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COHEN OUT, LUBITSCH IN 





Getting $22,000 a Week, but ‘Juliet’ 


Katharine Cornell's ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ presentation at the Martin 
Beck theatre, N. Y., is the most un- 
usual in the annals of the Shake- 
spearean classic, not in point of 
run’s length, but financially. De- 
spite exceptional weekly grosses the 
attraction will net comparatively 
moderate profits, if any, because of 
its production outlay. 

‘Juliet,, now in its seventh week, 
has averaged over $22,000 weekly, 
which equals or tops any current 
drama on Broadway. Miss Cornell's 


first ‘Juliet’ was on tour last sea- 
gon. That production cost $53,000 
and was entirely scrapped with 


new settings secured for Broadway 
at a outlay of $42,000. 

Show thereZore cost $95,000 prior 
to coming in. To date the New 
York production has been earned 
back, but the management includes 
the road show's nut in its figures 
and there is still $25,000 to be 
balanced on the books before the 
presentation can show any actual 


profit despite the out of town 
grosses. 
Engagement has been extended 


(Continued on page 56) 


Maestro Bernie Has 
10,000 Bottles and a 
Problem on His Hands 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Suggestions are in order as to 
what Ben Bernie should do with 
an inherit: nce of some 10,000 whis- 
key bottles, entirely bereft of fire 
water and plastered with labels 
bearing his name. 

The banc biz being what it is, 
the maestro has no urge to branch 
out. And Christmas being so far 
off he has scotched the thought oi 
filling them up, to be passed out 
next December among friends. He 
might stock a cellar but he won't. 

So there it lays until someone 
comes along with a hotter idea than 
those preceding it. 

Bernie came into possession of the 
lifeless flagons through a legal bout 
with a likker outfit that thought it 
@ grand idea to call their new prod- 
uct ‘Ben Bernie Whiskey.’ It might 
have been even a better idea to 
have gotten the bandman’s consent 
to use his name. This little detail 
Was overlooked and the maestro’s 
barrister got busy. 

Into Federal court up north 
marched the offender and the of- 
fendee with the result that a com- 
promise was reached. Bernie agreed 
to call off his $50,000 damage suit 
if the importers would call off their 





Product. 
So that there could be no slip- 
up, Bernie also demanded all the 


bottles and labels, which was duly 
complied with. 
Bernie is 


Therefore and to wit, 
all bottled up. 








Not Likely to Make Any Profit 





Tracked Down 





Hollywood, Ieb. 4. 

Paramount is using eight 
jockeys from the Santa Anita 
track in the Mae West pic- 
ture, ‘How Am I Doing?’ 

Little work done the first 
day, everybody sounding out 
the jocks for tips. 


GOVT MAY BAN 
AIR GEE-GEE 
TOUTING 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


Signs that U. S. will crack down 
on the broadcasting of racing dope 
were seen last week in the implied 
criticism of WBNX, New York, by 
Examiner Ralph L. Walker. 

Although he recommended that 
WBNX license be renewec. Walker 
discussed at length certain pro- 
grams aired during 1934 under con- 
tract with a racing guide, remark- 
ing that because of the manner in 
which the progyams were handled 
the station’s operation a:nounted to 
point-to-point communication, which 
is not permitted by holders of broad- 


(Continued on page 56) 


BAND PAYS CAFE $750 
WEEKLY TO PLAY FRATS 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

An example of how far a little 
novelty goes on the air is Kay Ky- 
ser’s band now playing three weeks 
of southern college fraternity book- 
ings. This now ‘frat circuit’ is the 
most consecutive of such booking 
dates yet, and was built up strictly 
on Kyser’s midnight plugging of 
one or another fraternity song via 
WGN, Chi Trib station. 

Kyser finds that it’s worth while 
for him to »ay the Blackhawk cafe 
management $750 a week for tem- 
porary release to fill the frat dates. 























From School to Strip 


3uffalo, Feb. 4. 

Gayety theatre, former Columbia 
burlesque house occupied by the 
Studio School of the Theatre for the 
past two seasons, is reported leased 
by Clamage & Irons, of Chicago, and 
Edward Flanigan, of Cleveland, and 
will be reopened before March 1 as 
a burlesque theatre. 

Studio School lkely to 
Shea’s Court Street, 


remove to 





(CHANGE IN PAR 
STUDI HEADS 


Henry Herzbrun, Par Studio 
Attorney, Probably V. P. 
in Charge of Production— 
Par Reorganization Plan 
Generally Okayed in N.Y. 
Federal Court 








ONLY 15 ON BOARD? 





Henry Herzbrun and Ernst Lu- 
bitsch are the new Paramount 
studio heads. Both will jointly be 
in charge of production. 

‘My relations with Paramount 


were terminated today,’ stated 
Emanuel Cohen yesterday (Mon- 
day). Since the middle of 1932 


Cohen has held the title of v.-p. in 
charge of Par production. This is 
the title Herzbrun, for 15 years the 
Par studio attorney in Hollywood, 
will probably assume. He will 
supervise all Par production busi- 
ness. Lubitsch will be jointly 
affiliated with him in supervision 
of actual production. 

Probably going into independent 
production, the film man observed 
that it was too early for him to 
discuss future plans at this mo- 
ment. He has been with Par since 
1927 when, he states, he was ‘in- 
vited’ to assume charge of shorts 


and newsreel production, coming 
over from Pathe, where he started 
in 1914, 

Cohen's severance of his relations 
with the Par organization is said to 
have been solely a matter between 
himself and Adolph Zukor, presi- 
dent of Paramount. Cohen flew in 
from the Coast Sunday, arriving 
yesterday (Monday) morning, with 
knowledge en route that he was to 
leave Par. 

Meantime, Federal Judge A. C. 
Coxe has okayed Par’s reorganiza- 
tion plan tentatively, subject to 
modifications suggested, and on top 
of this comes the revisions of some 
of the Paramount executive setup, 
notably on the studio end. 

There may be only 15 members in 
the new Paramount board, instead 
of 17 as presently collated, or the 
18 as has been suggested. This 
means that two of the 17 mentioned 
will not sit on the new board. That’s 
open to conjecture and as to which 
two these are is also open. 


Coxe’s Modifications 


Modifications which were sug- 
gested by Judge Coxe in the Para- 
mount reorganization plan and on 
which the Paramount board act- 
ed yesterday (Monday) will be in- 


serted in the plan, before it 1s cir- 
culated for general creditor and 


(Continued on page &) 














(Dionne Parents Set 


for Good-Will 


USA Tour on Canadian-Gov't Okay 





Critics’ Box Scores 





Mid-season Box Score on 
the New York and Chicago 
film critics will be found on 
Page 3. 

Dramatic 
Page 55. 


PHONE SUCKERS 
IN NEW CLIP 
RACKET 


Heads of legitimate stage relief 
organizations are annoyed over a 
new form of appeal for coin to sup- 
port reputedly phoney activities. 
Racket telephone requests for ‘sub- 
scriptions’ are said to have induced 
a surprising amount of sucker 
money. Charity people declare such 
activities hamper them in legiti- 
mately raising coin. 

Latest phone trick has the ap- 
pealer saying that a certain group 


critics’ score on 














Chicago, Feb. 4. 

After working nine months on the 
arrangements, Max Halperin finally 
crashed through a flock of technical 
and governmental details to gain an 
exclusive tie-up on Mr. and Mrs, 
Dionne, parents of the famous Di- 
onne quintuplets. -.alperin is now 
arranging a tour for the parents in 
the United States. 

Tour will be handled strictly as 
a good-will arrangement. While he 
has received offers of beaucoup coin 
for testimonials and other strictly 
commercial advertising twists, Hal- 
perin has turned them all down to 
keep theatre and personal appear- 
ance tour on the highest possible 
plane. He got an okay to book the 
Dionnes trom the Canadian govern- 
ment, which has taken supervisory 
interest in the Dionne family. 

Pa and Ma Dionne are due over the 
border within a week. Their first 
stage date is the Fox, Detroit, 
Feb. 15. 


Smith’s Anti-Nudist 
Measure May Involve 
Theatres, Nite Clubs 








of players plans the production of 
several plays and offers to sell sub- | 


(Continued on page 63) 


CONVICTED OF MURDER, 
ASKS MUSICAL FINALE 


Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 


Barney Rapp and his orchestra 
from the Hotel Gibson here played a 
jazz dirge for Louis Kenneth Neu, 
28, nite club entertainer and con- 
fessed murder, who, prior to his 











hanging in New Orleans Friday (1), 
had requested his old friend Rapp 
to play certain selections. 

‘What a Difference a Day Made’ 
was the feature of the broadcast 
program which Rapp announced as 
being dedicated ‘to a friend of mine 
in New Orleans,’ without otherwise 
identifying the former cabaret m. c. 

Neu, given special privileges be- 
fore going to the gallows, was per- 
mitted to have a radio in his cell 
going at all times, and he wired 
Rapp here for the special Tin Pan 
Alley farewell. 





BOOTLEG FEAR—IN ’35? 


Seagram's whiskey contemplates 
a special bottle neck label using a 
patented type of paper as a protec- 
tive stunt against bootleggers and 
for the exploitation value connected 
with it. By means of a thumb test 
purchasers can be certain that the 
whiskey they’re buying is the real 
McCoy. 

Label could not be duplicated by | 
bootleggers. |: 








Albany, Feb. 4, 

Sally Rand would have to wear 
pants if the anti-nudist bill is en- 
acted into law by the New York 
State Legislature. Wording of the 
proposal is so broad that almost 
anything in the line of cover-’em-up 
could happen. 

The bill is backed by Alfred E. 
Smith and also has the support of 
the Catholic Legion of Decency. 
Ostensibly it would bar nudists and 
their colonies from the state. Buta 
study of its provisions reveals pos- 
sible far-reaching prohibitions in 
regard to theatrical or other enter- 
tainment. 

The nudists’ supporters will storm 
the state capitol Tuesday (5) for a 
hearing on the measure before the 
Assembly Codes Committee. Other 
interests are reported to be fighting 
the proposed law. Not only would 
it dress up the girls in all theatres 
and nite clubs, but might also make 
possible the arrest of the manage- 
ment, 


Blind Arranger 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 

Glennon Hurlburt, 27, blind for 
20 «6years, is piano-accordionist 
with Tom Coakley’s orchestra at the 
Palace hotel here, as well as con- 
ductor of the sub-rumba combo, 
What’s more unusual, he’s the ar- 
ranger for this NBC orchestra. 

He maps and plots all his orches- 
trations mentally and dictates the 
physical rrangement to an age 
sistant. 
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Pathe, U and Hearst-Metrotone 
Reels Continue Hauptmann Shots 


Pathe and Universal have no in- 
tention of withdrawing their news- 
reel issues containing dialog shots 


of Hauptmann on the stand. Ac- 
cording to representatives of these 
reels yesterday (Monday) they will 
be continued in circulation despite 
protest made by Attorney General 
Wilentz who Friday (1) demanded 
immediate removal of allegedly of- 
fending material. Hearst Metrotone 
late yesterday (Monday) had reach- 
ed no decision, but was still releas- 
ing its shots. 

Fox Movietone’s three minutes of 
the trial scenes went to cover im- 
mediately Friday night (1), while 
Paramount followed suit Saturday 
(2). Both Par and H-M had gotten 
out 9-minute specials on the trial. 
Universal released 914 minutes, 
Pathe 814. 

The Hearst reel was continued 
throughout most of Saturday (2) at 
Loew theatres, being withdrawn 
late in the day by this chain after 


Par had grown fearful and wired 
Wilentz at great length trying to 
clear its positon in the matter, 
among other things denying there 
had been any trickery intended, 


which Fox also denied. 

Pathe wired Wilentz simply that 
it was not recalling its Hauptmann 
newsreel and that in its opinion 
there had been no breach of faith. 

Understanding is that all of the 
newsreel companies have been 
shooting considerable stuff right 
along in sourd during the trial and 
were planning to hold most of it 
back until the big show in Flem- 
ington was nearly over. Instead 
the five companies decided to shoot 
most of it on Friday (1). Additional 
testimony, including some _ taken 
weeks ago when Condor was on 
the stand, was being held back for 
release later. 

Loss to reels withdrawing their 
material, and to their accounts, 
which suffer at the box office, is 
reported to be great. Loew circuit 
took out the Hearst reel Seturday 
(2) and rushed into print with a 
statement, while RKO _ continues 
with the Pathe clip in the Greater 
New York area and elsewhere. It 
was stated yesterday (Monday) 
that circuits had agreed they would 
not ballyhoo the Hauptmann news- 
reel stuff so that it would not cause 
too much furore and possible reper- 
cussions in Flemington, but Loew’s 
went to town on it anyway. RKO 
theatres played it down in exploita- 
tion and mentioned nothing in ads. 

Pathe pulled its reel out of New 
Jersey houses as a_ precaution 
against action within the state, but 
sticks to its guns everywhere else. 


ot 





Flemington, Feb. 4. 
Judge Trenchard today (Monday) 
barred all film cameras and prom- 


ised he would investigate shots 
taken of the Hauptmann  testi- 
mony. 


Sound pictures, taken in secret, of 
actual trial scenes in the Haupt- 
mann case, caused Attorney Gen- 
eral Wilentz to dispatch telegrams 
to five motion picture companies: 

‘In the name of the State of New 
Jersey and in the name of decency, 
it is requested that you order the 


immediate withdrawal of Haupt- 
mann trial pictures taken during 
actual trial sessions. 


‘These sound pictures were pro- 
cured by trickery and in defiance of 
the order of the court. You owe a 
positive duty to co-operate with the 
authorities in the matter and such 
duty should not be avoided for 
profit, or for any other reason’. 

The motion picture apparatus in- 
closed in a big wooden box was in 
the gallery of the courtroom, 

Justice Trenchard allowed a few 
cameras in the courtroom for the 
taking of pictures during recess or 
before court opened. He had been 
given the word of news and reel 
photographers that no pictures 
would be taken while court was in 
session. Those allowed in to take 
pictures were supposed to represent 
several companies in a ‘pool 
whereby everyone would get prints 
of the pictures taken. 

It is a simple matter to grind the 
camera in the rear of the balcony 
unnoticed during a session, 


JOHNSONS PERSONALING 
RKO hag set Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Johnson for stage appearances with 
their jungle picture, ‘Baboona.’ 
The Johnsons open Feb, 8 In 
Rochester for a full week. 


+ 





LINE FORMS FOR 12 


Warners Take Dozen from Berkeley 
Ensemble for Bit Parts 








Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Warners gave term contract to 12 
of Busby Berkeley's line girls from 
‘Gold Diggers. Youngsters, whom 
the studio feels have screen possi- 
bilities, will be used in bits and re- 
ceive a special course of training. 

jroup comprises Eleanor Baley, 
Patsy Bellamy, Mary Cassidy, Beat- 
rice Coleman, Virginia Dabney, 
Murial Gordon, Lucyle Keeling, Lois 
Lindsay, Marie Marks, Betty Mc- 
Ivor, Ruth Moody and Norma 
Taylor. 





Dixie Howell Signs 
Universal Contract, 
Hops Back to School 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Contracted by Universal after a 
series of secret tests, Dixie Howell, 
Alabama football star, hopped back 
to Dixie Saturday (2) to take a mid- 
year exam. 

Gridder was called here from De- 
troit, where he was conferring on a 
pro footfall contract. At the in- 
stance of John Le Roy Johnston, 
studio publicity director, he was 
rushed here under the alias of 
George Holmes. 

He returns to the coast after he 
gets his sheepskin. 


START ‘CHINA SEAS’ AT 
MG AFTER YEAR’S DELAY 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Metro starts production today on 
trick shots and backgrounds for 
‘China Seas,’ Irving Thalberg fea- 
ture with Wallace Beery, Clark 
Gable and Jean Harlow in top spots. 
Dramatic end of the picture is ex- 
pected to go before the cameras in 
about two weeks. 

Tay Garnett, who will direct, has 
been on the Metro payroll for the 
past year waiting for script okay 
and availability of the three leads. 


Lloyd Taking Crew to 
South Seas for ‘Mutiny’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Heading a camera and technical 
crew of 25, director Frank Lloyd 
sails for the South Seas within two 
weeks to secure special sequences, 
atmosphere and background shots 
for Metro’s ‘Mutiny On the Bounty.’ 
Ulric Busch makes the trip as com- 
pany manager, and Charles Clarke 
will handle the camera end. 

Present plans call for Lloyd to 
finish up on the South Sea loca- 
tions and be back at the studio in 
April to start production on the dra- 
matic end of the picture. 


Kellerman Shorts 


Paris, Jan. 26. 

Annette Kellerman and her hus- 
band, Jim Sullivan, are proposition- 
ing both United Artists and Fox, 
locally, on a series of underwater 
talking films they have made, 
claimed to be first of kind ever 
produced, 

Shots were made in _ waters 
around Australia, and sound dubbed 
here this summer. French and 
English versions exist—Miss Keller- 
man speaks both languages—and in 




















French versions additional local 
scenes were made. 
Films are two-reelers, and each 


has a plot, starring Miss Kellerman, 
submerged. 





FONDA IN FILM ‘FARMER’ 

Henry Fonda who appeared in 
the stage production of ‘A Farmer 
Takes a Wife’ has been signed for 
the picture by Fox. He leaves for 
the Coast this week. 

Janet Gaynor, set for the stellar 
role, -left for Hollywood Satur- 
day (2). 
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WILL MAHONEY 


“The Star’ in England saiad:— 
“Anybody needing a tonic should 
visit the Palladium. Will Mahoney, 
one of America’s greatest comedi- 
ians, is not on the stage many min- 
utes before he has the whole audi- 
ence rocking with laughter. No 
audience could have shown more 
appreciation than they did last 


night.” 
Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Bldg. 
New York City 











ACTORS- AGENTS 
SETTLE SOME 
BATTLES 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Last week was compromise week 
on the agent-actor sector, four 
agency commission squabbles hav- 
ing reached the olive branch stage. 

Harry M. Gould compromised his 
tithe tiff with Boris Karloff, involv- 
ing demand for $33,450, out of court, 
with the actor understood to have 
made an ample adjustment. Suit 
was for commissions which would 
have accrued on Karloff’s five-year 
pact at Universal on estimated 
earnings of $60,000 annually. 

Tiff between William Morris 
agency and James Cagney was sat- 
isfactorily adjusted out of court 
after the case had reached the state 
appellate court on an issue whether 
the agency could collect commis- 
sions on a five-year term. Peace- 
promoting attorneys were Martin 
Gang for Morris and Austin Sher- 
man for the actor. 

Bette Davis settled an $158,000 
commission complaint on file against 
her by Irving Trust Co. as trustee 
in bankruptcy for the Lyons & 
Lyons agency by paying $500. Mar- 
tin Gang represented the actress. 

Commish suit of Ruth Collier for 
$2,800 against Sally Eilers also went 
the way of the others. 


ED CURTIS TO DIRECT 
JUVE TALENT AT FOX 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Edwin H. Curtis, who for several 
years was stage director for Henry 
Duffy here &nd in San Francisco, 
has joined the Fox studio directing 
staff. 

He will handle tests and teach 
dialog delivery to the student play- 
ers in the studio stock company. 











Abel Back to H’ wood 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 





Radio has given a termer to 
Walter Abel. He reports at the 
studio in two weeks. ° 


Abel returned to the stage two 
years ago after he was dropped by 
Paramount. 


GUS DEMBLING GOES 10% 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Gus Dembling, head caster at the 
Central Casting bureau since its in- 
ception nine years ago, has resigned. 
Will go into the agency business. 





—_—— 


TOM BAILY’S NAT’L JAUNT 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Tom Baily, Paramount studio pub- 
licity director, leaves tomorrow 
(Tuesday) for a countrywide tour to 
contact the metropolitan dailies. 





FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS - 


The following descriptions of memorable theatrical premieres 4 
@ compilation of stage, screen, concert or nite club openings which, for 


some odd circumstance or another, 


stand out in show business, 


They will be recorded without thought to chronolegical order. The rea- 
sons for the distinction of each premiere range anywhere from some 
historical significance, in connection with the debut of an artist, novelty 
show venture, play or company, to some other attendant excitement 
backstage, some colorful occurrence out front, or merely because of the 


gala circumstances. 


This is to be a continued series. 





Ciro’s 
(New York, May 5, 1926) 
Night club pioneer in the hostessing idea, but on a wholesale scale. 
Started with Cecil Cunningham and a crew of 34 ‘hostesses’, subsequently 
cut to 25, so that each hostess presided over a section of three tables to 


personally and intimately 0.0. and m.c, her own sector. 


She was either 


to croon at the tables, sit with lonely stags, or take an occasional dance 


whirl. 


In between, the hostesses took food orders, deputizing the reg- 


ular (and actual) waiter into the role of the busboy in toting the dishes. 


The check, too, was presented by the hostess which made the s.a. angle , 


okay for herself and the house, as the payer-offers couldn’t just settle 
for a nominal 10-15% of the check as a tip. 
Ciro’s was previously a swank spot inaugurated by Felix Young, now 


an associate producer on the RKO-Radio lot in Hollywood. 


It then went 


colored and this new hostessing idea was a compromise with LeRoy 


Smith’s band (colored) retained. 
to $1.50. 


The original $3-$4 couvert was down 


This was the hotcha Charleston era and besides being a mistress of 
ceremonies, glorified waitress, hostess and dance-partner, each of the 
girls also had to do a hay-foot-straw-foot specialty on occasion,- with or 


without a partner. 


—_— 


‘What Price Glory’ 
(Plymouth, N. Y., Sept. 5, 1924) 
The most stirring war drama to this date developed into a sensational 


premiere as the play progressed. 


the theatre long after the curtain was down and the lights up. 


First nighters cheered, remaining in 


One of 


the first instances of such spontaneous audience reaction, 
Audience finally filtered out into 45th street but still stood outside the 
theatre talking about the play, for its frank language had never before 


been uttered on a stage. 


‘Glory’ brought glory and coin to its two authors, Maxwell Anderson 
and Laurence Stallings, until then just a couple of well liked guys on 


the old N. Y. Morning World. 


Play further proved Arthur Hopkins one 


of the most discerning producers of the day. 





Some Concern Over Rising Film Rights 
For Bway Legits; Top Prices in Years 





Some film execs are worried over 
the rising tide of high prices for 
film rights to legit plays. Prices 
for plays went up sharply last sea- 
son, being almost double in average 
of the prices a year previous. This 
season there has been seen no in- 
clination to go beyond 1933-34 in 
tops, but there have been several 
big money buys which would seem 
to indicate that the average pur- 
chase price may be even higher 
than last year. 

Thus far this year there have 
been at least five fancy purchases 


in the way of legit rights. These 
were ‘Merrily We _ Roll Along,’ 
bought by Metro for $76,000; 


‘Farmer Takes a Wife,’ Fox, $62,500; 
‘Page Miss Glory,’ Warners, $72.- 
500; ‘Anything Goes,’ a percentage 
deal against an $85,000 guarantee, 
and ‘Accent on Youth,’ $60,000. 

Last year ‘Ah, Wildnerness’ got 
$75,000 from Metro while Paramount 
paid $76,500 for ‘Sailor Beware.’ 
Paramount also paid $57,500 for 
‘Double Door’ and $55,000 for ‘Pur- 
suit of Happiness,’ while ‘Men in 
White’ brought $45,000 from Metro 
General feeling among picture men 
late last season was that the Holly- 
wood boys had overbought on legits, 
quite a few of the buys turning out 
dubiously at the box office. There 
were a few small money buys, such 
as ‘Doctor Monica,’ ‘By Your Leave,’ 
‘Hat, Coat and Glove’ and ‘Heat 
Lightning,’ but by and large it was 
figured the biggest legit coin in 
about five years. 

Biggest recent price for film pur- 
chase of a legit play was ‘Dinner at 
Bight,’ for which Metro paid $110,- 
000. Company also had to lay out 
about $20,000 additional to buy up 
road rights of the play. 

Financing Plays 

There is a growing tendency 
among filmites to become interested 
in financing plays, although this is 
believed a dangerous practice from 
several standpoints by the _ film 
men. Dramatists’ Guild makes 
it difficult to get involved in 
play financing, but there have 
been several recent instances 
when it turned out well for the film 
companies. Outstanding case is last 


season’s ‘She Loves Me Not,’ par- 
tially financed by Paramount. Par 
got the screen rights for the 


financing. Unusual situation oc- 
curred in that play when it found 
itself in financial difficulties. Prior 
to the opening, the producer, play- 
wright and a Paramount attorney 
went frankly to the Guild and ex- 
plained the situation, the Guild al- 
lowing the deal as an exception, 
just to save the show, Turned out 





a break all around, except for the 
producers, who probably could have 
gotten a healthy film price had they 
been able to open without celluloid 
financing, 

Current idea, especially fostered 
by Warners and 20th Century, is to 
partially finance legit plays and then 
buy them in the open market, ace 
cording to all rules of the Dramae 
tists’ Guild. Company can some- 
times lose a play by doing this, if 
outbid by another filmer, but not 
figured likely, especially since, by 
retaining a 50% interest in the legit 
original, company really only pays 
half of whatever it bids. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ which Metro fi- 
nanced, had to go in the open mar- 
ket. Several major companies 
wanted it and kept bidding so that 
M-G was eventually forced to buy it 
for $85,000 which, even when halved, 
was figured by the company as a& 
steep price. 

Still another tangent is the action 
of Metro a few months ago in the 
case of ‘Lost Horizon.’ Company 
had bought the unproduced legit but 
released it for Broadway produc- 
tion figuring on a build-up. Same 
idea is currently being mulled by 
Radio on ‘Mr. Grant,’ an unproe 
duced Arthur Richman play. Stue 
dio bought all rights to it but is re- 
ported willing to assign its legit 
production rights to a responsible 
producer, figuring that it would be 
an inexpensive pre - production 
builder-upper. 


Constance Collier May 


Do ‘Distaff Side’ at MG 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

With Metro grooming Constance 
Collier for feature roles after her 
preview click in ‘Shadow of Doubt,’ 
studio is on a hunt for suitable 
stories. 

First tentatively lined up 
English play, ‘The Distaff 
which had a 17-week Broadway run, 
closing last Saturday in New York. 


is the 
Side,’ 





SAILINGS 


Feb. 2 (New York to Paris) La 
Argentina, Ninon Vallin, Sim Siva, 
Helena Rubinstein, Robert Hurel 
(Champlain). 

ARRIVALS 

John Barrymore, Vir mp- 

son. 


Mr. and Mrs. George Bancroft. 



































_ Samy February 5, 1933 





a 





PicCcTrUuUREs 





VA RIE TY 4 





——aa 











STRIKE THREAT DWINDLES 





Film Critics Box Score 





AS OF JAN. 26 





REGINA CREWE (American) 
KATE CAMERON (News) ...... 
EILEEN CREELMAN (Sun) ... 


ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) 


Variety (Combined) 


DORIS ARDEN® (Times) 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Examiner) 
CLARK RODENBACH (News) 
-MAE TINEE? (Tribune) .... 





* Eleanor Keene. 
¢ Frances Kurner. 





Key to abbreviations: PC. (Pictures caught), 
O (No opinion), Pct. (percentage). 


NEW YORK 


RICHARD WATTS, JR. (H. Trib).. 
WILLIAM BOEHNEL (World-Tele) 
BLAND JOHANESSON (Mirror).... 
ANDRE SENNWALD (Times) ...... 83 51 30 


THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post).. 





ee 


(This Score Based on 246 Pictures) 


CHICAGO 


R (Right), W (Wrong), 

PC. R. Ww. oO. Pct. 

127 96 28 & -755 

vecen- aee 126 49 8 .688 
197 128 69 0 .649 

save BOL 89 52 0 .631 
190 129 58 3 .678 

sees 179 111 59 a .620 
2 .614 

. ae 105 41 28 .603 

153 86 57 10 562 

245 202 43 0 824 

PC. R. Ww. oO. Pct. 

151 107 44 0 .708 

(on ee 62 18 11 .681 
shee ane 83 29 12 .669 
povteoee. ut 82 44 11 .598 


(This Score Based on 168 Pictures) 








Watts, Arlen Ahead at Half 





Richard Watts, Jr., and Doris 
Arden lead the east and west in 
film reviewing at the midseason 
turn of the 1934-35 season. For 
Watts it’s a matter of holding his 
own, he having been tops at the 
quarter scorings. For Miss Arden 
it's a matter of gaining speed, she 
having been nosed out by six points 
in the quarterly by Carol Frink. 


Watts, who won in 1932-33 but 
slipped to third in °33-34, is now 
back in form and leading by a com- 
fortable margin. His score of .755 
is 44 points better than his final 
score of 1932-33, 67 points better 
than Regina Crewe, second in the 
present standings, 47 points better 
than the best of Miss Arden, current 
Chicago leader, and 50 points better 
than his score at the first quarter. 


Watts, of course, has an advan- 
tase in that he doesn’t catch as 
many films as most of the other re- 
viewers. Marguerite Tazelaar helps 
him. His present score is based on 

27 pictures, the least number re- 
viewed by anyone excepting Andre 
Sennwald of the N. Y. Times, who 
hasn't been at it for the full period, 
jumping in about five months ago 
to replace Mordaunt Hall. 

Regina Crewe, who is second at 
the half turn, with a score of .688, 
is gaining pace rapidly. She was 
sixth at the quarter and managed 
to hurdle the distance to second 
within the three-month period. Miss 
Crewe led all the reviewers in New 
York in 1928-29, her first year as a 
metropolitan film critics, and was 
second once after that. 

Bland Johanesson managed to 
stick to the third niche in New 
York, although gaining nine percen- 
tage points. Sennwald on his first 
38 pictures as the Times’ critic 
ended fourth on the quarter mark- 


ings. Now, with 83, he has slipped 
down to seventh, switching with 
Bill Boehnel of the World-Tele- 


gram, who hopped from seventh to 
fourth by picking up 45 points. Kate 
Cameron is currently fifth, slipping 
from second. Her grade is .631, her 
worst yet. She won the battle last 
year, her first full year as a critic. 
Rose Pelswick, too, slipped some. 
She was fifth at the quarter-turn 
but is down in next-to-shut now. 
It’s still no-opinioning that worries 
Miss Pelswick, she having taken the 
dubious honor of goose-egg champ 
* &@way from Mordaunt Hall when he 
left the Times. Delehanty remains 
in the cellar. 

The no-opinioning is now health- 
ler among the New York film critics 
than it has been in some time. Both 
Boehnel and Miss Cameron hav: 
managed to get thus far this season 
without a single instance of not 


calling them. Sennwald, coming in 





on the end of Hall's regime failed 
to call them twice during his first 
few weeks as a critic and hasn't of- 
fended that way since. Delehanty 
recently installed a new manner of 
scoring on the Post which should 
remove him from the danger of no- 
opinioning hereafter. He now is 
using a ‘movimeter’ with his re- 
views, a sort of clock definitely 
pointing a hand at fafr, good or 
bad. That’s a variation of the star 
system used by Miss Cameron on 
the N. Y. News and Miss Arden 
on the Chi Times. 

A curious tangent in New York 
is that Watts, the winner, has re- 
cently spent a lot of time, especial- 
ly in his Sunday columns, discuss- 
ing the drama. And Percy Ham- 
mond, the Herald-Trib’s drama 
critic, recently went out of the way 
to talk about Garbo. Same thing is 
partially true of the World-Tele- 
gram where Boehnel reviews an oc- 
casional legit and Garland reviews 
an occasional film. 

In Chicago there were no changes 
between the quarter and half way 
markings other than that Miss 
Arden and Miss Frink switched 
spots. Miss Arden was last year’s 
winner. 

The VARIETY mob managed to keep 
their noses up in the air for a com- 
bined score of .824, considerably 
healthier than their quarter turn 
score of .791, which same _ score 
Variety had for the season of 33-34. 

In general, it is to be noted that 
there was an all-around improve- 
ment during the second half of this 
season. The New York film critics 
combined batted .631 on the first 
quarter and moved up to .644 for 
the full half year. Combined, they 
batted .641 for the ’33-34 season. 





Buster Keaton Eyeing 
Picture Deals Abroad 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

At the conclusion of his three 
picture deal with Educational, Bus- 
ter Keaton may take another fling 
at film making abroad. 

Comic has one picture set with 
British International and is nego- 
tiating for another in Austria, 


Wellman’s Bandit Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
William Wellman goes to Metro 
to direct ‘Life of Joaquim Murietta’, 








Calleia, @ Broadway legit recruit. 


LM EXECS BEAT 
TALENT TO PUNCH 


—_—_—_—_—- 


Studios Go Screen Actors’ 
Guild One Better by Of- 
fering a Contract Includ- 
ing All Demands, Plus— 
Is Seen as Hands-Off 
Warning to NRA 





ACAD POWER BAITED 


Hollywood, Feb. 4 


The threat of a film actors’ strike 
that was expected to crystallize 
after the expiration of the present 
Academy form of freelance contract 
dwindled with the offer by the pro- 
ducers of a new five year contract 
that carries concessions even ex- 
ceeding those demanded by the 
players through NRA. 

This freelance contract, and a 
new setup for day players, was 
formulated by a committee of pro- 
ducers and actors of the Academy 
and igs now in the hands of the 
members of those two branches of 
the Academy for ratification. That 
both will be accepted is considered 
but a formality. 

Back of the producers’ acquies- 
cense to the new agreement, as a 
renewal on March 1 of the present 
pact, is seen a strategic move on 
the part of the studios to eliminate 
any strike talk by removing the 
cause. Virtually only thing left for 
the Screen Actors’ Guild to demand 
is producer recognition of the 
Guild, and, with it, the American 
Federation of Labor, with which the 
Guild is now affiliated through its 
four-A charter. 

The action of the producers is 
also interpreted as a means of tell- 
ing Washington that it can wash 
its own linen without the help of 
NRA. Demands, far less amazing 
than those in the proposed new 
pacts, were turned down by the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Mintz and U Can't 
Agree Who Owes 
Who That $1,750 





Hollywood, Feb, 4. 


Unusual situation has Sam Mintz, 
writer, and Universal trying to col- 
lect $1,750 from each other. Mintz 
sold ‘Women Are Like That,’ an 
original, to U., and was engaged to 
make some changes in the script. 
During the rewrite period, Henry 
Hennigson, who was to produce the 
picture, became ill, and when he re- 
turned to the studio found Mintz 
flattened by sinus trouble. 

Studio then assigned Milton H. 
Gropper to make the changes. When 
Mintz tried to collect the $1,750 due 
him, studio informed him that, be- 
cause of having to replace him with 
another writer, he owed the studio 
that amount, Matter has been 
turned over to the Academy. 


BRITISH OFFERS FOR 
KRUGER AND VARCONI 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
British picture producers are still 
after Hollywood players. Gaumont- 
British last week cabled an offer to 








Writers-Producers 





CURSES ON U 


Karloff and Olive Injured as Jinx 
Hits ‘Frankenstein’ Set 








Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

What they call the ‘curse of 
Frankenstein’ at Universal has twice 
hit players for injuries on the set 
of ‘The Bride of Frankenstein’ dur- 
ing the past week. 

Boris Karloff, working with 62- 
pound make-up, slipped and dis- 
located his hip, compelling delay on 
his scenes by frequent enforced pe- 
riods of rest, although he has kept 
on working. 

Colin Clive, who impersonates 
Frankenstein, injured the ligaments 
of his knee in a fall and was put on 
crutches for closeups over the week- 
end. 


U.S. COURT TEST 
ON ‘ECSTASY; 
CZECH PIC 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


Action to obtain court test of the 
admission of the Czech film ‘Ecstasy’ 
will be taken some time this week, 
Treasury officials indicated today. 

Through with waiting for Eureka 
Productions to make a move to re- 
export the banned sizzler, Treasury 
attorneys indicated that Federal D. 
A. Martin Conboy will ask the U. S. 
District Court at New York to con- 
demn the film and permit confisca- 
tion. Samuel Cummins, Eureka 
boss, is reported ready and anxious 
to contest the Government action. 

This will provide the first court 
test of the smut clauses of the 
Hawley-Smoot tariff law, it was be- 
lieved in Government circles, and 
possibly set a precedent for future 
action in regard to questionable for- 
eign screen productions, Previous- 
ly the anti-dirt provisions have been 
applied only to written matter and 
still pix. 

Matter of speculation was the na- 
ture of the Government case, since 
it has been reliably reported—and, 
significantly, not denied—that 
Huntingdon Cairns, $25-a-day mor- 
als advisory of the Treasury, saw 
no reason for barring the Czech 
picture. Also understood that the 
decision to deny entry was a sur- 
prise to other Treasury execs who 
had witnessed at secret screening 
at a local house in company with 
Mrs, Henry A. Morgenthau, Jr., 
wife of the Treasury head. 











Metro’s ‘B’way Melody’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
‘Broadway Melody of 1935’ goes 
into production at Metro, after nine 
months of preparation, under the 
supervision of John 
March 4, with Roy Del Ruth direct- 


New York stage. 





Durante’s Personals 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Jimmy Durante leaves Friday (8) 





Otto Kruger for the lead in ‘The 
Living Corpse.’ 
London Films has put in a bid 





the early California bandit, in 
which Leo Carillo and Joseph 
Spurin-Calleia co-star. Melvin Levy, | 
author of ‘Gold Eagle Guy’, fs doing | 
the adaptation, John Considine pro- 
ducing. 

This ig the first assignn.ent for 


| 
for Victor Varconti to play the lead 
role of Fr anz Liszt in ‘Hungarian | 
Fantasy. Deal may chill through 
player having to stay here for a | 
hearing on an application for U. 
citizenship, 


| Pittsburgh, 


for three weeks of personal 
pearances in Loew houses, playing 
Baltimore and the Va- 
lencia .n Queens, N. Y. This is on 
his studio contract, which runs u: 
til May 26, 

Likely when he returns he'll get 


a picture assignment at Metro. iz 


Due to Start March 4 


'| Inside—Legit 


Considine |. 


ing. | 
Cast will ha made up of stars 

and contract players from Metro 

lot, with a few recruits from the 


i! News from the 


Deadlocked, 


Scribes File Demands with NRA 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Writer members of the five-five 
committee, deadlocked with produc- 
er members in reaching agreement, 
sent their demands to the NRA 
with arguments. Demands are: 

All contracts shall be in writing 
even for week-to-week employment, 

Except in cases where writer is 
working on a royalty basis, no pro- 
ducer shall agree with writer to 
work on speculation. This means 
that a producer may not ask a writ- 
er to submit a story on promise to 
take same should it prove accept- 
able, 

Writers shall be paid 25% of the 
agreed price at the time the agree- 
ment is made. The remainder shall 
be paid in full upon delivery. All 
changes must be asked for _Withia 
10 days after delivery. 

In week-to-week contracts either 
party must have one week's ad- 
vance notice of termination. 

No contract shall provide for sus- 
pension at the option of the produc- 
er except through default or inabil- 
ity to perform by the writer. In 
cases of suspension due to an act 
of God, suspension shall not be for 
more than one week to each three 
months of contract. 

Layoff period shall not be for 
more than 12 weeks in any one year 
and all layoffs must be a mimimum 
of seven days. 

There shall be no loan of a con- 
tract writer except with the writ- 
er’s assent. 

Screen credit to be given only for 
original matter and screen play and 
producers are prohibited from cone 
tracting with a writer for screen 
credit no matter what he contrib- 
utes. Exception is made in the case 
of musicals, 

Associate producers are not to be 
given screen credit as writers une 
less writing the story without cole- 
laboration. 

Cases in dispute shall be settled 
by conciliation within a screen or- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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FILM BIZ GLAD OVER PAR’S EMERGENCE | **S* "= 
FROM TWO YEARS OF BANKRUPTCY 


—_— 


Healthy Influence Seen in Expected Resumption of 
Unfettered Operation This Spring—Judge Likes 


’ 
Par’s Plan + 
Filmdom sees the ending of Para- 
mount’s two years of adversity, in 


early spring, and the launching ofa 
new company under the same name, 
for the betterment of the entire in- 
dustry, with Federal Judge A. C. 
Coxe having indicated on Thurs- 
day (31), the court's preliminary 
approval of Par's proposed reor- 
ganization plan. 

Paramount's proposed plan of re- 
organization is fair and equitable, 
Judge Coxe has ruled. 

The Par board met yesterday 
(Monday) to ratify the modifica- 
tions in the plan which have been 
suggested by Judge Coxe, 

With these modifications inserted 
into the plan, the Court’s confirma- 
tion of the proposed plan appears 
to be a mere legal formality which 
may be expected at the scheduled 
hearing on Thursday (14). 

This approval of the proposed re- 
organization plan practically marks 
the second anniversary of the orig- 
inal receivership action of the com- 
pany, as of Jan. 26, 1933. 

The plan itself has been before 
the court for more than two 
months. All kinds of lawyers rep- 
resenting all kinds of interests have 
had their opportunity to address the 
Court about the plan. There were 
lawyers representing major and 
minor stockholders; major and 
minor bondholders, general credit- 
ors, and merchandise creditors, and 
even certain lawyers who have ap- 
peared as public defenders. 

When all of these had exhausted 
their arguments pro and con, Judge 
Coxe delivered his tentative okay, 
orally from the bench, forthwith. 

The modifications which he sug- 
gested before signing his prelimi- 
nary approval, are important 
amenements which will touch on 
the future operation of the com- 
pany. 

No part of the plan, however, 
minor or comparatively small, is 
thrown out. The only changes 
asked by the court are that two 
conditions be amended. 

The Par proposal is the first big 
reorganization plan to be consid- 
ered by the courts under Sec. 77B 
of the new Corporate Bankruptcy 
Act. In view of this, the Par plan, 
which by the Court’s apparert ap- 
proval, can now be considered a 





‘Good Fairy’ Print 
Flown Into Radio 
City Just in Time 


By flying in a print on ‘Good 
Fairy,” which reached New York 
just 24 hours ahead of opening 
Thursday (31), and by buying ‘Scar- 
let Pimpernel’ from United Artists 
which opens Thursday (7), the 
Music Hall has bridged its product 
shortage gap, caused by failure of 
four major distributors to supply 
pictures, in time, under the Hall's 
selective deals which it wanted to 
play. 

‘Good Fairy’ is the first from Uni- 
versal to play the Hall since ‘One 
More River’ last August, five months 
ago, yet under this year’s deal the 
Hall is committed to play 12 Uni- 


versals. Either ‘Whole Town's 
Talking’ (Col) or ‘One More Spring’ 
(Fox) follows ‘Pimpernel’, after 


which Fox is expected to have the 
next Shirley Temple ready, ‘Little 
Colonel’, 


JUNE WALKER AT FOX 
BUT NOT FOR ‘FARMER’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
June Walker arrived here Fri- 
day (1) under contract to Fox. 
First pic not set yet. 
Though Miss Walker was featured 
in the legit production of ‘The 
Farmer Takes a Wife,’ she'll not ap- 
pear in the Fox celluloid version. 


CRAWFORD’S ‘DARK DAME’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Metro has purchased ‘Dark 
Dame’, novel by Wilson Collison, 
which goes into production late in 
spring, with likelihood Joan Craw- 
ford may play the lead. 














Unusual 


—_—_—_—_—— 


Various box office reports 
coming into Varisry this week 
mention the ‘March of Time’ 
newsreel. Range of the com- 
ment is such as to mark it as 


unusual, particularly as re- 
gards a two-reeler. 
Advance bally given this 


newsreel via the air and in 
Time and Fortune magazines, 
plus heavy local campaigns, is 
credited for much of the public 
interest. 





Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Fox-West Coast execs credit 
‘March of Time’ with upping 
business 20% above normal in 
first runs. 


JAN. HIT PROD. 
TOP, 48 PIX 
IN WORK 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
January was the busiest produc- 
tion month in years with 48 pic- 
tures before cameras and 21 in cut- 
ting rooms. Last January had 39 

in work end January of 1933, 34. 
Top production activity is at 
Paramount with 10 in production. 
Warners is next with nine. Metro 
and Radio have five each and Fox, 
Universal, Columbia and United 
Artists four each. Hal Roach, 
Walter Futter and Walter Wanger 

each have one feature working. 

















Nichols on Radio’s 
‘Musketeers’ Remake 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Dudley Nichols has been signed by 
Radio to write the screen play for 
‘The Three Musketeers.’ 
Writer swings over to Radio upon 
completion of current scribbling job 
at Fox. . 








model per se, becomes important 
outside the film industry as well as 
with the trade. 

This plan came into being under 
the sponsorship originally of the 
Vanderlip Debenture Committee 
and its counsel. It was adopted by 
the stockholders’ committee, and 
the company itself and then offered 
for the consideration of the court 
by the management, through At- 
torney Alfred Cook, of the down- 
town firm of Cook, Nathan & Leh- 
man. Law firms which have co- 
operated in the mapping of the 
plan and in its presentation with 
and, by the committees include 
Cravath, deGersdorff, Swaine & 
Wood, and Davis, Polk, Wardwell, 
Gardiner & Reed. 


PEGGY FEARS’ FOUR-WAY 
PACT EXPIRES AT FOX 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Fox failed to take up its option on 
Peggy Fears, who has been at the 
studio six months. 

Miss Fears’ contract called for 
acting, directing, writing or pro- 
ducing but during the six months 
she only appeared in one picture, 
‘Lottery Lover.’ 


‘Lancer’ Gives Par Hunch 
To Trot Out ‘Beau Geste’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Click of ‘Bengal Lancers’ has 
Paramount contemplating a remake 
of ‘Beau Geste’, studio outstander of 
1926. Latter picture is along simi- 
lar lines. 
Gary Cooper is in mind fer the 
lead with Sir Guy Standing also 
being considered for the picture. 














New Nat'l Census On All Show Biz, 
This Time Hoped to Be Accurate 





What is their annual gross? 


payroll? 


entirely futile. 





studies, 


bureau. 


other tabulations. 
disagreement. 


counts. 
the discrepancies Indicated. 








So r ge ee me, 
: mn) 


ig) ee 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


How many film, vode and legit houses are there in the U. 8.? 


How many employees do they require and what ts the size of their 


These questions perplexed Government figure-jugglers this week as 
efforts to reconcile conflicting industry and Government figures proved 


A new nation-wide survey of the economic condition of the theatrical 
industry is in the making, an outcome of recently-revealed discrepancies 
between reports compiled by the Census Bureau, Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and Hays organization. 

Federal officials last week reluctantly admitted that even in the face 
of mountains of reports the Government has little reliable dope on the 
extent and importance of the amusement field, particularly as concerns 
film, vode and legit theatrical enterprises, 

The perplexing situation arose with publication of the annual 1934 esti- 
mate by the Hays organization, based on film boards of trade reports, 
which was very much at variance with estimates based on Census Bureau 
Further discrepancies were revealed when the Census and Hays 
figures were contrasted with a little-published tabulation of national in- 
come prepared a year ago by the Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


The Census figures, based on conditions in 1933, showed: a total of 
10,141 film and film-vode houses with a gross of $405,857,000, employing 
some 60,000 full-time hands and paying more than $75,000,000 in salaries. 

The Commerce Department’s national income report, based on 1932 con- 
ditions, showed: a gross income for film houses of $700,000,000, 225,400 
employees, and a payroll of $289,188,000. 

The Hays report, dealing only with numbers of houses, caused further 
doubt of the Census figures, while the number of assents to the film code, 
now in the vicinity of 9,000, was another reason to suspect each of the 


Just how rellakle the Census figures may be is a matter of intensive 
When the state summaries were issued, Variery was in- 
formed that there was reason to suspect the accuracy of many of the 
Officials, however, declined to comment on the Hays figures and 


The possibility that Census nose-counters overlooked many small 
houses operating only one or two days a week has been suggested in 
various circles to explain away the differences, but even this theory 
does not take into account the apparent great difference in employment 
figures between the 1932 Commerce estimate and the 1933 census total. 

The question of employment in film houses may be settled this year 
once and for all, since Congress is on the verge of authorizing a new 
study to give an accurate picture of the unemployment problem, 


EES Me an tw, aha lh Ae 





lollywood agents Walter Herz 
run and Al Kingston, have been 
0.0."ing the Broadway show crop. 


Both returned over the weekend. 
They're independent of each other, 
merely being East coincidentally. 
Kingston, while in New York, es- 
tablished a Broadway branch under 
Selma Alexander's office manage- 
ment. 

Phil Freedman, Fox caster, has 
been also making the shows, etc., 
ditto Bill Perlberg, Columbia's tal- 
ent scout. 


Theatre Man Contribs 
Weekly to Make Amends. 
For Auto Accident 


Denver, Feb, 4. 
After manslaughter charges had 
been dismissed, a Denver theatre 
man revealed that he was paying 


$1,000 to the victim’s 4-year-old 
daughter, and was als» furnishing 
transportation for her and her 





father to Germany, where. the 
daughter will live with her grand- 
parents. 


Frank L. Dent, booker for West- 
land theatres, hit Mrs. Ottie Woll- 
mer, the mother, with his auto, sev- 
eral months ago, and she was killed. 
Investigation revealed he was not 
to blame and the charge was dis- 
missed on motion of the district at- 
torney. Dent, deeply depressed over 
the accident, has since been con- 
tributing to the support of the 
child, and when the father ex- 
pressed a desire to take the child 
to Germany to live with his parents, 
Dent offered to pay the expenses as 
well as continue the $25 he had 
been paying. 


DARMOUR’S 6 MAYNARDS 
FOR COLUMBIA RELEASE 


Larry Darmour closed a releasing 
deal with Columbia for six Ken 


Maynard pictures yearly, latter tak- 
ing place of Col, Tim McCoy on 
program. , 

At present time C. C. Burr has a 
complaint against Darmour and the 
Small-Landau agency before the 
Code Authority, claiming prior 
rights to Maynard’s’ services. 
Agency is brought into it because 
of handling the present acting con- 
tract with Darmour. Hearing on 
complaint comes up locally within 
next 10 days. 








Team Sidney, Marshall 
For ‘Accent on Youth’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Paramount will bracket Sylvia 
Sidney and Herbert Marshall in the 
studio’s newest play buy, ‘Accent 
On Youth.’ 
Play, by Samuel Raphaelson, is 
current on Broadway. 





Mary Brian Learning 
To Hoof for Personals 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Mary Brian leaves here fn two 
weeks for New York and a personal 
appearance route. King, King and 
Arena will work with her, dancers 
now rehearsing her in a hoofing 
routine, 

Eastern dates not set yet, but act 
will stop off in Chicago for a break- 
in date. 





Tenn. Beaut Recalled 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Helen Wood, beaut contest winner 
of Clarksville, Tenn., has been given 
a contract by Warners and is cur- 
rently in ‘Traveling Saleslady.’ 

Miss Wood came here for a bit in 
a Sam Goldwyn picture, following 
the winning of the contest conducted 


by the Crescent Amusement Co.}/ 


She then returned home. Warners 
saw a test of the girl and re-sent for 
her. 


Fannie Brice at U 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Fannie Brice is due at Universal 
for ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ at the close 
of her ‘Follies’ tour. 


GUNMEN KILL 
TOM MALOY 
IN CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 4 

Thomas Maloy, 45, business agent 
and head of the Chicago motion 
picture operators’ union and a pow- 
er in the IATSE, was shot and 
killed while driving north on Mich- 
igan boulevard by machine gun 
gangsters at one o'clock this aft- 
ernoon (Monday). Dr. Emmett 
Quinn, honorary member of the 
union, also in the car, was serious- 
ly wounded. The assassins escaped 
in their automobile. 

Two weeks ago Maloy was in- 
dicted on income tax evasion 
charges brought by the Federal gov- 
ernment. It was alleged that Maloy 
failed to pay $81,000 taxes on an 
income of $350,000 from 1929 to 1932, 

Along with George Browne, now 
the IATSE president, and James 
Petrillo of the musicians, Maloy 
was one of the three Chicagoans 
with international reputations in 
theatrical union affairs. 

Maloy became head of the Chi 
operators 15 years ago, succeeding 
Jack Miller, who is now president 
of the local exhibitors’ association. 
On several occasions he had been 
mentioned for the IA pres‘dency. 

He is survived by his widow. 


BELL NOT READY FOR 
PIC, LAWED FOR 256 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Rex Bell, Clara Bew’s husband, fs 
being sued for $25,000 by Nathan 
Goldberg who charges he has been 
damaged that much by alleged mis- 
representation by Bell and his 
agents, Lichtig & Englander, that 
the western star was free to make @ 
serial, ‘Custer’s Last Stand.’ 

Agency is named as co-defendant. 
Goldberg claims to have sold ter- 
ritorial rights for the cliffhanger 
before finding out that Bell was not, 

as the compliant states, available. 








Henry King’s New 2 Yr. 
Director Pact at Fox 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Fox has signed Henry King to a 
new @irecting contract to run on 
straight two-year basis without op- 
tions. 

King has just finished his fifth 
consecutive year with Fox, without 
making one picture on the outside 
during that period. 


b J . 
Karloff’s Whodunit 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Initial picture for Borls Karloff 
on his deal with Columbia will be 
‘The Black Room Mystery,’ by 
Arthur Strawn. 

Strawn has been signed under a 
writing contract by Columbia, and 
first assignment will be preparation 
of the screen play of his own yarn. 





Darro and Mason’s Indie 


Series for Ambassador 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Frankie Darro and Roy Mason have 
been signed by Maurice Conn to co- 
feature in a series of comedy melo- 
dramas the producer will make fot 
the independent market for 1935-86 
season. 

Conn’s Ambassador Pictures & 
completing group of westerns stare 
ring Kermit Maynard for the cur- 
rent season, 





BOLES BACK TO H’w00D 


John Boles, after two weeks of 
personal appearances in Detroit and 
at the Chicago, Chicago (currente 
ly), goes back to the Coast Thure- 
day (7). 


Krasna Gagging ‘Reckless’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 4 
Paramount has loaned Normag 
Krasna to Metro for two weeks t@ 
gag ‘Reckless.’ The picture ie 8'* 





Check-in set for early In March. 


ready three-fourths filmed. 
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Mannie Cohen Resigns as Par Prod. 
Head; Herzbrun-Lubitsch at Helm 





(Continued from page 1) 


stockholder assent, and before the 

court confirms formally the pro- 

posed plan, as fair and equitable. 
These modifications are: 


(1) Interest on the $4,500,000 to 
be paid in cash t« the banks, as part 
of the $13,000,000 ‘film hocking’ set- 
tlement, should be reduced from 6% 
to 5%. This will reduce the com- 
pany’s interest requirements slight- 
ly more than $45,000 annually. 

(2) Terms of directors shall be 
divided into three classes—one, two 
and three years. 

Originally the plan as proposed 
provided that one-fourth of the di- 
rectors shall be elected for four 
years. Those who objected to this 
provision have argued that the 
board shall be elected annually. 

The court, however, accepts the 
suggested compromise of the pro- 
ponents of the plan by including a 
three-year class. The court also 
provides an amendment that at the 
end of three years, the board shall 
be elected annually, with the pro- 
viso that culmulative voting, be 
allowed, thereafter. 

In the opinion of the court, this 
division of the directors into groups, 
allowing for a three-year term, is 
necessary in order to assure some 
form of continuity to the company 
management and permanency as to 
company policy. 

At the last court hearing on the 
Paramount plan, official cog- 
nizance was given for the first time 
to the possibility of Frank C. Walk- 
er being named to the board. His 
name was mentioned as a likely 
17th member of the directorate by 
Attorney Alfred Cook, counsel to 
Paramount, in the matter of the 
presentation of the proposed re- 
organization plan. Observers in 
court felt that perhaps this inclus- 
ion of Walker, heretofore, without 
previous official notice, was a strat- 
egic move for political reasons with- 
in Paramount or outside. 

Walker had been discussed in 
trace circles as a _ possible Erpi 
nomination for the board. In view 
of the possible investigation of the 
A.T.&T.—Erpi’s parent company— 
by Congress, now in session, it was 
felt that such sponsorship would be 
unwelcome to Walker. It was in 
this light, plus the old Comerford 
chain angle, that some observers in 
court looked upon the sufden an- 
nouncement of Walker's name. 
However, it developed that Walker 
had been agreed upon previously as 
on the Fortington group. It is as 
possible that Walker is a nominee 
of the Par management group, ac- 
cording to others, 

Attorney Cook indicated in court 
that Walker had not, at that time, 
indicated his consent to serve. 

Cook’s 18 Board Plan 

Cook also prompted the sugges- 
tion that perhaps the néw board 
should comprise 18 members. Then, 
under a divisional grouping of di- 
rectors according to their terms, 
from one to three years, there would 
be a group of six directors elected 
under each of the terms involved, 
for one, two and three years. Pres- 
ently the proposed plan allows a 
maximum directorate of 20. 

No name was mentioned for the 
18th director. 

Federal Judge A. C. Coxe holds 
that the court should have the re- 
sponsibility of approving the new 
board or at least a veto power over 
the personnel of the initial board, 
but as interpreted according to 
Judge Cox’s opinion, this does not 
mean that the court should deny 
any nominee as not proper, or any 
Official of the company as unfit. 

In its remarks, the court took of- 
ficial cognizance of the 17 men 
named by Attorney Cook. 


The 17 board members men- 


tioned inclusive of Walker, in- 
clude Charles E. Richardson, 
John D. Hertz, H. A. Fort- 


ington, William S. Gray, Jr., George 
J. Schaefer, Percy H. Johnston, 
Charles <A. McCulloch, Robert K. 
Cassat, Frank A. Vanderlip, Duncan 
G. Harris, Maurice Newton, Stephen 


. Callaghan, Gerald Brooks, Henry B. 


Luce, 
Zukor. 
Judge Coxe indicated that there 
was a practical unanimity of 
Opinion on the part of counsel and 
all persons interested in Para- 
mount; and that the company 


Mloyd Oldum and Adolph 


Should be taken out of the hands 
of the court as swiftly as possible. 

Judge Coxe holds that the pro- 
posed settlements with Allied Own- 
erg and the Paramount Broadway 


bondholders, are substantially fair 
and should be carried out. 

There had been opposition to 
both settlements. Attorneys for 
Allied Owners, Goldwater & Flynn, 
for example, had objected to the 
Par-Broadway deal. Others also 
objected, and there were some who 
objected to the Allied Owners 
(Greve) settlement. 

Judge Coxe’s Idea 

‘As to the Allied Owners claim,’ 
observed Judge Coxe, ‘the claim is 
roughly $23,000,000. It is proposed 
in the plan of reorganization that 
it be compromised and settled by 
allowing the claim in the sum of 
$5,000,000, and also by paying to 
Allied Owners’ estate $150,000 for 
use and occupation. It is also pro- 
vided as part of the settlement that 
the Paramount company will re- 
tain four of the principal theatres 
in the Paramount system under ar- 
rangements which I think are sub- 
stantially reasonable and fair.’ 

As to the Paramount-Broadway 
settlement, Judge Coxe stated: 

‘With the Paramount-Broadway 
settlement, claims have been filed 
aggregating in amount roughly 
$178,000,000, and it is proposed to 
give to the present Paramount- 
Broadway bondholders new First 
Mortgage bonds par for par, bear- 
ing guaranteed interest of 3%, and 
also a substantial sinking fund. In 
the case of the Paramount-Broad- 
way company the settlement will 
leave the present bondholders, ag- 
gregating in amount $8,875,000, with 
bonds bearing the same _ security 
that they have now, but with a 
smaller interest rate, giving to the 
Paramount company the control 
and the possession of the present 
Paramount Bldg. in N. Y. C. 

‘There has been considerable dis- 
cussion as to whether the various 
leases to be made by the new com- 
pany for office space and for the 
theatre in the Paramount Bldg. 
warrant this arrangement....I am 
inclined to think that the Para- 
mount Bldg. is @ substantial asset 
in the whole structure of the Para- 
mount properties.’ 

Judge Coxe says that in regard 
to the conversion feature of the 
preferred stock offered to the unse- 
cured creditors, that in view of the 
fact that the creditors are relin- 
quishing what has heretofore been 
a fixed obligation and they are tak- 
ing, in place of part of it, a junior 
security, the court felt that the 
conversion feature permitting the 
preferred stockholder to convert 
this stock into common stock at 
the rate of seven shares of common 
to one of the preferred is entirely 
proper and fair. 

Judge Coxe also feels that the 
creditors of the company are en- 
titled to have the voting control, 
and that therefore it seems that the 
provision that each share of first 
preferred shall be entitled to 20 
votes is a reasonable one. 

Why Interest Reduced 

Insofar as the new bank debt Is 
concerned, Judge Coxe feels that 
reduction in interest is called for 
because the banks are being placed 
in an advantageous position with 
respect to that particular fund, and 
that if receivers’ certificates had 
been issued for the amount, these 





certificates might -not have borne 
more than 6% interest. 

As to treatment of the creditors, 
Judge Coxe views that it is fair 
treatment, particularly in view of 
the fact that all creditors are 
placed in one class regardless of 
whether they are unsecured credit- 
tors, debenture holders or other- 
wise. 

Judge Coxe also went into the 
matter of criticism which had been 
made in regard of the rights and 
warrants to stockholders to sub- 
scribe for new stock. On these, 
among other things, Judge Coxe 
feels that these warrants should be 
offered first to the common stock- 
holders as it is proposed in the plan, 
rather than as it was urged by 
some attorneys, to the creditors and 
debenture holders. 

It was also the court's opinion, 
that he was not sure but what more 
financing than is called for under 
the plan, may be necessary for 
working capital. 

‘In the main, therefore,’ says 
Judge Coxe, ‘I am aatisfied that 
the treatment to be accorded to the 
common stockholders is entirely 
fair and reasonable.’ 


MG DEVELOPS 3d 
DIMENSIONAL 
EFFECT 


Hollywood, Feb, 4. 

A third dimensional effect has 
been produced on straight film by a 
new process developed and now in 
process of perfection by John 
Nickolaus, head of the Metro lab- 
oratory. 

The basic idea is the bombard- 
ment of the film, in process of de- 
velopment, by atoms of a chemi- 
cal solution under pressure, by 
means of which chemical unsteadi- 
ness is eliminated. This has been 
a major problem confronting lab- 
oratory technicians since film origi- 
nated. 

By this means all oxidized solu- 
tion is immediately removed from 
contact with the film. This results 
in a negative which gives a certain 
degree of depth in the _ release 
print. 

Nickolaus has worked on this 
idea for more than two years, and 
the process has reached a stage of 
practical development which has 
decided Metro to use it on all future 
releases. 


BROWN GIVEN REINS ON 
AIR FILMUSICAL AT WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Harry Joe Brown has been given 
the supervisory assignment on War- 
ners ‘Radio Jamboree’ and ‘Serves 
You Right’, starrer for Joan Blon- 
dell. Pictures make Brown's 11th 
and 12th productions since he joined 
the studio last July. 

George Bricker is scripting ‘Jam- 
boree’, which will have all the stu- 
dio’s top names in the cast plus sev- 
eral radio names. Latter will be 
photographed in New York. Erwin 
Gelsey is doing the screen play for 
‘Serves You Right’. 











F-WC Sale at $15,500,000 Consummated: 
Gumbiner, Bards 2 Anti-Trust Suits 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Sale of assets of the defunct Fox- 
West Coast theatre circuit to Na- 
tional Theatres Corp., new holding 
company replacing Wesco, was con- 
summated Saturday (2) for approx- 
imately $15,500,000. Last-minute 
withdrawal by Chase National Bank 
of its claim of $800,000, and by West 
Coast Hollywood Theatres group of 
$50,000 claim, both of which had 
never been adjudicated by court, 
paved the way for the transfer of 
stock of the bankrupt corporation 
to the new holding company. 

While final sale was being nego- 
tiated, two actions brought under 
the provisions of the Sherman- 
Clayton anti-trust law were being 
filed in U. S. District Court here 
naming the bankrupt estate and its 
three trustees, Charles Skouras, 
Will Moore and Charles Irwin, as 





well aga ail major distributors and 





several F-WC subsidiary companies 
as defendants. 

Action, filed by W. H. Gumbiner, 
operating Tower and Cameo the- 
atres and former owner of the Los 
Angeles theatre, asks $1,520,000 each 
from the defendants, which, if tre- 
bled under the Sherman Act provi- 
sion, would total $39,325,000. 

Coleata Corp., headed by Lou 
Bard, president, and operating Col- 
orado theatre in Pasadena, filed a 
similar action in same court for 
$400,000 from three trustees and 
major distributing companies, alleg- 
ing film monopoly by bankrupt cir- 
cuit in Pasadena, through which 
the Colorado theatre was unable to 
get adequate major product. 

Final discharge of the trustees in 
the bankruptcy is expected April 1, 
when they submit final report on 
their stewardship, which began in 
April, 1933. 





Par Holders 


Unofficial report of those 
who hold $100,000 or more in 


Paramount securities include 
Lehman Bros., Kuhn-Loeb, 
Lazard Freres, Hallgarten, 


Gerald Brooks, Harry Content, 
Belden & Co., Newborg & Co., 
and Elliot Cox. 

David O. Selznick, Metro 
producer, is said to own §$19,- 
000 in Par securities. 

Vanderlip Committee sup- 
posedly represents around 
$14,000,000 in holders of Par 
securities, the Munger-Szold 
committee around $500,000. 

Belden & Co., holding an es- 
timated $800,000 in Par securi- 
ties, is believed to be the nom- 
inee of the Fortington group. 
Elliot Cox and Lazard Freres, 
together, are estimated to hold 
around $750,000 in securities, 
Lehman Bros., $350,000; Kuhn- 
Loeb, $2,000,000, and up. 


SEE CHANCE OF 
UP-PAYROLLS 
THIS YEAR 


As the picture business’ pioneer 
in salary cutting, Paramount may 
soon start its way back to a bigger 
payroll. This is the expectation 
from within when reorganization of 
the company is finally set up. Dur- 
ing bankruptcy pay increases at 
highly —irec- 











Par, ‘even where 
ommended by heads of departments, 
have been turned down by _ the 
trustees. A few, however, have been 
okayed, but largely where the re- 
cipient has been loaded with extra 
work. 

Par put through four differ- 
ent salary cuts. Two affected all 
third touched the 

brackets, and a 


employees, a 
higher salary 
fourth, the lower salaried people. 
Because of this situation, boosts 
may first be passed around where 
they are felt to be most deserved. 

This has been done in other com- 
panies since the salary _ slicing. 
Warner Bros. handed out certain 
increases, while Metro recently re- 
turned its cut. 

The first cut to come back was 
about a year ago in United Art- 
ists. Metro waited a year or more 
after the other majors had stripped 
their payrolls until it cut, and kept 
its word with employees that the 
slice would be restored as soon as 
conditions improved. 

National Screen Service invoked 
three different salary cuts. Before 
the end of the past year it had re- 
stored its third slice to all em- 
ployees, and may, along with major 
producer-distributors, increase its | 
payroll this year. 

The M.P.P.D.A. is wholly in 
favor of continuing the five-day 
week. This is one break, prior to 
NRA, which salaried people in films 
received to make up for the cuts 
they had taken. Office boys and 
lesser help, through the Blue Eagle, 
then also received slight raises, 

Carrying some weight with re- 
spect to restoration of cuts is the 
fact that other industries have 
eliminated slices and that the Gov- 
ernment is committed to putting all 
its employees back on pre-depres- 
sion salaries. The U.S. restored 


De Mille’s Vindication in Tax 
Claim Seen as General Victory 
For Personally-Owned Co.'s 


+ nS ee 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

Government crusade to penalize 
film producers accused of dodging 
income taxes received a sharp set- 
back Friday (1) when the U. S. 
Board of Tax Appeals ruled that 
Cecil Be. de Mille Productions, Inc., 
had not accumulated unreasonable 
reserves for the purpose of tax 
avoidance. 

While the board split on the 
issue, the majority decision cleared 
the Hollywood producer of suspi- 
cion that his personally owned cor- 
poration had been manipulated to 
reduce his personal tax liability. 
Decision wiped out deficiency as- 
sessments of nearly $1,700,000 im- 
posed by the Government. On a 
minor issue de Mille lost out when 
the board found a deficiency of $953 
in the tax payments of his wife, 
Constance. 

Strikingly similar to a prior case 
involving William de Mille—who, 
incidentally, was found by the 
Board to have avoided taxes by 
borrowing large sums from his per- 
sonal corporation — this dispute 
marked the first important victory 
within the film industry against the 
Roosevelt-supported drive to round 
up persons suspected of having held 
out on back taxes. 

The gist of the board’s majority 
opinion was that: 

‘In view of the evidence as to the 
costs of picture production, and as 
to the marketing hazards of the 
business which involve the risk that 
the talent and taste of the producer 
may not satisfy the public fancy, 
we cannot say that the surplus ac- 
cumulated by this corporate peti- 
tioner was beyond that necessary 
to its ends.’ 

The alleged deficiencies amount 
to $189,487 for de Mille as an indi- 
vidual and $1,486,317 for the pro- 
duction company. 

Reviewing a detailed and involved 
record, the majority noted that over 
nearly a score of years de Mille had 
run into numerous hazards and had 
frequently been forced to withdraw 
from contracts with other major 
companies to whom his services 
were leased. These facts were in- 
terpreted as complete substantia- 
tion for his claim that the company 
surplus was accumulated as protec- 

(Continued on page 48) 


REEVES ESPY T0 
JOIN GOLDWYN 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Reeves Espy, assistant to Charles 
Skouras in the operation of Fox 
West Coast theatres, will leave that 
organization March 1 to become as- 
sociated with Samuel Goldwyn in 
an executive capacity, handling both 
production and theatre contact. 

Espy came here from St. Louis 
where he had been with the Skouras 
Bros. for a number of years. 


AYLESWORTH ON COAST 
GETTING COOPER SET 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Basic purpose of visit here by 
Merlin H. Aylesworth is for a re- 











adjustment of Merian Cooper's con- 


tract for two pictures. without op- 
tions, for Radio. 

Understood that after completing 
Rider Haggard's story, ‘She’, now 
in production. Cooper would duck 
making ‘Pompeii’, though story has 
been in preparation for months. 

Original plan was for Cooper to 











10% of its 15% cut to all Federal 
employees last year and has prom- 
ised the balance of 5% this July 1. 
New York State during the past | 
week also recommended complete | 








year. 
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restoration of salary reductions this | J 
jiwo more instead of ‘Pompeii’, 


join the Whitney-Pioneer organiza- 
tion as v.p. and production head 
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Amestenest Stocks Dip Downward 
Along with a Listless Market 











. , . 
Stock values drifted fractionally Yesterday 8 Prices 
lower in the dullest full-day session 
. Net 
in weeks yesterday (Monday). Vol- Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
“ay ” . 200 Am. Seat.. 4% 4% — 
ume was below Saturday’s two-hour 100 _ Pot. oon oon oot ly 
sess , 99.09 shares o 300 East. K...113 112% 112% — % 
session when 399,090 shares ex 5,900 Gen. El... 28% 23 23% — 
changed hands. Amusement stock 1,600 Loew ..... 382% 82% 824% — 
; i 3,000 Par. ctfs.. 3% 8% 3% 
prices also edged downward, but 100 Pathe A... 14% 14% 14% — % 
; lain gennvenet i tl 4,400 RCA ...... 5% 5% 5%— 
Paramount liens recovered from the 2°00 Radio B... 42,6 41-—«d41SO—1 
. . 7 7, 
week-end profit-taking. The street 900 W.B. . om... 8% 38% 
doesn’t expect the gold-clause deci- ae ee 12% 12 12 —-% 
sion now until Wednesday or later. 800 Trans-L. 3 a 7 
Amusement stocks drifted list- BONDS 
ssly ¢ > wi *hole market $1,000 Gen. Th... 8% Se 8&% 
less!) along with the ‘who e : S000 Lan .’"s08i toate 10418 — 
during the past week. A tendency 40,000 Par-F-L .. 68% oT 68% + 
ir up with the remainder of 17,000 do. ctfs.. 68 L — 
oS - P he clos Saturday 66,000 Par-Pub, .. 68% 67% 67% 
the list near the close a y 83,000 do. ctfs.. 68 671% 68 +1 
aided the Amusement Group, which 10,000 W.B. ..... 56% 56 S56%— % 











closed slightly above 24%. Here it 
was off 0.395 points on the week. 
The high mark for the group was 
251% and the low was at 24%.  Vol- 
ume slid off the same as it did in 
other groups. 

General trend of prices wa# in- 
dicated by the way Dow-Jones in- 
dustrial averages finished the week. 
After getting down to nearly 100, 
the averages wound up at 102.20 for 
a loss of 0.36 points, or fractionally 
less than the decline of the preced- 
ing week. Rails and utilities were 
in about the same boat. 

Outside of a few minor instances, 
amusement issues wound up behind 
the minus sign. Losses generally 
were small ones and trading was so 
inactive that even these meant little 
to the general market picture. The 
principal major loss, outside of a 
few inactive preferreds, :was that 
suffered by Radio preferred A, 
which fell back 1% points and 
closed at 60%. The high level for 
this stock was 61%, and the low 
was at 59%. 

For no apparent reason, other 
than a lack of general support, sev- 
eral preferred stocks dropped down 


Hearst's 2d Pix 
Nix, This Time, 
‘March of Time 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Hearst papers have been ordered 
to thumb ‘the new ‘March of Time’ 
reel, it was disclosed here when the 
News-Post wouldn’t go for a line of 
mention on it. Understood the ban 
order comes direct trom Hearst 
headquarters and carries through to 
all the Hearst chain with no re- 
views, art or publicity to break. 

It dates from the fact that Hearst 
doesn’t like Time, the mag alleged- 
ly having grilled the publisher on 
several occasions in the past. 
Hearst unlimbered another film 
dislike here recently when he or- 








perceptibly. Loew’s preferred oa dered the local paper to nix Walter 
to 102, where it closed, off 1% Wanger’s ‘President Vanishes.’ 
points. Warner Bros. preferred 


dropped back to 21% for Saturday’s 
close. ‘There it was down 2% 
points, with the usual small num- 
ber of transactions reported. 

Westinghouse preferred rose to a 
new 1934-’35 high at 99... But it 
dropped back rapidly, after selling 
ex-dividend, and showed a loss of 
7144 points at the close. Though only 
40 shares changed hands, the issue 
wound up the week at 90%. 

The preferred issues of Consoli- 
dated Film Industries, Pathe (A 
stock) and Radio (B stock) all were 
off five-eighths at the conclusion of 

(Continued on page 25) 


Exhibs Yip at 
Hearst Chi H.-E. 


Crime Photos 


Sy’cuse Exhibs No 
Like Hearst Amus. 
Ads for Comm’! Film 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 4. 

Syracuse gets its second adver- 
tising show of the season Thursday, 
when ‘The Freedom of the Shes,’ 
sponsored by Norge, plays a special 
morning matinee at RKO Keith’s. 
Free tickets are being distributed 
through the local A. & P. chain 
stores and the Stone Piano Co. 

Display copy placed cooperatively 
by Norge and the local jobbers, B. H. 
Spinney Co., was accepted by 
Hearst’s Sunday American for its 
dramatic section, where it domi- 
nated. 

Exhibitors looked askance at the 
paper’s policy, arguing that the 
precedent thus established was a 
menace to the commercial theatre. 











‘WEDDING NIGHT’ OVER 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Goldwyn has finished ‘Wedding 
Night’ after two weeks of retakes. 
Bad weather delayed it. 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Circuits, indies and exhibitor as- 
gociations have sent squawks to the 


GB-METRO EXCHANGE 


Willing to Lend Jessie Matthews If 
Getting Beery 








Metro is negotiating with Gau- 
mont-British for a loan of Jessie 
Matthews, whom G-B has tied up 
on a long term paper. 

G-B is willing to let the girl go 
for one film if getting Wallace 
Beery or someone of like import for 
one film in exchange, but not other- 
wise, 


JR. LAEMMLE’S 
7 AT $400,000 
A SMACK 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Lineup ‘of productions at Univer- 
sal to be handled by Carl Laem- 
mle, Jr., has. been jumped from six 
to seven. ‘Return of Frankenstein,’ 
now in production at the studio, is 
the extra feature. Group to be 
made by Laemmle, Jr., will be budg- 
eted at around $400,000 each, 

Only other picture set so far is 
‘Show Boat,’ with Irene Dunne. 
Young Laemmle is‘ looking for a 
story to co-star Edward G. Robin- 
son and Claudette Colbert and is 
negotiating for the players. Same 
situation pertains to John Barry- 
more. James Whale will direct two 
of the pictures and R. C. Sherriff 
will write an original story for an- 
other, prt 

Possibilities are that the remake 
of ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ will 
be given to him as a tail-ender, 
with either Claude Rains or Boris 
Karloff in the lead. 











Mooser on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
George Mooser is here from Lon- 
don looking after George Bancroft’s 
business affairs while the latter is 
in New York. 
Actor due back next week. 





L. A. TON. Y. 
Frank Brandow. 
Frank Carruthers, 
Victor H.: Clarke. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Eugene Forde. 
James: E... Francis. 
Simeon Gest. 
Lucille Gleason. 
James R. Grainger. 
Sonya Levien. 
Joe Mankiewicz, 
Fred Pelton. 

Bob Ritchie. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Spyros Skouras. 
John Stone. 
Joe Tuohey. 


N. Y. TOL. A. 


Mrs. Milton Biow. 
Max Dreyfus. 
Margaret Fishback. 
Henry Fonda. 
Janet Gaynor. 
Walter Herzbrun. 
Alice Hughes. 

Al Kingston, 








Pauline Lord. 





Hearst office here because of the 
spotting of crime and crime-death 
pictures right in front of the amuse- 
ment section of the Sunday Herald- 
and-Examiner. 

Theatres are yelping that the 
three pages of crime and: death 
photos are hurting the amusement 
section on Sunday and keeping wo- 
men from scanning through the 


Product Half Year 


Claim Minn. Exchanges Selling ‘36 ‘ 


Ahead of Schedule 








amusement pages. Theatres point to 
parents who are destroying the sec- 
tion so that it won’t get into the 
hands of the children. 

So far the Hearst rag gives no 
indication of shifting the crime pho- 
tos to another spot. 


Bank Laws Former Film 
Head for $193,000 Loan 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Loans made to L. A, Young, as 
president of Tiffany Productions in 
1931, declared to amount to $193,033, 
as a balance of an original $302,000 
advance, are being called through 
Superior Court suit by Bank of 
America National Trust & Savings 
Association. 
Suit is also brought against Ola 
Young as guarantor of the loan. 


JUST INQUIRING 


Only Bids on Loew’s N. Y.-Criterion 
Property Thus Far 











Bids to the Paramount trustees on 
the Criterion-Loew’s New York 
property, closed during the past 
week, included mostly inquiries as 
to more particulars with respect to 
the property, it is understood, with 
probability not remote that a fore- 
closure sale will now be held. 

Proceedings on a _ foreclosure, 
brought by the City Bank Farmers 
Trust Co. have not reached the 
point as yet where a date for public 
sale has been set but expected that 
this will be done ‘when certain de- 
tails with respect to the mortgage 
have been cleared up.” The City 
Bank mortgage is for $4,000,000, plus 
back interest. 
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Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

Most local film exchanges are pull- 
ing something new by starting to 
sell their 1935-36 product. Cam- 
paigns began more than a month 
‘ago, a full half-year or longer 
ahead of ordinary starting time. 

Exchange heads explain the pro- 
cedure on the grounds that exhib- 
itors are anxious to get set on 
product in which they have con- 
fidence and that they ‘actually have 
been asking the exchanges for the 
privilege of buying despite the’ fact 
that no dope is available yet as to 
what the picture line-up will be.’ 
The increased number of competi- 
tive situations is a factor, there be- 
ing more of these than at any time 
in years. 

If that explanation is correct 
biock booking antagonists .may 
have’ something to ponder in‘ the 
situation, 


j-to translate the lengthy volume “into English. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures B 


Recent official adoption of the camera as the last word in Judging the 
finish of a horse race recalls that Joe Howard, the songwriter, had the 
idea some 30 years ago. Howard at the time was interested in motion 
pictures for the then prevalent illustrated songs, but has was enthusiastie 
over the idea of using the camera, shooting across the finish line, for final 
decision on a disputed race. With the apparatus then in use it was not 
regarded as practicable to quickly develop the strip of film, but Howard 
was keen for the idea and got considerable press work out of a spiel he 
prepared on the future possibilities of the pictures, including the periodic 
exposure of growing plants, later adopted by the Department of Agricul- 
ture. Unlike many men with ideas in advance of his day, he lives to see 
his dream come true. 








Although there is an iron-clad agreement or understanding- on the 
Coast that titles of pictures to be previewed must not be divulged in 
advance by theatres, Metro violated the rule of its own accord when it 
previewed its ‘After Office Hours’ twice within three days at the Alex- 
ander, Glendale, Calif, Sneak was pulled on a Sunday night, but audi- 
ence was much too slim to give studio exets a comprehensive idea of 
how pic would react. Result was that on the following Tuesday night 


pic was again spotted in the Alexander for qa second advance screening, 


with house authorized to publicize the title, to offset any kickbacks that 
might be brought through repeat biz. 





Loew is trying to duck the booking of’ ‘Bengal Lancer’ for the State 
on Broadway, figuring that the Par film will have exhausted its Main 
Stem power after its scheduled (current) two weeks at the Rialto. Pic 


was shunted into the latter house Friday (1) after three weeks at the 


Paramount. Rialto’s scale is lower than the State’s, which is another 
reason Loew now doesn’t want ‘Lancer.’ State has been playing second- 
runs out of the Broadway deluxers, mainly the Capitol and Paramount, 


| but never third-runs, 


One reason for ‘Lancers’ curtailed run at the Par is that outlying 
exhibitors are clamoring for the pic. 





First instance of the morality clause being pulled on a dance director, 
thereby terminating his contract, may be the upshot of a private quis 
being conducted by the offended studio into charges that the routiner 


had taken undue liberties in working the girls to the point of exhaustion - 


and intruding on their privacy. Two complaints by mothers of line girls 


charge that their daughters had been worked far into the night after » 


toiling all day and that the director entered the dressing room while the 
girls were in varying stages of undress. Offender has been haled before 


the studio heads and if charges are borne out he may suffer cancellation ° 


of his pact. 





While industry leaders and lobbyists lament the number of bills s0 
far brought out in Washington, some comfort is expressed in the obser- 
vation that at this session there are so many other important matters 
to be decided that film measures may be sidetracked. Certain congress- 


men who, at other times, might be concentrating on anti-film bills, this _ 
year are known to be too busy to bother about the picture industry, 


This includes a supposed arch-enemy of the picture interests who, in- 


siders report, will have no time at this session to try to write and argue. 


laws affecting films. 





Prominent director who ran afoul the Board of Education regula- 
tions regarding the working of juveniles far into the night, finds himself 
on the taboo list and denied the use of school children in his pictures 
until the board sees fit to lift the embargo. Action against director was 
taken on complaint that he worked a 9-year-old girl after 10 p.m., the 
curfew ringing for the tots at 9 p.m. School board sent an investigator 
to the studio, who was told off-hand that he was not welcome. Double 


‘burn called for a double dose and the ban was slapped on pronto, sans 


the customary reprimand. 





A strong front of chain theatre leaders will attend the M.P.T.O.A. con- 
vention in New Orleans the end of this month, Possibilities are that 
fireworks may occur on certain questions between this faction, because 
of its affiliated connections, and the out-and-out independent exhibitors 
Virtually all of Paramount’s big theatre partners-operators are going. 

Under an amendment to the by-laws of the M.P.T.O.A. a few years ago 
affiliated chains become members of the organization, thus setting it 
somewhat apart from its more militant rival, Allied States. 





Hubert Voight, recently winding up as studio publicity director for 
Columbia, has nixed an offer as assistant to Charlie Kinfeld in Warners 
home office and elected to stay on the Coast in an ad contact agency. 
Voight, setting up his own biz, will represent class photographers and 
use them for photoing names he obtains on product tieups. Combining 
camera and tieup is a new angle on a business that has been disastrous 
in Hollywood for all but a scant half dozen adventurers. 





Harold Smith, Paris Hays office rep, whose chief job is fighting quotas, 
heaves a diplomatic bouquet at French officialdom in an article in 
Franco-American Trade, organ of American Chamber of Commerce in 
France. Functionaries are always sympathetic to U. S., he says, only 
they don’t always have the last word in making regulations. 

Smith also revitws history of U. S. film biz in France in his article. 





Heads of studio publicity departments, meeting under the Hays office 
wing, voted to endeavor to smoke out the free lance p.a.’s who are allow- 
ing their clients to pose for the armpit, whiskey and lingerie ads. All 
objectionable tie-ups having been erased from studio press agentry, the 
studio chiefs appointed a committee of three to investigate the banned 
adv. poses and to devise punitive methods for the violators. 





First of the series of art posters to come from J. J. McCarthy’s de- 
partment in the Hays office are beginning to appear in theatre lobbies 
in Times Square area. Many houses used them in one-sheet frames. 
There are six posters, taken from as many original drawings by M. Leon 
Bracker. They will go to exhibitors in this country, England and Austra- 
lia, one to be sent out each month starting with distribution in February. 


- 





Although having no exclusive contracts with Warner Bros. and Metro, 
—the only majors which get out their own trailers—National Screen 
Service is getting around the necessity of stills and negative from re# 
leases of these companies by staging sceneg for the. production of trailer 
material on such pictures, 





Arbitration proceedings into the alleged contract violations by RKO as 
regards .the leases on the east side Apollo and the Hollywood theatres, 
in New York, will be resumed today (Tuesday). Efforts at settlement 
of the matter by RKO have. proved wnavailing. Major Lambert, of the 
RKO legal staff, has been in charge of the proceedings. 





Major company bought a German novel and engaged three interpreters 
Translators workcd sev- 
eral weeks at a cost to the company of $3,500 and a week before they 
finished their task the novel was published in English at $2 a copy. 
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L. A. Clearance Sked Providing 
For 5c Exhibs Indicates No C. A. 
Aim to Squeeze Out Anybody 





The Film Code Authority ap- 
proved, in principal, the first clear- 
ance schedule in the United States 
by its action in putting an okay on 
the Los Angeles sked at the meet- 
ing last Thursday (31). The pres- 
ence of Deputy Administrator W. P. 
Farnsworth from Washington was 
looked on:’by several C. A. mem- 
bers as being the deciding factor 
which swayed the Authority into a 
final decision. 

The full attendance of the C. A. 
is reported to have voted 7 to 3 on 
this Los Angeles schedule. The of- 
ficial statement on the vote simply 
was that it was not unanimious. 
The sked is based on prices of ad- 


mission as prepared by the L. A. 
zoning and clearance board. 
This schedule regulates the 


amount of clearance to be bought 
by the exhibitor and sold by the 
distributor in a territory covering 
approximately 450 theatres. It cov- 
ers all of Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Pasnodena, Alhambra and extends as 
far north as Bakersfield and west- 
ward to Phoeniz, Ariz., and to a few 
small communities in western New 
Mexico. It applies to about 200 
smaller towns and cities in addition 
to those mentioned. 

The Code Authority as yet has not 
approved all individual zones that 
have been set up by this schedule, 
and on these there have been some 
appesls taken. In official circles, 
it was forecast that the zoning por- 
tion of the schedule would be ap- 
proved at the C. A. session this 
week. With some 29 individual 
zones in the L. A. area alone, this 
portion of the schedule work may 
not have as smooth sailing as now 
appears. 

The clearance schedule for L. A. 
will be effective as soon as an or- 
der is prepared by the Code Author- 
ity, which will be in about two 
weeks, it is expected. This will 
give clearance for the remainder of 
the 1935 season on the west coast. 

The L. A. zoning-clearance sched- 
ule battle has been hanging fire ever 
since the C. A. ruled last September 
that any attempt to include penal- 
ties against double and triple fea- 
ture billing would not be permitted. 
With the L. A. schedule dispute con- 
sidered practically out of the way, 
it was officially announced that 
every effort would be made to rush 
through other schedules now pend- 
ing. These include those for New 
Haven, Kansas City, one including 
parts of the Boston territory, and 
Detroit. In addition, there are to 
be hearings on individual appeals 
from the Buffalo district. 

The manner in which the Code 
Authority got down to facts and 
pushed through the L. A. clearance 
sked seems to indicate that more 
speed will be possible in getting re- 
sults on pending schedules. 

The Los Angeles matter went to 
three committee sessions and three 
or four meetings of the Code Au- 
thority during the present seance 
before decisive action was taken. 
The confabs were stretched over a 
period of approximately three weeks. 

But with the authority members 
apparently definitely committed to 
a definite principle on schedule 
matters, such delays perhaps will 
be cut to a minimum in coming to 
agreements for other sections of the 
country. At least, C. A. members 
are hopeful that in disposing of part 
of the Los Angeles difficulties they 
have cracked the hardest nut. 

The clearance rules as applying 
to L. A. and the price on which 
clearances are predicated follows: 


Admission scale Clearance in days 


40c 21 
35c 28 
80c 35 
25c 49 
20¢ 77 
lic 126 
106 182 
5c 365 


The Los Angeles five-month tug- 
of-war becomes immediately effec- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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C. A. Costs for 35 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


Perfunctory discussions of the 
proposed 1935 Code Authority bud- 
get and assessment levies was in- 
dicated today when W. P. Farns- 
worth announced not a single re- 
quest had been received to appear 
at the hearing tomorrow (Tues- 
day). 

Proceedings will bring the film 
codists under scrutiny of Hiram 8S. 
Brown, former RKO head, now act- 
ing as final budget authority for the 
Government. Brown will have the 
last word on financing. Brown's 
principal responsibility is to hold 
Code Authority expenditures to 
rock bottom. 


C.A. OKAY OF L.A. 
ENDS FOX-WC 
SKED PRONTO 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Approval by the Code Authority 
last Thursday (31) of a price zon- 
ing schedule for Los Angeles winds 
up a fight that has continued since 
early fall. Schedule for 1934-35 
was finally worked out here by the 
local zoning-clearance board, after 
its original draft had been given a 
thumbs-down treatment because it 
penalized dual and triple feature 
bills. 

Number of complaints were heard 
by the local board, with a few ap- 
peals being carried to the C. A.,, 
speedy disposal of which are now 
anticipated. 

New schedule, as soon as promul- 
gated, will automatically wipe out 
the Fox-West Coast protection 
sheet, set up by the circuit during 
the early part of the season, as a 
protection for its various runs. 


IA. ATTY GEN 
OK’S BANK NITE 














Des Moines, Feb. 4. 


Attorney General Edward L. 
O’Connor, in an opinion issued Jan. 
26 to all Iowa county attorneys, held 
that the ‘bank night’ plan utilized 
by hundreds of exhibitors in the 
state can be so operated that it 
doesn’t constitute a lottery, after 
all. This opinion supplements one 
issued by the attorney general’s 
office just 12 days previous, in which 
the plan was held unlawful. 

The office of the attorney general 
now holds that when bank night is 
conducted in ‘such a manner as to 
permit the holder of a free number 
or a free chance to claim and pro- 
cure the prize,’ this does not consti- 
tute a lottery, and hence is not a 
law violation. ‘Anyone may give 
away their own property in any 
manner they deem fit and proper 
and may give it away by lot, 
chance or otherwise. However, 
where the operation of the bank 
night plan is so conducted as to re- 
quire the person holding the win- 
ning number or chance to also pur- 
chase a ticket of admission to the 
theatre, such practice ‘would con- 
stitute a violation of the law, in that 
the holder would be required to first 
part with a valuable consideration 
before being permitted to partici- 
pate in the prize drawing,’ the opin- 
ion states. 
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INDUSTRIAL 0S \62 Impartial Members on Various 


BlGbEoT MARKET 


Small-Size Talker, Dormant 
Past Two or Three Years, 
Suddenly Has Bull Market 





SALES’ BALLY 





After being neglected as a factor 
in the field of big business for 
two or three years, the develop- 
ment of sound-on-film in the 16- 
millimeter field in the last few 
months has brought about a rebirth 
of activity for the small-size talker. 
The interest taken by numerous in- 
dustrial companies in 16 mm, has 
brought a marked pick-up in sales 
for firms selling the small sound- 
projection equipment. More than 20 
prominent companies now employ 
the 16 mm, machines, film and 
equipment in putting over their 
sales message. 

The history of the small-size 
cameras and negative in the sound 


field has been much the same as it. 


was with large motion picture com- 
panies. Those interested in devel- 
oping sound in this classification 
soon found that the use of discs 
was unsatisfactory for virtually the 
same reasons that caused their 
downfall in the picture industry. 

But such strides have been made 
within the last year that now the 
16 mm, equipment projects a 12- 
foot picture 125 feet away and can 
be heard easily in an auditorium 
seating approximately 1,200 people. 
This equipment retails at little more 
than $700. It is practically fool- 
proof in operation, only requiring 
a person with a slight technical 
knowledge of motion picture opera- 
tion. No union operators have been 
required to date. The negative used 
is rated as non-inflammable. 

Technically, the equipment is 
much the same as the standard 
talking apparatus but on a minia- 
ture scale. A direct lighting sys- 
tem is employed and this provides 
500 to 750 watts of illumination. 
The film is power driven, the ma- 
chine has a mechanical filter and it 
has nearly all the many refinements 
known to sound films. 

Not such great strides have been 
made along the lines of perfecting 
a camera for taking 16 mm, talk- 
ing pictures. RCA has probably 
been m st successful. It now has 
a sound camera for these smaller 
pictures that retails for $250. This 
is known as the newsreel type and 
enables the cameraman only to talk 


(Continued on page 48) 





Grief Boards Being Circularized 
With a View to Code Revisions 





Dan Kelly Named to 
H’wood Extras Board 


« Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Code Authority has named Dan 
Kelly, Universal casting director, to 
the standing committee for extras, 
taking over the duties of Ben Pi- 
azza, who resigned due to pressure 
of biz in his executive spot at Para- 
mount. 

Appointment automatically plants 
him on the complaint and grievance 
committee. 


ALLEGE EXTRAS 
CUT-RATING; 
TRUCED 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Concerted action by three Holly- 
wood agencies cleared up a trouble- 
some situation at Paramount in 
which charges of code violation 
were hurled by extras assigned to 
‘The Crusades.’ Furore was gener- 
ated when Par attempted to hire the 
day workers on a flat weekly scale 
of $25. 

When it was pointed out that this 
was a breach of the.NRA, studio 
execs stated they were within their 
rights as the code made no provi- 
sions for weekly pay to the day 
workers. It was brought out that 
the situation is not new, that it had 
been invoked before without protest. 

Extras burned when Par is said 
to have warned them that if they 
refused the work, collegiates would 
be called in. They took their plaint 
to Central Casting, the Code Au- 
thority office here and the Screen 
Actors’ Guild. In a meeting with 
Par officials the fracas was quieted 
and all willing hands went back to 
work, some getting $50 weekly and 
others a straight $7.50 a day. 

Par’s defense against the day-to- 
day employment on ‘The Crusades’ 
set was that the armor is tailored 
to the individual and that it was 
necessary to insure their appearance 
for the possible 10 weeks’ run of 
the production. Plate weighs around 
90 pounds. 











See New Film C. A. 
Diligent Attendance at Code Meets 


Rules to Insure 





There is reason to believe that at 
some future date the film Code 
Authority will have to consider the 
enactment of a specific rule which 
will definitely establish the respon- 
sibility of C.A. members to serve 
on the code, when and as required, 
and also on the local boards. Some 
rule will be adopted to provide for 
the definite attendance of local 
board chairmen, as and when desig- 
nated to do so. This probably will 


be achieved by establishing a defi- 
nite responsibility upon the com- 
pany and exhibitor members of the 
code to fulfill their required duties 
under the code for the operation of 
same. 

Permanent chairmen of the local 
boards will likely be suggested as 
among the remedies. 

The professional chairman idea 
may be even further proposed to 





apply to special meetings of the 
Code Authority in New York. 

It would be the duty of the C.A. 
to promulgate rules, under such 
possible remedies, that would make 
it incumbent absolutely upon com- 
pany members and others to defi- 
nitely fulfill their professional code 
assignments, as required. 

Under such conditions, it is ex- 
pected that the companies, particu- 
larly, will be provided to designate 
certain employes or some individual 
whose principal duty will be to per- 
form the code jobs required tn such 
member's behalf. 

It is general trade knowledge 
that extreme difficulty is experi- 
enced on many occasions to get the 
proper individuals to sit on the 
Code Authority meetings or even on 
the local boards. Certain members 
of the Code Authority are known to 
have attended only as few as two 
sessions out of a possible 36 or 
more. 


+ 


Revision of the film code appears 
to be under way. The 62 impartial 
members of the various grievance 
boards are being canvassed by let- 
ter for the purpose of obtaining 
their views with regard to possible 
changes and improvements in the 
code. 


Such action is taken as an indi- 
cation of the intent of the Govern- 
ment to continue the code and to 
have the code extend beyond the 
present expiration date this com- 
ing summer. Appropriate legisla- 
tion for the continuance of the 
codes generally is expected by ob- 
servers to come up in Congress 
during the current session and to 
be adopted. 

These questionnaires to the im- 
partial members of the code have 
gone out under the direction of Ex- 
ecutive Secretary John C. Flinn, of 
the film code authority. The 62 
members who are being circularized 
are expected to provide best cross- 
section of authoritative lay ob- 
servation possible, as well as from 
the standpoint of those who are ac- 
tually engaged in the supervision of 
the code operation. 

Undoubtedly after consideration 
by the film Code Authority, in New 
York, many of the matters which 
will be sent in by those circularized, 
may be turned over to Washington, 

It is figur d that in this manner 
the operators of the Code Author- 
ity can achieve a blanket viewpoint 
as to value and the consequences of 
the code, from an impartial stand- 
point. This could serve as guidance 
for whatever possible necessary re- 
visions in the code rules may be 
deemed later, 


Threaten Code 
Revolt in Wis. 
Over Bank Nite 


Milwaukee, Feb. 4. 

Open warfare on the Fox-Wis- 
consin Amusement Enterprises’ pol- 
icy of ‘bank nights’ has been de- 
clared by the Independent Theatres’ 
Protective Association (combina- 
tion of Allied and MPTO) which 
threaten to ‘bust the code wide 
open.’ 

The independents have announced 
that unless the code authorities or 
Officials of the state do something 
about bank night before Wednesday 
(6) they willdeclare the code void 
and will go back into giveaways,, 
amateur nights, grocery nights, and 
every other ‘business puller.’ 














The independents have also asked 
for clearing up of the present zon- 
ing and clearance muddle, giving 
exchanges until Thursday (7) to 
give them some ‘light.’ 


BERINSTEIN PLUGS GAP 
ON L. A. ZONING BOARD 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

After months of delay, code au- 
thority finally got around to’ filling 
a vacancy on the Los Angeles zon- 
ing and clearance board that had 
existed over that period through the 
retirement gf Russell Rogers. Ben 
N. Berinstein was transferred from 
the local grievance board to the 
z-c tribunal, with Robert Whitson, 
indie operator, named to replace on 
the grief body. 

Code authority has previously re« 
fused to approve William Knott, 
Covina indie, for the vacant z-c spot, 
due to objections raised by the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of So, 
Cal, 
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‘Lancers $14,000, 2nd Wk., Paces 
Mediocre L. A. Biz; ‘Chairman’ Fair 





$19,000, 2 Houses; ‘Romance’ Skids. 





ie 
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Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Nothing startling or magnetic of- 
fered in the premiere houses in 
week, with the result 
Paramount, showing ‘Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer’ in second week, is 
the leader of the contingent. 

Will Rogers in ‘County Chair- 
man’ doing moderate business at 
both Chinese and State, 

Hollywood and RKO have little 
prestige in the leads of ‘Romance in 
Manhattan,’ as neither Francis Led- 
erer nor Ginger Rogers is ac- 
eredited b.o. in town. 

New stage policy, with the 
double feature offering as well, at 
the United Artists is a busto and 
not doing any more than house did 
with its various double feature 
policies since re-opening. 

Criterion dark this week after a 
rather bad session with ‘Life Re- 
turns.’ However, re-opening next 
week when it gets ‘Lives of a Ben- 
gal Lancer’ from the Paramount. 
‘Man of Aran’ getting around the 
regular Filmarte average, which 
gives house bit over operating ex- 
‘Baboona’ okay at the Four 


town this 


penses. 
Star, but not type of picture for 
this house. 
E-timates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30- 


40-55) —'The County Chairman’ 
(Fox). Nothing exciting, with the 
Rogers prestige pulling it through 
to very moderate take of around 
$8,000. Last week ‘Forsaking All 
Others’ (MG), stuck for an eight- 
day sojourn and an oke $10,100. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘The White Cockatoo’ (WB) 


and ‘Enchanted April’ (Radio), split. 


This combo got off to nice start, but 
with local papers panning the 
Harding opus, began to slough to 
around $4,500. Last week ‘Grand 
Old Girl’ (Radio) and ‘Best Man 
Wins’ (Col). Just could not keep 
up the starting pace and blew with 
a poor $3,300 take. 

Filmarte (Reisenfeld) (900; 40- 
50)—"Man of Aran’ (G-B). Created 
lot of local interest and looks good 
for two to three weeks, with initial 
stanza geared for $2,500. Last week 
‘Petersburg Nights’ (Amkino). Lo- 
cals manifested little desire for this 
one and it bowed out after six days 
with $1,600. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-35)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox). Customers here 
in good numbers and _ probably 
$3,100, okay. Last week ‘Don Juan’ 
(UA) and ‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox), 
though not up to advance expecta- 
tions, showed nice profit in eight- 
day run with $3.700 gross. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35- 
55-65)—“Romance of Manhattan’ 
(Radio). Lederer-Ginger Rogers 
combo not hot on draw power and 
will have to be content with around 
$4,700. Last week ‘Happiness 
Ahead’ (WB), a dud and loss for 
house at $4,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40)— 
*‘A Notorious Gentleman’ (U) and 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (Mono), split. 
Just screen attractions for house, 
which does not get a pick, and will 
give it grief at $2,700. Last week 
‘Daily Bread’ (UA), minus a baker’s 
tie-up and with Upton Sinclair not 
drawing beans, it remained in a 
lethargie state and got $2,600. 

Paramount ‘Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55) —‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and 
sage show (2nd week). Holdover 
session very good and will bow out 
with around $14,000. First stanza, 
with $1.65 premiere, hit very big 
$28,200. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-55-65)—‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan, (Radio). This 
one just another picture and $4,200 
will be lots of coin for it. Last 
week ‘Happiness Ahead’ (WB) 
could not get anywhere from the 
start and wended its way out with 
less than $3,600, for the house. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
§5)—‘The County Chairman’ (Fox). 
Rogers quite a fave here and, with 
take divided between here and Chi- 
nese, will bring in around $11,000. 
Last week ‘Forsaking All Others’ 
(MG), was right up to expectations 
with $14,000 for eight days. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25-30-40-55)—‘Transatlantic Merry- 
Go-Round’ (UA) and ‘Mystery 
Woman’ (Fox), split, and stage 
show. The Frank Orth stage show, 
which was figured to rejuvenate the 
house, is a nix-o and bargain show 
will not reach $3,000. Last week 
Don Juan’ (UA) and ‘Chan in 
Paris’ ‘Fox) had to striggle hard 
to touch the $2,900 mark, which is 
bad business for the house. 





ROBINSON’S ‘QUENTIN’ YARN 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Warners ‘Captain of the Yard’ 
prison break yarn has been changed 
to ‘San Quentin’ for FE. ¢ Robinson, 
fo take advantage of the recent 
publicity. 


‘COPPERFIELD,’ $10,006, 


es 


Columbus, Feb. 4 
‘David Copperfield’ packed ‘em in 
consistently, with trade running to 
carriages and class, and holdover 
was decided after second day of 
first week’s run. Two weeks is 
about all it can take, however. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ohio (Loew-UA) (3076: 30-42)— 
‘David Copperfield’ (MG). Should 
get big $10,000 in second’ week. Last 
week same film drew $9,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,075; 30-42)— 
‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Will take 
an oke $8,500. Last week, split, 
‘Sweet Adeline’ (WB) and ‘Gentle- 
men Are Born’ (FN) barely cleared 
$6,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 30-42) 
—‘Sequoia’ (MG). Started weak but 
fair $6,500 hoped for. Last week 


‘Father Brown’ (Par) did okay 
7,500. 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 30-42)— 


‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ 
(U) and ‘Grand Old Girl’ (Radio) 
should draw fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘It’s a Gift’ (Par) and ‘365 Nights in 
Hollywood’ (Fox) garnered $4,000. 


RKO JUBILEE IN 
HUB SEWS 
UP TOWN 





Boston, Feb. 4. 

RKO woke up the town this 
weekend with its name vaude Dill 
at the Keith Memorial, headed by 
Joe Penner and Boswell Sisters, to 
celebrate a full month’s jubilee in 
the form of stage lure. Keith house 
looks to do around $40,000 for open- 
ing week of the jube vaude, taking 
some away from the Keith Boston, 
across the street, and the big Met 
where most of the ace talent has 
been stopping since the Memorial 
went off the vaude standard more 
than a year ago. If hitting the 40G 
mark it’s a new high. 

Outstanding pic news in Hub this 
week is the holdover of ‘David Cop- 
perfield’ at the State. First week 
a sock, and second frame looks 
plenty oke. Otherwise the film sit- 
uation is drab and unexciting. Snow 
removal in Boston has been notably 
lax following the recent blizzard, 
and this has not aided film house 
biz. Not easy to park in many 
downtown streets, and many a. film 
patron has to figure twice on a 
parking fee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
35-40-55-75)—Carnival’ (Col) and 
vaude. Promises $40,000, record biz 
over period of many months. Stage 
and radio names are drawing them 


BETTER ON HOLDOVER| 





in this week, and pic might as well 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 8 

Astor — ‘Under Pressure 
(Fox) (24 wk). 

Capito!—‘David Copperfield’ 
(MG) (4th wk). 

Mayfair — ‘Society Doctor’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Scarlet Pim- 
pernel’ (UA) (7). 

Paramount — ‘Gilded Lily’ 
(Par). 

Rivoli—‘Clive of India’ (UA) 
(4th wk.). 

Roxy—Jack Ahoy’ (G-B). 

Strand—‘Devil Dogs of the 
Air’ (WB) (7). 
Week of Feb. 15 
Capitol—‘Sequoia’ (MG). 
Music Hall — ‘One More 
Spring’ (Fox) (14). 

Paramount —‘Rumba 
(Par). 

Rivoli—‘Right to Live’ (WB) 
(12). 

Roxy — ‘Behold My 
(Par). 

Strand—‘Devil Dogs of the 
Air’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Wife’ 











be discontinued. Doing five a day, 
and it’s 75c all over the house at 
night. Last week a satisfactory 
$10,800, straight film, single feature, 
for Tron Duke’ (GB). 

Keith Boston (RKO) (3,300; 25- 
30-40-50) — ‘School for Girls’ 
(Radio) and vaude. May do $8,000, 
figuring on a little help from week- 
end ¢verfliow from the sister Keith 
house. Production budget shaved 
considerably last week, going into 
straight vaude presentation, rather 
than units and stage band. Ranny 
Weeks, house m.c., now working in 
the pit. ‘One Exciting Adventure’ 
(U) and vaude did a dilly-dally 
$8,500 last week. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50)—Bengal Lancer (Par) and 
‘Jealousy’ (Col), double. Shapes up 
like $4,000, good. ‘Lancer’ second 
run. Last week one of the season's 
worst, $2,500 for ‘Maybe It’s Love’ 
(FN) and ‘Murder in the Clouds’ 
(FN), both first runs. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘Secret Bride’ (WB) and vaude. 
Looks like a very seedy $4,000. Last 
week sad too, about $5,000, for 


‘County Chairman’ (Fox) and 
vaude. 
Met (M&P) (4,200; 35-50-65)— 


‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par) and stage 
show topped by Duncan Sisters and 
Dave Apollon. Will hover around 
a@ mild $17,000. Opening days def- 
initely crimped by Keith vaude 
splash. Last week a medium §$22,- 
000 for ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) and 
stage show featuring Jimmy Savo. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘David Copperfield’ (MG), single. 
(2d week). May do $10,500, oke. 
Last week a beautiful $16,500 for 
same pic. Reveled in press raves 
and pushover word-of-mouth. 

Orpheum (Loew) (38,000; 25-40- 
55) —‘Sequoia’ (MG) and vaude. 
Will have to struggle to do $11,000, 
feeble. Last week a gold rush with 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col), close to $15,- 
000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
40)—‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and 
‘Jealousy’ (Col), dual, Slated for a 
favorable $7,500. Last week a sub- 
basement $4,800 for ‘Murder in the 
Clouds’ (FN) and ‘Maybe Love’ 
(FN), doubled. Located right under 
the gun of the Keith Memorial this 
straight film stand counts on a lit- 
tle overflow play this week. 





Duke,’ $6,000, Cincy; ‘Baboona, $10,000: 
Mild Weather Stimulates Box Office 





Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 

Mild weather start for this week 
and downtown pix biz is showing 
a fair improvement over last. By 
and large the exhibs are not com- 
plaining. 

‘Wings in the Dark’ is the b. o. 
high flier currently at $12,000, two 
G’s ahead of ‘Baboona.’ "David 
Copperfield,’ switched from Palace 
to Lyric for second week, a strong 
encorer at $9,000. ‘Iron Duke’ do- 
ing okay for Capitol at $6,000 and 
will no doubt be held for nine-day 
stay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Cary 
Grant and Myrna Loy atop title. 
Reviewers commend absence of war 
and fighting in story. No air 
pockets at $12,000 speed. Last week 
‘David Copperfield’ (MG) climbed 





in last half to a toppy $15,500. 

Palace (RKO (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox). Elaborate atmos- 
pheric front and lionish notices 
helpful in bagging adventure fans 
for $10,000, above expectations. 
Last week ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par), $10,- 
500, nice, 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; $85-42)— 
David Copperfield’ (MG). Trans- 
ferred from Albee for second week. 


PAIR aaa ee 





Audience reaction and press raves 
a builder upper. Freddie Bartholo- 
mew’s charm and artistry a town 
topic. Holdouts over week-end in- 
dicate $9,000, plenty good. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Iron Duke’ (GB). Ends week Tues- 
day (5), $6,000, okay. ‘Duke’ open- 
ing was advanced when ‘Ever- 
green’ (GB) drooped with an off- 
color $2,500 in three days. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 85-42)— 
‘Carnival’ (Col). $5,000, a gay fig- 
ure for this house of late. Last 
week ‘White Cockatoo’ (WB), $3,- 
000, weak chirping. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Helldorado’ (Fox). Arlen-Evans 
combo the big typers, Should hit 
$2,600, all right. Last week ‘Broad- 
way Bill’ (Col) In third downtown 
week, $4,000, a thoroughbred pace 
following fast $23,500 on first two 
weeks, divided between Palace and 
Capitol. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Mills of the Gods’ (Col) and ‘Lot- 
tery Lover’ (Fox), split, $2,000, 
dandy. Ditto last week on ‘T’'m a 
Thief’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor of Arts’ 
(Fox), singly. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-30)— 
‘Strange Wives’ (U), $1,600, around 
average. Last week ‘Father Brown, 
Detective’ (Par), $1,700. 





Its Liquor War Now Boffing Minne. 
Grosses: Copperfield, dd Wk., 106 





‘BENGAL,’ $4,200, TACOMA | 


Excellent at 35 Cents in 700-Seat 
House 
Tac oma, Feb. 4. 

When the pixes are good, the 
town picks up, and if offerings are 
blah, folks in this burg stay at 
home and listen to the radio or 
shuffle cards. This is quite a town 
for home parties. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 25- 
35)—‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par). Getting away at pace that 
warrants $4,200, and that’s great. 
Last week ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) 
$3,000, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—Sweet Adeline’ (WB) and 
vaude, split with ‘We Live Again’ 
(UA) and ‘Red Hot Tires’ (Fox) 
dual. Anticipations run to $4,000, 
okay here. Last week ‘Here Is My 
Heart’ (Par) and vaude, around 
$1,900, and ‘Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ (U) and ‘Lightning Strikes 
Twice’ (FN) dual, last half of week, 
fair $1,500, for total $3,400 for week, 
fair. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)—‘Out- 
cast Lady’ (MG) and Martin Itjen 
with his ‘Skagway Streetcar’ in 
Alaskan atmospheric talk with old 
time slides on screen, four days, 
split with ‘What Every Woman 
Knows’ (MG) for anticipated week 
total of $4,000, good. Last week 
‘The County Chairman’ (Fox) had 
built-in front of small town gen- 
eral store, as aid in getting wow 
$5,800, big. Rogers okay in Tacoma. 


‘DAVID’ SMASH 
$20,000 IN 
NEWARK 





Newark, Feb. 4. 


Zero weather last week, which 
damaged business no end, has given 
way to milder temp with a resultant 
lift in the tills over the week end. 
Every one is doing well, with 
‘Copperfield’ at Loew’s a smash, 
holding them out all Saturday. Ex-, 
treme length of bill prevents house 
getting what it should, but even so 
will probably climb over $20,000. 


Proctor’s will be nice with $10,000 
for ‘Romance in Manhattan’ and 
‘Helldorado,’ while the Branford is 
right behind with ‘Bordertown’ and 
‘Maybe It’s Love.’ Second week of 
‘Bengal Lancer’ is fine with maybe 
$14,000 and holds over three extra 
days. 

Drop in ‘Mighty Barnum’ after a 
great weekend, while partly alibied 
by weather, is the third time this 
has happened at Loew's recently 
and throws a scare into the hopes 
for ‘Copperfield.’ 


One night of Metropolitan Opera 
at the Mosque not only completely 
sold out but turned back over a 
thousand calls for seats and netted 
over $2,000 profits for charity, show- 
ing there is money in this vicinity 
to be had. 

Estimated for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Bordertown’ (WB) and ‘Maybe It’s 
Love’ (FN). On eight days ought 
to be satisfactory with $9,500. Last 
week ‘Reclaimed His Head’ (U) and 
‘Evergreen’ (GB) pulled after six 
days with a weak $5,300. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-40) 
—TI Am a Thief’ (WB) and ‘Painted 
Veil’ (MG). Not much here, and 
probably about $3,500. Last week 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) and 
‘Murder in Clouds’ (FN) disap- 
pointing at $3,900. 

Little (Franklin) (299; 30-50)— 
‘Zwei Herzen’ (AAFA) and ‘O Alte 
Burschherrlichkeit’ (AAFA). Peren- 
nial German musical brought -back 
on a chance and pulling them right 
in. May hold over. Okay on about 
$1,100. Last week, second of ‘Man 
of Aran’ (GB) nice at $1,023. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75—‘Cop- 
perfield’ (MG) and vaude. Tremend- 
ous opening and, if it holds, will be 
great $20,000. ‘March of Time’ and 
vaude runs show too long to make 
what a shorter bill would. Last 
week ‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) with 
N.T.G. unit slumped after grand 
weekend to a nice $17,600. 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 20-99)—Bengal Lancer’ (24 
week) and vaude. More stamina to 
this than suspected and was 
jammed Saturday. Looks like a 
fine $14,000 and holds for three more 


days, returning house to Friday 
opening. Last week ‘Lancer’ did 
$14,900. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15- he 
‘Romance ia Manhattan’ 





Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

It’@ one thing after another for 
local exhibitor’. Latest pain is a 
liquor price war which broke as soon 
as the weather moderated and prom- 
ised to help lure vagrant customers 
back to the show houses. This is 
the second such booze price war 
within a year and has many of the 
potential theatre customers spend- 
ing much of the dough for wet g00ds 
that ordinarily might be earmarked 
for theatres. Liquor emporiums 
actually are selling advertised 
brands for near cost or less, and, as 
one result, there are more; home 
parties to restrict theatre at- 
tendance. 

Partly immune from the liquor 
war’s adverse effects are ‘David 
Copperfield,’ in its second week at 


Century, the Weaver Bros. on Or- 
pheum stage, and ‘March of Time’ 
in conjunction with ‘Private Life of 
Don Juan’ at World. 

‘Copperfield’ doesn’t draw trade 
from among the heavy Hquor spend- 
ers and is proving a_ box-office 
knockout. First week was enor- 
mous and second canto is off to a 
fast start. Picture may hold for 
third week. 

Although they’ve been absent for 
nearly four years, Weaver Bros. are 
still a box-office name to conjure 
with here, and they're pulling trade 
to the Orpheum. Latter’s screen 
offering, ‘Grand Old Girl,’ probably 
is not a great help, although liked. 

World is making much of its ex- 
clusive loop showing of ‘March of 
Time,’ and this short, played up over 
the feature, ‘Private Life of Don 
Juan’ is delivering. ‘Bordertown,’ 
State offering, highly praised by 
critics, but it isn’t setting the turn- 
stiles clicking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35-46) 
—‘David Copperfield’ (MG). Second 
week and going like house afire. 
May continue into third week. First 
week, $12,000, and this week likely 
to hit strong $10,000. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Grand Old Girl’ (Radio) and 
Weaver Bros. unit on stage. Stage 
show the drawing card, althoush 
picture also well received, and okay 
$11,000 in prospect, though less than 
attractions would have pulled under 
ordinary circumstances. Last week 
‘Enchanted April’ (Radio) and 
vaude got $7,500, poor. 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Bordertown’ (WB). Good picture, 
but Muni not much of a draw name 
here, and pic will be lucky to reach 
light $6,500. Last week, second for 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par), 
$7,000, making around $16,000 for 
fortnight run, good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-50-75) 
—‘Private Life of Don Juan’ (G-B) 
and ‘March of Time.’ Fairbanks no 
longer a card, but ‘Time’ pulling ’em 
in. Headed for fine $3,000. Last 
week, second for ‘Power’ (G-B), $1,- 
200 after $1,500 first week, fair. 

Time (Johnson) (250; 15-20-25)— 
‘Marines Are Coming’ (Mascot). 
Cast names helping to pretty good 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Silver Streak’ 
(Radio), $1,000, fair. 

Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-25)— 
‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) and vaude. 
Should do around fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘She Had to Choose’ (Majes- 
tic) and vaude, $3,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,500; 20-25)— 
‘Helldorado’ (Fox). Good picture 
may reach satisfactory $2,000. Last 
week ‘Gay Bride’ (MG), $2,100. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and ‘Tittle Min- 
ister’ (Radio). Indicated $3,000, 
good. Last week ‘Here Is My 
Heart’ and ‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox). Got 
fair $2,500. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Anne of Green Gables’ (Radio) and 
‘Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round,’ 
(UA), second loop runs. Looks like 
$1,200. Fair. Last week ‘Flirtation 
Walk’ (FN) and ‘Painted Veil’ 
(MG), $1,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)—‘Col- 
lege Rhythm’ (Par), ‘Hell in the 
Heavens’ (Fox) and ‘Enter Madame 
(Par), first two second-runs, last 
named first-run, split. Maybe fair 
$800. Last week ‘Monte Cristo (UA), 
‘365 Days in Hollywood’ (Fox), sece 
ond runs, and ‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox), 
first run, split. $700. 





and ‘Helldorado’ (Fox). Going 
sweetly and looks headed for $10,¢ 
000. Last week ‘Chan in Paris’ 
(Fox) and ‘One Hour Late’ $8,000. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—Weat of Pecos’ (Radio) and 
‘Bachelor Girl’ (Fox) with ‘Little 
Minister’ (Radio) and ‘Within thé 
Rock’ (Syn) aplit. House has 
stopped neighborhoods beating the 
21 days’ protection with results de- 


cidedly apparent. Bhould now 
easily beat $4,000. Last week 
‘Bright Eyes’ (Fox) and ‘Northern 


Frontier’ (Syn) with ‘Woman in 





Dark’ | ne and ‘Sing Sing 
Nighte’ (Mono) aplit, nice at $4,500 
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‘Lily -Boles- Time Triple Socko for 
Chicago at $48,000; ‘Nite Life’ 18G; 


Marcus Unit Ups Oriental, $19,000 





Chicago, Feb. 4. 


Business okay in the loop cur- 
rently. Weather about perfect for 
this time of the year; not too cold 
and no snow or other impediments 
to traffic. Attractions lined up are 
money-getters. 

Loop in its entirety is approach- 
ing the level of pre-depression days. 
That goes not only for picture 
houses, but also for legit theatres, 
restaurants, stores and other coin- 
enticing enterprises in the rialto. 

Topping the coin brigade this 
week are the four stageshow houses, 
with the straight pix spots trailing 
behind, on account of hold-over ses- 
sions of flabby product. 

The Chicago is far in the van on 
a triple line-up in John Boles, in 
person, ‘Gilded Lily’ and the first 
issue of ‘March of Time.’ Started 
off with hold-out lines on the side- 
walk and gives evidence of needing 
five shows daily to take care of the 
turn-over. 

Rest of the vaude coin being 
battled for by the Oriental, which 
is riding along to excellent money 
with the return of the second A. B. 
Marcus unit, ‘La Vie Paree.’ Billed 
like a circus and grinding the cus- 
tomers in and out. Picture is 
played far under. 

At the Palace it’s the picture, 
‘Night Life of the Gods,’ and it’s 
boosting the take nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bordertown’ (WB). Originally 
slated for the Roosevelt but shifted 
over here at the last minute. House 
lately has been getting a stronger 
set of product. This week can ex- 
pect good $4,000. Last week ‘Here 
Is My Heart’ (Par) managed fine 
$5.100 for holdover in loop 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; P35- 55-75) 
—‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) and stage 
show. Also John Boles on stage 
and ‘March of Time’ on screen. 
Triple draught turning in lusty 
$48,000. Last week ‘Biography’ 
(MG) got meek $30,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-50)— 
‘Night Is Young’ (MG). Musical 
not getting anywhere and will finish 
up with puny $2,000. ‘Broadway 
Bill’ (Col) last week finished four- 
week run in loop to good $2,700. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—Babbitt’ (WB) and A. B. Marcus 
‘La Vie Paree’ unit. It’s all the 


stage show and b. o. looks to 
powerful $19,000. Last week ‘I Am 
a Thief’ (WB) was average at 
$16,100. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Night Life of Gods’ (U) and vaude. 
Picture comments building take to 
likely a 000, pleasant for everyone. 
Last week ‘Enchanted April’ (Radio) 
couldn't stand competish and did 
meagre $15,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
55-65)—‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (3rd 
week). Will finish Saturday (9) 
after fine stay. Doing okay $9,000. 
Last week was $13,900, profitable. 
‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ (WB) next. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
35)—‘Girl of Limberlost’ (Sec) and 


vaude. House, a marvel of steady 
patronage, holding to $12,000, ex- 
cellent. Last week ‘White Lies’ 


(Col) got good $11,400. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65)—‘Clive of India’ (UA) 
(2d week), making a 19-day stay. 
Doing good $11,000 for current ses- 
sion. Last week oke opening 
$17,200 session. ‘David Copperfield’ 
(MG) next. 


THE MEN HAVE IT 


Arliss, Rogers Monopolize 
Lincoln’s Screens 





Beery, 





Lincoln, Feb. 4. 


big pics fell thick and fast on the 
street this week and the grosses are 
headed for thc better land, although 
biz has been excellent for a long 
stretch. L. L. Dent’s Varsity got 
the first real name pic for a long 
time in ‘Iron Duke’, but its chances 
were made nil by the opposition 
Which exploded ‘Mighty Barnum’, 
‘County Chairman’ and a hit stage 
show at its three top theatres, as 
well as bringing in ‘Rothschild’, a 
second run, to confuse on the Arliss 
opening. 

The Kiva, expected to close two 
weeks ago, is going on indefinitely, 
It is understood, so Dent will keep 
two downtown spots facing the 
ven opposing him. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
Northern Frontier’ (Maj) and ‘Be- 
yond Bengal’ (Mas), split. .About 
$1,100 expected, money maker. Last 
week ‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox), ‘Hell- 





socko starter and wound up slow 
but plenty swell with $3,000. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-25)— 
‘Redhead’ (Maj) and  ‘Footlight 
Frolics’ unit on the stage, then 
‘Caravan’ (Fox), four days. Week's 
take pushed by first three days will 
gather $3,100, very nice. Last week 
‘Wake Up and Dream’ (U) with 
Tom Gentry’s unit (three days) and 
‘Babbitt’ (WB) (four days) a $3,300 
total, okay. 


Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox). Whirl- 
wind opening indicates $3,800, 


strong. Last week ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) streaked along for eight days 
to nearly $4,000. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-25) 
—‘Tron Duke’ (GB). With this com- 
petition, can’t go better than $1,800 
which is pretty fair. Last week 
‘One Night of Love’ (Col), repeat- 
ing got $1,500, average. 


Rolfe, East and Dumke, 
Fox, B’klyn, $12,500, 
Okay; Ted Lewis 176 


Brooklyn, Feb. 4, 
Slippery sidewalks, dirty snow, 
uncollected garbage were notable 
hereabouts in last few days. Folks 
indifferent to film fare in the down- 
town sector. Too much trouble 
fighting snows, etc. Best of the 








crop, ‘Bordertown’ at the Fabian 
Paramount. $19,000 in view. 
Trans-Lux, which opened last 


week in Flatbush, next door to the 
Erasmus Hall High School, is thriv- 
ing. School officials as well as Cor- 
poration Counsel Paul Windels and 
Paxton Blair, head of Appeals 
Division, declared they would not 
fight the Judge Wenzel decision 
which permitted news-reel house to 
open next door to the school. Civic 
leaders still of opinion that movie 
house is bad influence on younger 
generation. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘Bordertown’ (WB). Looks like a 
good $19,000. Last week ‘Lives of 
a Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (second 
week) $18,000, oke. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65))—Be- 
hind the Evidence’ (Col) and stage 
show with B. A. Rolfe orchestra and 
East and Dumke. Mebbe $12,500. 
Last week ‘Evergreen’ (BG), $12,000. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-65) 
—‘Society Doctor’ (MG) and vaude 
with Ted Lewis orchestra. Also 
‘March of Time’ on screen. Toler- 
able $17,000. Last week ‘David Cop- 
perfield’ (MG), $17,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-85)—‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Fairly good at $15,000. 
Last week ‘Charlie Chan in Paris’ 


(Fox). Mild, $12,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50-65)—One 
Hour Late’ (Par) and Strange 
Wives’ (U). $6,000, quiet. Last 


week ‘Helldorado’ (Fox) and ‘Enter 
Ma:tame’ (Par), $7,000, fairish. 


‘BENGAL’ LANCING 
$15,000 IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, Feb. 4. 
Palace closed down for a couple 
of months Sunday (3) after a three- 
day repeat of ‘Forsaking All Others’ 
which collected around $3,000 over 
the week-end. This gives the re- 
maining two main stems a chance to 

make a little money before Lent. 
‘Bengal Lancer’ at Capitol is the 
topnotcher currently and _ indica- 
tions are it will panic the town and 
may even reach a $15,000 gross, best 
in months. Loew’s with ‘Romance 
in Manhattan’ and Irene Bordoni in 
person with vaude show looks like 
good money and _  ~should_ gross 








$13,500. Princess showing ‘Trans- 
atlantic Merry-Go-Round’ and 
‘Helldorado’ should gross $7,500. 


Imperial repeats ‘First World War’ 
which did well last week and may 
gross a further $2,500 currently, 
good. Cinema de Paris is holding 
over ‘Tartarin de Tarascon’ a gec- 
ond week for a possible $2,000, quite 
nice biz. Nabes have being holding 
up to fair grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700: 50)—‘For- 
saking All Others’ (MG). After a 
good first week at $10,000, this three 
day repeat prior to the closing of 
the theatre for six or eight weeks, 
grossed a good $3,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par). Going to panic the 
town judging by pace and outlook; 
if it holds up, set for $15,000, very 





dorado’ (Par). both for two days,!good. Last week ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
ind ‘Mysterious Mr. Wong’ (WM),/(WB) and ‘Dr. Monica’ (WB) 

hree days a click with $1,200. grossed $8,000, fair. 
_Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25)—! Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 50)—‘Ro- 
num’ (UA). Starting with a/mance in Manhettan’ (Radio) and} 
». $2,500 will satisfy. Last! vaude Looks like a good gross of 


r 


k ‘Rechelor Girl’ (MG) was al] 


ee 


$13.500, Last week ‘Secret Bride’ 


(WB) and vaude grossed $10,000, not 
so hot. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50)—Trans- 
atlantic Merry-Go-Round’ (UA) and 
‘Helldorado’ (Fox). Fair average 
pix, should garner $7,000, good 
enough. Last week ‘Lady By 
Choice’ (Col) and ‘No Greater Glory’ 
(Col), fair at $6,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
40)—First World War’ Fox) (2d 
week). May take $2,500 which will 
be good for this house after a very 
good $3,000 first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Tartarin de Tarascon’ 
(2d week). This is going well and 
should make further $2,000 after a 
nice $2,800 last week. 


‘WINGS’ $26,000, 
OKAY IN WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

First decent weather in weeks has 
boys and girls doing plenty of shop- 
ping, with the result that spots with 
something to offer are doing nicely 
and others are taking a beating. 
Big moment is still ‘Bengal Lancer,’ 
which is getting raves from critics 
and paying customers alike, and 
sending the second week soaring. 

Earle slipped up by counting too 
much on Josephine Hutchinson and 
George Brent to offset no name 
vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) and vaude. 
Myrna Loy pull plus plenty of bally 
on premier of ‘March of Time’ car- 
rying week toward very big $26,000. 
Last week ‘Night Is Young (MG) 
and Phil Baker on stage, flopped to 
sad $18,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60)— 
‘Right to Live’ (WB) and vaude, 
Lack of top name on screen or stage 
sending week into henhouse. Maybe 
light $13,000. Last week ‘Secret 
Bride’ WB) can thank flock of Ru- 
binoff radio fans for good $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,330; 25-35-60)— 
‘Enchanted April’ (Radio). Getting 
only dyed-in-wool Ann Harding 
crowd plus those who worshipped 
novel, but they are enough to prom- 
ise on oke $8,000. Last week ‘Girl 
of Liberlost’ (Mono.) pulled satis- 
factory $7,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 2d wk). Roar- 
ing along toward big $14,000. Last 
week same flicker topped town's 
profits with sock $24,000. 

Met WB) (1,583; 25-40)—‘White 
Cockatoo’ (WB). Doing usually oke 
mystery pic biz at off-main stem 
spot. Probably $4,500. Last week 
‘Best Man Wins’ (Col.) fair $3,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Enter Madame’ (Par). Getting by 
with fair $3,800. Last week ‘County 
Chairman’ (Fox), after two big 
weeks at Palace, nice $5,000. 


‘LILY’ GILDING ORPH, 
ST. L., INTO BIG 14¢’S 


St. Louis, Feb. 4. 
Three h.o.’s and three new films 
make up the programs this week. 
Holdovers are all doing nicely 
enough though. ‘Copperfield’ and 
‘Lancers’ of the second-weekers are 

doing better than nicely. 
Among the new films ‘Gilded 
Lily’ at the Orpheum appears to 
have the best chance and may finish 
big enough to warrant extension. 
Ambassador is on an even keel with 
pix and stage show, but Missouri 
is calling it quits as far as flesh 
entertainment is concerned. This 
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Broadway NSB Despite Slush; 


‘Good Fairy’ $75,000; ‘Secret Bride 


No smashes among the new pic- 
tures reaching Broadway, but with 
business standing up rather strong 
in most spots, including with a hold- 
over, there are no complaints. 
Weather during the past week has 
been satisfactory but for icy streets 
and some thawing, which did small 
damage, largely affecting automo- 
bile trade. 

Music Hall breathes much easier 
this week with ‘The Good Fairy’, 
which is showing nice stamina. It 
opened Thursday (31) virtually cold, 
house getting print only a day ahead 
with little chance for advance 


advertising, but got off okay 
and with good week-end business 
will see $75,000 or over, the best in 
three weeks for the Hall. 

The Roxy has a fine bet in ‘Secret 
Bride’, bought from Warner Bros., 
and will see comfortable hunks of 
black at $35,000 or close to it. Ma- 
jority of the rest of patronage this 
week is divided between ‘Bengal 
Lancer’, on second run at Rialto 
after three weeks at the Par, prob- 
ably $22,000; ‘David Copperfield’, 
which on third week holds up re- 
markably well at $45,000 or so (with 
some credit to ‘March of Time’ for 
the hypo) and stays a fourth; 
Strand, which goes a good second 
week on ‘Bordertown’ at $22,000, and 
the State, with $25,000 or over in 
view. The State has ‘Mighty Bar- 
num’ on its screen, supported stout- 
ly from stage by personals of 
George Jessel and Lita Gray Chap- 
lin. 

Vaude opposition to the State, the 
Pal, is in better shape currently 
with ‘Romance in Manhattan’ the 
feature. A Pathe special on the 
Dionne quintuplets and retention of 
the Hauptmann trial newsreel be- 
lieved helping ‘Romance’ here for 
take of $10,000 or a shade better. 

Paramount is exhibiting ‘Wings 
in the Air’, which looks like $26,000 
or thereabouts, not big but okay in 





is the last week of stage shows and 
never any profits. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 25- 
35-55) —‘Straight Is the Way’ (MG) 
and stage show. Fair at $8,000. 
Last week ‘Gay Bride’ (MG), ditto. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘County Chairman’ (Fox) (3d week). 
Nice pace for h.o. at $7,000; $9,000 
previous week. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘David Copperfield’ (MG) 
(2d week). Still going big; $12,000 
= the holdover; wow $17,000 first 
ap. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 25-35- 
55)—Straight from the Heart’ (U) 
and ‘Evensong’ (G-B) and stage 
show. Poor, only $5,000. Last week 
‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox) and ‘Wicked 
Woman’ (MG), ditto. 

Orpheum (Warners) (2,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Gilded Lily’ (Par). Big 
biz, $14,000, credited to Colbert. Last 
week ‘Right to Live’ (WB) and 
‘Woman in the Dark’ (Radio), blah 
$6,000. 

Shubert (Warners) (2,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (2d 
week). Good for $11,000, after last 
week's $15,000. 








‘March of Time’ Aids ‘Copperfield,’ 
H.0., Indianapolis; ‘Pressure’ $6,500 





Indianapolis, Feb. 4. 

A sudden slump hit the downtown 
district this week, and the alibis are 
being dusted off, with the state in- 
come tax-paying time getting most 
of the blame. On a comparative 
basis, ‘David Copperfield’ in its sec- 
ond week at Loew’s Palace with a 
strong $6,000, is making the best 
showing in town. Holdovers are rare 
at that spot, but this picture de- 
served it by garnering a smashing 
$11,000 in its first week. Lyric is 
holding steadily to a par figure of 
$6,500 with ‘Under Pressure’ and a 
vaudeville bill. ‘Baboona’ at the 
Apollo is not so hot at $3,000, while 
the Circle is only lukewarm with 
‘Enchanted April’ pulling a scanty 
$3,400. The Indiana ig off consider- 
ably from recent weeks with its slim 
$4.200 on ‘Wings In Dark.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,109; 25- 
19)—‘Baboona’ (Fox). Attracting 
only men and _ %~boys, while the 
house's usually faithful femme trade 








wanders away. Gross $3,000, dull. 
Last week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) was 
mild at $3,500. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2.600: 25-40) 


—Enchanted April’ (Radio). Thin 
at $3,400. Last week ‘Lancer’ (Par) 
and ‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) split the 
week to a bad $2,500. Both pics 
were repeats, and the former fal- 
tered badly in the attempted hold- 
over. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25-40) 
—‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). House 
usually has a stronger film here, but 
nothing available during past two 
weeks after a good series of ace pic- 
tures. This week won't do better 
than a weak $4,200. Last week 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) also n.g. at $3,800. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Fair at $6,500, due partly to mo- 
mentum from last week’s extra 
spurt. Last week ‘Red Hot Tires’ 
(WB) and Count Berni Vici unit on 
stage did a swell $10,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 25-40)— 
David Copperfield’ (MG) (2d week). 
Very good at $6,000. ‘March of 
Time’ added as holdover help and 
is responsible 
Last week ‘( 
ing stanza was 
$17,000, 


plenty socko at 


OK 336, Copp, 3d Week, 456 


view of low nut here now. Haupt 
mann dialog newsreel issue probe 
ably helped here opening day (Fri- 
day) as elsewhere, houses benefiting 
most being those which are retain- 
ing the protested clips such as Pal- 
ace, Strand, Mayfair, Astor and the 
Roxy. Both Broadway newsreel 
spots, Embassy and Trans-Lux, are 
doing away above average. 

Par would have held ‘Lancer’ a 
fourth week after getting $32,000 
the third, but the Par distribution 
department wanted to get ‘Wings 
in the Air’ on its way. Likewise the 
Strand would be holding ‘Border- 
town’ a third week instead of bring- 
ing in ‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ to- 
morrow night (Wednesday) if pic- 
tures weren't piling up on WB. 

‘Society Doctor’ at the Mayfair 
may see $10,000, while at Walter 
Reade’s other house, Astor, ‘Under 
Pressure’ looks about the same on 
the week, both above average. 
‘Wandering Jew’ is in its fourth 
week at the Criterion, probably un- 
der $5,000, but oke, and holds a 
fifth. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 25-40-55) ‘Under 
Pressure’ (Fox). Opened Satur- 
day (2) and maybe $10,000, oke. 
Final four days on second week of 
‘Chan in Paris’ (Fox) under $4,000. 


Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10) 
‘Copperfield’ (MG) (3d week) and 
stage show. New ‘March of Time’ 
newsreel also credited for no small 
draft. Got off slowly opening week 
when also nicked by blizzard but 
caught up last week by coming 
close to $55,000 and this week 
(third). still shows power at indi- 
cated $45,000 or over. Remains a 
fourth week, with inside hopes even 
for a fifth. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-65) ‘Wan- 
dering Jew’ (Olympic) (4th week). 
This week’s taking for foreign- 
made looks $4,500, okay for this far 
on run. Holds a fifth. Third week 
was $6,200. ‘Home on the Range’ 
(Par) next, 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65) ‘Society 
Doctor’ (MG). Brought in Friday 
(1) with business pretty good, 
looking around $10,000. ‘Sing Sing 
Nights’ (Mono) lasted no more 
than a week after slipping to $7,500. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65) ‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan’ (Radio) and 
vaude. On second run doing bet- 
ter than expected, aided by Haupt- 
mann trial newsreel and Dionne 
quintuplet special (Pathe). Take 
may go over $10,000, above recent 
average. Last week it was no likee 
at $8,000 on ‘Behind the Evidence’ 
(Col). 

Paramount (2,564; 35-55-75-85) 
‘Wings in the Air’ (Par) and pit 
band. Doing fair and $26,000 or a 
little better looks the answer, okay 
in face of low overhead. Third 
week of ‘Lancer’ (Par) was $32,000, 
warranting holdover. House brought 
in ‘Wings’ instead at request of 
sales department, shifting ‘Lancer’ 
to Rialto. 

Radio City Music Hall (4,945; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.10) ‘Good Fairy’ (U) 
and stage show. Print, rushed from 
Coast, arrived only day in advance 
of opening and advertising it was 
a last-minute proposition but in 
face of this handicap off good 
and on week should go to $75,- 
000 or over, good. Last week ‘Iron 
Duke’ (GB-Fox) ended at $67,500, 
barely getting into black. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-65) ‘Bengal Lan- 
cer’ (Par). On second run here di- 
rect from the Par and drawing 
stoutly, probably $22,000. Holdover 
of ‘Baboona’ (Fox) was $5,000 for 
three and a half days. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-75-85-99) 
‘Clive of India’ (UA) (3d week), 
This one, unquestionably handi- 


capped by Par’s ‘Lancer,’ held up 
good last week at $35,600, and on 
the current (third) week maybe 
$25,000. Picture has been up against 
some tough opposition in ‘Copper- 
field’ at the nearby Capitol. ‘Right 
to Live’ (WB) opens Tuesday (12). 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55) ‘Secret 
Bride’ (WB) and stage show. Stan- 
wyck starrer opened strong and on 
week perhaps $35,000, big. U'a 
newsreel on Hauptmann testimony, 
staying here all week, an aid. Last 
week second of ‘County Chairman’ 
(Fox), $22,000, mild. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-85) ‘Bor- 
dertown’ (WB) (2d week). Had 
strong first week at $31,999 and 
on second (currently) maintains 
draught at indicated $22,000 but 
won't hold a third because Warner 
product is piling up. ‘Devil Dogs of 
Air’ (WB) opens tomorrow night 
(Wed). 

State (2,300; 35-55-75) ‘Barnum’ 
(UA) and vat 1d e. Beery picture up 





for good assistance. | 
‘opperfield’ in its open- |b 


the alley for State fans and with 
Jessel -and Lita Grey Chaplin on 
stage business is coming in stead- 
ily, week possibly seeing over $25,- 
H00 Last week, with business 
uilding, house t »pped $25.000 with 
‘Here Is My He (Par) and Cab 
Calloway on stage 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Biz Bad, Roxy-Masthaum Cts Scale; 
Red Hot Tires,’ Earle, Philly, $14,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
Plenty of hold-over films in the 
downtown sector this week and in- 


dications are that biz as a whole 
will take a drop accordingly. ; 
Roxy-Mastbaum has reduced its 


price scale decidedly with the new 
seale calling for 40 cents to one 
o'clock, and 55 and 65 in the eve- 
nings. Current bill includes ‘Wings 
in the Dark’ on the screen and a 
Roxy stage show that won higher 
praise from the critics than any he 
has shown here in Philly yet. At- 
tendance hasn’t been anything to 
write home about, the out-of-the- 
way location of the theatre prob- 


ably hurting plenty during these 
snowy days. Chances are that 
Roxy-Mastbaum’s first week with 


its new scale and following its 
switch from a Monday to a Thurs- 
day opening, won’t gross anything 
over $25,000. 

On Thursday house will get its 
first ‘name’ since its re-opening: 
Name is Jack Benny and if he fares 
as well here as he has been in the 
west, the big house on West Mar- 
ket street may get a new lease of 
life. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-45-55)—“‘Clive of 
India’ (UA). Critics compared it 
unfavorably to ‘Bengal Lancer’ but 
Colman following helped. Will 
probably get $7,500 in second week 
afer first week's $9,200. 

Arcadia (600; 25-35-40)—‘For- 
sa‘ting All Others’ (MG)—Second 
run and looks hot. $2,600 conser- 
vative. Last week, ‘Here’s My 
Heart’ (Par) Fairish $2,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 25-40-45)—‘David 
Ccoynperfield’ (MG). Very big and 
should hit $13,000 or $14,000 in sec- 
or 1 week. Last week, $18,300. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Red Hot 
Tives’ (FN) and vaude. House not 
doing so very well these days. May- 
be $14,000 for this combination. Last 


week, ‘I’ve Been Around’ (U) and 
vaude, Just over $15,000. 
Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Under 


F-cssure’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Ought to get $15,000. Last week, 
‘Charlie Chan in Paris’ (Fox) and 
stece show. Weakish, $13,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—Grand 
Old Lady’ (Col). Luck if it gets 
$2,700. Last week, White Cockatoo’ 
(WB). Pretty poor, $2,600. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘Mighty 
Bornum’ (UA). Might get $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Right to Live’ (WB). 
Fair, $2,500. 

Roxy-Mastbaum (4,800; 40-55-65) 
-—‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par) and 
stase show. Opened Thursday with 
reduced price _ scale. May get 
$25,000. Last week® ‘Gilded Lily’ 
(Par) and stage show. Four extra 
days weren’t so hot. Not over 
$12,000 for half week. 

Stanley (3,700; 25-40-55)—‘Lives of 
a Eengal Lancer’ (Par). Word-of- 
mouth helping plenty. In for third 
week and ought to get $11,000. Last 
week gave it over $13,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-50)—‘Ba- 
boona’ (Fox). Ought to boost house 
gross to $6,500 or a little better. 
Last week, ‘Silver Streak’ (Radio). 
A not so hot, $4,800. 





‘COPPERFIELD’ HEADED 
FOR $12,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Feb. 4. 

World (icatre continues its string 
of extra-run pics with ‘David Cop- 
perfield’ as the last of the line be- 
fore the houses closes for repairs. 
‘Copperficld’ broke in Friday (1) to 
stay till Monday (11). Following 
that the name gets changed to 
‘Omaha’ with a new marquee, new 
chairs, enlerged lobby and other 
renovations. 

Brandeis is giving extra plugging 
to ‘Silver Streak’ and ‘Romance in 
Manhattan.’ Figured as one of the 
country’s leading railroad centers, 
Omaha probably is one of the best 
in country for the streamline yarn 
and theatre is making the most of 
it. Opening started heavy. 

Current week is last town will 
see for some time without vaude, 
as Par opens next Friday (8) with 
‘Continental Revue’ on the stage for 
a full week. After that it’ll be at 
least three days every week with 
a vaude and picture bill; other days 
double features. 

Last week was acceptable 
around, but nothing extra. 

Estimates for This Week 

World (Blank-Tri-State) (2,100; 
25-40) —‘Copperfield’ (MG) and 
‘March of Time’ reel. Campaign 
has been afoot far ahead of film, 
starting everything off to advan- 
tage. In for eleven days and can 
do $12,000 without stretching. Fol- 
lowing this the house goes dark for 





all 


renovizing. Last week ‘Bengal 
Lancers’ (Par) licked the cold and 
then went over only fair when nor- 
mal temperatures came back. Ten 
davs 2nd a half for $11,000. 
Orpheum (Blank - Tri - State) 
(2.976; 2 0)—‘Clive of India’ 
(UA) and ‘One Hour Late’ (Par). 
Program hurriedly get but getting 








the bulk of the advertising office's 
attention. Certain to best $10,000 
and may do better, Last week 
‘Gilded -Lily’ (Par) was. strong 
enough to draw the fans in over 
the week ‘Gambling’ (Fox), twin 
feature. Good at $8,500. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,200; 
25-35-40)—‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) 
and ‘Romance in Manhattan’ 
(Radio), . Railroad picture a nat- 
ural in this train center. Other 
picture doing its share, too. Likely 
$5,000. Last week ‘Grand Old Girl’ 
(Radio) aptly titled for here, nearly 
$5,000 with ‘West of the Pecos’ 
(Radio) as the other half of bill. 


JACK BENNY’S 
RECORD 236 
WOWS BALTO 


—— ___ 





Baltimore, Feb, 4. 

Splendid weather, which blessed 
the Balto burghers over the week- 
end, coupled with three staple at- 
tractions on tap at as many loop 
first-runners, are the factors lend- 
ing their aid in the sizzling biz that 
is showing up at three of the burg’s 
loop houses. 

The vaudfilm Hippodrome hops to 
the top of the flight this week and 
will establish a new high gross of 
$23,000. Jack Benny, headlining the 
stage show, is the lure; the pic, 
‘Carnival,’ is pleasant enough, but 
mild. The house held six shows on 
Saturday, and has expanded its 
schedule to as many today (Mon- 
day). Remaining days of session 
will play five; customarily the thea- 
tre holds to the standard four shows 
daily. Fact that Benny was away 
on Sunday hurt some, but he had 
run up such a lead on two opening 
days, and is 2 cinch to continue the 
pounding pace he has established, 
that, notwithstanding his absence of 
a day, he will give the house both 
new gross and attendance records. 
Customers are lined up for a block 
constantly. 

The opposish vaudfilm stand, Cen- 
tury, is doing plenty all right for 
itself, also. The Rooney and the 
Timbergs on the rostrum and ‘Clive 
of India’ on the screen has the burg 
agog. Pleasantly filled houses all 
hours, with prospect pointing to 
a hefty $19,500. The initial ‘March 
of Time’ reel is also being shown at 
the house, and is helping rather. 
Subject of a high-powered advance 
bally campaign. 

Keith’s doing dandy, with ‘Bengal 
Lancer’ in its second week, which 
will be ballooned to an 11-day 
stretch, certain of copping a sweet 
$7,500, which dovetails nicely with 
the corking $9,000 snagged during 
the initial seven-day stand. 

New and Stanley, with light tim- 
ber on tap, are being rather sty- 
mied by the big-shouldered attrac- 
tions offered at the other spots. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55-66)—‘Clive of India’ (UA) 





and stage show. Sprinting strongly 
toward a swell $19,500. Last week 
‘Copperfield’ (MG) and acts, shim- 
mering $21,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—Carnival’ (Col) 
and Jack Benny on stage. Packed 
houses since the bark of the start- 
er’s gun; slight. slump, but not as 
great as might have been expected, 
on Sunday, when Benny and Mary 
Livingstone went to N. Y. for the 
Jello broadcast. Extra shows every 
day during rest of engagement. 
Management would have liked to 
arrange a h.o. of Benny, but prior 
contracts wouldn't permit comic to 
remain. A new, all-time high gross 
of $23,000 will be set, credit going, 
of course, to Benny. Last week, 
second of ‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) and 
stage show headed by Paul Ash, 
very nice $14,700. Fortnight total 
for ‘Bill,’ fine $21,700. 

Keith’s (Shanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
(24 week). Will go 11 days, with 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) opening on Fri- 
day. The 11 days will tag a neat 
$7,500, supplementing the fine $9,000 
rung up opening week, a seven-day 


period. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
35-40-50)—-‘Under Pressure’ (Fox). 


The Lowe-McLaglen combo has lost 
much of its caste at the b.o. in this 
burg; giant-gunned opposish hurt- 
ing much also. Not over $3,000, and 
may not stick full route of eight 
days set for it. Last week ‘Lottery 
Lover’ (Fox) jerked off in six days, 
$2,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘Maybe It’s Love’ (FN). Absence of 
names clipped chances of this one 
right from the start. Scarcely more 
than terrible $4,000. Last week 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) slipped after 
nice start, ending up with scant 
$5,000. 


Biz Only So-So in 
_ Frisco, but ‘Lily’ 
Getting Big $23,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 


Biz just fair to middling these 
days. Several of the houses are at 
normal pace, but one or two have 
first-rate flops. ‘Gilded Lily’ will 
be best this week, with ‘Baboona,’ 
on a dual bill, taking place money. 
Other houses have just run of the 
mill pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-40)—‘White 
Cockatoo’ (WB) and ‘One in a Mil- 
lion’ (Radio). May get $8,900 to 
break even. Last week ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (Fox) and ‘I’ve Been Around’ 
(U) oke at $9,600. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 30- 
35-40) —"Wednesday’s Child’ (RKO) 
and augmented stage show for 
Tenth Jubilee. Ought to hit close 
to good $14,500. Last week ‘En- 
chanted April’ (RKO) got average 
$12,800. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,662; 30-35- 
40)—‘When a Man’s a Man’ (Fox) 
and ‘Carnival’ (Fox). Should do 
around $12,000 for nine days. Last 
week ‘Mills of the Gods’ (Col) and 
‘Straight from Heart’ (U) kissed 
the canvas for under $2,500 and 
yanked after five days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,432; 30- 
35-40) —"Baboona’ (Fox) and ‘Red 
Hot Tires’ (WB). Looks good for 
better than $12,000. Last week 
okeh at slightly more than $12,000 
for ‘Bordertown’ (WB) and ‘Ever- 
green’ (G-B). 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,426; 30- 
35-55) —‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (3d 











Providence, Feb. 4. 

Heartened by a welcome come- 
back that took most stands out of 
the red quite unexpectedly last 
week, film houses along the main 
stem look for another sprint this 
stanza that will put grosses well 
over the average mark. Traffic con- 
ditions are easing up and trans- 
portation facilities practically near 
normal. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fay’s (2,000; 15-20-40)—‘Sons of 
Steel’ and ‘The Merry Whirl’ on 
stage. Opening pace good, and 
indications just now point to a nice 
week around $7,800. Last week 
‘Mysterious Woman’ (WB) and 
stage show; started off bad because 
of storm but succeeded in making 
the hurdles at $7,300, slightly under 


average. 

Loew's State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Night is Young’ (MG) and ‘Be- 
hind the Evidence’ (Col). Also 
‘March of Time’. Plenty of show, 
but not so strong. Even though 
opposish is not so hot, gross this 


week will not go over $8,000; aver- 
age. Last week ‘David Copperfield’ 
(MG) suffered because of storm, 





and failed to make the comeback 


Sm eneneenesten 
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Thawed Out Providence Looks Okay: 
Straight From Heart, Albee, $8,800 


most houses enjoyed; so-so at 
$7,600. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (WB) and 
‘Red Hot Tires’ (WB). This bill is 
bound to come through, judging by 
opening pace. Unless things go 
screwy before week is over, house 
looks for at least $7,500; oke. Last 
week ‘The White Cockatoo’ (WB) 
and ‘The Right to Live’ (WB) was 
fair at $7,300. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Straight From the Heart’ (U) and 
vaudeville with Irene Vermillion. 
Pix deemed weak; it’s the stage 
show that’s going to get the credit 
for $8,800 gross; oke. Last week 
‘School for Girls’ (Liberty) also de- 
pended upon the vaudeville to come 
through at $7,800; fair. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Little Minister’ (Radio) and ‘Texas 
Terror’. Looks like $1,250 on split 
week. Last week ‘Calling All Cars’ 
and ‘Courage of the North’ did nice- 
ly on split week, too, at $1,200. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
(2nd week). Started second week 
at encouraging pace; should come 
close to $7,000 with little difficulty. 
First week’s gross touched $8,500 
despite tough conditions. Opened 
nicely, and kept up a fairly good 
pace while the other stands suffered. 





week). Doing nicely at $5,000. Last 
week (2d) plenty good at $7,500. 

United Artists (UA) (1,200; 30- 
35-55)—Trans-Atlantic Merry-Go- 
Round’ (UA). Will skin by at $6,800. 
Last week ‘Man Who Reclaimed’ 
(U) took terrible beating at $3,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,648; 35-40- 
65)—Gilded Lily’ (Par) and Bill 
Robinson on stage. Should get big 
$23,000. Last week ‘David Copper- 
field’ (MG) disappointing but safe, 
at $20,000. 


‘COPPERFIELD’ 
DENVER WHAM, 
$11,000 





Denver, Feb. 4. 
‘David Copperfield’ is copping 
Denver’s biggest chunk of amuse- 
ment money with ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
runner-up in a rather lethargic box 
office market. 
Estimates for This Week’ 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Right to Live’ (WB). Around 
$1,500, not good. Last week ‘Ever- 
green’ (B-G), the third of their films 
to show in Denver, did only fair, 
closing with $1,750. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 
50)—‘Lives of a Bengal 
(Par). Running to around $4,000, 
okay for holdover stanza. Last 
week ‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) did so well it was held over. 


25-35- 
Lancer’ 


standouts every afternoon and eve- 
ning but the opener. Evidently the 
word of mouth plugging did the pic- 
ture good. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50) — ‘David Copperfield’ (MG). 
Socko business for Dickens’ classic. 
Gross may total $11,000. Last week 
‘The Mighty Barnum’ (UA) did less 
than expected, closing with $5,000, a 
grand less than average. 


Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-50) —‘Baboona’ (Fox). Poor at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Bordertown’ 


(WB) did a grand less than average 
and finished close to $5,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Jealousy’ (Col) and ‘White 
Lies’ (Col) doubled and split week 
with ‘Night Is Young’ (MG). Figure 
$1,500. Not fancy. Last week ‘County 
Chairman’ (Fox), which did so well 
at the Denver the previous week, 
was moved to the Paramount for 
three days, and, while doing nicely, 
was hot good enough to last another 
week, so ‘The Band Plays On’ (MG) 
finished the seven days, but the 
gross was below average by $400— 
the final figure being $1,600. 


N. H.’S BAND BATTLE 


Shows Perk B.O. Pace— 
‘Wings,’ $8,500 


New Haven, Feb. 4. 

It’s a battle of music here this 
week with Will Osborne at Roger 
Sherman and Jimmy Lunceford at 
Paramount. Both boys are drawing 
well, with both films offering good 
support. Houses had advertised 
Sunday stage shows, following a 
couple of weeks when Par got away 
with it, but authorities clamped 
down this week, meaning both orchs 
offered condensed pit programs for 
Sabbath. 

Unusual condition at Poli’s had 
Hauptmann trial newsreel yanked 
after two days, said to be on re- 
quest of Attorney General Wilentz. 
Reel had been plugged as a special 
feature. 

‘David Copperfield’ (MG) holding 
over at Bijou after big week at 
Poli’s (both Loew’s). 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) and 
Jimmy Lunceford. ‘Harlem Ex- 
press’ stage show. Looks headed 
for good $8,500, with draw about 
even. Last week ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) was a heavy single at $8,700. 

Poli’s (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Little Minister’ (Radio) and ‘Se- 
crets of Chateau’ (U). Slowing up 
a bit this week. Paced around oke 
$9,000. Last’ week ‘Copperfield’ 
(MG). 70ot all of town’s heavy 
dough for sweet $11,400. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; .85- 
50)—‘Woman in Red’ (WB) and 
Will Osborne ‘Revue in Tempo.’ 
First stage fare in many years is 
getting nice reception. Good $8,000 
in sight if last half holds up. Last 
week ‘Right to Live’ (WB) and ‘Red 
Hot Tires’ (WB). Touched bottom 
at less than $4,000. 

Bijou (Loew) 








Stage 





(1,500; 85-50)— 
‘Copperfield’ (MG). MHoldover still 
doing nice business. Probably good 
$3,500 on six days. Last week ‘Chan 
in Paris’ (Fox) and ‘Wicked 
Woman’ (MG). Better than a good 





$3,700 on eight days at reduced 
scale, 25-35c. 


Pitt Cuh-razy with Stage Shows 
And Cut Scales, Town Very Lively 


Last week it did $8,000, ringing up| 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Barnum and Bailey’s will have to 
give up its billing of greatest show 
on earth to local theatrical situa- 
tion, at least for time being. ‘This 
week marks opening gun in price- 
war battle of names and with some 
of the boys still maneuvering and 
others staying put, it’s a little diff i- 
cult yet to figure out what the re- 
sult will be and where it'll end, 

At any rate Penn will quite defi- 
nitely have the edge this week with 
that 40c top and a bill including 
‘Biography of a Bachelor Girl,’ ‘Ca- 
sino de Paree’ unit and in addition 
‘March of Time’ newsreel, which had 
a bigger institutional ad splash than 
a flock of big-time features. Length 
of entire show, over three hours, 
militates against a quick turnover, 
but opening day lines seemed to 
presage the trend and a $25,000 week 
looks like a safe bet. Suffering 
chiefly, of course, will be Stanley 
and Alvin, although otherwise 
strong stage draws should hold up 
these two sites in part for current 
session at any rate. Stanley, main- 
taining its 60c scale, has George 
Givot and Ina Ray Hutton on stage 
with ‘Right to Live’ and should col- 
lect around $14,000, not bad, every- 
thing considered, while Alvin has Ed 
Lowry, always a fave here, in for 
fortnight and a $10,000 week seems 
in the cards, for which Lowry and 
Lowry alone can be thanked. With- 
out him, in face of such stern com- 
petition, house would be having a 
time of it. 

Of course, straight picture sites, 
Fulton and Warner, aren’t even in 
the running. Fulton, down from 40 
to 25c, will be lucky to wind up with 
$2,750 on ‘Night Is Young,’ while 
Warner is hardly likely to be very 
much over $3,000 with 'West of 
Pecos’ and ‘By Your Leave.’ It'll be 
a great life if the boys don't weaken, 
but weaken they must, some of ’em 
anyway, or it may be curtains. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ (U) 
and Ed Lowry on stage. Lowry, one 
of most popular m.c.’s_ to hit 
this town, will be a lifesaver here 
this week in face of such overpower- 
ing opposition, and should hold tak- 
ings up to $10,000, plenty good. 
Last week ‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox) 
and Mitzi Green on stage around 
$7,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-20- 
25)—Night Is Young’ (MG). This 
straight picture site, with a lowered 
admission and a none too healthy 
outlook in product, is going to find 
the sledding plenty tough. Lots of 
red in sight this week, maybe $2,750. 


Last week ‘Band Plays On’ (MG) 
not much better at $3,100. 
Penn (Loew’s UA) (3,300; 25-356 


40)—‘Bachelor Girl’ (Mi) and ‘Ca- 
sino De Paree’ unit. Picking up all 
the spare coin in town with this 
combo at new low scale, with some 
additional help from widely-plugged 
‘March of Time’ newsreel. House hag 
to go at top speed to profit at cur- 
rent admission price and overhead, 
but a prospective $25,000 will do it. 
Last week ‘David Copperfield’ (MG) 
built day by day to great $20,000 
and would have easily stayed a sec- 
ond week had not new policy, etc., 
been announced several days before, 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Right to Live’ (WB) and George 
Givot and Hutton band on stage. 
Warners ace deluxer still sticking 
to its price guns in face of drastic 
cuts from rival Penn and making a 
fairly creditable showing at $14,000, 
although that’s not profitable. Last 
week ‘Limehouse Blues’ (Par) and 
stage show pretty depressing at 
$10,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘West of Pecos’ (Radio) and ‘By 
Your Leave’ (Radio). Even duals 
can’t stand up against competitive 
trend and taking it on the chin at 
$3,000, or slightly better. Last week 
‘Romance in Manhattan’ (Radio) 
and ‘I’m a Thief’ (WB) not very 
much above that at $3,450. 


INDIE DUAL CLICKS 


‘Marines,’ ‘Limberlost,’ Pulling 10G 
In Buffalo Via Ad Splurge 


Buffalo, Feb. 4. 

Lafayette and Hipp are in front 
current week, former with double 
feature and latter with ‘Copper- 
field. Lafayette showing two in- 
dies, but management went for 
half-page displays in most of the 
papers at the opening. 

Last week marked by a _ sub- 
normal figure for Paul Whiteman’s 
six days at the Buffalo, and a very 
good gross for ‘Bengal Lancer’ .in 
its first week at the Lakes, with 
the new ‘March of Time’ reel not 
hurting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55) 
—Wings in the Dark’ (Par) and 
stage show. Satisfactory show 
shows indications of bettering $15,- 
000, fair. Last week ‘Behold My 
Wife’ (Par) and Paul Whiteman 
under expectations at $17,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) 

















(Continued on page 27) 
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BIG ANTI-NATAN ATTACK 





Mex Exhibs in 
Panic as Yank 


Walkout Nears 


Mexico City, Feb. 1. 

Threat of American ¢Cistributors 
to quit Mexico unless government 
acts toward reduction of duties on 
films, discs, etc., and domestic im- 
posts, has exhibitors and organized 
cinema employees running, and 
talking, in circles. Exhibitors and 


their help are certain that Mexico 
will be cinemaless after Feb. 18, 
the date distributors have set as the 
zero hour for suspending pic supply. 

Employees’ confabs adopted reso- 
lutions demanding government ap- 
propriation of cinemas and their 
operation as co-ops by workers, 
and free imports of European pro- 
ductions, particularly French, Ger- 
man and Russian, which they figure 
customers here will like. American 
pix and their makers came in for 
plenty of knocking, along the same 
old lines, by radical speakers at the 
workers’ confabs. 

Exhibitors talked a little at their 
meets, then named a delegation to 
ask the finance ministry to do 
something about the matter of cut- 
ting dutics and eliminating some 





taxes that burden distributors. 
Ministry took the case under ad- 
visement. 


In the middle of the hubub about 
what may happen to Mexico in a 
pic way, the finance ministry issued 
a statement in which it said that 
it cannot understand why American 
distributors are so excited. Minis- 
try said that no taxes which affect 
distributors have been enacted for 
some time, last summer, to Le exact, 
and that it figures distributors are 
panicked by the regulation that 
exhibitors deduct 6% of amounts 
they owe for rentals and pass it 
over to the government instead of 
to the distributors,,a system that 
is part of the tax collection methods 
down here. Distributors, of course, 
ministry explains, are credited with 
the 6% on their import payments, 

Some look for a satisfactory set- 
tlement of the tangle early in Feb- 
ruary. 


KORDA DROPS 
GEORGE V. PIC 


London, Jan. 26. 


Now officially stated that, owing 
to technical difficulties, production 
of the jubilee film, ‘The Reign of 
King George V,’ written by Winston 
Churchill, has been abandoned. It 
was to have been made by London 
Films under the supervision of Alex- 
ander Korda. 

Pathe Pictures, Ltd., has secured 
the services of Sir Austen Chamber- 
lain and John Drinkwater to col- 
laborate in assembling a jubilee film 
from its extensive morgue, which 
will definitely be released May 6. 
It will be titled ‘Twenty-five Years 
@ King.’ Associated British Film 
Distributors will also release ‘The 
Soul of a Nation,’ which will be 
available for week of May 6. 

Gaumont-British News is also an- 
nouncing a King George jubilee film 
as a free gift to its subscribers for 
use during jubilee week. 


U. S.-Brazil Peace 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

Brazilian-American trade treaty 
signed by President Roosevelt Sat- 
urday (2) guarantees that the 
South American nation will not, 
during the life of the pact, boost 
the existing tariff rates on Ameri- 
@an films. 

Pact reads the same way vice 
versa, 














ANZAC QUOTA DUE 


Final Decision Likely When Parlia- 
ment Meets 





Sydney, Jan. 10. 

Understood that the quota thing 
will be settled finally when parlia- 
ment goes into session in two weeks. 
Believed that fight will be short 
and bitter, but quota for exhib and 
distrib will undoubtedly go through. 

Local producers are already kick- 
ing at the delay and say they want 
action as quickly as possible. They 
say that plenty of ready cash is 
waiting to go into the floatation 
of new companies as soon as gov- 
ernment makes up its mind. 


Para. Does Not 
Know How to Get 
Its German Money 








Paris, Jan. 26. 


Toughest problem facing Fred W. 
Lange, Paramount European chief, 
on his return here from the United 
States, is the German situation, he 
admitted on his arrival, Par’s pic- 
tures there are making a lot of 
money, but not a penny of it can 
be taken out of the country. 

Situation can’t be cleared up by 
closing the offices and stopping re- 
lease of pictures, he says, because 
that would mear. starting from 
scratch again if the situation ever 
changed. Meanwhile, however, no 
new Paramount cash is going into 
the country—just prints, which are 
piling up an inaccessible credit bal- 
ance inside the frontiers. 

Lange expressed scepticism over 
attempts by other companies to get 
their coin through by buying Ger- 
man product for release in France, 
and charging French grosses against 
the balance remaining in Germany. 
Doesn't think this can be done con- 
sistently largely because not enough 
German films can be bought for 
profitable exportation. Anyway, it 
amounts to too much haggling and 
worrying, he thinks. 

Lange expressed optimism as to 
the prospects for European markets 
in general. Said Paramount would 
release eight French mades here 
this year, to aid sales of the Ameri- 
can product, but believes they’ll all 
be indie products, rather than Para- 
mount made, because the indies can 
do them cheaper. 
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ENEMIES OF P-A 
HEAD GANG UF 


Political, Journalistic and 
and Trade Antagonists in 
Gigantic Putsch—But Na- 
tan Is Still France’s Head 
Film Man 


SUSPENDS PRODUCTION 








Paris, Feb. 4. 
Pathe-Natan has suspended all 
production for three months. Com- 
bined with recent dismissal of 48 
studio and newsreel employees, in- 
cluding half of the reel’s camera 
crews and its news editor, the move 


marks a serious retrenchment on 
the part of the leading French pro- 
ducer and throws the local output 
more completely than ever into the 
hands of small independents, as far 
as production is concerned. 

Move coincides with a terrific 
local renewal of .the: campaign 
against Bernard Natan, head of the 
Pathe-Natan concern. During the 
past few weeks his enemies in po- 
litical, newspaper and trade circles 
have been roaring more violently 
than ever, but Natan is still, at the 
present writing, sitting pretty. De- 
spite his temporary halt as a pro- 
ducer, his activities as a distrib, 


(Continued on page 58) 


Par Now Has ‘Bengal’ in 
All British Possessions 


Paramount is doing an exceptional 
rush job of ‘Bengal Lancer’ around 
the world. Picture has ‘already 
opened in all three important Brit- 
ish territories, getting first showing 
last week in London, Calcutta and 
Sydney. 

Par’s idea is that the film is hot 
for that part of the world and com- 
pany wants to get the coin rolling 
in pronto. Calcutta was watched 
especially by the company because 
of the film’s subject matter and 
opinion that Hollywood never is 
sure how natives will react around 
the world to local subjects on the 
screen, but opening went off well. 
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Censorship Gets Tougher All Over 
Europe; France Chews ‘World Moves 





GARGANOFF BACK 


Coming to N. Y. in April to Prepare 
For U. A. English Versions 








Paris, Jan. 26. 

Leon Garganoff, producer of ‘Bat- 
tle,’ plans a new trip to the United 
States in April to arrange for first 
of English versions he is to make 
for United Artists. Meanwhile he is 
going ahead with plans for a pic- 
ture, title unannounced, in French 
version only. 

Making English version for Amer- 
ican market is too tough, says Gar- 
ganoff, to be tackled light-heartedly 
and without full preparation. He 
doesn’t want to go off half prepared. 

Producer is negotiating with 
some American directors, actors and 
technicians to come here, but hasn’t 
closed with anyone. 


MAXWELL’S BID 
FOR G-B'S 6. T. 


London, Jan. 26. 


John Maxwell is understood to 
have made a definite offer on be- 
half of Associated British Picture 
Corporation (a B.I.P. subsidiary) 
for General Theatres Corporation 
preference shares. Terms of the 
offer are said to be an exchange of 
five General Theatres’ preference 
shares for two Associated British 
Picture 6% preference shares. 








Idea, according to report, is to 
reduce the interest on the General 
Theatres debenture’ stock from 
64% to 56% with a 1% sinking 
fund, both interest and _ sinking 
fund to carry Associated British 
guarantee, 


Corporation is further to have the 
right to reissue debentures that 
have been redeemed, to the extent 
of $1,500,000, increasing the amount 
from $9,750,000 to-over $10,000,000, 
with which to repay the loan to 
Gaumont-British., 

Before such a def 
consummated the proposal would 
have to be acceptable to 80% of 
General Theatres preference share- 
holders. 


could be 











Not Figured Out Yet 


Paramount, Fox and Meiro Join with Frenchmen 


—Exhib Angle and Chambre Syndicale Matter 





Paris, Jan. 26. 


That new independent distribs’ 
association, including the Ameri- 
can concerns, was finally formed 
here at a meeting in the Royal 
Monceau hotel, and three American 
firms—Paramount, Fox and Metro 
—won seats on the board of direc- 
tors, 


Movement started by M. Louraux 
of Tobis as a fight on French book- 
ing combines and now becomes a 
concrete reality, with Franco- 
American cooperation. Yanks thus 
re-enter a French trade association 
for the first time since they quit 
the Chambre Syndicale over the 
quota fight. 

Seven out of projected 10 mem- 
bers of the directing board were 
named: Louraux, Henri Klarsfeld 
(Par), Lafont (Fox), Stein (MGM), 
Marcel Sprecher, M. Ratisbonne 
and Schwob’ d’Hericourt, latter 
three indie French distribs. 


of an American company to figure, 
because he’s French and rules re- 
quire all directors of a French trade 
association to be native or natural- 
ized. Lafont and Stein are figure- 
heads to represent Carlo Bavetta 
and Alan Byre. Officers will be 
chosen later, by the board, and 
Louraux is slated as likely presi- 
dent. 
Skirting 

Meeting did not go into the chief 
squabble involving the association: 
its relations with the Chambre 
Syndicale. Louraux remains a 
member of the Chambre steering 
committee, and at the same time is 
the chief promoter of the new out- 
fit, one of aims of which is to fight 
the booking combine of Bernard 
Natan, who ig the man behind the 
scenes of the Chambre. Thus it 
would seem that sooner or later 
Louraux will have to quit the 
Chambre. Same applies to P. de 


PARIS INDIE DISTRIBS ORGANIZE: 
THREE AMERICAN FIRMS ON BOARD 





French Director Getting 
Load of H’wood Technic 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Pierre Colombier, French director, 
is ogling Hollywood production 
technique. Under 
Pathe-Natan, he’s mixing biz with 
pleasure on his first vacation in six 
years, 


He is the mate of Florence Wal- 


contract to 





ton, the dancer. 


‘Widow’ in Paris 


Jan. 26. 
Metro’s Madeleine cinema is drop- 

ping its grind ‘Merry 

Widow,’ (MG) which follows ‘Tar- 


zan and his Mate’ there. Picture 
will be shown only once an evening, 
show beginning at 9.15 and seats 
being bookable in advance. 


Paris, 


policy for 


Matinee remains continuous, how- 
ever, from 1 p. m. to 8 p.m. Week- 
day matinee prices will be 80c. and 
up and nights, and Sunday mats 








Klarsfeld is the only local chief 





(Continued on page 58) 





will start at $1 and rise to $1.66 top. 


— 


Paris, Jan. 26. 


Fox is the latest American com- 
pany to feel heavy hand of French 
censor. Before ‘World Moves On’ 
could be shown at the Marignan 
here, all scenes indicating that war 
is a disastrous adventure had to be 
cut, and film was presented in com- 
pletely mutilated version. 

Firm made three appeals to con- 
sor board, but finally had to com- 
ply with the slashing orders. Didn't 
make any attempt to go over the 
board’s head, because it hasn't had 
much trouble for some time, and 
figured ‘it might just as well take 
its medicine this time without too 
much squawking. Kick against film 
did not originate with censorship 
board, but with an important Gov- 
ernment department. 

Meanwhile ‘Heroes For’ Sale’ 
(WB) remains under a ban for sim- 
ilar reasons. Police in this case 
kicked at riot scenes. Warners pro- 
testing, was told it might show the 
film without French subtitles, if it 
liked, but in this form it would be 
unintelligible to the public, and the 
firm refused. 

Situation is symptomatic of ine 
creasingly tough censorship situa- 
tion all over Europe, with which 
France, in most things freer than 
other continental countries, is te 
some extent falling in line. It is 
tough anywhere in Europe to get 
permission to show a picture which 
might arouse violent pacifism or 
other revolutionary tendencies. War 
is a particularly delicate subject. 
Even war between kid gangs shown 
in ‘No Greater Glory’ (Col) barely 


(Continued on page 58) 


ITALY TAKES 
OVER PIC BIZ 





Rome, Jan. 24. 

At meeting of the Council, of 
Ministers at the Palazzo Viminale, 
under the presidency of Mussolini, 
it was decided to pass measures 
authorizing LUCE, national film 
concern, to take over shares in all 
cinema companies. 

Object of this measure is to make 
it possible for LUCE to act in the 
economic and commercial fields of 
production and renting of films and 
management of cinema theatres. 

Main idea is raising national pro- 
duction to a higher degree both 
from the « -ndpoints of propaganda 
and revenue, 





Paris Premiere of 
‘Dictator’ Swank, 





But Pic Lukewarm 


Paris, Feb. 4. 

World premiere of ‘The Dictator,’ 
first Toeplitz production starring 
Clive Brook, was held here at the 
Ermitage Champs-Elysees Friday 
night (1). It was the swankiest 
film event of the season here with 
the American and British ambas- 
sadors and embassy attaches at- 
tending, also local society. 

Film is the most lavish costume 
picture ever made in England and 
is extra fine pictorially but weak 
emotionally. Reception was admir- 
ing but lukewarm. 





Senate Pair : a 


Holly wood, Feb. 4. 


Martinez Sierra, Spanish novelist 
and contract writer for Fox, and his 
wife, Catalina Barcena, Spanish 
player, left here Friday (1) for a 
six months’ vacation in Spain and 
Moro¢ ce. 


Pair return to Fox in the fall for 
Spanish productions, 
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Hours traveled, 2. 
Miles traveled, 24. 
Cities visited, 2. 


Rivers crossed, 1 
(twice). 


Fares paid, 8. 





TIME reader commuting from 
Mamaroneck to his work in 
lower Manhattan Friday de- 
cided te see the first issue 
of THE MARCH OF TIME on 
the screen. Finishing work 
early he journeyed by tube to 
Jersey City wher TIME’S ad- 
vertisement listed Loew's the- 
atre as the nearest one showing 
the new picture. (Unfortunate- 
ly a mistake had been made. 
Not until February 8th, can 
THE MARCH OF TIME be 
seen in Jersey City.) So back 
to Manhattan and up Broad- 
Way on a street car he went 
antil the sign of the marquee 
of the Capitol (plus the advise 
of another friend of TIME who 
happened to be on the car) led 
him to the box office of that 
theatre. 
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HIS is a true story. It happened Friday 

afternoon on a Broadway surface car. 
Overhearing a passenger questioning the con- 
ductor about the Capitol Theatre and noticing 
a copy of TIME. under his arm, our informant* 
asked if he was looking for THE MARCH 
OF TIME. This story was the answer, an 
amusing tale of the efforts of one TIME reader 
who made up his mind to see THE MARCH 
OF TIME, even though misdirected all the 
way to Jersey City (for which THE MARCH 
OF TIME offers full apology). 


Unusual, of course—but the determined action 
of this one TIME reader is typical of the pub- 
lie interest that has marked the start of this 
monthly series. That's why managers every- 
where report constant phone calls asking “What 
time will it go on?” It's why audiences in 
theatre after theatre are applauding every per- 
formance. It's the reason why THE MARCH 
OF TIME of the screen of your theatre means 
a new kind of audience that will come back 
month after month. Talk to your nearest First 
ivision exchange at once. 


*Name on request te the Maroh of Time, Ime. 
Redie City, N. ¥ 


Distributed by 


FIRST DIVISION 


HARRY H. THOMAS, President 
Rockefeller Center, N, Y. 
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Underwood & Underwood, 


Scout for Congress at the Washington premiere of the March of Time was Col. Edwin 
Halsey, Secretary of the United States Senate 





Underwood & Underwood, 
Soviet Ambassador Alexander Troyanovsky and Boris Skvirsky, counselor of the Soviet 


Embassy, also at the Washington premiere, viewed March of Time and its analysis 
of the Pacific situation : 





Underwood & Underwood, 


Other figures prominent in social and diplomatic circles-included Mme. Sze, wife of the 
Chinese Minister, Dr. Alfred Sze, with their daughters, Misses Julia and Alice, and 
nephew, Wilbur Sze ow 


REVIEWS FROM COAST TO COAST 


NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE: This feature should prove popular for it is 
llvely...current and brief. 

WILLIAM BOEHNEL IN NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM: It is...a com- 
prehensive pictorial record that shows why and how things happen, as well as 
the climax. 

ELSIE FINN IN PHILADELPHIA RECORD: March of Time entertains as it 
informs. The camera work, editing and selection of material promise much 
for the future of this new type of picture, 

BALTIMORE MORNING SUN: At first sight The March of Time seems to be 
a revolutionary movement in the newsreel field...The first reel offered humor, 
satire, pathos...At the end there was applause. 

W. WARD MARSH IN CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER: First issue of The 
March of Time...urgently recommenced. 

CHICAGO DAILY TRIBUNE: An engrossing and “different” news rhapsody 
...- You really won't be in the swim...if you don’t see The March of Time each 
month. 

DOUGLAS HAWLEY IN DALLAS TIMES HERALD: March of Time is keen- 
ly Interesting and the audience liked it. 

HAROLD HUNT IN PORTLAND’S OREGON DAILY JOURNAL:...Could 
be stretched profitably into twice or three times its present length. Here's 
hoping it will become a weekly event. 


PHILLIP K. SCHEUER IN LOS ANGELES TIMES: ...The first issue is... 
an interesting compendium of topics from the month’s news. 
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14 VARIETY 
THE GOOD FAIRY 
Universal production and release, Fea- 


tures Margaret Sullavan, Herbert Marshall. 
From stage 


Directed by William Wyler. 

lay by Ferenc Molnar. Screen play, 
-reston Sturges; camera, Norbert Bodine. 
At R. C. Music Hall, N. Y., week Jan. 31. 


Running time, 98 mins. 
Luisa (Lu) Ginglebusher. Margaret Sullavan 
Dr. Max Sporum........ Herbert Marshall 


Konrad ..... bVekKesvcbaceces’ Frank Morgan 
Detlafl ..cccccccccesccccess Reginald Owen 
Bchlapkohl] ..ccccccsccvesesesess Alan Hale 
Dr. SchultS....cccccccecvesss Beulah Bondi 


Preston Sturges has translated 
Ferenc Molnar’s dainty comedy for 
the screen, and has turned out a 
somewhat vociferous paraphrase 
that probably will mean better busi- 
ness than a more literal adaptation. 

It is rather slapsticking a master 
but it’s for the boxoffice and the 
b.o. reaction should be robust. It 
is not necessarily Molnar but it 
should sell tickets. 

Looks as though the story had 
been somewhat spoiled in the cut- 
ting, but what’s left is good enter- 
tainment. Slightly idealistic atmos- 
phere of the original is missing, and 
in its place is substituted a style 
of comedy closely akin to slapstick. 
But it never completely gets down 
to the Sennett idea except for one 
moment. Direction seems to have 
ignored the possibilities written in 
by Sturges and to have accented 
the horseplay. Yet some good dia- 
log and situations remain, and if a 
charming idyl has been butchered 
to make a pictorial holiday, at least 
the slaughtering has been well done. 
A little too much time given the 
initial sequence in the asylum, 
which is not funny nor particularly 
convincing, serving only to give 

Alan Hale and Beulah Bondi their 
one opportunity. From the asylum 
action moves to the theatre where 
Lu (Miss Sullavan) becomes an 
usher and her encounter, first with 
Reginald Owen and almost imme- 
diately with Frank Morgan, quickly 
puts the play into its stride. From 
there on‘it works to a farcical fin- 
fish in which the burly waiter 
(Owen) removes her from the 
imagined lascivious attentions of 
her benefactor (Morgan). Story 
ends with a superfluous wedding 
scene. 

Picture is fairly peppered with 
closeups which, delaying produc- 
tion, brought U and the director, 
William Wyler, to the mat. These 
closeups are so beautiful that they 
seem worth while even if a bit pro- 
fuse. 

Frank Morgan, as the benefactor, 
plays like an eccentric John Barry- 
more, but makes his points rapidly 
and surely. Theatres will do well 
to take care that the sound is prop- 
erly adjusted ‘to pick up Morgan 
here. His part is written in a 
bombastic vein to carry over its im- 
plausibility, and in less careful 
hands might have been a washout. 
Reginald Owen, as a waiter, is an 
excellent foil and contributes some 
telling pantomime. Miss Sulla- 
van is more or less uneasy in the 
asylum opening as she does not 
suggest the child. Later she per- 
forms more surely. Herbert Mar- 
shall, first with a chin beard and 
later clean shaven, is given less op- 
portunity, but contributes to the 
general effect. The story prac- 
tically lies with this quartet. Others 
are competent, but negligible. This 
film version will not please those 
who cherish memories of the play 
but it will please a more important 
clientele. Chic. 


WINGS IN THE DARK 


Paramount production and release; Arthur 
Hornfblow, Jr., producer. Stars Myrna Loy 
and Cary Grant. Directed by James Flood. 
Story, Nell Shipman and Phillip D. Hurn; 
adaptation, Dale Van Every and E. H. 
Robinson; screen play, Jack Kirkland and 
Frank Partos; chief of aeronautics, Capt. 
Earl H. Robinson; aerial photography, 
Dewey Wrigley; camera, William C. Mel- 
Jor. At Paramount, N. Y., Feb. 1. Run- 
ning time, 68 mins. ; 












Bheila Mason...ccccscccccsessees Myrna Loy 
Ken Gordon..... paebeanseeceses Cary Grant 
Nick Williams. .cccccsceceess Roscoe Karns 
ae gas a6 ecceceees-- Hobart Cavanaugh 
Tops HarMon..ccccececerccorces Dean Jagger 
Vipp Morgan. ..occecccccecseccs Bert Hanlon 
Joy Burns..... Scdvoctatesccccdeees waurtis 
Jake Brashear.....+..+++....Russell Hopton 
DOC ccccevece ccccccoecccccee Arnold Korff 
Se TO Tee Tee Covececnecccc eae Phelps 
Sheila’s Mechanic............-Matt McHugh 
Yo ere ectecesece Julian Madison 
MY 24 Beebe ee4eue bates oun ae a Rita Owin 
Banker Crawford....... George MacQuarrie 
EY. waned 64 yies-5400 eae Mabel Forrest 
Kennel Club Secretary...Samuel 8. Hinds 
EE DAK65 bd0b6 6 Soke 80459504 George Reed 
OD 60i0n66d60000 ..-Hanley Andrews 
Mt coves 0090080406 0G 0000008 445 Sam Flint 
Wallace ...... TITTY Tree Charles Morris 
wwsaceee eeeececeeess Henry Roquemore 

Unconvincing and improbable 


atory here, but handled so expertly 
and deftly that it may nose through 
to moderate grosses. It’s a flying 
yarn with a new angle—so new, in 
fact, it’s pretty ridic. But the title, 
the aerial photography and the act- 
ing of Myrna Loy and Cary Grant 
are assets. 

Six writers involved in the story 
hatching—and evidently all of them 
let their imaginations go rampant. 
Myrna Loy is a trick pilot, circusing 
around to earn a living. Cary Grant 
is a serious aviator with ideas of 
world records. He wants to fly to 
Paris, but at the last minute an 
accident happens and he goes blind. 
That would seem to crimp his 
eareer, but Miss Loy encourages him 
to keep on trying. He dictates air 
stories and articles and sends them 
te magazines, with the girl pigeon- 
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| noting the yarns and paying off 
| while he doesn’t know. Also, he’s 
working on a new invention for 
blind flying. He just about perfects 
it when his plane is taken away 
from him for lack of payments. 
Then he finds out all. So he cuts 
her off and sends ier away, and she, 
to forget, makes a solo flight from 
Moscow to New York to establish 
a new world’s record. 

After clearing all of Russia, Eu- 
rope and the Atlantic ocean she gets 
lost over Boston, a fog sets in 
and she can’t find her way to the 
airport. She's lost her bearings and 
it looks like all is lost. So the 
blind man crashes Roosevelt field, 
breaks down the door of a hangar, 
gets a plane, goes up and finds her 
and guides her down to safe land- 
ing. 

Curiously enough the finish, which 
is hardest to take from a credulity 
standpoint, is the best part of the 


picture. It’s so exciting and so 
well handled by Flood that it al- 
most convinces. Mob scenes, air 


stuff and all the photography are 
way above ordinary. 

Besides the two stellar perform- 
ances there is a good supporting 
cast, outstanding being the work of 
Roscoe Karns as Miss Loy’s man- 
ager, and Hobart Cavanaugh 4s 
Grant’s mechanic. Kauyf. 


MARCH OF TIME 


produced by 


First Division release, 
Bes 


March of Time, Inc. At Capitol, N. 
week Feb. 1, Running time, 20 mins. 





From the exhibitor angle, the 
cinematic ‘March of Time,’ which 
the producer labels a ‘new kind of 
pictorial journalism,’ is boxoffice. 
Scheduled for monthly release, each 
20-minute short ought to prove 
potent b.o.- If nothing else, the 
magazine, radio and local buildups 
has already evidenced its . bally- 
hoo effect. If ensuing releases par 
this, the rest is easy. 

‘March of Time’ is a magazine 

newsreel. Its relation to current 
events, as treated in the ordinary 
newsreel, is much as Time maga- 
zine is to current events treated in 
the daily press. Both are edi- 
torialized news interpretations, po- 
tent for propaganda purposes, if so 
intended, but first of all cannily 
edited for showmanship values. The 
same skillful news merchandizing 
which has distinguished the weekly 
news magazine finds a counterpart 
in the ‘March of Time’ reel which is 
presented and edited by the editors 
of Time. 
Six subjects are treated in the 
first release and, from understand- 
ing, that will be the average each 
month. It covers two New York 
locales and one each in London, 
York, Pa.; Okitsu, Japan and Paris, 
the latter with an aftermath in 
Washington, D. C. Yet none are 
strictly local, the idea being for 
national or world-wide significance 
as the case may be. 


Fred Perkins thus puts York, Pa., 
on the map as a testing source of 
the NRA’s legality. 


Okitsu, Japan, and Nippon’s arma- 
ment expansion, are shown as the 
cradle of a far-flung international 
parleying which dates back to Ver- 
sailles in 1919, the London dis- 
armament treaty in 1924, and thus 
through the familiar ‘Time Marches 
On’ slogan, is shown each step lead- 
ing up to the current naval parity 
which is of world concern. 

Speakeasy Street, New York, 
leads off. It’s the frankest expose 
of how the prohibition enforcement 
squad was hoodwinked in _ those 
dear, dead Volsteadian days. Jack 
and Charlie, operating 21 West 62d 
street, willingly depict the secret 
vaults and liquor caches, and the 
manner of electrical contacting 
which so successfully eluded the 
likker-sniffers. It’s a great plug for 
the now reformed speak and swell 
human-interest stuff, 


In like vein of human interest and 
with entertainment values upper- 
most is the concluding shot devoted 
to Guilio Gatti-Casazza and a night 
behind the scenes at the Metropoli- 
tan opera house. These are the first 
soundfilms shot at the Met and de- 
pict the grand old man of the Met— 
who resigns after this season—go- 
ing through the paces of impresario- 
a a Metropolitan opera produc- 

on, 


Humor is derived from a now 
famed news piece on Moe Buchs- 
baum, American, who refused to pay 
a 100 franc fine for speeding in 


France unless it was credited 
towards France’s war debt to 
America. The French jurist is 


shown acquiescing and so, a closeup 
of the U. S. Treasury’s ledger in 
Washington, indicates France’s last 
credit item on her war obligation 
as coming via Moe Buchsbaum’s 100 
francs, or $6.60 at the current rate 
of exchange. 

The London shot deals. with 
Transport Minister Leslie Hore- 
Belisha’s efforts to make pedestrian- 
ism safe for Londoners, despite the 
‘Belisha beacons’ becoming such a 
bane to London’s motor drivers. 

All the news events are produc- 
tioned and presented in a snappy, 
showmanly manner, with March of 


Time, Inc., committed to the idea 
that it will not be difficult to get 
folks like Fred Perkins of York, 


Pa., whenever they become news- 
worthy, to reenact themselves for 
‘March of Time,’ or, when that’s un- 
feasible, the reel frankly states that 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘The Good Fairy’ (U). Should 
do well. Margaret Sullavan 
and Herbert Marshall help the 
marquee. 

‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). 
Air yarn which ought to pull 
through to moderate grosses. 
Myrna Loy and Carey Grant. 


‘The Secret Bride’ (WB). 
Fast moving melodrama with 
Barbara Stanwych and War- 


ren William. Above average. 


‘Society Doctor’ (Metro). 
Has its moments and Chester 
Morris helps Fair but will 
need help. 

‘Behind the Evidence’ (Col). 
Typical western yarn masquer- 
ading in city slicker clothes. 
Not big time. 

‘Under Pressure’ (Fox). 
Lowe-McLaglen action pic; 
okay, especially for male au- 
diences. 


‘Secret of the Chateau’ (U). 
Thin and slowly paced story 
too much of a handicap for 
fair cast lineup. Probably will 
top lesser dual bills. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ (Radio). 
Confusing mixture of a mys- 
tery and problem play. Doubt- 
ful as to general fan appeal. 

‘Strange Wives’ (U). Consid- 
erably under average and shy 
on cast names, 

‘One Hour Late’ (Par). Mild 
candidate. Musical featuring 
Joe Morrison, from radio. Many 
recognize cast names but short 
of marquee punch. 

‘Hei Tiki’ (FD), Silent with 
narrator. Made with native 
Maori players and has some 
novelty interest, but will need 
support. 











it will reenact the dialog, a la the 
‘March of Time’ radio program. 

The newsreel, via an _ official 
broadside, emphasizes that the 
cinematic presentation, unlike the 
radio ‘March of Time,’ while coin- 
cidentally sponsored by Time maga- 
zine, is not to be considered an in- 
stitutional ballyhoo for the periodi- 
cal. It is set forth that the film is 
sold as a straight amusement com- 
modity and must rise or fall as 
such; the air show (about to be re- 
sumed under sponsorship of Rem- 
ington-Rand, Inc.) is more in the 
nature of a radio plug for the 
weekly. 

With the publications’ general 
ballyhoo to back it up, and judged 
on the first production, ‘March of 
Time’ may well become a No. 2 
feature for the average exhib. It’s 
more than a newsreel and even the 
deluxers, playing single features, 
first run, may well be deemed of- 
fering a dual bill every month when 
the new ‘March of Time’ rolls 
around. It packs enough merit to 
warrant its b.o. selling that way. 


Abel. 
THE SECRET BRIDE 
Biers “Marbere’ section and release. 


William, Glenda Farrell, Grant 
and Arthur Byron in support. 
William Dieterle. Based on play by Leon- 
ard Ide. Adaptation by F. Hugh Herbert, 
Tom Buckingham and Mary McCall, Jr. 
Film editor, Owen Marks. Photography by 


Mitchell 
Directed by 


Emest Miller. At Roxy, N. Y., week 
starting Friday, Feb. 1. Running time, 
65 mine. 

Ruth Vincent...... +»++-Barbara Stanwyck 


Robert Sheldon...........Warren William 
Hazel Normandie...........Glenda Farrell 
Willis Martin...............Grant Mitchell 
Governor Vincent...........-Arthur Byron 
Jim Lansdale......seees+...-Henry O'Neill 
Dave Bredeen..........Douglas Dumbrille 
Lieut. Nigard...........Arthur Aylesworth 
Rep. Grosvenor. -Willard Robertson 
Rep. McPherson. -William Davidson 


eeeeees 
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Written and directed with an eye 
to correctness of detail, ‘The Secret 
Bride’ is a comforting relief in the 
fact, alone, that court procedure, 
impeachment proceedings and 
methods of police investigation fol- 
low rules of practice. The liberties 
the picture takes are in other di- 
rections, though they are inconse- 
quential and, for the sake of the 
plot, entirely forgivable. What the 
story forgets to think about when 
it is thinking of almost every con- 
ceivable thing in unraveling what 
looks like a governor’s guilt of 
grafting, virtually goes unnoticed. 

Snappy pace, the adherence to 
the meat of the story and its plot 
situations, skilled direction of Wil- 
liam Dieterle and the work of a 
capable cast lift ‘Secret Bride’ to 
the entertainment position where it 
is above the average and at the box 
office, with proper selling, should 
reflect that worth in grosses. 

Miss Stanwyck and Warren 
William both acquit themselves 
very creditably as the characters 
the story afforded them. Former 
does the daughter of the governor, 
who looks pretty guilty of having 
accepted $10,000 from a man he 
pardoned, while William plays the 
attorney general. He’s in love with 
the Gov’s daughter and disposes of 





one plot foundation at opening by 
secretly marrying her. They are 





TALKING SHORTS 





HAUPTMANN TRIAL 
Newsreel Compilation 
Embassy, N. Y. 

Pathe 

The Pathe footage on the Haupt- 
mann trial, with the accused kid- 
napper actually testifying for re- 
cording cameras, Is playing here 
(the Embassy) on one show, while 
a similar clip issued by Universal 
is playing on another show, the two 
alternating. The Pathe contribu- 
tion is a shade the best in both pro- 
duction and treatment. It runs 8% 
minutes, a minute shorter than U’s, 
and is full of dramatic dynamite. 

Material to form the basis of the 
clips, issued by all five newsreel 
companies, was shot mostly by a U 
crew under an arrangement with the 
various reel makers whereby each 
company got a crack at the job. 
Court ruled, when the trial began, 
that only one camera crew could 
have access to the court and then 
it could take pictures only dur- 
ing recess, before convening of 
court, or after its close. Attorney 
General Wilentz immediately pro- 
tested against the Hauptmann testi- 
mony, which was obtained in alleged 
defiance of the understanding with 
the court, and demanded it be with- 
drawn from the _ theatres. Fox 
pulled its issue (only three minutes 
long) Friday night (1) and Par fol- 
lowed suit the next day with its 
nine minute reel, but Pathe, U and 
Hearst were still showing yester- 
day (Mon.). H-M may pull out, but 
U and Pathe say they won't. 

Pathe heads its clip ‘Bruno on the 
Stand’ and first pictures Lindbergh, 
the Colonel's wife, Betty Gow, Koeh- 
ler, Osborn and Condon on the 
stand. With the exception of some 
brief explanation by Koehler, obvi- 
ously shot during recess, the only 
other portion of this build-up that’s 
recorded is a question Wilentz puts 
to Condon to identify Hauptmann. 

From here on it’s Hauptmann in 
the witness chair answering ques- 
tions fired at him by the prosecutor 
on cross examination. Wilentz 
prods at him as to how much money 
was in the shoe box. More ques- 
tions and then, when Wilentz cries 
‘lies, lies, lies,’ the stolid German, 
with an ominous restraining ges- 
ture of his hand, warns the prose- 
cutor twice to ‘Stop that.’ This is 
the dramatic highlight. 

Wilentz also questions Haupt- 
mann in the Pathe contribution on 
his relations with Mrs. Henkel, U 
having left this out. While the in- 
terrogation by the attorney general 
is going on, Pathe cuts in its off- 
screen narrator at various points 
with a view to building up the ma- 
terial. 

While its material came from the 
same negative as U’s and the 
others, Pathe did a fine laboratory 
job on its release, sharpening up 
the dialog and removing as much 
of the interference from background 
noise as possible. 

Universal 

As in the Pathe clip, U prefaces 
its highlighting Hauptmann testi- 
mony with library shots of Lindy, 
the flier’s wife and Condon on the 
stand, leaving the others out. Con- 
don’s identification of Hauptmann 
is the same as Pathe except that the 
audience doesn’t see Wilentz. 

U starts out with actual scenes 
and recording of Reilly questioning 
his client on direct examination. 
The attorney goes over questions 
concerning location of Hauptmann’s 
house, the carpenter’s tool chest 
which the witness gets off the stand 
to investigate with troopers follow- 
ing him around closely and exami- 
nation of the kidnap ladder. One 
laugh in the trial is included, 
Hauptmann’s answer that ‘I am a 
carpenter’ when asked if he built 
the ladder. Courtroom laughter is 
also heard but not vividly. 

Wilentz then takes up, first ques- 
tioning the accused about Bronx 
cemeteries and whether he knew 
where they were, whether he was 
ever in them (Woodlawn and St. 
Raymond’s) and how far located 
from where he lived. The prose- 
cutor then is seen and heard turn- 
ing to the question of when Haupt- 
mann counted the ransom money 
found in his house. Interpellation 
with respect to the ladder and Con- 
don’s phone number on a closet 
board taken from Hauptmann’s 
house winds it up dramatically with 


the ‘lies’ and ‘Stop that’ battling 
between the chair and Hauptmann’s 
inquisitor. 


Occasional glimpses of the court- 
room, including attorneys, crowds, 
the jury, Mrs. Hauptmann, news- 
paper men, etc., included by both 
U and Pathe. 

Hauptmann material by Par, Fox 
and Hearst not used at this house. 

Boxoffice value of this actual 


DIONNE QUINTUPLETS 


Novelty 
12 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 
Pathe 
This is the first comparatively 


extended footage on the now world- 
famous Dionne quintuplets ana 
Pathe undoubtedly has a b.o. ve- 
hicle in this converted newsreel 
clip. 

First Mr. and Mrs. Dionne are 
shown with their five children 
other than the quintuplets, with 
the scene then shifting to the Dafoe 
hospital, named after the country 
doctor who brought them into the 
world, the babies themselves and 
the three nurses who care for them. 
Dr. Dafoe explains the babies’ 
health to some extent, while an off- 
screen narrator handles the rest. 

Shots of the kids are fine, show- 
ing them in all moods and under 
all conditions, smiling, crying, be- 
ing fed, bathed, dressed and being 
taken into the sunshine for their 
daily airing. Reel looks as though 
it was made in the fall, the Can- 
adian horizon being free of snow. 

Women will want to see this 
short. For that matter, so will 
everybody. Scho, 





WILL OSBORNE 
Orchestra, with Helen Ward, Evelyn 
and James Vernon 
9 Mins. 
Ziegfeld, N. Y. 
Vitahone No. 9905 

Pleasing enough orchestra short 
and one that should help if given 
some publicity on the well known 
Osborne-Vallee feud. 

Starts out in a routine way but 
moves smoothly to a ‘Two Cigarets’ 
orchestration, with Osborne at mike 
for a second time. By means flash- 
back Osborne is depicted enlisting 
and going into the trenches, with 
the song motif carried into each 
scene. Picture then returns to dance 
floor with the two Vernons contin- 
uing their ballroom stepping. 

Presentation is carried out effec- 
tively by using blacks and whites. 
Orchestra is garbed in white, with 
black drapes and white microphone. 
This is also used when Helen Ward 
plays piano and does the only song 
outside of Osborne’s. Dressed in 
black, she has a white piano while 
two of the orchestra lads, in white, 
flank her with black grands. Play- 
ing and singing of four orchestra 
boys a la Mills Brothers is also in- 
cluded. 





NICK LUCAS 
‘The Country Needs’ 
Musical 
21 Mins. 
Astor, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 1771-1772 

Nick Lucas gives his name to this 
musical, though he plays no more 
important a part than the others, in- 
cluding Janet Reade and the Presser 
girls. 

Big idea is that a theatrical firm 
has lost all its theatres to the banks, 
Decides that what the country needs 
is a bank along new lines. Flashes 
to a bank with girl pages, where 
they do not require borrowers to 
sign notes, etc., all to musical in- 
terruptions. Then it’s all a dream. 

Silly but it has some laughs and 
plenty of productional value. Lucas 
croons a couple but the numbers 
are not outstanding. Good filler. 

Chic. 


HARRY HORLICK ORCHESTRA, 
Frank Parker, Florence and Al- 
varez Musical Revival 

10 Mins. 

a Fe 


Strand, 
Vitaphone No. 9906 

Horlick’s gypsy orch and Frank 
Parker are teamed on the air for 
the A. & P. Gypsies and have 
teamed previously in shorts. Here 
they have with them also Florence 
and Alvarez, dance duo currently 
at the Hotel New Yorker. Combo 
makes for a colorful one reel in- 
terlude and winds up as one of 
the better shorts. - 

Orchestra plays throughout, 
handling all gypsy tunes. Parker 
sings one song, dance team wanders 
in for their version of it and Parker 
finales with a chorus. Carefully 
done and well photographed. 

Kauf. 





Hauptmann testimony is unques- 
tionable and newsreel companies 
withdrawing their issues were 
plenty loath to do so. 

This house was packing ’em in 
Saturday (2) with the front of the 
theatre well plastered and billed. 
House also went to town on ad- 
vertising in daily papers. Char. 





unable to announce the wedding 
even to the girl’s father because of 
the uncomfortable position the at- 
torney general is placed in when 
one of his men uncovers evidence 
pointing to gubernatorial wrong- 
doing. One of the forgivable liber- 
ties may be the fact that news of 
the marriage didn’t leak out, even 
if they pulled it off in a small town 
in another State. 

Two murders figure, giving 
‘Secret Bride’ a highly melodra- 
matic flavor. One is that of the 
pardoned big business shot who is 


believed to have greased the Gov- 
ernor’s mitts through having $10,000 
deposited to his account by a sec- 
retary. The other is that of the 
attorney gen’s right-hand sleuther, 
who has arrested the secretary 
while deposit was being made. Be- 
cause of circumstances which ap- 
pear entirely plausible the sweet- 
heart of the attorney general's in- 
vestigator looks guilty of his mur- 
der. 

She’s cleared by Miss Stanwyck, 
who has succeeded in getting the 

(Continued on page 31) 
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NEW YORK “radio City Music Hall — Arliss 


starrer gets Hall back to more comfortable position 
than it’s been last two weeks. (Last week's blizzard 
" no help to biz: the worst since ’88) $70,000. Strictly 
okay.”— VARIETY 


me. ts wuRe 


n 3 : oF : a. ; BOSTON RKO Memorial — substantial $12,000. 
:" : : oo — (Suburban roads just being uncovered after record- 


“a eae . : breaking blizzard.)’—VARIETY - 











. _ 3 _ LOS ANGELES 4-star—"Gross; $4,750. | 
z | (Average $3,250)"—M. P. DAILY : d 


| United. Artists—"Gross; $4,000. (Average $3,500)”. 
: ea . | —M.P. DAILY 
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sa ee . , _. | BUFFALO Lafayette—“‘topped average by $1,000 / 
” Zero temperature."—M, P. DAILY : 


. . | CHICAGO McVickers —" Life saver for house. [| ~ 


” — , cc es [, Gross $10,000. (Average $9,000.)— VARIETY 
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NEWARK Little, Arty House—"2G, Good. Going | 
good. Expects $2,000, which will be swell."—VARIETY | 


nk 


BOSTON ine Arts —“Breaking house records. 


ce 


ly aioe . | | Going into fifth week. Good for another month’s run.” 


x wrgren amass 2 . —FILM DAILY 
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a : : MINNEAPOLIS World —’Severest cold in 22 


years. They liked this one here.’— VARIETY 


CHICAGO wmevickers —“Big $13,000. Excellent 


= | notices. Making a handsome box-office return.” 
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Hear Bing Crosby introduce three 
song hits from Paramount's 





"MISSISSII P [ 


Directed by Edward Sutherland ... starring 
I 





| 


BING CROSBY,-W. C. FIELDS, JOAN BENNETT 


Music and Lyrics, by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart. | 
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TUESDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY 12th 
Columbia Broadcasting System...9 P.M.—Eastern Standard Time...8 P.M.— 
Central Standard Time..,7 P.M.—MountainTime ...6 P.M.—Pacifie Coast Time. 
The Woodbury Program 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Leon Leonidoff makes use of an 
obvious idea in obvious fashion, but 
gets pleasant results from a presen- 
tation which is more or less along 
the lines of other recent M. H. pres- 
entations. He calls this one ‘Con- 
trast,’ with four sections labeled 
‘Sacred and Profane,’ ‘Blonde and 
Brunette,’ ‘Sublime and Ridiculous’ 
and ‘Night and Day.’ 

The first opens with the Glee 
Club, in surplice and stole, singing 
a sacred air to some female saint 
whose heart is pierced with swords. 
The other extreme is Jan Peerce 
singing Mephisto's song from 
‘Faust’ on the back of a silver stag, 
with the chorus back in the almost 
inevitable white-lined Inverness 
coats. It might be a good idea 
some time to advertise ‘The Glee 
Club will not wear its overcoats 
this week.’ It would be a novelty. 
Still it’s effective singing and inter- 
estingly staged. 

The -blondes and brunettes are 
the Rockettes, with half the girls 
in dark hair going moderne in red 
skirts and lilac waists. After they 
go through the motions, the blondes 
dash in for some prancing in red 
waists and lilac skirts, reversing 
the color scheme. The back drop 
is formed of diamond-shaped pan- 
e's, which can be reversed to give 
both shades their own particular 
backing. Tough on the blondes to 
have to writhe when they want to 
kick up their heels in precision 
work, though they get an all too 
brief opportunity at the close. It 
ain’t doing right by our Rockettes, 

In the third segment the sublime 
is a ballet dance, with Nick Daks 
and a danseuse fronting and a 
coloratura solo, Well grouped, 
but rather ordinary. Set is 
on the revolving stage, which 
turns to reveal six men of the bal- 
let corps in a burlesque dance sug- 
gestive of the Runaway Four; tramp 
makeups and tattered clothing. The 
burlesque on the dying swan is 
more suggestive of Joe Penner’s 
duck. For the Hall it might be well 
to cut the suggestion that the swan 
is shot in the posterior. It’s the 
only comedy in the bill and not 
particularly funny. 

Finale opens with the Glee Club 
(without the coats) singing ‘Night 
and Day’ in the half dark, then 
some of the girls in slinky, black, 
close-fitting gowns against half a 
dozen silvered hoops. Others are 
in some sort of East Indian rig, with 
a red headed dancer to out writhe 
the other modernes. She’s more 
elfective with her bends. Finale is 
a tableau, with the remainder of the 
girls doing semi-nudes very effec- 
tively. 

Performance is announced by Al- 
pha, the robot which has been seen 
around before. Not a very good 
bei. Presentation runs 46 minutes. 

Remainder of the show is the 
newsreel, a two-reeler on the Saar, 
and the feature, ‘The Good Fairy’ 
(U). Business excellent. Chic. 


Roxy-Mastbaum, Phila. 


a Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 
This is a typical production week 


at this house, reopened by Roxy 
about eight weeks ago. Openings 
usually scheduled for Mondays 


have now been switched to tenta- 
tive Thursdays and Fridays, con- 
forming with other theatre chang- 
ings here. 

Myrna Loy’s ‘Wings in the Dark’ 
(Par) is the attraction, with the 
show's plug rating as another Roxy 
magnifico. Stage work is greeted 
warmly because it offers the best 
produced and costumed job so far. 

Opener is an overture of an im- 
Pression of ‘Faust’ with aria solo- 
ing by Irene Singer, soprano; 
Helffenstein Mason, basso, and Lee 
Sherman, tenor. The selection is 
familiar, and a 55-piece pit band 
renders a nicely felt interpretation. 
Harold Anderson, Leon Leonardi 
and Adolph Kornspan are credited 
with conducting and arrangement. 
Miss Singer scores with smooth 
warbling. In the deuce spot is the 
ballet corps under Von Grona’s di- 
rection. The group, although al- 
lowing for newness, seems heavy 
footed, lacking distinctive grace 
that’s expected from the cheese- 
cloth swingers. They do very little 
but create.a yawn, or else Grona 
has been picking his gals without 
the usual astuteness. He has done 
much better for himself in past 
shows as a solo interpreter of the 
modernistic dance, 

Newsreel breaks the stage of- 
fering, cueing the Roxyettes who 
divert from the usual precision rou- 
tine with a tango novelty to ‘Es- 
trellita’, They're white costumed 
against a black drop in full and 
make an impressive picture. The 
unit is a large one and topnotch 
in footwork, molding into the 
Sroove better each week. Routine 
is slightly slow but it’s a change 
rom the expected. 

‘Blue Moon Fantasy’ introduces 

oxy’s latest talent uncovery. She 
8 Ruth Carhart, a contralto who 
1as been singing on local WCAU in 
etween student sessions at the 

urtis Institute, and snares much 
publicizing, all of it warranted. 
Miss Carhart is staged behind a 
transparent front drop and warbles 
the title tune with eclat. Lighting 
turns from good to bad when the 





second chorus brings on the ballet 
for background. They're unneces- 
Sary, too. 

‘Serenade to a Wealthy Widow’ 
is a lyric writer’s dream, beside 
good on the optics. It's a strict 


interpretation of this novelty tune. 
following the story of the lyric 
closely. Quartet does an adapted 
introduction in front of curt2ins 


which disclose a simple but effec- 
tive stair set topped by an elabor- 
ate throne. Here the wealthy widow 
sits for her serenade by two balu- 
strade flanks of chorus boys, but 
in a vocal. Belle Flower handles 
the femme assignment and does 
nothing. Cy Landry then draws 
applause with an eccentric dance 
and is followed by the Roxyettes 
in a wow strut that’s ably assisted 
by tricky tuxedo costuming. The 
ballet, up from the rear, redeem 
themselves with a stair novelty and 
relieve the black coloring with 
bright red and gold. Finale was 
the neatest piece of staging seen 
here in many days. 

Price scale has been cut this 
week and business is perking. Next 
show opens Friday (8) and is first 
one to bill a name, Jack Benny. 

Gosch, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 2. 

From every viewpoint one of the 
neatest stage aggregations turned 
out in this house in many moons. 
Production, talent and marquee ap- 
peal all combine to make it so. And 
business wasn’t so bad either on a 
triple backfield of box office mag- 
nets: ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) as fea- 
ture, ‘March of Time’ as sub-feature, 
and John Boles as footlight head- 
liner, 

Boles has every reason to be re- 
garded as box office on the results 
of previous showings in the midwest 
and the manner in which the femmes 
in the audiences gurgled when he 
made his entrance. He makes a 
class appearance and his pipes are 
on par. Wisely chose songs from his 
pictures. Most were semi-popular 
in tone, with the exception of the 
encore, in which Boles turned out 
‘Waiting for Katy’ in character coat 
and hat. Got the audience into the bit 
by having them whistle the obbligato 
inter-phrases. His encore *was en- 
tirely legitimate, the applause hold- 
ing up the close of the show. In al! 
he did 11 minutes. 


Other singer on the bill is Sylvia 
Froos, another sock in the excel- 
lent line-up. Miss Froos has de- 
veloped top showmanship. Has got- 
ten the swing of ad lib comedy mug- 
ging that is proving a great selling 
point. On her voice, she is a natu- 
ral variety click, but her pleasant 
comedienne mannerisms topped even 
her fine vocal work. Had to beg off 
at the finish of her act to tell the 
folks that she’d be back later. 

And then there’s Bob Ripa, a top 
juggler. Working harder than ever 
and constantly adding even tougher 
tricks to his repertoire. Ripa con- 
tinues in the front rank of jugglers. 
Other turn in the four-acter are 
Harris, Claire and Shannon, two 
women and a man, in a ballroom 
dance routine. Man dancing with 
two women at once in straight ball- 
room steps {s sufficiently a novelty 
to get this act across. The final 
rhumba rhythm number {s particu- 
larly effective. 

Fred Evans line ¢ef girls again de- 
liver satisfactorily in their two 
numbers. Opening Valentine routine 
is a sight sock on costuming and 
shows several new tricks in line 
work. Gold. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


A whit of conventional design 
running around an hour is on dis- 
play this week as part of the big 
show value given for the 55c top 
all times, kids 1l5c all times, Buck 
and Bubbles, colored funmakers, in 
circulation now for over 15 years, 
seem to have a following as shown 
here by the reception. 


Buck and Bubbles still aren’t 
grown up. Somehow or other they 
still look and act like kids, seem- 
ing not much older than when Nat 
Nazarro had ’em. Around the col- 
ored clowning song-dance-piano 
combination the Roxy has built a 
fairly diverting show. One of its 
highlights is the ever-sure adagio 
quartet formerly known as Kitchen 
Pirates, now billed simply as 
Peggy Taylor. Then there is 
Walter Nilsson, following the 
adagio opening, in his amusing 
unicycle turn. Nilsson may overdo 
laughing at his own material but 
considering the cleverness of his 
unicycling his routine fits in okay 
here. 

David Lawrence, baritone, gets 
a generous and effective production 
buildup in closing up his assign- 
ment of three. songs. House's 
stagers bring out five girls on 
stilts, with long gowns reaching to 
the floor, a novel picture being 
created. Ballet girls come out 
from under the gowns and go into 
their routines with the gals on the 
stilts back for them. 

A highly entertaining session, 
though, brief, is had with John 
Lutz, winner of Fred Allen’s re- 
cent amateur radio contest, who is 
brought on by Buck and Bubbles. 
Lutz does farmyard imitations. 

Feature is ‘Secret Bride’ (WB). 

Char, 








REX, PARIS 


Two out of three acts at the Rex 
this fortnight are American—Albert 


Powell, trapeze contortionist, and 
MacKee and Lavallee, eccentric 
dancers. Other is 7 Roncos, an in- 


ternational acrobatic number. 


Powell, who is just up from the 
South, tickles the French audience 
by his ability to bend as easily back- 
wards as forwards. They like his 
lankiness, because it’s so un-French. 
This type of contortionism can al- 
ways get a chance here. Powell's 
number is extremely short—neces- 
sarily, because the Rex grind in- 
volves six performances a day—and 
gets plenty 
time. 

MacKee and Lavalee open their 
act with a song and a little patter, 
which they might as well leave out, 
because nobody understands a word 
of it. That sort of stuff is lost on 
an audience which knows no Eng- 
lish. They then go into some good 
soft-shoe, which is popular here. 
But the click of their act is a drunk 
number, which they announce as 
coming from Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ 
—not that it means anything, be- 
cause the public here never heard of 
either Carroll or the ‘Vanities.’ 


Violence of the drunk dance is 
what gets the French. The two boys 
maul each other as no French ac- 
tors could or would, and that puts 
the Parisians on edge. Almost as 
good as a prizefight, with advantage 
that it also reveals how wild those 
Americans go when they get a little 
liquor in them. Dance is received 
as a sociological document as well 
as a brawl. Goes big. 

Roncos also please. Brief vaude 
program of Rex and other Gaumont 
house, Gaumont Palace, has been 
stepped up in quality to meet com- 
petition of the Pathe chain. Gau- 
mont, however, with more seats to 
fill, sticks to a grind idea and keeps 
the vaude time short on each per- 
formance, 

Picture is ‘Monde ou On Enuie’ 
(‘Society Boredom’) which is an un- 
fortunate title, but used because it 
is that of a famous Comedie Fran- 
caise piece, from which the film is 
extracted. Stern. 





Holborn Empire, London 


London, Jan. 21. 

Plenty of comedy on the bill this 
week that’s not programmed. A 
circus act, including some dogs who 
did their yelping throughout a good 
many other acts. This may be 
funny to some members of the audi- 
ence, but it is heartrending to the 
acts occupying the stage. Stage- 
hands also seemed under-rehearsed 
and practically ruined Dezso Ret- 
ter’s offering, at a time when the 
audience was warming up. 

Openers, billed as Florence and 
Clifton, with the woman not even 
ornamental. Man is loose-limbed, 
with elongated arms. Some good 
trapeze and evolution work and 
man is also an excellent contortion- 
ist. Act is overlong, and if bits 
that matter were extracted, it could 
become a worthwhile offering. <As 
is, just another act. 

Low and Webster, two local 
comics, well liked. Material has 
been around often but boys sell 
what little they have. 

Ada and Eddie Daros, who still 
remember their Shubert engage- 
ment on Broadway a few seasons 
ago, suit third stanza. Woman has 
forceful personality, at times too 
forceful. It is a balancing act taken 
out of the usual rut. Touch of 
comedy, which at times is funny. A 
few impressions, picked up during 
their continental itinerary, serve 
them well. Act is ripe for an Amer- 
ican tour if there are any American 
vaude houses left. 

Elsie Carlisle and Sam Browne 
have come on in leaps and bounds 
through their radio work. Feature 
broadcasters from the Ambrose 
band, they are now getting $750 per, 
which is good money, even if they 
carry their own pianist. Carlisle 
and Browne are two fair crooners, 
whose voices blend well. As for 
Miss Carlisle, she always could de- 
liver a point number. 


Georgie Wood, practically the last 
of diminutive comics, is still doing 
his ‘Half-a-Clown,’ a story of a cir- 
cus urchin who {is stranded and hits 
a swell house. In less competent 
hands, playlet would border on the 
ludicrous. But Wood’s good acting, 
with the eternal touch of pathos, 
is the saving grace. 

Rudi Grasl, German musical 
mimic, minus any makeup. Can imi- 
tate any musical instrument with 
his mouth, without the aid of ap- 
paratus. Very well done, particu- 
larly the take-off of a dance orches- 
tra. 

Pepino’s Circus, usual performing 
dogs, comic mule and monk strapped 
to a dog who leaps several hurdles. 
Well liked, though too circusy. 

Dezso Retter, opening second 
half, had them coming in from the 
bars. He has been doing some of 
his stuff for years. Wrestling bit 
still his best bet, especially with 
the revival of this sport. Stage 
hands did everything not to put 
him over. 

Clapham and Dwyer, another 
pair whom radio popularized, have 
at last hit on an idea, They do a. 


of enthusiasm all the) 


burlesque of a popular ether item, 
‘In Town Tonight.’ Obviously in 
experimental stage, thing has great 
possibilities, as it can be made topi- 
cal. 

Naitto family, four girls, 
youthful looking, in native attire, 
have an original idea in presenta- 
tion. About the only ensemble here 
using two wires, with both in ac- 
tion simultaneously. 
ing, topmounting and juggling. 

Joe Termini, ist getting over a 
bout of influenza, took next-to-shut 


spot. Nothing new about the Ter- 
mini offering. Same chrome colored 
shoes, same funny bowler, same 


jumpy dicky. But it seemed, judg- 
ing by the laughs, that there are 
still some people who have not seen 
him. This despite he is on his 
fourth English tour. His guitar 
strumming of pops, with the audi- 


ence whistling, got him off to a 
good reception. 
Length of bill necessitated cut- 


ting out Edward Victor, closing act, 
which meant Termini actually 
closed the bill. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


This week the Palace is relying 
almost entirely on its screen tea- 
ture, ‘Romance in Manhattan’ (Ra- 
dio) and ‘The Dionne Quintuplets,’ 
a Pathe newsreel clip being re- 
leased as a short of unquestion- 
able appeal. On the stage there's 
a mediocre setup of five acts, with 
only one outstanding feature, J. 
Harold Murray. He is the crux of 
the entertainment, besides the stage 
show's only claim to b.o. draught. 

Murray recently left the revue, 
‘Thumbs Up,’ and he’s welcome in 
vaudeville any time. There are 
few singers in his class with his 
consummate showmanship, ap- 
pearance and general appeal to an 
audience. He restricts himself to 
four songs, the last a chorus of the 
theme song of his best-known stage 
hit, ‘Rio Rita,’ and is off in 10 
minutes, with the audience asking 
for, but not getting, more. In the 
trey here, and by a wide margin 
the most worthwhile thing in the 
layout. 

On both sides of Murray, deuce 
and next-to-closing, there are acts 
working in one as he is. Which is 
another thing that detracts from 
the bill’s general appearance and 
quality. Murray’s stage setting is 
actually in two, but the baritone 
works on the apron and his male 
pianist not far behind him. In the 
deuce Nash and Fately are okay 
when dancing, and during the 
male’s roping, but their comedy is 
ineffective. Lanky boy in one por- 
tion gives an imitation of Will 
Rogers, which still leaves Rogers 
the worst imitated man. However, 
contrast of the tall male and cutely 
diminutive girls nmelps to a great 
extent to allay the indigestible. 

Only real comedy in the show is 
provided by Frank Gaby on the 
other side of Murray, the hokey 
ventriloquist working with a girl 
hoofer and a box plant besides the 
dummy. Plant gets most of the 
laughs until Gaby goes to work on 
the dummy, and from then on the 
act is all his own. Girl is an okay 
hoofer and a well-dressed looker, 
besides handling lines well. 

Opening the shew and closing are 
Loyalta’s Stallions and Petch and 
Dauvilly with Bebe Barri Dancers 
(New Acts). Former is a dog act 
and latter a flash, with both allright 
for what they represent. 


Vaude's on and off in 59 minutes, 
which gives an impression of dis- 
patch that really doesn’t exist. 

Scho, 


ORPHEUM, MINN. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 30. 

This is one of the best bills since 
vaudeville’s comeback here—bang- 
up, fast moving entertainment. It 
starts speedily with the Five Elgins, 
three men and two women, who jug- 
gleshats and Indian clubs, tossing 
the latter at each other with utter 
abandon that has the customers 
wondering when a _ skull will be 
cracked. ~ The act has been seen 
here a number of times before, but 
bears repetition. 

Charles Kemper and his pianist 
and two stooges clown through 15 
amusing minutes. They, too, are no 
strangers and their material also is 
familiar, but their tomfoolery and 
slapstick antics land the laughs and 
fill the deuce spot satisfactorily. 

Dick and Edith Barstow are fine 
toe dancers. They dance up and 
down steps and clog on their toes 
and the male member does a diffi- 
cult Russian number, 

Roscoe Ates, name attraction and 
headliner, is all to the mustard in 
the next-to-closing spot. His stut- 
tering, gags and stories and his 
comedy business with Pauline Mi- 
lany, an eye-arresting miss, evoke 
hilarious response. Ben Yose and 
His California Eight sing hits num- 
bers from ‘The Desert Song’ and 
‘The Vagabond King,’ along with 
several pop selections and the au- 
dience likes it. Mary Boland, pi- 
anist in the act, does a trumpeteer 
solo skillfully. 

The screen offerings include ‘En- 
chanted April’ (Radio), a Techni- 
color comedy, ‘What, No Men!’ and 
Pathe News. A dandy show at the 
40c price, hut biz only so-so. 

Rees. 





very | 


Good balanc- | 





MEMORIAL, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 1. 

In Boston RKO is celebrating 
Keith’s 52d anniversary at the Me- 
morial by bringing in four weeks of 
name talent. They're also bring- 
ing in more business than they've 
seen for years. 

Presaged by a thorough ballyhoo, 
this week’s roster impressed the 
Hub public enough to jam every 
inch of the house, and that’s at Tic 
top—a new high scale for a Boston 
combo house these past lean years. 

House has been straight pix since 


August, 1933, when Ethel Barry- 
|more folded up the stage half of 
the policy like a tissue paper foot- 
| ball. On opening day they were 


very warm out front; in fact they 
acted starved for big-time vaude. 
In many ways Boston has been 
starved for a show like this, even 
though name acts are always play- 
ing the town on one stage or an- 
other; they don't bunch up like a 
hey-day Palace, N. Y., bill, as they 
do this week here. 

Routining of the five acts is 
unique and showmanly. Twelve 
Aristocrats and Michael open in 
three, with a unison tap routine 
that did not cause much excite- 
ment on show caught, but staging 
well done throughout the _ act. 
Michael fills in with a medley of 
jazz and classical on the accordion 
for a costume change. After this 
interlude, the Aristocrats really go 
to town with their sock group rou- 


tine of rhythm taps and waltz 
adagio. 
Stan Kavanaugh deuces and 


takes the customers right under his 
wing on the first juggling bit. 
From then on they know they're 
seeing one of the ace tossers in the 
biz. Reception to Kavanaugh’'s 
polished comedy work was spon- 
taneous and overwhelming for an 
act of that kind. 

Boswell Sisters well spotted in 
trey. Working in two they use the 
p.a. set, with simple, but effective 
drops and lighting for a frame. 
After ‘Object of My Affections,’ 
‘Stars on Alabama,’ and ‘Rock and 
Roll,’ two sisters leave Connie on 
solo for ‘Be Still My Heart,’ which 
is a trifle long. Closer is ‘Dinah,’ 
arranged in the best Boswell man- 
ner ,earning them a handful of de- 
served bows. 

Joe Penner, headlining the Dill, 
and next-to-closing, does about 
everything one would expect him 
to do in the 16 minutes allotted. 
And that includes stopping the pa- 
rade cold. Taking his most fa- 
miliar radio gag lines, Penner 
weaves these into a vaude skit in- 
volving a cop. Skit is only a flimsy 
foundAtion for the hee’haws the 
Penner fans are waiting for, and 
they lan it up. Saving his film 
phase till last, he brings on a caged 
duck and sings ‘Goo-Goo’ from his 
Par picture. 

Fiddling bit early in the act also 
pleases. He had to talk himself 
off with a neat curtain speech. 

Yacopi Troupe close with their 
fine teeter-board routine. Held the 
house, which did not spill until 
after the last triple tumble. The 
whole show is a swell 70-minute 
entertainment on paper, on the 
marquee and on the stage. ‘Care 
nival’ (Col) the film. For. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


By what Attorney General Wil- 
entz characterizes as a breach of 
agreement, pictures of Hauptmann 
on the stand, with recording cam- 
eras getting his testimony, were on 
view here Saturday. They provided 
instant box office for the Emb, with 
house early in the afternoon playing 
to standing room. Theatre went for 
extra advertising and bally to cash 
in on the hot reel. A review of the 
Universal and Pathe compilation on 
the trial appears under talking 
shorts reviews in this issue. 

The Embassy on Saturday, when 
it was still somewhat indefinite 
whether the Hauptmann material 
would be withdrawn or not, was 
using both the Universal and Pathe 
clips, alternating with each as 





shows changed. Paramount issued 
a nine-minute special on the Haupt- 
mann trial, but this was not shown 
here, house picking only the Pathe 
and U material. Fox, which had 
sent over a three-minute clip, not 
using as much as the other reels, 
withdrew this Friday night (1) after 
Wilentz had complained, while Par 
Saturday morning (2), after a con- 
ference of newsreel and home-office 
execs, scratched its nine-minute 
clip and immediately ordered it out 
of all the Par theatres, including 
on Broadway. Pathe, U and Hearst 
had reached no decision Saturday 
(2) and their specials on the trial 
were continuing on exhibition. On 
Monday (4) H-M was stil indefinite 
but Pathe and A had decided not 
to with draw. 

Universal's crew assigned to the 
Hauptmann trial photographed most 
of the protested testimony. Under 
the newsreel camera was to be per- 
mitted inside and then, according to 
Wilentz, nothing was to be recorded 
except during recesses. Crews of 
the various five companies have all 
been getting a crack at the assigne 
ment, each making what it photoe 
graphed available to its competie- 
tors. 

With what was made available on 
Hauptmann’s testimony, each reel 





(Continued on page 34) 


- — caw } 

















Heer oe pea 











lc raat 








VARIETY Tuesday, February 5, 1935 









































"RUGGLES OF RED GAP’ 


© CHARLES LAUGHTON MARY BOLAND CHARLIE RUGGLES ZASU PITTS. 


© Roland Young - Leila Hyams.- A Paramount Picture - From Harry Leon Wilson's story - Directed by Leo McCarey 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Advance on ‘Baboona’ 

Fox worked the special exhibit for 
‘Baboona’ at the Rialto, New York. 
No available nearby store, so the 
fire alley was used, the entrance be- 
ing framed in with straw covered 
compo board and green foliage. 
Just three strips of board and a 
little greenery, since it was not pos- 
sible to use an elaborate setup in 
the fire exit. Beyond the street 
line black drapes were used to 
create a tunnel effect lighted with 
green bulbs and with a plentiful 
display of stills on the side walls. 


Probably cost very little to con- 
struct, but it was useful in telling 
well in advance what ‘Baboona’ 
means and overcame the sales re- 
sistance to the announcements, It’s 
far from being a new idea, but the 
first time it has been worked in the 
vicinity of the most traveled cor- 
ner in Times Sq. 

It's good promotional work for 
the Johnson picture, and it will work 
just as well for any picture not 
strictly a drama. It will work for 
musicals, too, for that matter, as 
witness some of the song shops for 
the last Cantor feature, but it is 
particularly useful for the non-dra- 
matic .offering, which requires in- 
tensive selling. In the case of ‘Ba- 
boona’ the idea was to indicate 
that this was different from the 
other Johnson pictures. In any case 
the main object is to demonstrate 
that while there may be no dramatic 
continuity, the product still has a 
dramatic value. 

Best done in a nearby vacant 
store, if one is available, but can 
also be used for a mezzanine or 
inner lobby feature. In one thea- 
tre with a long entrance lobby, the 
ticket gate was moved back and the 
public given access to the usually 
reserved space. No matter how it 
is worked, s-ll the unusuals in ad- 
vance, 





Itjen’s Ambition 
Seattle. 

What is really an exploitation 
stunt. and yet is used as a vaude 
act, is Martin Itjen and his Skag- 
way ‘street car.’ It got dough last 
week at the Paramount (Evergreen) 
due to the novelty of the gag and 
the big news stories, which in- 
cluded A. P. dispatches of the sour- 
dough being in town, first time out 
in 30 years,-and that he w~~ intent 
to go to Hollywood and meet Mae 
West. 

A.P. story was answered via A.P. 
by Mae West who interviewed to 
Martin—Come and see me.’ 

This Mae West buildup and the 
appeal to Alaskans now living here, 
as well as to tourists who had been 
in Skagway and paid two-bits for 
a ride in Itjen’s odd ‘street car’ did 
something to the biz, and it is hard 
to explain. The contraption is 
really just an odd bus body set on 
a Ford chassis, with seats for about 
30 folks. It is used in summer sea- 
son to take tourists on sight-seeing 
trip up north, but only a ‘ew miles 
of street and highway has been 
built. Now its off-season and Mar- 
tin hit for the states figuring to get 
a trip, make a little kale and see 
Mae. He also hopes to get a bit in 
her next pix, ‘Flame of the Yukon.’ 





Found a Dickens 


Baltimore. 

Herb Morgan, Loew’s exploiteer, 
sprang forth last week with one of 
the niftiest. most thoughtful stunts 
Balto has been treated to in a long 
time. For ‘Copperfield’ (MG), cur- 
rent at the Century, he looked up 
the name ‘Dickens’ in the phone 
book, «nd, upon finding one, learned 
there really existed a ‘Charles 
Dickens’ in town; furthermore, the 
middle-aged man he proved to be 
claimed to be a lineal descendant 
of the scribbler. The local forebear 
of the Victorian man of letters 
turned out to be quite an authority 
upon the author’s life and works. 


When Morgan asked him if he 
would be willing to cooperate in a 
few publicity plans, the chap 
agreed. ° 


Morgan garbed him in togs of the 
Dickensonian era and had him pre- 
sent the mayor with an autographed 
{his own) volume of ‘Copperfield,’ 
He was taken to meet hizzoner in a 
horse-drawn tally-ho on runners, 
since snow caked the streets. News- 
papers snapped him for stills and 
interviewed him as a human-inter- 
est-yarn subject. The old man got 
quite a kick out of it. 


Tonsorial 





Lincoln. 

Getting to a group which will in- 
sure a lot of talking and make an in- 
vitation screening worth its weight 
in chatter, is the problem confront- 
ing almost every pub man who tries 
it. E. A. Patchen, idea man for the 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. here, came 
thru in connection with ‘Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer.’ He wanted a lot of 
chatter and a minimum of wastage, 
so he picked the most reliable 
source, 

The Barber's Union was invited! 

It's an idea, at that. 





Showed to Solons 


Lincoln. 

Pat Patchen, exploiting ‘County 
Chairmen’ here, rang the bell with 
a screening of the Rogers opus be- 
fore the joint session of Nebras- 
ka’s two houses of legislature. 
Rating not only a big plug for the 
local houses the move gained em- 
phasis over the entire state, being 
given in the dailies here and get- 
ting on the press wires. 

The biggest feature of the stunt 
was the weighty pronouncement of 
Republican floor leader Cushing, 
who addressed the house prior to 
the showing, in which he said: ‘Ne- 
braska is faced with changing the 
primary election laws and it will 
probably only be a question of time 
until the county party caucuses and 
county chairmen will come back 
into prominence. With this in mind 
and the instruction in the activity 
of the county gavel man, in addition 
to the entertainment, I think the 
legislature should plan to attend 
this picture in a body.’ 

This quotation should _ provide 
plenty of ideas for wideawake ad 
men state wide, because the legis- 
lative activity, political interest, 
ete., is at white heat around here. 
The recommendation of Cushing as 
a legislative member can be warped 
into a business guarantee. 

Stunt was accomplished by a 
portable sound and projection ap- 
paratus and will probably serve to 
smooth sentiments in part when the 
three drastic bills against theatri- 
cal operatin in the state come up. 


Streaked Omaha 





Omaha. 
In exploiting ‘Silver Streak’ 
Brandeis theatre based its cam- 


paign on the stunt worked out by 
Lou Golden in Minneapolis, but 
went him several better. Louise 
Cotter, in charge of publicity, ar- 
ranged for the Bee-News to sponsor 
the school children’s essay, and in 
addition to the model of the train 
for therfirst prize, $25 in cash went 
to nine other contestants with ten 
pair of tickets for the also rans. 
This arrangement broke nice ad- 
vance notice in the daily. 

On special deals employees nights 
were arranged with four outfits, the 
railroad, the Western. Union, Amer- 
ican Railway Express dnd the Ne- 
braska Retail Hardware Men. This 
sent direct mail and special invi- 
tations to more than two thousand 
people with the consequent word of 
mouth play on top of the word from 
the boss to attend the show. 

Burlington general offices lent a 
hand with letters to a mailing list 
of over 3,000, the passenger depart- 
ment gave over its front window 
on the town’s busiest corner for a 
current display. Omaha, being the 
middle spot in the regular daily 
schedule of the train considered one 
of best towns in country for these 
type of tie-ups, and Brandeis went 
to town. 





Jaunt for Crix 


Baltimore. 

Herb Morgan, Loew’s publicist, 
this week escorts over to Washing- 
ton the local pic crix, where they 
may sit in on a filming at the 
Smithsonian zoo of ‘Sequoia.’ Rea- 
son for going over to the Capital 
is that in the government zoo there 
are some deer from the preserve 
upon which was filmed ‘Sequoia’; 
reaction of the animals when they 
glim their former running-mates 
on celluloid is what is sought; all 
newspapers here have become in- 
terested and are sending staff men 
as well as photogs to cover the 
stunt. 

Idea has blossomed larger than at 
first expected, since Dr. Knight 
Dunlop, top-dog in his profesh at 
Johns Hopkins hospital in Balto, 
has eagerly accepted an invite to 
be present. The medico wants to 
gauge the animals’ reactions him- 
self. Dr. Kurt Richter, psychiatrist, 
who is engaged in research in Balto, 
has asked if he may come, too. 
Was willing to pay own expenses 
for trip, and he is a man who gets 
a C note for a brief consultation 
from patients. 


Listing the Bills 
New Haven. 

Howard Burkhardt’s best plug for 
‘Broadway Bill’ at Poli’s was a 
newspaper tieup running a contest 
on ‘the best list of the most famous 
sills in the world.’ Cash prizes and 
Oakleys went to winners. Lists in- 
cluded everything from Kaiser Bill 
to tax bills. Stunt drew immediate 
and heavy response. 





Dollar for Season 
Fort Wayne. 

Palace theatre has again planned 
its special children shows for the 
remainder of the winter season, 

Dime is admission charge for the 
current program. Manager has also 
arranged for a season ticket to sell 
at a dollar. This was first started 
last year and met with success. 
Program now gets underway on 
Feb, 9. 








Tough Contest 


One of the contest stunts 
provided by the Warner press 
book on ‘Sweet Music’ is a 
comment supposedly written 
as VARIETY would write it, with 
prizes for the best translation 
into English. 

Key of the gag is that the 
contestant has to absorb a 
plug while struggling with the 
words. 














Pup Show for ‘Pete’ 
Reading. 


In connection with the appearance 
of ‘Pete,’ dog used in Our Gang 
comedies, on the stage of Wilmer & 
Vincent’s State theatre here, Man- 
ager Spencer Bentley put on a dog 
show on the house's stage. He per- 
mitted both boys and girls to enter 
their dog pets and gave prizes. It 
was a great build-up for the attrac- 
tion and brought hundreds of juve- 
niles into the theatre that ordinarly 
would not have attended either the 
matinee or evenings since show was 
held on a Tuesday, several days 
ahead of dog’s appearance. 





Everybody’s Doing It 
New Haven. 

Howard Burkhardt got 54 inches 
of free news space (including a 
still from the film) as a plug for 
‘David Copperfield’ at Poli’s by a 
tieup with a local savings bank. 
Adv was headed ‘The Philosophy 
of Mr. Micawber’ and photo showed 
Micawber in conversation with 
David (Bartholomew). Text quoted 
Micawber from film dialog, ‘An- 
nual income, one hundred pounds 
—expenditure ninety-eight pounds 
result happiness. Expenditure, one 
hundred and two pounds—result 
misery.’ Balance of adv was a plug 
for establishing a savings account. 





Landed on Schools 
Cleveland. 


Nat Holt, m. d. of RKO theatres 
here, made a fine tie-up with pub- 
lic schools on ‘Baboona,’ by having 
the picture and play dates an- 
nounced in the schools by principals 
and teachers. 

He also arranged with the Cleve- 
land News to have numerous elabo- 
rate displays with storés that never 


before co-operated with motion 
pictures or theatres in exploita- 
tion. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Los Angeles. 

Alvarado, nabe pic house, has in- 
creased its admish to 25c. Second 
tilt since last Fall. 

Local branch of National Screen 
Service participating in a 15 weeks’ 
sales drive, launched to commemo- 
rate NSS 15th birthday anniversary. 

Los Angeles (downtown sub. run) 
goes single bill Jan. 31 for first 
downtown showing of Universal's 
‘Imitation of Life.’ 

Earl Johnson, nabe exhib, ap- 
pointed associate member of board 
of directors of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of So. California. 

Middletown, O., fire recently dam- 
aged the back-stage of the Sord 
theatre, oldest amusement house 
here. Loss, $8,000 to $10,000. 


Glen Falls, N. Y. 
After managing Schine’s Rialto 
here since May, 1933, Harry G. 
Black resigned to become manager 
of Loew’s State, Providence. 


Springfield, O. 

Shoppers, matinees again started 
at Regent theatre, after discontinu- 
ance for two years. State sales tax 
(2 cents on 15) hurt idea formerly, 
says management. 

Bargain hour from 12 noon to 1 
p.m., with entire house at 15 cents. 
Evening balcony admission lifted 
from 25 to 30 cents, with lower 
floor at 40c. 











Baltimore. 

After having been a bone of con- 
tention for 51 weeks, City Council 
quietly granted permit for erection 
of nabe film house to Durkee Enter- 
prises. A 600-seat building will be 
erected. 

Permit to build had been fought 
by Lou Rome, who runs the second 
largest chain of nabes here. 





Grafton, W. Va. 

Representatives of Warner Bros. 
have approached Harry Compton 
for a price (lease or sale) of prop- 
erty at West Main and St. Johns 
streets for a theatre site. 

Orlando Sheffert, Monona, Iowa, 
has leased the Strand theatre build- 
ing at Edgewood, Iowa, and will 
open Feb. 1. 

Geo. Norman, manager of the 
Storm Lake, Iowa Empire and Sac 
City Chieftain, has purchased the 
Empress at Cherokee, Iowa. 

Midwest Film Distributors, Inc., 
have opened offices in Des Moines 
and will serve 140 Iowa houses. F. 
E. Judd, formerly with Fox in Des 
Moines, returned from Omaha, 
where he managed the Omaha Mid- 
west Film Distributors office. Mid- 
west is affiliated with the Common- 
wealth theatre interests of Kansas 
City. 

Grove City, Pa. 

Mrs. Martha G. Guthrie, widow of 
the late John M. Guthrie, has an- 
nounced that she will continue oper- 
ation of the Guthrie theatre. 

Portland, Ore. 

Ron Harrington back again at 
Evergreen Paramount assisting 
Frank Newman, Jr. He replaced 
30b Moore at the Paramount, with 
latter going to Bellingham, Wash., 
for Evergreen. 

Frank Newman changed the Para- 
mount’s opening date to Wednes- 
days, chiefly to suit the new Bert 
Levy vaude units now showing at 
that house. 

J. J. Parker will put in box-fight- 
ing and similar atractions into his 
new theatre at Bonneville, where 
big government dam {s being built, 
using pix as a regular diet 








Charlotte, N. C. 

William Talley, of Lumberton, 
has been named manager of the 
Hickory theatre, operated by the 
Criterion Amusement Company, 
Charlotte, chain theatre operators. 

New Imperial theatre, Charlotte, 
being rebuilt under a lease with the 
Paramount-Kincey interests, will 
open early in February. The old 
Imperial was destroyed by fire three 
years ago. 

Rialto theatre, High Point, closed 
for two weeks to permit repairs, has 
been reopened. 





Des Moines. 
George Norman, manager Empire, 


Storm Lake, and Chieftain, Sac 
City, has bought the Empress, 
Cherokee. 


L. E. Gaines has purchased the 
Rex from T. W. Thompson, Fair- 
field and Walter Dewey, Chariton, 
and will operate it in connection 
with the Orpheum, Fairfield. 

Orlando Sheffert, Monona, has 
leased the Strand, Edgewood, and 
will open the theatre Feb. 1, giving 
the town its first movie in many 
years, 





Rochester. 
Ralph Maw, Buffalo Metro rep, 
transferred here and Abe Harris 
goes to Buff territory. 





‘ Des Moines. 
Fire destroyed the Strand, Tri- 
States house, Jan. 15. Burning two 
hours, the total damage set for the 
entire building is $60,000, with about 
half of this amount suffered by Tri- 
States, which owned equipment and 
furnishings. Remaining loss was 
damage to the building. 





Dubuque, Ia. 
The Orpheum, Mort Singer house, 
shuttered for several days in order 
to install new heating system, 





Rockville Center, N. Y. 
Strand, formerly an RKO holding, 
has been acquired by the Skouras 
Theatres Corp. 





Groton, N. Y. 
Sidney C. Rea and A. R. Cooper 
of Syracuse have reopened the 
Opera House. 





Hancock, Md. 
Mrs. Charles H. Corbett opening 
the Hancock around Feb, 1. : 





Portland, Ore. 

Keylor Grand Theatre, Walla 
Walla, Wash., opened as a motion 
picture house under the manage- 
ment of H. C. Zerfluh and D. H. 
Snavely Zerfluh has been operat- 
ing a theatre for many years at 
Kelso, Wash 

Harry Gamble and Frank Becker 
have opened a new theatre at North 
Bonneville, Wash. 

John P. Kiggins will shortly com- 
mence drawing plans for a $125.000 
theatre building to be erected in the 
heart of the Vancouver, Wash., 
downtown area. 

Eagle Film company, to manufac- 
ture and distribute commercial film, 
has been incorporated in Portland. 
Stewart Featherstone, Lester Pyfer 
and J. Henry Helser officials of the 
new company. 

Dilnuf theatre, Portland, formerly 
the Majestic, has been opened. 
Operated by Dillingham & Hoff. 

Philadelphia. 

Changes at Warner’s de luxe 
Philly theatre, the Earle, removes 
Joe Feldman from the house’s man 
agerial duties, with Bill Haines in 


Happy Birthday 
Seattle. 

Landing two pages, co-op adv, 
in the Seattle Times commemorae 
tive of 21st anniversary of build- 
ing of the house by present oper- 
ators, Jensen & von Herberg, 
splashing heavily re birthday event 
in all the papers, having a birth- 
day cake for the patrons Monday 
evening, carnations for the ladies 
all the week, and at the same time 
pulling a ‘Fugitive Lady’ contest in 
tieup with Seattle Star is what is 
keeping Bob Armstrong busy this 
week at p. a. for J-vH circuit. Pix 
on dual bill ‘Fugitive Lady’ (Col) is 
reason for the contest, with the gal 
about town for identification. The 
two-way exploitation is showing 
some b, o. results. 


L. A. Sked 





(Continued from page 7) 


tive although officially it does not 
become film law until certain re- 
maining items about the L. A. zon- 
ing problems are smoothed by the 
C. A. It is assumed that the C. A, 
will have defined all of the zone 
boundaries in the L. A., territory 
within the fortnight. 

Apparently the C. A. by its split- 
vote indicates that there does linger 
certain doubt about the feasibility 
of the clearance laws based on ad- 
mission scales. It is figured that 
by rendering a decision such as the 
Cc. A. did, it was necessary to put 
the rules squarely up to the NRA 
chieftains in Washington. 

Do the anti-trust laws apply un- 
der the NRA, or does the NRA, the- 
oretically, at least, cause a suspen- 
sion of the anti-trust laws, for any 
reason? 

Advantages which arise from a 
schedule as okayed for Los Angeles 
are numerous. Perhaps most im- 
portant is that no circuit can ob- 
tain clearance for any under-priced 
house of its own as against any 
competitive theatres, such as is pose 
sible if such clearance not apply. 
Thus, on the Coast, for instance, @ 
Fox-West Coast 15c theatre has to 
play behind a competitive 25c the- 
atre, and F-WC cannot spot its 
purchased films into its own houses 
except as governed by clearance 
rules, 

Presumably, with Los Angeles, as 
the example, similar schedules would 
be okayed for other keys where 
such schedules may be desired, and 
it could apply in the New York ter- 
ritory, if adopted, also. 

At the same time it reduces the 
possibility and stops the reduction 
of scale by any exhibitor who might 
want to squeeze a competitor. 
Should an exhib so reduce his scale 
he automatically loses his clearance 
rights. 





Scribes—Producers 





(Continued from page 3) 


ganization of which the writer is a 
member. If ineffective, recourse is 
to be had to an arbitration to con- 
sist of two members appointed by 
the producers, two by the writer 
organization and a fifth person who 
shall be disinterested. (This is sim- 
ilar in demand to the actors five- 
five and considered as a slap at the 
present Academy arbitration.) 

Where two or more writers are 
working simultaneously on the same 
material, all must be notified to that 
effect. 

Producer compacts to blacklist 
and prevent competitive bidding by 
secret agreements are prohibited. 

For composers and lyricists, con- 
tracts shall provide for screen 
credit if the song is used. If writ- 
ten for the picture and not used, 
rights revert to the author. If song 
is used, but later is eliminated, 
rights revert to the author unless 
the song shall be used in another 
film production within six months, 

Minimum scale for studio read- 
ers shall be $50. On piecework, price 
shall range from $3.50 for an orig- 
inal of less than 50 pages up to 











$7.50 for books. An additional 25% 
shall be paid if the material is ina 
foreign language, including an Eng- 
lish synopsis. Translation of a book 
shall be at a minimum of $250 and 
$100 for similar treatment of a play. 

No producer is to engage writers 
through a general booking office. 

Members of the writers committee 
are: Ralph Block, John Emerson, 
James Gleason, Dudley Nichols ang 
Waldemar Young. 
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Film Code Powers to Order Pix 
Cut-off Tested in Coast Action 








Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

First legal test on the Coast of 
the right of Code Authority and 
film grievance boards to order film 
service suspended to theatres con- 
victed of bank night operation is 
echeduled for today (Monday) in 
U. S. District Court here when Fed- 
eral Judge George Cosgrave will 
hold a hearing on a temporary re- 
straining order granted to O. W. 
Lewis of San Gabriel against the 
griefers and major distributors. 

A similar hearing on a temporary 
injunction granted Feldstein & 
Deitrich of Oxnard is set for 
Wednesday before U. 8S. District 
Judge McCormick. 

On the outcome of one or both of 
these hearings is expected to hinge 
the fate of the money giveaway 
that has been a hornet’s nest to 
many independent exhibitors here 
and elsewhere. Also, feeling here is 
that a Federal court ruling in favor 
of the exhibs would be the first 
wedge in the scrapping of the film 
code, by reason of its lack of au- 
thority to inflict penalties. 

Feldstein & Deitrich’s bank night 
controversy has been hanging fire 
since last August, with Code Au- 
tho-ity only recently having upheld 
the local grievance board in its 
cease and desist ruling. Lewis case 
covers his operation of bank night 
in the Mission in San Gabriel, w‘th 
complaint having been filed by an 
indie exhib in the adjoining town of 
Alhambra. 

U. S. District Attorney Pierson M. 
Hall has been instructed by the 
Code Authority and by Washington 
to defend the grievance board in 


both heartngs, with his assistant, 
Lloyd Thomas, assigned to the 
cases. 





METRO’S 2 MADE-IN-ENG. 
PRODS. THIS SPRING 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Metro will have two companies in 
Ingland late this spring to make 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’, and ‘The Yank 
at Oxford’. Sidney Franklin directs 
former, and Jack Conway latter, 
Conway going abroad first. 

Both pictures will have entire 
British casts, with exception of one 
American in ‘Oxford’. Latter story 
is written by John Considine, Jr., 
and John Monk Saunders, who 
were Oxford students at the same 
time, Howard Emmett Rogers doing 
the screen adaptation. 





Allvine Leaving Radio 
For Another Major Lot 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Glendon Allvine who resigned as 
associate producer at Radio, effec- 
tive Feb. 9, moves over to another 
major studio in a similar capacity. 
He joined the Radio staff three years 
ago as executive assistant to 
Merian C. Cooper and upon the lat- 
ter’s retirement from _ production, 
was signed as an a.p. 

His last picture 
Streak.’ 





was ‘Silver 





Freund Goes Metro 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Karl Freund, who has quit Uni- 
versal after seven years, has been 
signed by Metro to direct his own 
untitled mystery story. 

Freund, long one of the foremost 
camera men of the industry, will 
Sive free rein to his ideas for new 
angles and trick effects in develop- 
ing the story. 


BERNERD ON THE HOP 


Jeffrey Bernerd, head of Gau- 
mont-British in America, returned 
to New York Saturday (2) after a 
week's tour of eastern exchanges 
and left again late Monday (4) for 
another tour in the southeast. 

Mark Ostrer, president of the 
Sompany, is now not expected to 
come over until late in the month or 
early March. 


FLO RICE STAYS AT COL. 











Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Columbia hag lifted another s!x- 


past 
Eric Pommer, has been elevated to 
a directorial 


Lieut. Baker, a Liberal, 
Resigns as Det. Censor 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 


Lieut. Royal A. Baker, film censor 
for the Police Department for 22 
years, resigned this week. He was 
deemed a liberal. For example, the 
past year, after viewing 400 features 
and 1,500 shorts, only seven features 
were banned and 99 cuts were made 
in others. A testimonial banquet 
was tendered the lieutenant by the 
Variety Club. Sergt. Joseph Kollar 
succeeds Baker, having served as 
his assistant the past three months. 

Baker’s assignment as_ censor 
came about by accident. While 
walking a beat as patrolman he 
chanced to see an objectionable pic- 
ture and reported it to the police 
commissioner, who banned the film 
and appointed Baker to the censor 
job. 


Special Committee 
To Handle Bellman, 
Burr’s Complaint 








Two disputes, originating in the 
Los Angeles territory that have 
been brought to the attention of the 
Film Code Authority here, are to 
be handled by a special committee, 
it was voted at the C. A. meeting 
last Thursday. This committee will 
be named by the Code Authority, 
and will hear all testimony in the 
case when it is taken in California. 

The first action is that of Jack 
Bellman against Ken Goldsmith and 
Mascot Pictures over a distribution 
contract on ‘Little Men.’ 

The other is the claim of C. C. 
Burr, producer, versus Larry Dar- 
mour, a dispute over the services of 
Ken Maynard, screen actor. 

The C. A. ruled to have a commit- 
tee handle at least the preliminaries 
in these cases because those in- 
volved pleaded that they were un- 
able to come to New York to testify. 


ZEIDMAN LEAVES U 
AFTER 2 YRS. AS PROD. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Ben F. Zeidman finishes two years 
as a producer at Universal, com- 
pany deciding not to lift option on 
his contract for a further stretch. 
Producer's last two pictures on the 
iot were ‘I’ve Been Around’ and 
‘Straight From the Heart.’ 

Two pictures now under the pro- 
duction wing of Zeidman, ‘The 
Raven,’ and ‘Keep on Dancing,’ will 
be assigned to other producers on 
the lot to handle. 





Three Studios Shine Up 
To Kearns Biog for Pic 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Jack Kearns is having a story of 
his life written and has interested 
20th Century, Universal and Fox in 
the yarn for a picture. 


Story is based mostly on his 
managerial activities with Jack 
Dempsey. Mark Kelly, L. A. Ex- 


aminer sports ed, is ghosting. 


Pettijohn’s Scouting 


Charles C. Pettijohn of the Hays 
office was in Washington during 
the past week presumably to set up 
the first barriers in the picture in- 
dustry’s defense against the bar- 
rage of Federal legislation, ad- 
versely affecting the film business. 

Pettijohn has represented’ the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors in past years in battling 
against proposed legislation § in 
Congress that might tend to injure 
the picture industry. 











Jack Boland Ups at Fox 

i, Feb. 4 
as- 
the 
to 


Holly woo 
Jack Boland, for many years 
sistant director at Fox and for 
year production manager 
Winfield 


post. by 





month option on Florence Rice. 


Sheehan, 





Where Credit’s Due 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Bulletin of the Academy 
which heretofore has given 
listings of all directors con- 
cerned with the production of 
a feature, though they may not 
have attained screen credit, 
will now list all art dircetors, 
photographers, film editors and 
sound technicians in the 
monthly publication. 

Felt that their work is impor- 
tant enough to rate recog- 
nition even though there may 
not be room on the film titles. 


SEE BOOTHMEN’S 
SETTLEMENT 
IN N.Y. AREA 


Industrial peace as far as booth 
operators in picture houses in 
greater New York are concerned 


looms as a result of the C. A. com- 
mittee vote approving the O’Reilly 
plan for boothmen’s pay late Friday 
in Washington. 

The scale plan proposed by 
Charles O'Reilly, a member of the 
Code Authority's fact-finding com- 
mittee, chairman of the labor com- 
mittee of the C. A. and president 
of the New York Theatre Owners’ 
Chamber of Commerce, was favored 
by the fact-finding committee, 5—1. 
The only vote cast against the 
O’Reilly proposal was that of Oper- 
ators’ Local No. 306. 

As a result of this vote in Wash- 
ington, which came after a public 
hearing on the proposition Friday 
morning, it is believed by those in 
inner code circles that a fair plan 
for booth pay may be set up within 
the next two weeks, providing, of 
course, there is co-operation be- 
tween labor and theatre owners. 
Such a prospect is predicated on 
fair dealing with labor and the al- 
location of wages so that theatre 
owners can afford to pay the scale. 

When and if the proposed booth 
pay plan is set up for the New York 
metropolitan area, it will be the 
first to be devised under the NRA. 
It will mean a scale agreement for 
2,250 operators in more than 500 
motion picture theatres in this re- 
gion. The task of making a just 
allocation may be realized when it 
is known that $80,000 is paid week- 
ly to booth operators in greater New 
York. 

The O'Reilly plan is based pri- 
marily on a point system, with $12 
allowed on each point. Three points 
are permitted for the run of the 
picture, one point for seating ca- 
pacity and one for the price of ad- 
mission. Thus, a 600-seat house, 
subsequent run, with a minimum 
admission price, would mean $60 
for operation of the booth for 70 
hours per week. This is rated as the 
minimum under the O'Reilly booth- 
men’s scale, 

Both Sol A. Rosenblatt, divisional 
NRA administrator, and W. P. 
Farnsworth, deputy administrator, 
attended the fact-finding committee 
session. 














O'Reilly's and Union's Proposed 
Booth Wage Scales Cause Rosy 
To Take ‘Em All Under Advisement 





Washington, Feb. 4. 
Presentation of two other sched- 
ules for determining minimum booth 
costs in exhibition houses in New 


York theatres Friday (1) cut short 
the frequently-postponed hearings 
on proposals for fixing wage scales 
and ending employer-labor disputes 
in the metropolitan area. 

Faced with the O’Reilly plan and 
the union formula, Divisional Ad- 
ministrator Sol A. Rosenblatt ad- 
journed the hearing after brief dis- 
cussion and prepared to call a sub- 
sequent gab-session when all three 
proposals will be discussed. 

The suddenness with which the 
O'Reilly and union formulas came 
before the NRA was responsible 
for the curtness of the sessfon. Un- 
der Blue Eagle regulations, adequate 
notice must be given before formal 
consideration can take place. 

The majority of the discussions 
centered around the. alternative 
propositions, which were the result 
of a sharp split in the exhibitor- 
labor committe named months ago 
by Rosy to end the tiff over mini- 
mum wages for booth workers. The 
O'Reilly plan was presented with 
the support of five of the six mem- 
bers of the fact-finding group while 
the union proposition had only the 
support of the single labor repre- 
sentative. 

The original formula, designated 
‘Schedule A’ and calling for mini- 
mum hourly booth costs ranging 
from 75 cents to more than $5 ‘does 
not work for the benefit of all,’ Maj. 
Leslie E. Thompson, committee 
chairman and RKO executive, as- 
serted in proposing the alternative 
O’Reilly formula, Reported that the 
vote on the previous plan was 8 to 
3; on the O'Reilly plan, 5 to 1; and 
on the union plan, 1 to 5. 

Urging adoption of the comprom- 
ise O'Reilly method of fixing wage 
scales, Maj. Thompson condemned 
the union plan as ‘not in sufficiently 
definite shape’ for consideration, 


Split in Union Ranks 


A split in union ranks was re- 
vealed when Matthew M. Levy, rep- 
resentative of 1,000 members of the 
‘Progressive Group Committee,’ of 
I.A.T.S.E., local 306, assailed the 
fact-finding committee and charged 
the investigating group had exceed- 
ed its authority. Levy protested 
bitterly against adoption of any 
minimum wage scale, insisting the 
action would tend to establish a 
maximum limit and charging that 
the proposed schedules would lead 
to a sharp reduction in wages. 

The original formula, Levy com- 
plained, would result in ‘practical 
abolition’ of two-men-in-a-booth. 
Despite Maj. Thompson's denials, 
Levy insisted this was the objective 
of the committee. When he tried 
to present profit figures for individ- 
ual companies to bolster his attack, 
he was ruled out of order by Rosy. 

Murray A. Harston, representing 
Allied Motion Picture Operators 
Union, and Benjamin F. DeAgostina, 





president of the union, squawked 





Philly Indies Bubbling Over 








Because of Anti-Duals Decision 





Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 

The long-awaited decision of Fed- 
eral Judge Welsh in the double- 
feature case, originally brought by 
Harry Perelman, indie exhibitor 
here, and which soon developed into 
a definite battle between the nine 
major companies and the independ- 
ents, finally came along late last 
week, and the reverberations haven't 
died away yet. 

Judge Welsh dealt the nine major 
companies a staggering blow when 
he held that they were engaged ina 
conspiracy against independents in 
violation of the Sherman and Clay- 
ton anti-trust laws. He ordered the 
abrogation of a clause in contracts 
of the major companies with the ex- 
hibitors prohibiting the showing of 
two feature films on the same pro- 
gram, holding that such a ban re- 
strains interstate commerce, cuts 
down the number of features the 
independents may produce, and has 





the effect of giving the companies a 
monopolistic grip on the industry. 

Judge Welsh’s ruling gives Perel- 
man, owner of two nabe indies here, 
an injunction against the nine com- 
panies—Par, Metro, Radio, Warners, 
Paramount, Fox, UA, Vitagraph and 
IF N—restraining them from enforc- 
ing the clause which prohibited 
Perelman from showing double- 
feature films, even though both were 
bought from companies named in 
the suits. 

Judze Welsh’s opinion sustained 
21 points of fact and eight points 
of law which were requested by for- 
mer Congressman Ben Golder, coun- 
sel for Perelman. 

The government took no part in 


the proceedings, viewing it as privats 
litigation between Perelman and the 


companies, 

More than a score 
owners supported Perelman 
suit, and there is much 

camp of the indies today. 


of nabe theatre 
in hi 


in 


}OYV 


that they never had received copies 
of the schedules and demanded fur- 


ther time to prepare their com- 
ments, 

The union scale should be made 
the minimum booth cost, C. 5S. 
Thide, representative of local 306, 
asserted in presenting the union 
plan. Labor rep proposed a maxi- 


mum 30-hour week, in harmony with 
the proponents of the other two 
plans, but said the alternative for- 
mulas are ‘inequitable’ and would 
bring ‘tragic results.’ 

Claiming to be ‘willing to do any- 
thing to bring about peace and har- 
mony,’ Thide noted that the union 
plan eliminated the factor of run, 
in response to requests from house 
operators. Schedule based on 84- 
hour week and proposed minimum 
costs from $81 to $531 per week. 

O’Reilly’s Compromise 

Explaining his point-system, 
Charles L. O'Reilly, committeeman 
and T.O.C.C. president, urged adop- 
tion of his compromise method, 
Pointed out that the total booth 
cost in the Greater New York area 
is $80,000 to $90,000 weekly and said 
that proper allocation of this amount 
to the individual theatres demands 
consideration of runs. 


Demands for gradual upping of 
admish scales were voiced by O’Reil- 
ly, who said the New York level 
is ‘too low in comparison with prices 
charged in other parts of the coun- 
try,’ and recommended a flat mini- 
mum box office scale of 25c. 

The union row flared when Jo- 
seph T, Basson, another ‘progres 
sive group’ spokesman, denounced 
the original committee man as a 
move to undermine the two-man 
practice, while Harry Brandt, I.T. 
O.A. president and plan author, 
complimented the conservative 
membership of the local for its co- 
operation, 

The ‘A’ schedule would raise op- 
erating costs only $3,000 weekly in 
the entire metropolitan area, Brandt 
contended, insisting that there was 
no ‘prevailing’ wage in New York 
in August, 1933, and that the com- 
mittee was compelled to concoct a 
minimum scale. 

Insisting that few of the houses 
operated by members of his associa- 
tion employ two operators, Brandt 
protested that small theatres can- 
not afford the $60 minimum. Said 
he is in favor of any arrangement 
that will ‘give the men in the booths 
a fair living wage,’ but insisted that 
consideration must be given the 
economic problem confronting house 
operators, 

Further socks at the Brandt fore 
mula came from Abraham Kindler 
of the Empire State Motion Picture 
Operators Union, who said that the 
‘A’ formula would make local 306 
the dominant union in the New 
York field. Termed the plan unfair 
to the houses with which his union 
has contracts and demanded con- 
sideration for runs in fixing booth 
costs. Favored the O’Reilly scheme 
as an alternative. Another slam at 
the ‘A’ schedule was taken by Jo- 
seph A. Teperson, who claimed to 
speak for both the Empire projec- 
tionists and theatrical unions. Tep- 
erson repeated that the Brandt for- 
mula would put the LA.T.S.E. group 








in the saddle in the metropolitan 
field. 

Request that the minimum scale 
consider other important economie 
factors was made by John E. Con- 
nelly of Trio Consolidated Corp., 
who asked that any approved sked 
grant exemption for prior contracts 
negotiated through collective bar- 
gaining. Said location, supplemente- 
al features, age of house, distribu- 
tion of seats, and other items de- 
serve consideration. 

Indications that the next step will 
be a hearing on the O'Reilly plan 


were seen in Rosenblatt’s attitude 
as the hearing ended, Calling 
srandt and O'Reilly into conference 
behind closed doors, Divisional Ade 
ministrator declined to state what 
he proposes 


to do but suggested 
hearing is imperative. 


another 4 


NIZER’S FILM CODE BOOK 


Louis Nizer, film attorney, hag 
ritten the first book on the moe 
e code, Title is ‘New 
of Industry: Self Regulation 

{ l the Motion Picture Code.’ 
It is in the course of publication, 
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ONE MORE TRIUMPH sect gees? 


FOR THE STARS WHO GAVE YOU “DADDY LONG LEGS” AND “PADDY”! 


mann 


Pt IESE AB APR Nate ne ee 








» fervor by your favorite star team! 


Emerging gloriously from the vital smash-seller of today by Robert Nathan come 
the adventures of two who suffered, strove and triumphed ..... guided by 

‘ : ’ 4 

a pure, unselfish love that no man or circumstance could crush. Life Ls 

‘ 


and laughter. .... depth and drama..... played with inspired Lor. 4 
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Walter King 

Jane Darwell 

Roger Imhof 

oe Grant Mitchell 
‘ae 5 Rosemary Ames 
| John Qualen 

Nick Foran 


relate, 


Stepin Fetchit ’ 


Produced by Winfield Sheehan 
Directed by Henry King 


From the novel by Robert Nathan 
Screen play. and dialogue by Edwin Burke 
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Exhibs Still Say Shorts Are Solution 
To Duals, but Must Improve—And How 


+ ‘. 





Prominent exhibitor leaders aver 
that most theatreowners are will- 
ing to do away with the double fea- 
ture policy which for more than a 
yeor has had a stranglehold on the 
country, aS soon as producers offer 
some sort of a solution to the prob- 
lem. These exhib chieftains still 
look to the short subject field as the 
solution. They maintain that some 
sort of marked improvement in 
short feature product will turn the 
trick. But right now they believe 
that without double features, they 
would be unable to assemble a pro- 
gram for their theatres. They at- 
tribute this to the gradual disinte- 
gration of the shorts. 

It is their contention that if sev- 
eral of the oldest and most promi- 
nent producers of shorts noted the 
warning 10 years ago, the double 
feature would not have swept over 
the nation until it stacks up today 
as a general theatre policy. 

Such producers are charged by 
exhibitor leaders with having vir- 
tually sacrificed their fleld to out- 
moded slapsticks. Sven today the 
producers refuse to admit that short 
features are 10 years behind the 
times, although current productions 
plainly evidence this fact, they point 
out. 

That good shorts pay i: illus- 
trated by several outstanding ex- 
amples in recent years, claim the 
exhibs, 


Avalanche of Pix 
In L. A. As First 





Runs Double Fire 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Second run pix houses here are 
facing a film booking congestion in 
the next couple of weeks in con- 
sequence of an avalanche of first 
run product, brought about by dou- 
ble billing in four of the seven first 
run houses, for a total of 11 fea- 
tures weekly. 

Availability for the second runs 
will be such that house operators 
fear they will be forced into triple 
bills to absorb the overflow which 
they will be called upon to date im- 
mediately upon availability, or lose 
out to the subsequent runs. 

Only single bill houses in the ter- 
ritory currently are the Paramount, 
Loew's State and Chinese (day and 
date), and the RKO Hillstreet and 
Warner's Hollywood (also day-and- 
date.) 

First runs that are dualing are 
the United Artists, Warner's Down- 
town, Pantages and Four Star. 

Downtown second run situations 
are the Orpheum, President and 
Rialto, all in the Principal pool, re- 
quiring six pix weekly for their 
needs. Operators of these houses 
contend that the excess availability 
makes it impossible for them to ex- 
tend runs of outstanding pix, 
through forcing the features into 
the third runs before all of the sec- 
ond run biz has been garnered. 

Exhibs are wondering just how 
long the studios can continue to 
turn out 11 top features weekly to 
take care of the demands of the first 
runs, 


Murphy Brings Family 
To Coast on Pic Deals 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
With several picture deals in 
prospect, Bob Murphy and the fam- 
ily chugged in from the east Friday 
(1). Accompanying were the missus, 
the son and daughter. 
_Murphy was a cafe owner last 
time he was here five years ago. 








Joe Brennan Feted 
Boston, Feb. 4. 

Joseph H. Brennan, newly ap- 
pointed secretary of the Allied The- 
atres of Massachusetts, was feted at 
the Copley Plaza by several hun- 
dred friends, state and city officials. 
Brennan was presented with a check 
for $1,000. 

Before his appointment, Brennan 


Was manager of the Loew’s State 
here, 
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Presto! Chango! 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
The guy who worried about 
how Pullman cars are named 
might turn toward the Coast 
for a worry he can sink his 
teeth into. 
After signing Margarita Can- 
sino to a contract, Fox changed 
her name to Rita Rubio. 











Tri-Ergon Patents’ 
Validity Up Before 
The U. S. Sup. Court 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

Arguments on the validity of the 
Tri-Ergon sound patents opened 
today (Monday) in the U. 8S. Su- 
preme Court and due to be con- 
cluded Tuesday. 

Taking the Paramount litigation 
first, the Court heard William Fox’s 





attorneys argue that patents on the 
double print process cover im- 
portant new developments and 


then listened to ERPI and Para- 
mount attorneys contend that no 
new discoveries were contributed 
by the German inventors, 


Industry spokesmen maintained 
that nothing is patentable in the 
Tri-Ergon process and cited the 
New York District Court ruling 
holding the patent invalid and pro- 
ducers not guilty of infringement. 

Exhibitor suits, involving valid- 
ity of the flywheel patents, is slated 
for joint discussion tomorrow 
(Tuesday). The Court consolidated 
the Altoona-Publix and Wilmer & 
Vincent proceedings, in which the 
sole issue is patentability of idea 
of applying flywheel on projection 
machines. 

Array of counsel appeared in be- 
half of Fox, with former Solicitor- 
General Thomas D. Thatcher and 
former Senator George Wharton 
Pepper headlining. 


WARNERS UP BALDWIN 
T0 SUPE OWN STORY 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Earl Baldwin, Warner writer, will 
be elevated to a supervisor upon 
completion of his current assign- 
ment, ‘The Irish In Us,’ Cagney- 
O’Brien-McHugh yarn. 

First supervisory assignment will 
be an original story of his own. 


Neb’s Proposed-27, Sales 
Tax Will Take in Amus. 


Lincoln, Feb. 4. 


A 2% retail sales tax, constructed 
to include admissions to amusement 
places, theatres, games and athletic 
contests, was the gist of a bill in- 
troduced in the state legislature 
here by Representative Nickles and 
a dozen others. This is the second 
sales tax measure, the other not in- 
cluding the amusement spots. 

This tax will be levied on the net 
admission, not on the gross which 
may include the previously levied 
Government tax. The measure also 
says it will not be possible to absorb 
the cost into the sales price, but it 
must he tacked on. 

















Denver, Feb. 4. 
Sales tax of 2% passed by the 
Colorado legislature exempts tickets 
to amusement places. Law effective 
March 1. 


. 
MG Expanding Eatery 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Metro will immediately | start 
work on remodeling and enlarging 
the studio cafe. Present commis- 
sary will be devoted entirely to 
tables, with counter ripped out and 
put on first floor of the old writers’ 
building. 
Drafting room and _ production 
offices in the latter will be moved 


to other buildings on the lot pend- 
ing construction of the proposed 











five-story structure on site of the | 
Marion Davies bungalow. 





Helen Flint Gets Lead 
In MG’s ‘Ah, Wilderness’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Helen Flint nabs the ingenue lead 
in Metro’; film version of ‘Ah 
Wilderness,’ next Clarence Brown 
production on the lot. 

Girl, who played the part in Coast 
stage presentation of the piece, was 
selected by Brown after tests. 


NEW 6. E. CHEAP 
POWER HAS 
PIX SLANT 





The motion picture industry i& 
expected to be materially benefited 
in saving on its electrical power as 
result of General Electric’s develop- 
ment of a complete new system for 
direct current transmission and dis- 
tribution. That General Electric 
had perfected its new invention, 
after experiments at the company’s 
plant and successful tests of the 
system, was announced officially 


during the week. 

The new system, which employs 
giant vacuum tubes as electrical 
pumps, was conceived with the 
idea of supplying cheaper power. It 
substitutes direct current for alter- 
nating, now employed in carrying 
high electric power, but will be able 
to transform this into alternating, 
if needed, at either end or at any 
point in the line. 

Because of this feature of the 
new electrical development, instal- 
lation of such a system is expected 
to mean a vast saving for every the- 
atre operation as well as in every 
motion picture studio. 

In the past, the expense of keep- 
ing up high voltage over great dis- 
tances has added materially to the 
ultimate rate for power. Under the 
new development, cheap power can 
be conveyed over long distances 
without this excessive added cost, 
and consequently it will mean de- 
livery at a cheap rate to the con- 
sumer. Another feature is that the 
power can be transmitted either 
overhead or underground any dis- 
tance desired. 


GOETZ IN HUDDLE WITH 
ED SMALL ON PROD. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Harry M. Goetz, president of Re- 
liance Pictures, is here on his semi- 
annual Coast visit for conferences 
with Edward Small, head of pro- 
duction for the company. 

On his arrival the Reliance prexy 
declared that production budgets 
for his company’s group of pic- 
tures for the 1935 season would be 
materially increased. 











H——1, No! 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

British censors have served 
notice on the industry that 
hereafter no picture with the 
word ‘hell’ In the title would 
be passed. 

Criticism of such 
‘Hell In the Heavens,’ 
dorado’ and ‘Hell 
prompted the ruling. 


_cder Labor Leaders 
To Testify in Funds’ 
Dispute by Photogs 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Effort of Local 659, International 
Photographers of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industries, to quash Karl 
Struss’ demand for depositions from 
union officials in connection with 
his suit for accounting against the 
union, flivved last week when Su- 
perior Judge Edward T. Bishop de- 
nied the defendant’s motion. 

Officials named will have to give 
deposition testimony in the office 
of Atty. A. Ronald Button today 
(Monday) but will not be compelled 
to produce the books on Struss’ 
charges that some of the money 
collected by the union on its unem- 
ployed members relief fund was mis- 
applied. Legal dispute is over how 
an asserted $100,000 was disbursed 
during the past two years. 


STUDIOS LOSE, MUST 
PAY L.A. COUNTY TAXES 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Universal, Metro, Paramount and 
Fox will have to pay the additional 
$187,000 realty taxes on their com- 
bined studio frontages which the 
quartet had hoped to sidestep in 
Federal court on charges that the 
assessment for 1934 by county offi- 
cials was exorbitant. 

U. S. District Judge George Cos- 
grave dismissed the injunction plea 
on the ground that use of restrain- 
ing orders against officials charged 
with collection of taxes is subver- 
sive of the powers of government. 
The remedy, if any, lay in state 
courts after payment of the levy un- 
der protest, the court suggested. 


titles as 
‘Hell- 
Below’ 























Francis Back East 


James E. Francis, manager of the 
Photophone division of RCA Victor, 
on the Coast for the past two 
months on a studio survey is sched- 
uled to return to the company’s 
headquarters at Camden, N. J. to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 








Drive-In Fever Hits Cal. Exhibs, 
One Show's $1,500 Weekly Profit 





U Initials Diamond 


With ‘Save the Pieces’ | 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
David Diamond, newest addition 
to the Universal staff of associate 
producers will handle ‘Save the 
Pieces,’ as his first picture on the 
lot. 
Yarn is an original by Stanley 
Rauh and Leonard’  Spigelgass, 
screne play by John Meehan, Jr. 


Pete Smith to Call "Em 
For Chi Bears on Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Metro is producing another short 
based on professional football, using 
the Chicago Bears to run through 
the demonstration of the paid-to- 
play game. Felix Feist, Jr., is di- 








recting, and subject will have 
background comment by Pete 
Smith. 


Company made a similar short on 
the pro game last year, also having 
the Bears performing at that time. 


| Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Probability of a new 
exhibition in Southern California is 
viewed by local exhibs in the an- 
nounced proposal to construct four 
or five additional automobile Drive- 
In cinemas in this vicinity 
the early spring. Projected sites in- 
clude one on the Long Beach high- 
way, one in the San Fernando val- 
ley, and a third in Pasadena. 

Outdoor filmers contemplated it 
would cost a minimum of $30,000, 
but with small overhead for opera- 
tion, sponsors figure an easy out, 
and a quick return on their invest- 
ment. 

Only drive-in on the coast is 
operated by Guy Douthwaite and 
associates on West Pico blvd. here. 
Plant, opened a few months ago, 
has shown as high as $1,500 weekly 
profits. 

Meanwhile, L. A. City council has 
before it a proposed ordinance sub- 


mitted by the city attorney that 
would prohibit the projection of 
noise more than 50 ft. beyond the 
property line of any theatre or 
show. Action was deferred by 





council until Thursday (7). 
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Midwest Circuits Return to Life; 
Renew Theatre Acquisition Plans 


— ee 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

After a layoff of four years the 
midwest theatre operators, both in- 
die and circuit, are starting to ex- 
pand with plans for additional the- 
atrical holdings being made in 
nearly every important theatre of- 
fice in the territory. Circuits such 
as Balaban & Katz, Warner Bros., 
and Jones, Linick & Schaefer are 
spreading again after having lain 
dormant since 1930. B. & K, has 
opened three theatres in the past 
four months, and last week added 
another spot to its circuit with the 
opening of the northside Alba. 

Warner Bros. is now waiting for 
the completion of the new south- 
side Beverly this summer as the 
first link in a chain of newly-erected 
theatres through Illinois and Wis- 
consin. Warners is known to be 
anxious to acquire additional hold- 
ings through this territory in op- 
position to the B.&K.-Great States 
circuit, which this year has not got- 
ten together with Warners on pic- 
ture deals. Wherever possible Ware 
ners has sold away from Great 
States, but in many towns that isn’t 
possible since all available theatres 
are controlled by Great States. 

J.L.aS. Plan 

It is after an absence of seven 
years from the active theatre cir- 
cuit field that Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer is going into a wide cam- 
paign for houses. Since the taking 
over of the State-Lake last year 
J.L.&S. has secured the Woods and 
the LaSalle in the loop as the start 
of a rebuilding policy. But Jones 
finds himself in bidding for pictures 
in the loop against RKO and B.&K. 
with circuit backing, and is now 
trying to secure additional nabe 
houses which would place Jones on 
a more equal plane with B.&K. 
when it comes to buying power. 

Negotiations are on for some half 
a dozen theatres in the various 
neighborhoods besides even out-of- 
town spots, in cities where J.L.&S. 
has not been represented in more 
than 10 years. 

Other circuits spreading both in 


Chicago and the general midwest 
include Essaness, which is still 
angling for additional houses in 


town; Gregory chain, Van Omikos 
circuit, Courshon-Goldberg-Pearl- 
man lineup of houses, the Laskers; 
the Hogan theatres and the Saxe 
brigade up in Wisconsin, and the 
E. E. Alger group in Illinois. 


MG RENEWS HUBBARD, 
PROMISES BETTER PIX 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Lucien Hubbard, at Metro two 
years as associate producer and 
handling mainly programers, stays 
at the studio another year on an 
option pick-up and gets a promise 
of better material. 

In upping his product, studio 
hands him ‘Merrily We Roll Along,’ 
and ‘Gold Eagle Guy,’ both recent 
play buys. Former will carry an 
all-name cast and so far set for this 
are William Powell, Myrna Loy and 
Lionel Barrymore. ‘Guy’ will have 
Wallace Beery starring. 


Chertok on ‘Ziegfeld’ 
At U as McGuire Aid 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
William Anthony McGuire has 
Kk ngaged Jack Chertok to assist him 
on production of ‘Great Ziegfeld’ at 
Universal, 

Chertok resigned as music head 
of Metro several weeks ago, after 
being with that company 10 years, 

Eddie has been signed to direct. 

















Mono Dusts Off ‘Healer’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

‘The Healer,’ which 
planned to make last fall and then 
shelved due to weather conditions, 








has been dusted off and goes into 
production following ‘Hoosier 
Schoolmasiter,’ which starts Feb. 12, 
|} Studio will splurge more on the 
picture than originelly planned, 
with Trem Carr now in the east 
| having convinced the home office 
he budget be upped 25% 
KFilrn, a ‘Miracle Man’ tyne, {s 
ed n i Herrick novel 
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(Continued from page 6) 
trading on Saturday. Consolidated 
closed at 20%, Pathe A at 15% and 
Radio B at 42. 

U, Eastman Up 

Universal preferred, with a half 
point advance, at 37%, and East- 
man Kodak preferred, ahead one 
point at 145, were exceptions to this 
general weakness in ‘he preferential 
stocks. 

There was little activity in MGM 
preferred stock, despite the fact 
that directors are scheduled to 
meet In the coming week for divi- 
dend action. The stock is listed as 
paying $1.89 a share at present. At 
this rate, and as priced currently, 
the issue ylelds nearly 7 percent. 
During the week it held firm at 28, 
which is only a quarter of a point 
from the year’s peak. 

With recently reported earnings 
of several times this rate, some 
traders are optimistic enough to 
think that directors, always con- 
servative on dividends for this firm, 
may boost the ante. Some feel that 
the company could easily pay $3. 

Loew's common, which was off 
only an eighth after the six trading 
days, remained steady. There also 
was a visible pickup in trading ac- 
tivity. The price ranged between 
33 and 32% much of the time. 

This Loew stock has hovered 
about the $33 level for nearly a 
month now. Chartwise, there are 
indications that it may soon get out 
of this narrow trading range. Any 
improvement in the general tone of 
the market undoubtedly will find 
this amusement favorite right in 
the front ranks. It is now selling 
ex-dividend on the cash extra, but 
directors soon will be meeting to 
again decide if the dividend pay- 
ment rate is to be boosted. 

Radio B, which made its top at 
431, in the past week, did not feel 
any of the anticipated enthusiasm 
over reports of progress on tele- 
vision in England. With the definite 
news out on.the television set-up 
for England, this stock acted much 
as though the general import of 
such developments had been dis- 
counted already. 

Trans-Lux Dividend 


Trans-Lux held firm at $38 a 
share, unchanged on the week, on 
declaration of a 10-cent dividend. 
This Is the first to be declared this 
year. And is payable on March 1 
to stock of record, February 15. 

Technicolor, the other curb ex- 
change stock tied in with the amuse- 
ment industry, sported a fractional 
gain on the week, closing at 12%. 

The SEC ordered effective on Jan- 
wary 81 the application for regis- 
tration on the stock exchange by 
the Madison Square Garden Cor- 
poration of its 324,860 outstanding 
shares of no par capital stock. These 
are issued in exchange for the out- 


standing voting trust certificates, 
which are to be suspended from 
dealings, 


Although traders in Paramount 
certificates did not feel so bullish 


Stock Market 





Paramount-Publix bonds put 
up to new highs for 1934-'35 on Fri- 
day. Paramount-Broadway 51s hit 
a new peak on Saturday Most of 
these liens fell back Saturday. 

Paramount-Broadway bonds reg- 
istered the new top at 474%, and 
closed the week with an advance of 
2% points at this. Paramount- Fa- 
mous-Lasky 6s hung up their new 
high at 68% but finished at 675 for 
a fractional gain on the week. The 
certificates of the same hit 69 and 
closed at 68%, up half a point. 

Paramount-Publix 51s touched 
68%, a new peak. They closed at 
67%, unchanged on the week. Certifi- 
cates of the same went to 68% but 
finished at 67, where they were down 
half a point. 


Liens Weak 


Other amusements liens were in- 
clined to be weak. Keith 6s lost a 
point and closed at 69. Loew 6s 
stayed near their year’s high much 
of the time. They also developed 
weakness Saturday, finishing on the 
bottom at 104%, off half a point. 

Pathe 7s were unchanged at 102. 
Warner Brothers 6s lost a point to 
finish at 56%. The high for these 
bonds was 58 and the low 5542. Gen- 
eral Theatre Equipment bonds were 
steady at 8%, never falling below 
84%. 

The Pathe preferred, quoted in 
the over-the-counter market, spurt- 
ed upwards about three points. The 
closing bid price was 104 and the 
asking level, 107. Columbia Pictures 
preferred also was good, with a bid 
price of 45, and the asking at 47. 

Wall Street is still awaiting a de- 
cision from the Supreme Court on 
the gold clause bonds. It had been 
confidently expected this Monday 
but now undoubte?ly the street will 
have to put uj} with further delay. 
It is likely that the stock exchange 
and other markets will close for a 
day or two immediately after such 
decision is given out, either on the 
order of the SEC or by direction of 
the exchange itself. This is to pre- 
vent wide fluctuations anticipated 
as a result of the decision. 

This court decision has put a 
damper on trading for about three 
weeks and brokers will heave a sigh 
of relief as soon as the ruling is out 
of the way. Many observers in the 
street look for the court to rule in 
favor of the administration which 
would enable the government to go 
ahead with the present monetary 
policy. 

If it should be otherwise, it is ex- 
pected in many quarters that Con- 
gress will take steps immediately 
to counteract the effects of any such 
adverse ruling. In either case, the 
smart lads expect the government 
to go ahead on monetary plans 
much the same as it has in the past 


were 





on the news, there were plenty of] vear. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 2: 
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Amus. Stock Deals 
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Reports filed with Securities 


purchasers for Paramount liens |} and Exchange Commission and with 
when it was announced that Judge|the New York Stock Exchange, 
A, C. Coxe had approved the com-| under Section 16 of the Securities 
pany’s reorganization plan submit-j|and Exchange Act, revealed last 
ted under Section 77B of the bank-| week several December dealings in 
ruptey act. The result was that} amusement stocks. The report to 
both Paramount-Famous-Lasky and|the SEC showed that George S&S. 


de Sousa, treasurer of Radio Corp. 
of America, bought 100 shares of 
Radio common on Dec. 6. Edward 
W. Harden, a director of the com- 
pany, sold 500 of the common on 
Nov. 14. 

The holdings reported to the SEC 
showed Hary Cohn to have 53,574 
voting trust certificates and 967 
shares of common stock in Colum- 
bla Pictures. 

The report to the stock exchange 
reported Charles C. Moskowitz, a 
director of Loew's, Inc., to have 300 
shares of common on Dec. 11, 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Aibauy. 


Gem Theatrical Corp.; theatrical! busi- 
ness; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value; Isidor H. Herk, of 440 Riverside 
drive; Charles Franklyn and Louis Gos- 
ner, 1585 Broadway, all of New York. 

Mike Munves Corp.; amusement de- 
vices of all kinds; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value; Michael Munves, 
621 Crown street; Jos. I. Munves, 1455 
St. Johns place, and Sylvia Nagin, 309 
Van Buren street, all of Brooklyn. 

Coral Bay Orc ra, Inc.; radio broad- 
casting business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value; Bernard Kugel, 
960 Grand concourse, Bronx, Myron Rob- 
bins, 2246 Ocean avenue, Brooklyn, and 
Ruth K. Jacobson, 1742 48th street, 
Brooklyn. 

Olean Broadcasting Company, Inc.: 
general broadcasting business; capital 
stock, $18,000; Richard F. Pierce, 219 
North Third street; J. Andrew McCor- 
mack, 126 South 14th street, and 
Leonard L. Hofman, 133 North Barr) 
street, all of Olean. 

Benav Amusement Co., Inc.; opersic 
Amusement devices, etc.; capital stock, 
200 shares, no par value; Jos. L. Maged, 
243 Ryerson street, Brooklyn; Irving M. 
Radin, 340 Riverside drive, New York, 
and Herman H. Solnit, 1159 55th street, 
Brooklyn. 

Lionel Radio Corp.; general radio busli- 
ness; capital stock, 200 shares, no par 
value; J. Jacques Stone, May Brustor 
and Sara H. Thim, all of 25 West 43rd 


street, New York. 

E. Toring Nichols, Ltd.; vaudeville 
performers, dancers, etc.; capital stock, 
200 shares, no par value; Mildred 
Sharfstein, Bernard R. Gogel and Harry 
J. Gluskin, all of 285 Madison avenue, 
New York. 

Pictorial Film Library, Inc.; motion 
picture business; capital stock, $20,000; 
Julius N. Meshberg, Morton Packard and 
Gertrude Levine, all of 1450 Broadway, 
New York. 

Genesee Broadcasting Corp.; genera! 
broadcasting business; capita! stock, 
$100,000; Edw. J. Doyle, 45 Exchange 
street; H. Douglas Van Duser and 
Arthur B. Curran, Terminal building, 
all of Rochester. 

Mayfair Productions, Inec.; theatrical 
business; Harry A. Tifford, Minnie Horo- 
witz and Mae Graff, all of 342 Madison 
avenue, New York. 

Dissolutions 

Harway Amusement Corp.; filed by 
Crowell & Rouse, 111 Broadway, New 
York. 

Memberships 

Theatre Union, Inc, 

Change of Name 

The Theatre Union, Inc., to the Thea- 
tre Combination; filed by Fitelson & 
Mayers, 1619 Broadway, New York. 

Change of Location 

American Newspapers, Inc.; new loca- 
tion, 2 Columbus circle, New York; filed 
by Manheim Rosenzweig, same address. 

CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
_ Cinema Modes Publish Corp.; 
Capital, 250 shares, $100 par, permitted 
to issue two shares. Directors: David 
S. Hillman, Maxwell Shane, George 
Ward. 

Theatre Classics, Inc.; (motion picture 
producing) capital, 1,000 shares, no par, 
permitted to issue five shares. Direc- 
tors: M. Saperia, L, B. Shapiro, 
L. Shapiro, I. Cohen. 

Certificate changing name of Western 
Film boratories to Western Film 
Laboratories, Inc., Los Angeles, 

Pacific Exposition; county of Log An 
eles; no capital stock. Directors: D. W. 
Pontius, Edward A. Dickson, W. A. Simp- 
son, Harry L. Harper, J. B. Irsfeld, et al. 

Certified copy changing name of Col- 
Hier, Adams & Kinsey, Inc., Carson City, 
Nev., to Ruth Collier, Inc, 

TEXAS 


Ryan, 


Galveston. 
Liberty , Inc., Tyler; theatres; 
Capital stock, $15,000; incorporators, 
W. M. Shieldes, Iva R. Shieldes, and 


Thomas B. Ramey. 


Amos ’n’ Andy’s One Day 
Take in B’ham 4G, Wham! 


Birmingham, Feb. 4. 

Amos 'n’ Andy in person at the 
Alabama for one day (Sunday) was 
& wow and marked the first appear- 
ance of a pair of big names in a 
picture house in a long time. Scale 
for the day was jumped to 55c, 
which included choice of the last 
row balcony or first row downstairs. 
Business was good, and for the day 
got $4,000. This sends the week to 
an $8,000 total. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40)—‘One Exciting Adventure’ (U) 
and Amos 'n’ Andy in person. Tues- 
day ‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) through 
Friday. A. & A. take $4,000 for one 
day's personal appearance on the 
week, $8,000. Last week ‘Here Is 

My Heart’ (Par) $7,500, okay. 
Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)— 
‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG), Fairly good, 
$2,700. Last week ‘White Parade’ 





Pantages (Wilby 





(MG) $2,500, fair. 
(1,860; 80-35)— 
‘Gridiron Flash’ Moy ami Dan 
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Shorts Conspicuous in Seattle 








BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 10) 
(MG). With 


‘David Copperfield’ 
plenty advertising this should get 
at least $10,000. Last week ‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan’ (Radio) and 
‘Firebird’ (WRB) sub-average at 
$5,200. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25- 
40)—‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and ‘March of Time.’ Combo will 
get around $10,000, good. Last 
week ‘Lancer’ did, bang-up $12,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25) — 
‘Wicked Woman’ (MG) and ‘Light- 
ning Strikes Twice’ (Radio). Noth- 
ing exciting at $5,000. Last week 
‘World War’ (Fox) and ‘Bachelor 
of Arts’ (Fox) just another program 
and got low $4,600. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) — 
‘Marines Are Coming’ (Mascot) and 
‘Girl of Limberlost’ (Mono). Sur- 
prise barrage of advertising pulling 
smash $10,000. Last week ‘Wake Up 
and Dream’ (U) and ‘Cheaters’ 
(Hoffman) delivered weak $6,000. 


DETROIT OKAY: 
DUKE-TIME 
BIG 21146 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 

Despite sudden cold weather, a 
beautiful flow of coin rewarded the 
local showshops last week. Un- 
usually strong bills on stage and 
screen proved to be magnets. 

Michigan, with John Boles in per- 
son, and Fox, with Boles on the 
sereen and a strong radio talent 
show, got the bulk of the coin. This 
week ‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par) 
and stageshow at Michigan and 
Fox with ‘The Iron Duke’ (GB) and 
premiere of ‘The March of Time’ 
will put these houses in line for 
neck and neck business again. 


Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,100; 
25-35-55) —‘Wings in Dark’ (Par) 
and stage show. Playing up Myrna 
Loy in the ads, and should develop 








some nice business. Looks like 
better than average $18,000. Last 
week ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) and John 


Boles in person sent house to nearly 
$22,500, very sweet. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 25-35-55) — 
‘Tron Duke’ (GB) and stage show. 
House announces world premiere of 
‘March of Time’ dramatic newsreel, 
in conjunction with current show. 
Fox has been giving the customers 
plenty of novelties of late and ex- 
ceptionally good stage shows, ‘Time’ 
reel credited for helping to a very 


good $21,500. Last week ‘Music 
in Air’ (Fox) and stage show of 
radio favorites hit better than 


average with close to $17,500, nice. 

United Artists (United-Detroit) 
(2,070; 25-35-55) —‘Clive of India’ 
(UA) (2d week). When a picture 
stays second week in this house 
it must be good. Takings for cur- 
rent week estimated at $7,000. Last 
week same picture got in the neigh- 
borhood of $9,000. Above average 


both time. 

Fisher (United-Detroit) (2,975; 
25-30-40) — ‘Here Is My Heart’ 
(Par) and ‘Father Brown’ (Par). 


Double programs here hit around 


average, never wavering much 
from $3,500. Last week ‘It’s a 
Gift’ (Par) and ‘Enter Madame’ 


(Par) about same. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,770; 25-40) 
‘Reclaimed His Head’ (U) and 
‘Mystery Woman’ (Fox) and Dionne 
Quintuplets short. Adams has al- 
ways offered a lot of entertainment 


and has been rewarded with con- 
sistently good business. Takings 
this week shculd aggregate $3,700. 


Last week ‘Couity Chairman’ (I'ox) 
brought over fru the Fox, claimed 
$3,800. 

State (United-Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Sweet Adeline’ (WEB) and 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB). Should 
get $3,500. Jumped up space in 
dailies should help. Last week ‘Gay 
Bride’ (MG) and ‘School for Girls’ 
(Lib) somewhat weakish $3,000. 





Heading 
Last week ‘Danger- 
(Radio) and vaude, 


Fitch minstrels on stage. 
for fair $3,000. 
ous Corner’ 
$2,500, light. 
Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Evergreen’ (GB). The last Brit- 
ish picture pushed in here was 
jerked before the expressman had 
cranked his truck, and this one not 
very outstanding, $1,800. Last week 
‘Dragon Murder Case’ (FN), $2,400. 
Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Under 


Pressure’ (Fox). Lowe-McLaglen 
feud on again, $1,700, light. Last 
week ‘West of Pecos (Radio) 





$2,200, good 


‘March of Time’ Stirs Attention—Six Walt 
Disney Cartoons Replace 2d Feature 


+ — 


Seattle, Feb. 4. 

There’s plenty on the ball this 
week at the town’s first runs. So is 
there likewise plenty of exploitation, 
and ballyhoo. Orpheum spot tees 
off with what is heralded as its best 
vaude show to date, with two head- 
liners, Radio Rogues and Edga 
Bergen. 

Estimates for the Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25) 
—Sing Sing Nights’ (Mono) and ‘I've 
Been Around’ (U) dual, getting 
along with new low prices. Ex- 
pected to see fair $2,000. Last week, 
‘Strange Wives’ (U) and ‘Red Hot 
Tires’ (FN) dual, got $1,800. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Hell in the Heavens’ (Fox) 
and ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (Fox) dual. 
Figure $3,000, below average. Last 
week, ‘What Every Woman Knows’ 
(MG) and ‘Evergreen’ (GB) dual, 
around $3,200, moderate. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40)—‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par). Off to nice pace, may hold 
over two days, to bring house back 
to reg change day (Thursday) with 
plugging now for ‘County Chair- 
man’ (Fox) next. Expected to gar- 
ner around $10,500 on seven days 
but with two-day holdover. Will 
see socko, $12,500. ‘March of Time’ 
added Friday and stirred up atten- 
tion. Last week, ‘Sequoia’ (MG) 
five days, okay $5,400, on top of 
$10,200 for opening week, good 
enough $15,600 for 12 day run. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 15-35)— 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col). Weeks of 
advance ads and_= stories, with 
plenty of ink, getting off to okay 
start. Looks like big, $12,000. House 
record taken. Last week ‘T’ll Fix It’ 
(Col) and ‘Girl in Danger’ (Col) 
dual, okay $4,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25-40) 
—Our Daily Bread’ (UA) and Walt 


Disney Revue, new wrinkle here, 
running three ‘Sillies’ and three 
‘Mouse's. Weak, $2,200. Last week, 
‘The Right to Live’ (WB). Got 
meagre $2,000. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) 2,300; 
25-40) ‘Clive of India’ (UA). May 


clip $7,800, good. Last week, ‘En- 
chanted April’ (Radio) but didn’t 
enchant anyone else, left at the post 
with weak $3,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700: 25- 
35)—"Maybe It’s Love’ (WB). Vaude 
credited for $7,000. Last week, 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) and vaude, 
$6,800, very fair. 

Paramount (Hvergreen) 
25-35)—‘Wicked Woman’ (MG). 
Telling about ‘new flaming. star,’ 
Mady Christians, in the advertising, 
and yaude, Pace looks like $4,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Behold My Wife’ 
(Par) and vaude, unique act wi. 
local and Alaskan interest, Martin 
Itjen and his Skagway ‘streeicar’ 
helping this pix ect dandy $8,100, 


Eliington and Time’ 
Reel Hypo B.0.’s in K.C. 
To Big 186 and 126 


Kansas City, Feb. 4. 

Only two new pictures on the 
main slab this week, ‘Gentlemen Are 
Born’ in connection with Duke EI- 
lington at the Mainstreet, and 
‘Wings in the Dark’ at the Newman. 

At Loew's Midland ‘David Cop- 
perfield’ was held over practically at 
the last minute, shoving ont ‘So- 
ciety Doctor’ which had been 
billed, and which is slated to go to 
the Mainstreet. - 

Fox Uptown also held over 
‘County Chairman’ as is a local ecus- 
tom for Will Rogers’ pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 


(3,206; 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
10) —‘Gentlemen Are Born’ (FN) 
and Duke Ellington orchestra. Big 








play, with the band no small draw, 
trong $18,000. Last week ‘Maybe 
It's Love’ (FN) and Olsen and 
Johnson's revue, $13,500, good. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 15-25-40) 


David Copperfield’ (MG) (2d 
week) and ‘March of Time.” Open- 
ing days of the second week prac- 


tically as strong as the first week, 
credited to ‘Time’ reel for the b.o. 
hypo, with the house holding them 


out Saturday. This indicates a 
strong $12,000 with $13,400 for the 
first week, both good. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par). Lots of 


it’s getting 


Su 000 


action in this one and 
a nice play; good for a big 


Last week ‘Gilded Lady’ (i’ar) 
$9,600, strone. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)-— 
‘Carnival’ (Col) and stage show, 
House continues to give a lot of en- 


tertainment for a quarter and drayw- 
ing lots of customers. Will turn 
right at $8,000, okay. Last week 
‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) and stage 
show, $6,900, fair. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
County ¢ ‘irman’ (Fox) (2d week), 
Rogers feature holdings steady, 

e000. oke. aft $7.100 
h good. 
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ADRIENNE AMES 
RALPH BELLAMY 
DONALD COOK 
ROBT. ARMSTRONG 


FROM THE STORY BY GORPON KAHN 
DIRECTED BY CHARLE$: LAMONT 


Produced by SELECT PRODUCTIONS 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER—BURT KELLY 
RKO-RADIO PI€ETURE 
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MEET KAY PARRISH, 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS 


P ark Avenue to Broadway o +. just a few city blocks oe « yee 
worlds apart ! cee Bridged by a beautiful girl born to the social 
resister, whose own kind failed her in her hour of need! ... 
The vivid drama of a proud debutante whose love found root 
in the shadows cast by Broadway s brightest lights ! 
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I wish to express my 
thanks and appreciation 


€ To my former associates and the entire per- 
sonnel of the Paramount Studio for their 
confidence and co-operation which have ren- 
dered possible the progress the studio has “ad 
made during the past three years. 


€ To the staff of the Paramount News for 
their loyal support in. the creation and devel- 
. opment of the newsreel. 











SEN eT OS 


@ To the producers of Paramount short fea- 
tures for the continued excellence of their 
product. 


€ To the Paramount sales force here and 
abroad for their successful merchandising of 
the program. 


€ To exhibitors everywhere for their renewed 
confidence in Paramount Pictures. 


EMANUEL COHEN 
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‘BROADWAY BILL’ 
‘ONE NIGHT OF LOVE: 
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WORLD PREMIERE 
Radio City Music Hall 
February 21st 
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Picture 


Possibilities 





‘Prisoners of War’—Unfavorable 


‘PRISONERS OF WAR’ (drama, Frank Merlin, 


ptage and less chance for films. 


Ritz). 
Thee, 





‘Three Men on a Horse’—Favorable 


‘THREE MEN ON A HORSE’ (farce comedy, 
ugh show figured a cinch for picturization. Was 
— based on a wizard at picking races, 


Alex Yokel, Playhouse). 
ners backing 


Ibee. 





‘Nowhere Bound’—Favorable 


‘NOWHERE BOUND’ (Melodrama. 


jdea in a deportation train. 
Alm. 


Birinski, Imperial). 


Kauf. 


‘Little Shot’ 


‘LITTLE SHOT’ (Dramatic farce. 


Nothing for stage or screen. 


—Unfavorable 


Playhouse). 
Idee. 


Pearson and Baruch 





‘Crime and Punishment 
‘CRIME AND PUNISHMENT’ (Drama. 


'—Favorable 
Biltmore. Wolfson & Sherry). 


With a good film writer on the job, this dramatization of the Dostoievsky 


story might pan out as playable screen entertainment. 


Char. 





SOLOMON'S 26 


ACTION PRODS. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Louls A. Solomon has organized 
Puritan Pictures Corp. to produce 
and distribute 26 features through 
independent exchanges during the 
1935-36 season. Solomon came here 


from the east last week to line up 
production plans, and signed Tim 
McCoy to star in series of 10 west- 
erns for Puritan. He has negotia- 
tions on for other name players and 
directors now on tag end of con- 
tracts with major companies. 

Dave Gross will act as sales man- 
ager for Puritan, headquartering in 
New York, with Nat Ross coast rep- 
resentative and production head for 
Bolomon. In getting his new or- 
ganization under way, Solomon has 
contracts for a series of action stunt 
features and melodramas to be made 
go that releases to exchanges will 
start on a one a monthly basis in 
May. 

On cempletion of his deal with 
Columbia, which expires late this 

month, McCoy goes east to join the 
Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey 
olrcus as a feature attraction. He 
ie due back in Hollywood in Octo- 
ber to start his new series. 


FORMER CUTTER DRAWS 
DIRECTION OF ‘JUNGLE’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
has signed Harold 
cutter at the com- 
studios, to direct 
will have Cary 








Paramount 
Young, former 
Pany’s Astoria 
‘Jungle,’ which 
Grant in top spot. 

Young was promoted to the spot 
by Jack Votion, studio production 
assistant, who recently returned 
from handling an agency in London. 
Director has been in England with 
Korda and Gaumont-British for 
some time. 


Wampas Drops Group 
Insurance; B. R. Low 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Wampas voted at its last session 
to eliminate group insurance on its 
members, which has cost the press 
agent organization $25,000 since its 
inception six years ago. 

Insurance scheme called for $2,- 
000 policies on each member, but is 
being dropped through a depletion 
of the treasury. 

Nominating committee brought in 
{ts slate for election, first Tuesday 

March. Oliver Garver (National 

creen Service), John P. Miles 
Paramount) and Carlisle Jones 
Warners) are named for president. 


Billy West to Produce 
16 Shockers for Indies 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Billy West will produce eight 
sci and eight mystery ple- 
ures for release through the inde- 

endent exchanges during the 1935- 

§ seagon. 

Former comedian just returned 
from New York, where he set dis- 
tribution for the two series of fea- 
tures 











LONE FLEMINGTON’S 
CINEMA BULL MARKET 


Biggest leap in grosses anywhere 
in the country recently is at the lone 
film house in Flemington, N. J. 
which has been getting big crowds 
since the Lindbergh kidnapping trial 
opened. 

House is the Palace, a 750-seater, 
regularly doing business in a town 
under a population of 3,000. 


Heather Angel Moves to 
Radio for ‘Informer’ Lead 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Heather Angel draws the lead in 
‘The Informer,’ John Ford's next 
production at Radio. Player is on 
loan from Universal. 

Victor McLaglen has top billing 
in ‘Informer,’ with Wallace Ford 
only other member of the cast 
signed to date. 














Pierre Joins Acad as 
Actor-Producer Buffer 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Jacques Pierre joined Academy 
staff Friday (1) as temporary sub- 
stitute for William Conklin, actor- 
producer relations rep. Latter is 
confined to his home, convalescing 
from a stroke. 

This is Pierre's first connection 
with films. An ex-legit actor, he 
was with C. B. Dililngham and oth- 
er producers in managerial spots. 
He managed both El Capitan and 
Music Box theatres In Hollywood 
when they ene. 


Laemmle, Jr., Mull Two 
Mag Yarns by Abdullah 


“ Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Two stories by Achmed Abdullah 
are being mulled at Universal by 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., as one of the 
producer's high budget specials. 
‘Flower of the Gods,’ which will be 
published by Liberty, gets the first 
call for an okay. 

If this one is passed up, Laemmle 
will look over ‘Journey's Start,’ 
currently in Cosmopolitan. 








Warners’ Coast Reunion 
For LeRoys’ Stork Date 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
The stork is expected in the 
Mervin LeRoy (Doris Warner) home 
around the end of February, at 
which time the Harry M. Warners 
will be here, returning with Jack 
Warner who {fs now in N. Y. 


Studio Wiienetis 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Clifford Jones, ‘Princess O'Hara,’ 





Florine McKinney, ‘Strangers All,’ 
Radio, 
Sidney Buchman, Robert Riskin, 
scripting ‘On Wings of Song,’ Col. 
Dorothy Tree, ‘Small Miracle,’ 


Par, 

Al Santell, directing ‘People Will) 
Talk,’ Par. 

Mary Boland, Charlie Ruggles,/., 


‘People Will Talk,’ Par. 
Ray Walker, 
Fox. 
Frank Craven, 
Roach, 
(Continued on page 60 


‘Vagabond Lady,’ 


Little chance for | 


show, | 


“Grand Hotel’ | 
Needs rewriting but could make exciting | 


‘Ten Dollar Raise,’ | 


|| RKO After Audubon, N.Y, 
| Also 2 Houses in Cincy 


| ‘Still in an acquisitive mood, ac- 
| cording to trade talk, RKO’s theatre 
people, despite their current diffi- 
1 « ulties over the east side Apollo and 
| the Hollywood theatres in N. Y., are 
now angling for the Audubon, on 
}upper Broadway, with the receiver 
|of Fox Theatres. The Audubon 1s 
| the house which Skouras abandoned 
Feb. 1, in accordance with 
permission of the court, as the lease 
was held by Fox Theatres, although 
the house is under control of one of 
the savings banks in New York. 
Additionally, RKO is stated to be 
after the Shubert and the Cox thea- 
tres, in Cincinnati. No money prob- 
ably will be passed in the Cincy 
deal, the RKO Midwest merely to 
take over the mortgage and tax re- 
sponsibility, ete., from the Shuberts. 
It is handed that the deal also 
awaits Shubert okay in New York, 
as several thousands of dollars in 
back taxes are due in that situation. 
While RKO Midwest has okayed the 
deal for itself, it still has to get 
RKO approval from New York, 


MONOGRAM WILL GIVE 
TERMERS TO TALENT 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Monogram, planning to boost its 
schedule and negative cost per pic- 
ture for the new season, will tie 
up several directors and probably 
players on term contracts. Studio 
is now negotiating with Reginald 
Barker for a year, as first in the new 
plan. 

Heretofore Monogram has en- 
gaged its directors on a picture-to- 
picture basis, 


CAL. DELEGATES EAST 
ON BASIC STUDIO SETUP 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Victor H. Clarke, producer-labor 
contact, left here Friday (1) for 
confabs with Pat Casey in New 
York, preliminary to the union con- 
ferences on the basic studio agree- 
ment, Feb. 8. 

Leaving early this week for the 
same confabs will be Frank Bran- 
dow of Paramount, Fred Pelton of 
Metro, Frank Carruthers, secretary 
of the international’s committee 
here, and Joe Tuohey, of the trans- 
portation workers’ local. 


So. Cal. Indie Exhibs in 
Drive for New Members 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4, 

Intensive membership drive has 
been launched by the Independent 
Theatre Owners of So. Calif., with 
Harry Vinnicof heading the special 
membership committee. 

Association yoted to increase its 
initiation costs to $25, effective 
March 1, for 80 days, after which a 
further boost is anticipated. 


Robertson on Loan to 
Direct Temple Starrer 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Fox has borrowed John Robertson 
from Radio to direct the next Shir- 
ley Temple starrer, ‘Heaven’s Gate.’ 

Picture goes into production 
Wednesday (6) with Joel McCrea, 
Lyle Talbot, Rosemary Ames and 
Herbert Mundin in the cast. Ed- 
ward G. Butcher will produce. 


‘Imitation’ Popularity 
Builds for Personals 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Cashing in on the prominence 
her performance in Universal's Im- 
itation of Life’ gave her, Louise Bea- 
vers is set for 14 weeks of personals 

in the east for Fanchon & Marco. 
Colored player opened in St. Louls 
last Thursday (31) and goes to the 
Roxy tn New York week of Feb. 12. 


as of 





























LEDERER SUED 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Charging that Francis Lederer 
pirated the part he enacts in Radio's 
‘Romance in Manhattan’, Jack 
lo: iartare, scenarist, has filed a pla- 
rism suit in Superior Court here. 
Quartare alleges Lederer last Au- 
gust had him outline a story he had 
written for Lederer, which he says 
was incorporated without his sanc- 
tion in the eurrent pieture 








Chicago, Feb. 4, 
Suit was filed last week by the indle 
Astor theatre in the loop against 
Barney Balaban, 
(Jack) Miller, 
and Arthur 


head Balaban 


five circuit heads: 
James Coston, Elmer 
Edwin Silverman 

Schoenstadt. They 
& Katz, Warners Bros. in Chicago, 
the Exhibitors Ass'n, Essaness 
Theatres and H. Schoenstadt’s the- 
atres, respectively, and are named 


in the primary list of defendants 
in the Astor’s suit for $300,000 
damages. 

In the secondary group of de- 
fendants are eight distributing 
companies; Metro, United Artists, 
Fox, Warners, Columbia, Universal, 
RKO and Paramount. Claim of the 
Astor is that the primary group 
enforced certain rulings through 
the secondary group. 

Damage suit grows out of the 
Astor theatre’s appeal to the federal 
courts to secure the right to show 
major product at a dime. Dis- 
tributors have refused to service 
the Astor for 10c flickers, being 
forced to refuse product, the Astor 
claims, because of pressure allegedly 
brought to bear by the circuits and 
their officers. 

Astor’s suit is based on the claim 
that the owner stands to lose his en- 
tire investment in the house through 
the inability to get pictures to Show 
at a price his customers can afford 
to pay. Astor claims that there is 
an actual expenditure of $100,000 in 
improvements and rebuilding, be- 
sides the burden of a 25-year lease. 
Exhibitor states he is already be- 
hind in the rent, 

This suit is the first of a flood of 
various suits pending against the 
circuit structure in Chicago. Other 
cases are based on service and prod- 
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Indie Astor, Chi, Files $300,000 
Suit Against Circuits-Distribs 
Over 10c Admish; No Servicing 


uct difficulties, on clearance 
Other than the Astor case there ig 
the suit of the Public theatre 
against the circuits and distributors 
on the same plea for dime picture 
service. 


setup 


Aaron Jones for Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer has had a case ready for 
some time against the distributors 
and Balaban & Katz in his fight 
for product at the loop McVickers 
with the suit tentatively postponed 
when Paramount assumed the lease 
on that house for a six-month 
period. 

Other Indie houses are known to 
be preparing suits against the cir- 
cuits based on pleas for rearrange- 
ment of the clearance setup. Many 
exhibs have gone to the local code 
zoning and clearance board to seek 
adjustments in protection but in 
practically every case the plea for 
a switch in clearance has been re- 
jected. Entire city on the film end 
has suddenly gone Federal court 
conscious following a flock of Fed- 
eral suits throughout the country, 
particularly because of the mix-up 
St. Louis situation, 


ONLY 600 SEATS WHERE 
N.Y. RIALTO NOW STANDS 


In order to provide more space for 
a restaurant and stores, the Cam- 
pagni construction people which 
took over the Rialto, N. Y. building, 
are said to be considering a smaller 
theatre on the site, one which may 
not be above 600 seats. Idea would 
provide greater depth for stores. 

Reported that the Campagnis put 
$100,000 on the line in closing the 
deal a few months back when 
acquiring the Rialto property. 
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RADIO CITY "EERE 
MUSIC HALL 


MARGARET SULLAVAN and HER- 
BERT MARSHALL in “THE GOOD 
FAIRY” 

A Universal Picture 
|}f ON THE STAGE—“CONTRAST” an 














extravaganza in moste, brilliantly 
produced by Leonidoff 
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Such fun! 


4:in WEEK 


| CAPITOL, N. Y. 


ERICA’S SWEETHEART! 


The Extended Run Hit! 4th Week at the Capitol, N. Y. Held over for 2nd Week in 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Dayton, Columbus, Boston, Toledo, Wilmington, St. Louis, | 
Kansas City, Indianapolis, Youngstown, Nashville, Hartford, Richmond, Worcester, 
Cincinnati. Engagements extended in Akron, Evansville, Canton, Atlanta, Memphis, 
etc., etc. We could go on forever, every mail brings new hold-overs! Are you all set 


for EXTRA PLAYING TIME? 
—and another M-G-M sweetheart — SEQUOIA” 
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THE SECRET BRIDE 


(Continued from page 14) 


right man to talk. At the same 
time she gets the evidence which 
will clear her father and the man 
g hailed before an impeachment 
earing to tell his story, a portion 
of it being by flashback. Picture 
reaches its’ conclusion in dramatic 
fashion, accusing the governor's ad- 
visor and financial backer as the 
brains of the frameup. The attor- 
ney general's assistant is also in- 
volved, a point that hardly checks 
with promise of the Hays office to 
the Crime Commission recently that 
the screen would not reflect un- 
favorably upon enforcement offi- 
cials, even if it were just to poke 
fun at a cop to get audience laughs. 
There is virtually no comedy re- 
Nef. It isn’t needed. Char. 


Behind the Evidence 


Columbia production and release. Di- 
rected by Lambert Hillyear. Norman Fos- 
ter. Donald Cook, Sheila Manners featured. 
Harold Shumate, story and screen play. 
Henry Freulich, photog. At Palace, N. Y., 
week Jan. 25. Running time 70 mins, 
tf Sheridan.,..... eens eps Norman Foster 

ard Cameron....ssee++++++..Donald Cook 
Ruth Allen.....seseeeeeee+-Sheila Mannors 
Rita Sinclair........se.....Geneva Mitchell 
é T. Allen... .csccecsceseesss.Samuel Hinds 

erbert....cecces 





+++-Frank Darien 








t. JAMES... .cececeecevere++++Pat O'Malley 
pt. Graham........+....-Gordon De Main 
ON eae +eeeeees+sEdward Keane 





Put the men in this film in chaps 

nd give them each a horse, and 

ehind the Evidence’ would need 
nothing else to be a typical western. 
It follows the standard western pat- 
tern in every way except locale, con- 
tains typically western action stuff 
and rates the usual cowboy booking 
attention. 

Instead of being the customary 
hard riding hero and _ villainous 
rustler, the antagonists in ‘Evi- 
dence’ are an ex-millionaire play- 
boy, turned newspaper reporter, and 
@ big town racketeer. The reporter 
solves the holdups, captures the 
gang and gets the girl. Picture will 
be safe only where they'll believe it. 

Norman Foster, too pleasant an 
actor to be wasted on such boloney, 
is one of those Hollywood reporters 
working in one of those Hollywood 
editorial rooms where the lovelorn 
department is run by a sour old gent 

nd the city (not managing) editor 


as a private and lavishly fur- 
nished office. 

The story, which doesn’t make 
much difference, is related to the 


Qne about why the chicken crossed 
the street, in that both were born 
in the same year. 

Donald Cook, another capable 
layer, is the vil, a racketeer with 

society yen, and not a bad picker 
pf a secretary. Latter role is played 
y Geneva Mitchell, whose face 
should take her somewhere in pic- 
tures. Sheila Mannors, playing the 
heroine, is burdened with a sappy 
role that couldn’t be more than 
@olorless with the best possible in- 
terpretation. Bige. 


SOCIETY DOCTOR 


Metro production and release, featuring 
Chester Morris and Virginia Bruce. Di- 
Tected by George B. Seitz, under the su- 
Pervision of Lucien Hubbard. irom the 
nproduced play, ‘The Harbor,’ by Theo- 


re Reeves. Screen play, Michael Fes- 
gler, Samuel Marx; art, Cedric Gibbons. 
Music, Oscar Radin, Howard Campbell, 


oe B. Willis. Camera, Lester White. 
t the Mayfair, N. Y., commencing Feb. 1. 
es time, 63 mins. 

Pe PROTA 60s ccvecesese 
Madre 


.-Chester Morris 
occcccccccccccccee Virginia Bruce 
° Bilis. .coccccoecscoecccs scent Taylor 
WB. CRANE. .occccsccececececess Billie Burke 
Dr. Waverly.....eeceee.Raymond Walburn 
Dr. Harvey......cccccseees..-Henry Kolker 
nk Snowden.........-..William Henry 


Mr .¥ee0eee oe seesceessMary Jo Mathews 
arris Snowden..........-Robert McWade 
SE Sank oa ebaes seeseeeee-Donald Meek 


Another effort to bring in a sec- 
ond ‘Men in White,’ which fails to 
pack enough of a plot wallop in the 
Opening to gain the necessary inter- 
est. It’s implausible and frequently 
drags because it is necessary to pad 


Out until enough time has been 
Spent to bring it to a close. Made 
rom an unproduced drama, and 


nicely staged and well acted, but the 
story falls into the second division. 
It is not consistently good entertain- 
ment, though it works up to a big 
finish. Film will have trouble stand- 
ing alone. With support it rates as 
air. 

Main motive is a question of a 
career. Chester Morris is only an 
nterne in a big hospital, but ac- 
cording to the story he's the tops 
@8 a surgeon. He incurs the enmity 
of a family physician who did not 
et a chance to cut in on the fee 
or an emergency operation. He is 
high-handed and gets fired, but is 
reinstated at the behest of Billie 
Burke, one of the hospital’s most 
Profitable patients, though she’s not 
really ill, She offers to set Morris 
Up in private practise. He assents, 
@nd the trained nurse sweetheart, 
disappointed, promises to marry his 
rival (Taylor). Morris is seriously 
Wounded when a gangster starts to 
shoot his way out, but Taylor con- 
sents to perform an operation under 

Orris direction, so latter gets the 
girl after all for the happy ending. 

Starts off well, but drops down 
to a discussion of how the rich and 
influential run some hospitals, with 
4 Sidelight on Billie Burke on the 
Make, and loads of local color. One 
gcene between Miss Bruce and Rob- 
@rt Taylor, the rival, runs almost 


a on 


to the breaking point, and all that 
happens is that she gives an assent 
to his proposal of marriage 

After that the action perks a 
little, mostly with mechanical punch. 
A thug is brought to the hospital 
from prison to say farewell to his 
supposedly dying mother. In reality 
she is just a stall. There's a gun 
under the pillow and the tough 
overpowers his guards. Is making 
his getaway when he is recognized 
by Morris, who saved his life when 
the police got him. The tough shoots 
him, but is shot down by the wife 
of the policeman he plugged when 
he was pinched. The oneration fol- 
lows, then the clutch. Just how the 
woman could simulate a fatal ill- 
ness in a first-class hospital is just 
one of those things. The crisis is 
played for all it is worth, but it’s 
not quite enough to atone for the 
dead spaces that have gone before. 

Morris plays the prodigy surgeon 
to the hilt and carries practically 
all of the play, getting little or no 
help from Miss Bruce. Miss Burke, 
while unimportant to the story, 
troupes it for second place. Rob- 
ert Taylor does what he can, and 
the remainder are generally good 
without getting much chance. 





Chie. 
HEI TIKI 
(WITH NARRATOR) 
Alexander Markey production. First Di- 


vision release. Zoe Varney, associate pro- 


ducer. At the Globe, N. Y., beginning 
Feb. 1. Running time, 73 mins. 
Although some novelty value 


must be conceded to this depiction 
of Maori superstition and _ love, 
there is not sufficient entertainment 
value in a primitive romance to 


propel unusual enthusiasm com- 
mercially. Picture will need sup- 
port. 


There is little that is new. Ameri- 
can theatregoers have seen many 
South sea dramas, natural and con- 
cocted. The producers tell that the 
Maoris who are the actors in this 
native silhouette of emotions are 
actual inhabitants of the islands 
off the northern coast of New Zea- 
land. They are a Polynesian lot, 
resembling the Hawaiian type in 
appearance and manners. They are 
by no means as cannibalistic as 
once was believed, but on the re- 
verse, rather civilized. 

Whatever native sounds are 
heard are supposed to have been 
actually recorded but these are not 
many and mostly unintelligible. 

Markey in his off-screen monolog 
would have customers believe that 
the single death which occurs in 
the picture is an actual death. Ac- 
cording to Markey, this native ac- 
tor, committed suicide in order to 
make his action realistic. That 
doesn’t help. 

Action of the silent photography 
is explained by Markey as a for- 
bidden romance between the son 
and daughter of two _ historically 
rival Maori tribal leaders. The girl 
was dedicated to be the virgin bride 
of her tribal God, but instead falls 
for the stranger, Manul, son of her 
fathers most hated rival. She keeps 
a rendezvous or two with him until 


fear of apprehension changes their 
plans. Hei Tiki means a love 
charm. 


Romance of the pair leads to a 
war when Manu: disguises as the 
God to whom the girl was to be 
sacrificed and this fact is uncov- 
ered. Peace comes suddenly dur- 
ing the fighting. 

There are some lovely water 
scenes and the war canoes racing 
towards the fugitive love is the 
most stirring piece of action in the 
picture. Shan, 


STRANGE WIVES 


Universal production and release. Fea- 
tures Roger Pryor, June Clayworth, Esther 
Ralston. Directed by Richard Thorpe. 
Story, Edith Wharton; adaptation, Gladys 
Unger and James Mulhauser; photography, 
George Robinson. At Strand, Brooklyn, as 


haif double bill, week Jan. 31. Running 
time, 75 mins, 

SUN TM. c cavecssesecoussés Roger Pryor 
PEs 0.00 5edtbesdescceesss cee Chay woree 
OlBA... wccccccccccce coccreses Esther Ralston 
WAPTOR..cccccesccccsesscers Hugh OConne!ll 
Paul... ccccecscccccesesscccccess Ralph Forbes 
SNE. .« 00.06000004090000+20000000REE Be 
Bellamy. crccccesecce ».-Francis L. Sullivan 
oo” aa bheeseeesees Valerie Hobson 
Svengaart....cecee 4000004 006:04 Lesiie Fenton 
bls eee ebececcrosccoses Ivan Lebedeff 
Mire. LG@CDEP.cccccccccecccsccees Doris Lloyd 
PN <euns oe ndbaeweees Claude Gillingwater 





The material in this feature sug- 
gests good possibilities for a short, 
whi¢éh it possibly should have been. 

Story- mixes light comedy with 
romance without ever convincing. 
A young lad (Roger Pryor) marries 
a Russian gal (June Clayworth) and 
immediately learns he is to become 
step-father to her whole family, 
besides being pushed around by ad- 
mirers of the wife. In an effort to 
inject a novelty note, the husband 
conspires to get rid of his relations 


by making each of them famous. 
This done, he finally swoops down 
upon a nervy lover courting his 


wife and does what he should have 
done long ago—declares himself. 
Pryor plays the husband weakly, 
sitting in an elaborate office and 
spending money like the Govern- 
ment. Miss Clayworth impresses 
more forcefully as the wife with 





|off a duck’s back 


passes muster, including Esther 
Ralston, Hugh O'Connell, talph 
Forbes and Ivan Lebedeff, Char. 








| 


whom objections disappear as water/from a 
test of the cast} compares truth-telling to a skid- 


| 


ONE HOUR LATE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Paramount production and release. fea- 
tures Joe Morrison, Helen Twelvetres 
Conrad Nagel, Arline Judge, Gail Patrick 


Directed by Ralph Murphy. Story, Libbie 
Block; adaptation, Kathryn Scola and 
Paul Gerard Smith; musie and lyrics, 
Sam Coslow, Lewis Gensler, Leo Robin 
photography, Ben Reynolds. At Strand 
Brooklyn, as half double bill, week Jan 
31 Running time, 75 mins. 
Eddie Piake...... eh0eeeteanes Joe Morrisor 
Betty Dunn........ esee-Helen Twelvetrees 
Stephen Barclay..ccccccecees Conrad Nagel 
DT. tcctes sea dataaceue rrr Arline Judge 
ca, Ss oxiuataxabuas e+---Ray Walker 
DN os ninaaes buewee ae eoee-Mdward Craven 
Maizi stassbceens ercececeses Toby Wing 
Mrs. Elleen Barclay. ccccccesss Gail Patrick 
mipsor Charles Selion 
Benny.. ».- George E. Ston 
Mr Finch Prout 
Whittaker Mulhall | 





Principal purpose of ‘One Hour 
Late’ is to provide Joe Morrison, 
of the ether waves, sufficient op- 
portunity to get his voice on Erpi 
equipment, at the same time build- 
ing him up through an innocuous 
little romance which has its ups 
and downs in a juvenile way. Fairly 
pleasant screen diversion but 
doesn't add up any more than 
mildly boxoffice. The marquee gets 
no special advantage, though the 
cast has many recognized people, 
and the chances are word-of-mouth 
will never be sufficient to urge 
heavy business the picture’s way. 
But it won't keep it away, either. 

Morrison, with a good voice but 
lacking some on personality, does 
a shipping clerk in an engineering 
office where his girl, a struggling 
steno, bats out a pretty high aver- 
age with a lonely boss. She's an 
innocent little thing, unaccustomed 
to being invited to the boss’ house 
for a week-end—although the boss 
intends she is to work there. But 
at the same time she is the sort 
of adolescent who stalls her mar- 
riage to the shipping clerk. 

Several songs are worked into the 
story for Morrison and a radio 
broadcasting station, which he is 
trying to crash, is conveniently lo- 
cated in the same building where 
he works. At one point an eleva- 
tor gets stalled. When Morrison 
crawls out of the top of the cage, 
daring great dangers to unfoul a 
cable, he sings his way through 
this job, doing the number that 
brought him to attention on the 
air, ‘Last Roundup.’ None of the 
other numbers take him anywhere 
in particular though they fall un- 
disturbingly on screen ears. Two 
of them are ‘A Little Angel Told 
Me So’ and ‘Me Without You,’ the 
latter sounding as if it may have a 
chance. 

The stalled elevator gives the pic- 
ture its title and its passengers in- 
clude the shipping clerk, who's got 
a date to marry another girl in the 
office to spite his steno, while lat- 
ter is on the way to keep the week- 
end date with the boss. Another, 
unknown to these two, is the wife 
of the boss who sees her error in 
neglecting her husband. Still an- 
other passenger is the broadcasting 
station president who hears Mor- 
rison sing and offers him a con- 
tract, saving the day for everyone. 

Helen Twelvetrees gives a good 
performance as the steno, shining 
particularly in one scene with the 
boss. Boss is well handled by Con- 
rad Nagel, while lesser assignments 
are capably taken care of by Arline 
Judge, Ray Walker, Gaii Patrick 
and Charles Sellon. 

Picture is rather long, and on oc.- 
casion draggy, but still checks as 
mild amusement. Char. 


DANGEROUS CORNER 


Radio production and release. 





Fea- 


tures Virginia Bruce, Conrad Nagel. 
Melvyn Douglas, Erin O’Brien-Moore, 
Ian Keith. Directed by Phil Rosen. 


Screen play, Anne Morrison Chapin and 
Madeleine Ruthven; from play by J. B. 
Priestly. Photography, J. R. Hunt. At 
the Ideal, N. Y., for two days, Jan. 29 


Running time, 65 mins. 

See eee seweseees Virginia Bruce 
REE 6000060800 0464004400 Conrad Nagei 
COATING, 0 606.0000066ss0%8 Melvyn Douglas 
Freda....eecssseees-Erin O’Brien-Moore 
MNES 4:6 9-5460460060006R8428 b08 Ian Keith 
MUEE Ts 0 0:92000440660600006 Betty Furness 
Pv cnbeenens -+».-Henry Wadsworth 


Miss Mockridge....-.......-Doris Lloyd 


‘Dangerous Corner’ undertakes to 
mix a problem play with a mystery 
drama. The result makes for 
casional excitement but more ofien 
for intentional confusion. It's not 
the sort of film fare that will ap- 


or - 


peal to the average fan to any 
great degree. Movement is too 
slow, suspense not aptly main- 
tained and the batch of characters | 


will hardly arouse sympathy. Qua!l- | 


ity of the production and the per- 
formances uncorked by 
Bruce and 
standounts. 
Picture is kept pretty well within 
the orbit of a stage play, giving th: 
camera little to do but spot 
players as they stand and deliver. 
To overcome this restriction most 
of the players resort to high pres- 
sure emoting, 
ing an outstanding case in point. 
The two endings given the script 
may be of some help in dissipating 
the morbid effect or the earlier sit- 
uations, but to the general run of 
picturegoers this touch may appeal! 
more bewildering than novel. 
‘Dangerous Corner’ takes its title 
line in the script 


ding automobile at life’s danger- 
ous corners. Plot centers around 
the theft of a government bond and 


Virginia | 
Melvyn Douglas are its} 


the | 


Conrad Nagel prov- | 


which | 


what is first believed to be the sui- 

cide of the suspect. Other char- 

icters consist of his partners in a 

| publishing firm, their wives, an em- 
(Virginia Bruce) and a 


| ployee 
English novelist (Doris 


| visiting 
| Lloyd) 
Emotional punch 
the disillusioning 
personaality upon 
the head of the publishing house 
(Nagel) insists, during a_ truth- 
telling seance, that each one tell of 
his or her true relations to the 
dead man. Tale reaches its climax 
when it develops that not only was 
Nagel's wife the sweetheart of the 
| apparent suicide but that the 
jily circle contains a flack of ot! 
| guilty loves. Odec. 


from 
one 
when 


derives 
impact of 
anothe: 
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Brewster’s Millions 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Musical) 


London, Jan. 22 
Dominions production,  re- 
United Artists. Directed 
Freeland, In cast: Jack 
Previewed Prince 
Jan. 21. Run- 


British & 
leased through 
by Thornton 
Buchanan, Lili Damite. 
Edward theatre, London, 
ning time, 83 mins. 


Everybody knows the plot of 
George Barr McCutcheon’s ‘Brew- 
ster’s Millions,’ which was put into 
play form by Winchell Smith. A 
musicalized screen version has been 
made here by Arthur Wimperis, 
Douglas Furber and Ray Noble. 

It is difficult to imagine a more 
perfect vehicle for Jack Buchanan 
—so easy to visualize him in the 
farcical situation of trying to spend 
or lose a couple of million dollars 
and finding everything he invests 
in yielding a handsome profit. Put 
him in the position of financing 
what he believes to be a lousy mu- 
sical show, and surround him with 
enormous quantities of singing and 
dancing beauties. Have him pur- 
chase a gorgeous yacht and take a 
large party to Monte Carlo, then 
on to Italy, there to finance a local 
fiesta, which is produced on a scale 
larger than the town itself. In this 
there is an attempt to duplicate 
the hit of Carioca in ‘Flying Down 
to Rio’—this one called Caranga, 
and done with a large chorus and 
many dancers. 

Native atmosphere here, while ob- 


viously studio shots to the — 
pic- 


ated, would deceive paying 
turegoers. 

Supporting cast throughout. is 
impressively competent. Featured 


West End actors have been en- 
gaged to play character bits, with 
the result every one of these minor 
roles exudes. 

Picture represents ‘Jack’ through- 
out—in a Buchanan and a mone- 
tary sense. It is as near 100% 
film entertainment as can be ex- 
pected for Buchanan is a big draw 
over here and film should please in 
U. 8. too. Jolo. 





PETER 


(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Jan. 10. 


Universa!-Joe Pasternak production, made 
it the Hunnia Studios, Budapest. Adapted 
from Sandor Nadas’ one-act play by Felix 


Joachimson and Janos Vaszary. Directed 
by Herrman Kosterlitz. Music, Nicholas 
trodszky; camera, Istvan Eiben; starring 
Francisca Gaal; featuring Hans Jaray, 
Felix Bressart, Otto Wallburg. First pre- 
sented at the Busch-Kino, Wien. 

(In German) 


A great many difficulties accom- 
panied the making of this picture. 
Karl Lamac, German director, start- 
ed the production, but got word 
from the German Filmkammer that 
if he went on with it he would 
never again get a job in Hitlerdom, 
because too many non-Aryans em- 
ployed on it. When a new director 
had been found, the star, Francy 
Gaal, was taken ill, and production 
stopped for several weeks. 

All complications overcome, 
‘Peter’ promises to be a distinct hit, 
outdoing all previous Francy Gaal 


films. Opening was a roaring suc- 
cess, both from the press and the 
b.o. viewpoint. 

Francy Gaal has the part of 
Eva, 17, and penniless, with a 
srandfather on her hands and 
turned out of their home because 
they can’t pay the rent. She tries 


to earn a living as a street musi- 
cian. In one of the houses she en- 
ters to sing for pennies in the court- 
yard, she encounters a burglar, who 





compels her to exchange clothes 
With him so he can make a get- 
;} away Eva, in male clothes—she 
has no others—sells newspapers, 
rets entangled with a young doc- 
tor, Dpoards his car and causes a 


rccident which brings her 
l|befere the juvenile court. Doctor 
suspecting that the impudent 
little street Arab is a girl, pays the 
fine instead of her and gets Peter, 
alias Eva, a job. Finally Peter is 
lrevealed to be really Eva. 
| some difficulties, she gets the doc- 


} motor ing 


not 





|tor’s girl friend out of the way and 
he marries her. 


A splendid part for Francisca 
Gaal, and it is difficult to decide 
what she does better: the girl or the 


too, and there {is plenty of fun and 
wholesome humor in the story. Kos- 
directing has tempo and 
photography is excep- 


, 

vel Rest of the cast does well, 
| 

| 


terlitz’s 
wriginality, 
tionally fine, and 
Brodszky have already grown popu- 
lar. Jacobi. 
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Fox productior lea Robert T. 
Kane producer Featu Edmund Lowe 
and Victor McLagler Directed by Raoul 
Walsh. Screen play by Borden Chase, 
Noel P ind Lester Cole from novel 
East River,’ by Borden Chase; adapta 
tion Edward J Do} camera Hal 
Mohr and L. W. O'Connell At Astor, 
N. ¥ Feb. 2. Running time. 70 mins 
BROCMOE. cccccececesovees ..- Edmund Lowe 
DOMINO. <ccvncesvececeses ... Victor McLagle 
Pat.. TEeTTTTITTT TTL Florence Rice 
Am) , secevescsesss Marjorie Rambeau 
Nipper Moran.......ee:. : harles Bickford 
Doctor eccwseececeoce Siegfried Rumana 
George Breck...cccccescess Roger Imhof 
BEM ccctcccvcseogsesese , George Walsh 
W ORR! . .ccvececcesooocecs Warner Richmond 
The Kid WTTTiTTT Tree ...Jack Wallace 
Corky coccccecccsecoes ...James Donlan 

McLaglen and Lowe are back 


fighting again, this time as partners 
of a tunnel digging crew. They dig 


their tunnel, at the same time dig- 
sing through a fast action thriller 


of minor proportions that should get 
its fair share of coin at the b.o.’s, 
especially where male audiences 
predominate. 

There's a lot of novelty in the 
setting, which probably makes it 
okay that the old formula plot was 
applied to it. Lowe and McLaglen 
are heads of a team of sand hogs 
breaking through from Brooklyn to 
New York. Charles Bickford is 
head of another team working the 
other way. There's bitter rivalry be- 
tween the two teams and personal 
animosity between McLaglen and 
Bickford. 

Marjorie Rambeau is a tough gal 
friend of McLaglen’s,. but McLaglen 
and Lowe both fall for Florence 
Rice, a newspaper reporter who does 
a feature yarn on the men who build 
tunnels. There’s a minor eruption, 
naturally, which threatens to break 
up the team. Then an accident in 
the tunnel, McLaglen risks his life 
to save Lowe, does, but comes out 
with a gimp. That almost loses the 
race and the battle, but Lowe 
takes charge, pushes through, and 
both teams get to the center of the 
river at the same time. McLaglen 
comes back to take charge long 
enough to beat up Bickford and re- 
gain the respect of his men. 

Okay enough for that kind of 
yarn, especially since played to the 
hilt for action and speed. Cast all 
through is excellent, direction is 
A-1, and production up to standard. 

Kauf. 


Secret of the Chateau 


Universal production and release. Feae 
tures Claire Dodd, Clark Williams, William 
Faversham, Osgood Perkins, Ferdinand 
Gottschalk. ° Directed by Richard Thorpe. 
Story, L. G. Blochman; continuity, Harry 
Behn; screen play, Al De Mond; camera, 
Robert Planck. Cast includes Alice White, 
Jack LaRue, George E. Stone, DeWitt 
Jennings, Helen Ware, Frank Reicher, 
Alphonze Ethier, Paul Nicholson, Olaf 
Hyten, Cecil Elliott, Tony Merlo, Frank 
Thornton, At Arena, N. Y., two days, 
Jan. 29. Running time, 65 mins. 


Thin; creaky plot and slow move- 
ment almost negates the value of 
some good acting here. Can hold 
up as the fronter on a double, but 
not real strength. 

Story gets off to an intolerably 
long premise about a girl book 
thief and a young chap who has 
just inherited a Gutenberg bible. 
Nothing to heat up the pulse in an 
old book, but it’s made the objec- 
tive. Allusions to Prahec, a sensa- 
tional book thief whom Ferdinand 
Gottschalk is anxious to catch, but 
the first two reels leaves the cn- 
looker unmoved, Young accum- 
plice, Jack LaRue, makes Claire 
Dodd go after the book. She rebels 
because she has fallen in love with 
Clark Williams, who has fallen heir 
to the book. 

They and a number of others 
spend the night in a chateau with 
everyone supposedly on the make 
for the book. Film tries to whip up 
some _ suspense with’ runnings 
around, tolling bells and shadows on 
walls, but even when the executor 
of the estate is murdered there is 
nothing to get excited about. Got- 
tschalk delivers much dialog, de- 
signed to show how clever he is, 
unto boredom. Finally Helen Ware 
is killed, and quite accidentally it 
is discovered that a supposed book 
expert is none other than the 
mythical Prahec. It’s all clipped out 
from old patterns and it is badly 
put together. 

Miss Dodd and Williams have lit- 
tle to do, their love being subordi- 
nate to the crime. Osgood Perkins 
is wasted as a mysterious butler 
and Stone is unable to make any- 
thing of an extraneous character, 
apparently written in for comedy. 
Alice White, also in for laughs, is 
no more successful. Gottschalk 
plays interestingly an uninteresting 
character. The others seldom come 


to the surface. It’s all pretty flat. 
Chic. 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

‘Grand Exit,’ original by Gene 


Towne and Graham Baker, has been 


sold to Columbia 


Universal has bought ‘Delay In 
the Sun,’ by Anthony Thorne, as a 
co-starrer for Binnie Barnes and 
Frank Lawton. 

Elizabeth Holding’s Cosmo mag 


varn, ‘The Bride Comes Home,’ has 
been taken by Paramount as a 
starrer for Claudette Colbert. 
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House Reviews 





EMBASSY, N. Y. 


ither handled or built it all up dif- 
ecuatiy. Of the two compilations 
here this week, U's runs 942 min- 
utes while Pathe’s is a little shorter 
842 minutes. 

The balance of the newsreel show 
{ncludes nothing of particular im- 
portance, among major clips beings 
gas famine in Mexico City (U); 
Lloyd George's pronouncement for 
a New Deal for England (Fox); 
Roosevelt birthday parties (Hearst), 
world Boy Scout jamboree in Aus- 
tralia (Par), exodus from the Saar 
(Par), Senator Borah on defeat of 
the world court (Fox), and a clip 
that is mildly humorous in which 
Rep. Gassoway of Oklahoma, dolled 
up in cowboy togs, .tells what he 
thinks of Congress. Char. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Bill trots through 58 mins., total- 
ing up into rather unexciting enter- 
tainment. Four acts, first of which 
fa oke opener, Honey Family, evenly 
mixed sextette in six mins..of thor- 
ough tumbling and teeterboarding. 
Act is established in Balto memory, 
@s are all the turns this week. 
Honeys were nicely received. 

Deuce delegated to Al Nord and 
Jeanne, that’s the gal midget and 

lephantine roly-poly man _ act: 

Then he plays his banjo, and when 
the tiny girl sings and dances, it’s 
oke, But: the large portion of the 
nine-min. act is composed of old 
Gags that didn’t get a laugh. 

Pat Rooney and Pat III next for 
that same old turn, Their dancing 
is still excellent. 

Timbergs, pere and fils, follow. 
‘Unlike the Rooneys, they don't chat- 
ter so much about past deeds, but 
start without seeking sentimental 
support from audiences: Shrewd in 
having plenty assistants, two men 
and a gal. Herman, Sr., proved he 
could decisively rock ’'em once he 
got going, but it took too long to 
start. A portion of the first-half of 
act could be clipped. As is, the lat- 
ter part of act suppliesa meat and 
meaning. Junior Timberg comes on 
first in fright costumes and make- 
up and does okay for himself. The 
oldster, however, holds everything 
up and, when things lag too much, 
can always fall back upon a couple 
of eccentric hoofing steps to remedy 
matters and gain a fresh start. 

In an afterpiece the Rooneys re- 
turn and gang up with the Timbergs 
for some okay horse-play and hoof- 
ing. Crowd gave the fathers and 
sons a hearty hallo upon their exit. 
Between”’em, the Rooneys and Tim- 
bergs exacted 43 mins. 

Screen feature is ‘Clive of India’ 
(UA). There are, further, the usual 
Metro clips, plus the initial ‘March 
of Time’ reel. Biz n.s.h. at the first 
performance, Friday. 


COLISEUM, N. Y. 


Eddy-Burston’s pit orchestra is 
doing much in lending an air of 
liveliness to the shows here. Acts 
strike home better and the general 
running schedules dissolve into 
smooth entertainment. Burston’s 
opening arrangement of ‘Blue Moon’ 
fs very good and the same standard 
of music is maintained throughout. 

This week's stage department 
utilizes 68 minutes. Twenty min- 
utes of this is given over to Jack 
Pepper and his musical stooges, who 
gave the audience really something 
to laugh at. 

Mann, Robinson and Martin, dance 
specialists, on first. First of this 
threesome a standout, being an ex- 

ert in rubber-legs rhythm. He 

rills it into the audience, too, with 
a couple of solo numbers. A fourth 
member sings and plays a bit. Goss 
and Barrows deuce for ten minutes 
of light patter and music. Girl ac- 
quires a case of hiccoughs which is 
used to sound off most of the gags. 

Keller Sisters and Lynch stood too 
close to the mike with the result 
that their songs came out harshly. 
Also there is a marked tendency to 
become too faithful to this instru- 
ment and forget all about their indi- 
vidual personalities. This item no- 
ticed here, even when the trio was 
going strongest. Encored, though, 
with a peppy hill-billy yodel. 

Pepper’s contingent of five insane 
comics are on next to closing. Mu- 
sicians, in crazy garb, bang away at 
popular tunes and break up every- 
thing in sight. When they did set- 
tle on a tune, it was oke. Show's 
laughs all confined to this act. Five 
Hustries, wire artists with a circus 
background, finish. Group disbands 
for various difficult stunts and each 
one gathering rewards. Climax has 
the whole assembly perched out in 
space at the same time. 

‘Romance in Manhattan’ 
on the screen. 


STATE, N. Y. 


George Jessel and Lita Gray 
Chaplin vie for honors in the stage 
fare this week. Comedian appears 
early in the show and is prominent 
in’ the 70-minute run _ thereafter. 
Mostly informal repartee and all of 
it of click calibre. Strange, though, 


(Continued from page 





(Radio) 





that both he and Miss Chaplin use 
numbers from ‘As Thousands Cheer’ 
is their main dishes. 

Maximo, wire artist, is first. 
Decked out in top hat and tails he 
roes through a fast set of balance 
feats. Later he presents a rumba 
in the air and then finishes his of- 
fering with a drunk bit. Then into 
Jessel’'s initial appearance. Where 
his mother used to figure so much in 
chatter, his uncle is on here. 
This relation helps him out in in- 
itroducing the show. 

Stone and Lee are third for in- 
formal assortment of gags and non- 
sense. Girl does sit down to a piano 
finally, while her pariner plays the 
trombone. Not for long, however, as 
the two are up into a dance and 
song which is used as a closing fin- 
ish. 

Miss Chaplin is in for three 
songs. Still uses two pianists 
for class, and also the mike. Now 
in full control. of her low-pitched 
voice, this songstress injects a lively 
interlude to the evening. ‘Harlem 
on My Mind,’ out of ‘Cheer,’ was 
her best. Jessel back in view after 
an encore, and staying this time 
to dip into topical events at double- 
speed. Made mention of his radio 
appearances and ribbing the spon- 
sor. He was strong, as usual. 
Adair and Richards, in ‘living 
Jewels,’ close.. Ten people in the 
flash, with the billed team disporting 
in waltzes and adagios. 

‘The Mighty Barnum’ (U.A.) on the 
screen. Good house. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


There’s plenty of variety and 
popular entertainment in ‘Cham- 
pagne Cocktail,’ the unit put to- 
gether for this one, engagement at 
the Academy. Much of it is the 
type that will appeal to steady 
patrons of the house. It still smacks 
considerably of vaudeville. 

Presentation seems a_ bit top 
heavy on dancing with Duke Mc- 
Hale on three times for tap num- 
bers, Lewis and Moore doing knock- 
about comedy stepping and Merrial 
Brian doing two appearances. Open- 
ing is with line of 10 comely girls, 
and McHale talking an introduc- 
tion, and then going into his dance. 
Whole affair is in front of house pit 
band, which, as usual distracts 
slightly from effectiveness of actual 
stage proceedings. 

Nan Wynne, wearing stunning 
clothes, is the voice of the show. 
Two songs before the mike were 
effective enough to please this audi- 


his 





ence. After her initial dance rou- 
tine, Miss Brian returns in the 
finale to do an acrobatic while 


garbed largely in blue paint. 
flashy and graceful affair. 

This McHale lad is plenty strong 
with his tapping. If he were six 
inches taller, his dancing would ap- 
pear 50 percent more graceful. Even 
so, he clicks in handy fashion. 

Lewis and Moore came close to 
being outstanding at the Friday 
night show. Their patter fits this 
house nicely, and the fast clowning 
steps get plenty of response. 

Paul Sydel adds novelty to unit 
by offering three dogs in balancing 
tricks. The canines worked in easy 
style with Sydel, without the usual 
stalling in act of this sort. 

Bob Hall gets top billing. His 
extemporaneous singing caught on 
with the audience largely because 
of his fast delivery. 

It is only natural that the unit 
should appear draggy because it was 
hurriedly put together. Undoubtedly 
it will be cut and speeded up for 
subsequent showings. 

Macklin Megley is credited with 
being producer. 

Stage show runs 45 minutes. 
‘Romance in Manhattan’ (Radio) on 
screen. Fair house. 


ALVIN, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Value of an m.c. to type of pres- 
entation Alvin has been dishing out 
has never been more apparent, par- 
ticularly with an m.c. of Ed Lowry’s 
calibre. What's more, he’s a name 
locally, having planted himself firm- 
ly here at the Stanley several sea- 
sons ago during a long-term stay, 
and through subsequent appear- 
ances on several other occasions. 

One of the remaining m.c.’s who 
can still command big dough, 
Lowry’s still a saving to Alvin. He 
takes probably the most economical 
show management has booked here, 
and makes it look great, seizing 
upon every showmanly trick to pick 
up the loose ends and keep the thing 
on the move. It’s not an easy job, 
but Lowry does it without much 
trouble. 

His opening reception, even from 
a house that wasn't too comfortably 
filled, indicated they still have a 
warm spot for him here. He's in 
only for two weeks. Got things off 
immediately with a chorus routine 
and then right into Paul Gordon, 
who clicks with some expert bi- 
eycling. Lowry’s still using that 
telephone bit he had in his recent 
Loew unit and it’s good for laughs 
all the way through. 

Belle Tiffany, formerly of Tiffany 
Twins and now doing a single, fol- 
lowed. A looker, decked in attrac- 


It’s a 








tive blue pajamas, she contributes 





some nice enough, but ordinary 
hoofology, Lowry helping her cinch 
it by going into a dance with her. 
Gags it nicely with a pseudo-trick 
knee, and when stage ork contin- 
ues to clamor for more, he invites 
them down, whereupon Condos and 
Allen, who have been stationed on 
platform all through, accept the 
challenge and go into a speedy rou- 
tine that dovetails the entire num- 
ber together. 

Production number next, with 
girls as Sherlocks accusing Lowry 
individually and collectively of the 
crime and carrying him boldly off 
stage at finish. Bobby Pincus, with 
blonde Helen Grant for a partner, 
over neatly with his knockabout 
hoke and the gal taking the bumps 
and dishing ‘em out, too, just a lit- 
tle more often than seemed neces- 
sary. 

For his next-to-closing specialty, 
Lowry brought on Bernie Arm- 
strong, house organist, as his ac- 
companist at one of those miniature 
pianos and socked cleanly with a 
number of songs he has popularized 
here and become associated with in 
past. Goes into ‘Cavalcade of Blues’ 
and moves off to make way for line 
in one of those blues fantasies that 
would have been twice as effective 
had it been only half as_ long. 
Lowry’s on at the finish warbling 
the last chorus at the curtain. 

Picture ‘Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ (U). Cohen. 


United Artists, L. A. 


(FRANK ORTH CRAZY SHOW) 
Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 


This downtown acer, which has 
been pretty much of an operation 
headache, both under United Ar- 
tists and Fox West-Coast manage- 
ment, blossomed out today with a 
somewhat different type of stage 
show, in conjunction with two first- 
run pictures. Labelled ‘Frank 
Orth’s Crazy Show.’ It’s a combina- 
tion of burlesque, vaude and pres- 
entation, with some of it corking 
entertainment and other portions 
not so forte. 


Orth has the stage on a per- 
centage arrangement and supplies 
a weekly change of fare, with him- 
self officiating as emcee, and his 
wife, Ann Codee, aiding materially. 
In fact, she’s on just a trifle more 
than Orth. 


Opening performance this after- 
noon was a bit ragged in spots, and 
ran a full 10 minutes overtime, but 
there’s plenty of room for prun- 
ing, and Orth should have no 
trouble getting the bill down to a 
snappy 40 minutes, where it ought 
to click solidly. 


Action takes place all over the 
house, with an opening gag from 
the loges; candy butchers running 
up and down the aisles, interrupt- 
ing the performers on stage; other 
members of the unit pull the audi- 
ence interruption stunt. And they 
even have Al Klein to interpret 
some of Miss Codee’s French dialog. 


Most of it is pretty hokey, and 
there are a few spots that will have 
to be toned down. Blackouts are 
mostly new, and the introduction 
of the Ramsdell Dancers (10), an 
attractive looking bunch of femmes 
for three different routines, gives 
the performance a touch of the 
presentation style. 

Miss Codee, Sir Geofrey Hale, 
comedy vocalist, and an unpro- 
grammed femme from the line, with 
a routine of high kicking and 
monopedic stepping, garnered most 
of the applause. Orth mixes com- 
edy with his introductions and also 
participates in a couple of the 
blackouts. Klein works all over 
the house, in the audience, sitting 
on the foots and on stage, adding 
to the galety. 

Little Billy, midget comic, and 
Phoebe Brune, comedienne, also 
garner laffs, and Leon Domke elec- 
trifies with a piano rendition that 
displays both technique and experi- 
ence, 

There's no attempt at cohesion 
during the unfolding of the vari- 
ous types of entertainment. Rams- 
dell steppers open with a some- 
what risque Can-Can; follow with 
a sort of South Sea Island routine, 
and wind up with some bizarre 
garbing and stepping. Will Pryor 
ork in pit does a medley overture 
that fits in oke. 

Screen has ‘Trans-Atlantic Merry - 
Go-Round’ (UA); ‘Mystery Woman’ 
(ox) and shorts to fill. Edwa, 


HIPPODROME, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 1. 

Jack Benny {ts piling ’em right up 
to the eaves. He is handling the 
m.c, ministrations and doing, in the 
round, some 27 mins. Comes on at 
conclusion of the second turn, keeps 
the mob on edge right through to 
conclusion, 

Aside from his suave observations 
when working single, he has the 
Three Chicken Sisters, lampooners 
of all femme harmony trios, to 
stooge for him. The gals and he 
bounce back and forth some bright 
badinage, then they shift over to 
their parodied warbling and hold the 
show in its tracks. Mary Living- 
stone also around, and makes Benny 
the stooge. She resorts to much of 
her established type of radio ma- 
terial, such as composing and recit- 
ing dotty poems. 

Benny is a master ad _ Ilibber, 
shooting across the foots at this 








Strike Threat Dwindles 
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producers in the code negatiations. 
At that time the studios stated that 
there was no place in the film code 
for such regulation, give these de- 
mands and more, 

Angle as to the NRA feature is 
that three of the members of the 
producers’ side of the five-five com- 
mittee that debated actor-studio re- 
lations for the code and turned the 
players down were also on the 
Academy producer-writer commit- 
tee that recommended the new 
regulations. 

Despite the nature of the pro- 
posed new setup, which admittedly 
is chiefly in favor of the actor, the 
Screen Actors’ Guild finds several 
flaws in them, mainly on the intent 
of the producers in offering such 
concessions at this time. In official 
statements, the Guild brands the 
contracts as exchanging ‘one bad 
check for another’ and questions 
the power of the Academy to en- 
force the regulations. 

A review of the suggested con- 
tract for week-by-week players and 
regulations for day players gives 
the impression that the Academy 
committee had the brief of the five- 
and-five actors, which was sent to 
Washington, at their right hand. It 
would then seem as if the producers 
willingly granted all of the demands 
and went the Guild a few points 
better. 

Following are some of the 
changes made in the existing con- 
tract and its additional conces- 
sions: 

The so-called ‘deal contract’ will 
be eliminated. This is the supple- 
mental contract to the original 
standard pact which allows a studio 
to set a lump sum for an engage- 
ment, irrespective of the time spent 
on the job. One picture employ- 
ment can only be offered under the 
new agreement on a day-to-day 
basis or with a guarantee of at 
least a week's employment on the 
weekly minimum contract form. 
Only exception is that actors re- 
eeiving $40,000 or more per picture 
may make any type of contract they 
wish. 

Assured 12-Hour Rest 

The clause protecting the actor 
on weekly contract against being 
required to return within 12 hours 
after dismissal for the day is also 
in the new document. As a further 
enforcement measure, if a producer 
requests an actor to return within 
12 hours and the player does so, the 
latter gets a full day’s pay addi- 
tionally. 

In computing the 12-hour rest 
period the 24 hours constituting 
Sunday will be eliminated entirely, 
unless the actor works on Sunday, 
or unless he has been off for one or 
more periods of at least 26 hours 
consecutively during the week. 

Day players will be paid for con- 
secutive days, Sundays and holi- 
days excepted, unless they work on 
such days, from the beginning of 
the engagement whether or not 
they actually work every day. If 
the producer terminates the en- 
gagement and then calls the actor 
back for further scenes, the actor 
will be paid for any intervening 
time during which he was available 
and did not work. Only exception 
will be in connection with retakes, 
process and trick shots, etc., for 
which the actor will be paid only 
for the days he works. 

Actors on weekly contracts will 
not have to work on legal holidays, 
but will receive these holidays with 
pay, plus the 12-hour rest period. 

The new minimum contract will 
continue the existing provision that 





catching a pair of nifties conceived 
on spur of moment when actions of 
audience afforded an opening and 
motivation. Rest of his monolog 
also relievingly fresh and original 
in its humor, cracking about town’s 
idiosyncrasies, Hauptmann § trial, 
World Court question, ete. 

Understood that at opening show, 
Benny couldn't get off, impeding the 
start of the logical closer, Liazeed 
Arabs. So, thereafter, house had the 
headliner closing, using the simple 
expedient of lowering the screen and 
going into the feature, ‘Carnival’ 
(Col), to whisk him off. 

After the Liazeeds open with 7 
mins. of fine tumbling and pyramid- 
ing, a dance-flash, Lew Duthers, 
Jean and Joan, follows. Strictly 
hoofing and turn strives diligently, 
but sums up just fairly effective. A 
modest little act, but badly in need 
of a new backdrop. 

John Fogarty is sandwiched into 
the elongated Benny turn. The 
tenor’s usual nine-minute chore had 
to be ballooned to 13 minutes, and 
even then he pleaded off with diffi- 
culty,. A male.assists him at the 
piano. ax : 





the weekly salary is for a six-day 
week, with the player entitled to an 
additional one-sixth of a week's 
pay if required to work on Sunday, 
But the new contract will spe- 
cifically provide that when the 
actor works the six days and re- 
ceives the one day off it will be a 
full 24 hours plus the regular 12- 
hour rest period. 

All freelance players have the 
privilege of settling controversies 
with studios over employment or 
conditions by the Actors’ Adjust- 
ment Committee of the Academy, 
regardless of whether they are 
members or not. While this hag 
been heretofore compulsory upon 
both parties, the new contract 
makes it compulsory only on the 
producer and leaves it optional with 
the player. 

Whenever an actor takes an en- 


-gagement on a daily basis he will 


also specify the rate at which he is 
willing to work by the week. This 
gives the producer. the option of 
converting the’ arrangement to a 
weekly basis and can be retroactive 
to seven .days. However, it does 
not deprive the actor of any pay 
earned in overtime. 
Lay-Off Period Eliminated 

The clause in the current day 
player. agreement allowing the 
studios to arrange a four-hour lay- 
off period during the day is elimi- 
nated from the new document. This 
means that employment by the day 
must be continuous on an eight- 
hour basis and eliminates the prac- 
tice of using an actor for, say, four 
hours, then laying him off for four 
and using him four hours. later. 
Such utilization of 12 hours will 
now call for four hours overtime. 

Under the new contract, whenever 
a weekly pact as submitted by a 
producing company is signed by the 
player and returned by noon of the 
next day it becomes automatically 
binding on the company without 
the producer's signature. 

When an actor working by the 
day is compelled to report early for 
elaborate makeup, the time. of 
makeup and wardrobe will be piid 
for as straight salary, in excess of 
one hour. 

Under the new day player terms, 
verbal calls cannot be canceled 
after noon of the day preceding the 
engagement. Before then the call 
can be terminated by either side, 
but afterward the actor will receive 
at least one day’s work whether 
working or not. Only exception is 


that the actor may receive & 
‘weather permitting’ call. 
The ‘on or about’ phrase as to 


starting date in a contract will 
hereafter mean 24 hours either be- 
fore or after instead of the 48 hours 
as formerly. Also a studio cannot 
hold an actor on location for more 
than 24 hours without beginning his 
salary. 

In statements criticizing the pro- 
posed contract and regulations, the 
Screen Actors’ Guild challenges the 
intent of the producers in making 
the concessions and states that the 
pact does not eliminate all that the 
organization has termed ‘evils in 
studio-actor relationship.’ 

Enforcement Challenged 

Guild charges that under the pro- 
posed setups the terms for day 
players are ‘worse than at present’; 
that there are no means of en- 
forcing the provisions; that the 
Call Bureau is not to be abolished, 
as it demanded, and that there is 
no assurance that the producers 
will not request actors to waive the 
rules. 

In its analysis of the proposed 
paets the Guild claims: 

That while the Guild demands a 
representative actor body to en- 
force agreements that under the 
Academy supervision of the con- 
tracts no such enforcement exists. 

The Guild asks for disinterested 
arbitration with the actor to pick 
the organization to act for him as 
against the proposal for Academy 
arbitration or none. 

That the day player is not pro- 
tected by a written contracts but 
only by the rules of the Academy, 
subject to change at any time, 
which gives a studio the oppor- 
tunity to duck such oral deals up 
to noon of the preceding day. 

That while the Guild asks for full 
pay for. traveling to and from loca- 
tion, Academy setup only allows for 
half pay. 

Screen Actors Guild added 14 new 
members last week. 

They are Helen Hayes, Sidney 
Blackmer, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
Fred Astaire, Flizabeth Patterson, 
Colin Clive, Russell Hicks, William 
Gargan, Warren Hymer, Matt 
McHugh, Mitchell and Durant, 
Emma Dunn and Robert Light. 
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PRICE - CUTTING 
RILES PITT 
INDIES 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Headaches aplenty piling up on 
local distributors as a result of 
downtown price-cutting war. Indie 
exhibitors are screaming, all de- 
scending upon the exchanges this 
week with demands for reduced 
rentals. 

What's more, indies threaten to 
double feature every picture played 
by the Penn and Fulton, only two 
houses thus far to send scale down- 
ward. Whole thing comes, too, just 
at a time when distributors had 
managed to eliminate 10c adult 
matinees in the nabes and tilt the 
tariff a nickel. 

Now there’s no telling what addi- 
tional reprisals the indies will make, 
what with their backs to the wall. 
Opinion is general here that there'll 
be a 5c ticket locally before long. 

Only house to date to counter 
Penn’s price-cutting is Mort Shea's 
Fulton, a straight picture site, where 
admission has been reduced from 
40 to 25c. Despite scale of Alvin 
two doors away, 40c with a stage 
show, too, Fulton has maintained a 
similar price right along, managing 
to hold its own with a decent break 
in pictures, but move of Penn, in 
game block, was too much. 

WB apparently waiting to see 
what happens at its ace site, Stan- 
ley, where ‘Right to Live’ dnd 
George Givot and Ina Ray Hutton 
are playing this week at 60c against 
‘Biography of a Bachelor Girl’ and 
‘Casino De Paree’ unit at Penn at 
40c. Even Penn's loge seats, which 
have customarily brought 15c high- 
er than regular tariff, are going for 


40c. Only raise is in Saturday 
prices, when top goes to 55c at 
night. WB making no move so far 


at Warner either, where scale stays 
at 40c for dual features. 

Warners in a different position 
here than the Penn, since a down- 
town cut will affect entire circuit 
operation in this district, with par- 
ticular reference to subsequent run 
nabes operated by WB. Would mean 
a downward revision all along the 
line. Loew’s has only the one house, 
Penn, here. 

In meantime, Harris’ Alvin also 
sticks at 40c for combo bills, but 
with only a split of U and Fox flick- 
ers to choose from and no chance 
of snaring the stage names Penn 
can grab. 


POLL L. A. FILM FANS 
ON PIX ADVERTISING 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

RKO Hillstreet is conducting a 
poll of {ts patrons to ascertain the 
best mediums of newspaper adver- 
tising. Patrons are asked to desig- 
nate on a printed card the news- 
paper in which they are most likely 
to see the theatre’s announcements, 
and also to indicate in what section 
of the city or territory they reside. 

Newspaper poll will be followed 
later by a similar quiz into radio 
mediums. 


L. A. House Breaks with 
Union, Boothmen Walk 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Failure of Harry Popkin, operat- 
ing the Million Dollar (downtown 
subsequent run), to come to terms 
with musicians and stage hands 
wpon resuming vaude at the house 

t Thursday, caused a walkout of 
union projectionists, who have been 
manning the booth for a number of 
months. 

Overtures are still under way for 
@n amicable adjustment of the labor 
eontroversy. 


DUBINSKY BLDG. NEAR K. 0. 
Kansas City, eb. 4. 

First theatre building activity in 
this territory for a number of years 
1s the Dubinsky Bros. starting on a 

ew cinema in Jefferson City, Mo. 

ouse will have a seating capacity 
of 1,270, ready by May 1. 

The Miller, also Dubinskys, will 
be closed as soon as the new house 
s ready and will be kept closed 
uring the Dubinsky lease, which 
expires Feb. 1, 1986. Dubinskys con- 
tinue to operate the Gem. 




















$95,000 JUDGMENT 


Confessed by Denver Orph Co. in 
Favor of Stadium Theatres 


Denver, Feb. 4. 








Without contest, judgment for 
$95,000 against the Denver Orpheum 
Co. and in favor of the Stadium 
Theatres Corp. was entered in the 
Denver district court. The judg- 
ment was obtained on two notes ex- 
ecuted in 1932 by the Orpheum Corp. | 
to the Orpheum Circuit, Inec., and 
later indorsed to the Keith-Albee- | 
Orpheum Corp., and still later to | 
Stadium Theatres, organized to take | 
over certain assets of the R-K-O 
concern. One of the notes was for 
$87,104.59, plus interest, and the 


other for $120.33. The request for 
judgment was made to get the notes 
on record as a recognized claim. <At- 
torneys for the Denver Orpheum 
company confessed judgment. The 
company is now in the hands of a 
receiver. 

The Orpheum theatre is being op- 
erated by Harry Huffman, who has 
a contract to buy the theatre at 
about $500,000. It cost, including 
real estate, about $1,250,000 when 
built two years ago. Huffman is 
buying from the bondholders. 


Indie Ultraphone, 
Widely Used in N. W., 


Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

Cinema Supplies, Ine., local 
manufacturers and distributors of 
Ultraphone, independent sound 
equipment widely employed by the- 
atres throughout this territory, and 
Theodore Karatz, its president, 
were found guilty in federal district 
court here of contempt of court for 
‘wilfully’ and ‘unlawfully’ violating 
the court’s restraining order issued 
Jan, 7 against the sale and distribu- 


tion of amplifiers which Western 
Electric alleges infringe on its 
patents. Sentence will be _ pro- 


nounced by Judge G. H. Nordbye on 
Feb. 11 when the court will hear 
Western Electric’s motion for a 
temporary injunction to restrain the 
further manufacture and sale of 
Ultraphone sound equipment that 
includes an amplifier and loud- 
speaker claimed to infringe on 10 
patents owned by ERPI. 

While finding Cinema Supplies 
and Karatz guilty of contempt, the 
court, however, vacated the tempo- 
rary restraining order of Jan. 7 
because of the difficulty that would 
beset them in pursuance of their 
business, if it remained in effect. 
The judge pointed out that the re- 
straining order might greatly dis- 
turb theatre owners so that they 
might become unduly apprehensive 
in dealing with any supply house 
for merchandise when it appears 
that such supply house is being re- 
strained for alleged patent infringe- 
ments, which would work injury to 
the defendants. 

At the same time, Cinema Sup- 
plies was required to post a $750 
bond and to assure the court that, 
pending the Feb, 11 hearing and the 
decision thereon, it will not engage 
in further manufacture or sales of 
alleged infringing sound equopment. 
It is permitted to make repairs for 
theatres in the ordinary course of 
business to amplifiers which it or 
other houses installed. 


F.H.A. Calls on Nation’s 


Screens for Propaganda 


Washington, Feb. 4. 

Nationwide campaign to secure 
exhibitor co-operation in presenting 
series of shorts ballyhooing Federal 
home modernization campaign was 
launched last week by the Federal 
Housing Administration. 

Complimenting theatre-owners for 
past assistance, F.H.A. asked 15,000 
exhibs about their willingness to 
screen contemplated series of short 
subjects, described as ‘entertaining 
as well as educational.’ Conferences 
with at least one producer are un- 
der way as preliminary to the bally- 
hoo drive. 

Co-operation of exhibs has been 
encouraging, Administrator James 
A. Moffett said in announcing new 
move. Thousands of booklets ex- 
plaining the operations of the Gov- 
ernment agency have been distri- 
buted through film houses and a 
trailer produced by National Screen 
Service has been widely used in get- 
ting across the idea of home im- 
provement and Government assist- 
ance to home-owners. 

Support of M.T.P.O.A. has been 
pledged by Ed Kuykendall, while 
indie theatre-owner groups have as- 
sured Government of willingness to 
aid the propaganda movement, 
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Two-Timing 





Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Indie exhib, with a  25c. 
has figured a way to beat 
the proposed state amusement 


grate, 


tax on admissions over 20c., 
as asked by Gov. Merriam in 
his budget message. 

Exhib says he'll split his 
shows in two parts, charging 
lie. for initial admish, then 
have cashiers pass through au- 
dience for reloads at a dime 
for those wantine to see bal- 


ance of program. 


SY’CUSE CHANGES ITS 
MIND ABOUT 15c LOW 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 4. 

Major circuits have concluded it 
was a mistake when, in a bid for 
new business, they slashed the mati- 
nee minimum in Syracuse houses to 
15e. After some weeks with that 
price policy, RKO Keith's and Loew's 
State have reverted to the old 25c. 
figure, while the RKO Paramount 
and the RKO Strand have re-estab- 
lished the 20c price. 

Loew’s State was responsible for 
the drop to 15c, the circuit figuring 
that it would build matinee business 
at the expense of the neighborhoods 
and downtown low-priced opposi- 
tion. RKO met the move by a simi- 
lar competitive scale at its three 
houses, only Schine’s Eckel persist- 
ing in the 25c price. 

General experience of all houses 
trying the cut tariff was that most 
matinee patrons who had been pay- 
ing a quarter to sit downstairs 
saved a dime by buying balcony 
seats, and that new patronage was 
slight. 

On the heels of that, one of the 
local dailies asked what sort of 
showmanship was it that made two 
‘A’ films, first run, available at 
prices comparable to nickelodeon 
days. 

Quietly, and with no publicity, the 
25c price was restored. 


INDIE OPS. FIGURE TO 
CASH IN ON COUGHLIN 


Minneapolis, Feb. 4. 

Group of North Minneapolis indie 
nabe houses will meet Townsend 
pension club meetings and Father 
Coughlin Sunday radio talks oppo- 
sition in novel manner. 

Townsend clubs will be invited to 
hold meetings in theatres gratis, 
with show to be deferred until after 
session is over. For the Coughlin 
lectures they will install radios and 
stop screen performance while talk 
is on the ether. 


Deusern Lights Carthay 
In L. A. on Deal with F-WC 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Deal has been set by Charles P. 
Skouras whereby the Fox-West 
Coast Carthay Circle, long dark, 
will be reopened shortly with Ray 
Deusern installed to operate on a 
percentage arrangement. Policy will 
be outstanding stage and screen at- 
tractions that will not conflict with 
other F-WC houses in the surround- 
ing districts. 

Deusern for years was manager 
of the circuit’s Loew’s State opera- 
tion and more recently ran the Wil- 
shire, Santa Monica, as an inde- 
pendent venture. 
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N. W. Indies Given “Time’ 
Reel After Terms’ Squawk 
Feb. 4. 

| $Surprise development in the ter- 
ritory has been the selling of ‘March 
of Time, away from the Publix cir- 
cuit. Subject is going to inde- 
pendents in practically all spots. 

In Minneapolis ‘Time’ special goes 
into W. A. Steffes’ 350-seat World 
theatre and in St. Paul into the 400- 
seat Berger Amusement Co.'s 
World. Monogram (F.D.) exchange 
here is distributing. 

‘Time’ representatives were here 
trying first to make a deal with 
Publix, but when the latter 
quibbled on terms, First Division 
decided to throw the subject over 
to the indies. 


Skouras Rounds Up 
F-WC Operators for 
Look Into New Deal 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 


Spyros Skouras, who arrived here 
Wednesday on his first Coast trip in 
some months, called in all operating 
heads and partners of Skouras Bros. 
in Fox-West Coast subsidiary oper- 
ations, for a series of confabs. Most 
of the sessions were devoted to dis- 
cussion of operation plans under 
the new Skouras 10-year operation 
deal of F-WC. 

Present from out of town were 
E. L. Alperson of New York, circuit 
film buyer; Elmer C. Rhoden, oper- 
ator in the Kansas City territory; 
H. J. Fitzpatrick of Milwaukee; Al 
Finkelstein and Frank Newman of 
Seattle; Arch Bowles, Charles Thall 
and Richard Spier of San Francisco, 

Skouras plans to start east early 
this week, after having affixed his 
signature to certain papers in con- 
nection with the final washup of the 
F-WC bankruptcy, and the transfer 
of the assets of the defunct circuit 
to National Theatres Corp. 


Minneapolis 








VAN PRAAG ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
M. M. Van Praag, general sales 
manager for National Screen Ser- 
vice, here from New York. 
It’s his first Coast visit since last 
fall. 


+. 


Chi Tab Times Cuts Under Other 
Dailies in Setting 15c Line Ad Rate 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Chicago Times, daily tab, going 
after amusement ads with a new 


active policy under the direction of 
Ted Weber, newly appointed chief 
of amusements. Times this week 
starts a classified picture advertise- 
ment page, selling space at lic a 
line, with theatres permitted to take 
as little as one line daily. Weekly 
charge for one line is one buck. 

With this new price setup, the 
Times jumped into the amusement 
ad lead as far as completeness is 
concerned, starting with almost 200 
theatres in its classified directory. 
B.&K., Warners, which have been 
using display space for their top 
houses, have contracted for all their 
theatres, putting the minor nabe 
houses into the Times section at 
one line each. Essaness theatres 
have signatured for three lines 
apiece. 

Times is devoting a special sec- 
tion to amusements on Sundays. Its 
15¢c line rate compares with rates 
of 70c to $1.05 in the other rags. 
Daily last week hit a new circulae 
tion high of 220,000. 





Aline McMahon’s Story 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Warners has bought ‘Living Up to 
Lizzie,’ Satevepost yarn by Lillian 
Day, for Aline McMahon. , 














MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY. CALIF. 

















FRED ALLEN Says 
“The Murals of Gus and 
Andy’s SOMERSET RES- 
TAURANT represent George 
Givot’s life.” 

How you like that one Givot? 
































Palace Theatre Bldg. 
NEW YORK CITY 


SELMA ALEXANDER 


REPRESENTING NEW YORK DIVISION 


AL KINGSTON, Inc. 


ARTIST MANAGEMENT 


Equitable Bidg. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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European Directions 
FOSTERS’ AGENCY 
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Acclaimed by the English Press as 


‘AMERICA’S NEWEST SENSATION IN LONDON’ 


Frank «« Milt BRITTON 


And Their Band 


With WALTER POWELL and TITO 


American Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS and HARRY A. ROMM 


GROSVENOR HOUSE, LONDON 
INDEFINITELY 








WINONA 
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Stations Reported 


(Mon.) Organizing 


To Talk New Terms as Group with NBC 


Pivotal stations with organized 
local production facilities are the 
leaders of the opposition to NBC's 
new set-up. These stations take the 
attitude that the compensation ar- 
rangement favors the weak sisters 
but represents reductions of rev- 


enues for the enterprising units. 

Station men were reported (Mon- 
day) as planning to hold an in- 
formal convention of their own, pos- 
sibly in Detroit. This would be in 
furtherance of the agitation before 
and during the N.A.B. convention 
for the organization of an independ- 
ent bargaining bloc. 

Station men who prize their in- 
dependence and local importance, 
claim that the NBC offer while okay 
for the listening post type of sta- 
tion is calculated to destroy the 
local affiliates’ ability to continue 
influential enough to deal with the 
network as a partner rather than as 
a vassal. 

Cream Time 

Surrender of the cream time for 
the privilege of a network affiliation 
is a sore point with the rebel group. 
Donation of the first 16 hours 
(monthly) to NBC, 20% of card 
rates for the next 25 hours and 30% 
of card rates for the second 25 hours 
is taken to be the uniform terms. 
Station men interpret this as pay- 
ing 75% commission for sales repre- 
sentation and sustaining service, 

One station manager is of~the 
opinion that the new terms would 
necessitate wholesale curtailment of 
local production and talent staffs. 

By Monday reaction from the key 
stations was definite enough to in- 
dicate that there’s plenty of diffi- 
@ulties in prospect. Stations have 
for two years anticipated the new 
deal from NBC. This expectation 
combined with other factors has 
produced a feeling of chagrin. 


MUTUAL-NBC SALES’ REP 
DEAL STILL JUST TALK 


Hitch in the pending deal whereby 
NBC would act as commission-col- 
lecting sales representative for the 
competitive Mutual web of four, or 
more stations is the matter of WOR 
signaturing an exclusive brokerage 
contract, 

This hitch is interpreted as tanta- 
mount to an insurmountable barrier 
to the deal going through as WOR 
is willing to grant only general and 
not exclusive sales representation to 
NBC. It is not expected that the 
proposition will get beyond a few 
tentative conversations between M. 
H. Aylesworth and A, J. McCosker. 
During Aylesworth’s absence from 
the city Edgar Kobak, NBC sales 
v.-p., has been contacting McCosker 
on the proposition. 


Thomas in McCormack 
Spot for Vince Coaster 














Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

John Charles Thomas, now in a 
hospital at Sacramento, is scheduled 
to follow John McCormack on the 
Vince program over NBC. 

Thomas will go on the network 
starting Feb. 13, most likely from 
here. 


Kentucky Derby Open 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Kentucky Derby officials in of- 
fering the race to sponsors for ex- 
clusive broadcast privileges are 
now adding extra inducements for 
the $25,000 asking price. Instead 
of being just.a single race offer the 
track is now ready to deliver six 
sways of racing for the 25 grand and 
also the right to pick up a name 
band each evening from the Brown 
Hotel in Louisville. 

Coin is to be delivered to Col. 
Matt Wynn, head of the Churchill 
Downs track, who states that the 
money will be used purely in extra 
added purses for the races Derby 
week. 


GRINALDS’ NEW JOB 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 4. 

Archie Grinalds, WBT announcer, 
has resigned to accept a post as 
radio director for Crazy Water 
Crystals in the Carolinas. Weston 
Edwards Butt joins the station to 
replace him. ‘ 
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L. B.’s Idea 


Washineton, Feb. 4. 
L. B. Wilson's telegram to 
Scoop Russell, NBC represent- 





ative here, is already some- 
thing of a classic in broad- 
casting. It arrived a few min- 


utes after Russell had Iintro- 
duced Senator Huey Long over 
an NBC hook-up. 

‘Dear Scoop,’ ran the tele- 
gram,’ I am listening to Sena- 
tor Long urge the share the 


wealth plan. On 64 NBC 
stations, I cordially approve 
this sentiment,’ 

(Signed) L. B. Wilson, 











SUSTAINING PAYS 
AFTER 10 YEARS 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

Thornton W. Burgess, naturalist 
and raconteur of bedtime stories, 
goes commercial Saturday, Feb. 2, 
after 10 years of sustainer work. 
Sponsor is Brewer. Company of 
Worcester (pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts), airing through WBZ, Boston 
and WBZA, Springfield, twice 
weekly, Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m,, 
Saturdays at 7:30. 

Burgess is well known in New 
England as founder of the Radio 
Nature League, blending his nature 
talks to appeal both to adults and 
children, 


WGAR CHANGES MIND 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

WGAR, Cleveland, has with- 
drawn its plea for the wavelength 
of WIND, Ralph Atlass station in 
Gary, Ind. 

WIND has been operating on 
this wavelength for the past two 
years. 











Pete Peterson Resigns 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Pete Peterson, who has been in 
charge of the local Blackett-Sam- 
plae-Hummert radio department for 
the past year, ig resigning as of 





March 1. 
Coming in to replace Peterson 
will be Bob Hotz, salesman with 


NBC here, 


$2250 CHECK AT 
NBC NOW 
$18 


Keonomy campaign instituted by 
NBC with the turn of the year has 
been extended to sustaining talent. In 
addition to cutting out the more ex- 
pensive sustaining shows such as 
that directed in the early a.m. by 
B. A. Rolfe the web has the past 
week been applying the clippers to 
sustaining warblers. Those, for 
example, who have been receiving 
$22.50 are now on the payroll for 
$18 a broadcast. 

Previous expense shearing this 
year had been confined to the 
service department, with the letouts 
applying to hostesses, page boys and 
guides, 





MAE TINEE, CHI FILM 
CRITIC, ON COMMERCIAL 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Mae Tinee (Frances Kurner) 
picture reviewer for the Chicago 
Tribune these several years, hits 
the paper’s transmitter, WGN, this 
week as the starter of a regular 
twice weekly show for Mandel’s 
department store. 

Miss Tinee will dope the pic- 
tures in the loop, besides spreading 
regular line of chatter. 





Politico-Fi inancial Squabble Lands 
Roy Albertson, WEBR, in Court Again 





Boss Asks Background 


Boston, Feb. 4. 
Aubert G. Fay, prez of 
Carleton Hovey company 
(Father John's Medicine) 
which broadcasts from WBZ, 


Boston, over the blue NBC 
web, this week came through 
with two musical requests. 

Medicine man asks that ‘Sil- 
ver Shadows,’ a tango, and 
‘March of the Toreadors,’ from 
‘Carmen’ be played Feb. 7, With 
the request came a note that 
he and his guests would be 
listening in that night aboard 
the Fay yacht, cruising off the 
Florida Keys. 


FAMILY’ VICE PICKFORD 
ON ROYAL GELATINE 


Pickford completes a run 
Gelatine 














Mary 
of 13 weeks for Royal 


March 27. Replacing her in the 
Wednesday evening spot will be 
‘One Man's Family,’ the serial 


which for the past two years has 
been originating from NBC's San 
Francisco studios, 

‘Family’ previously carried the 
tag of Kentucky Winner cigarets., 
Penn Tobacco, roller of the Winner 
brand, had the sketch tied up for 
26 weeks but called the obligation 
off at the end of six weeks along 
with other air ballyhoo contracts. 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Mary Pickford finishing her air 
work in April for Royal Gelatine, 
wants to complete her novel, which 
has already been contracted for, be- 
sides developing a play she has in 
mind which might work out for fall 
production on Broadway. 








At the end of the first full week 
of contract negotiations between 
NBC’s traveling contact men and 
the affiliated stations it looked like 
a scoreless tie. 

Station men were making up 
their minds. Things seemed to be 
| getting ready to happen but hadn't 
popped. There was widespread con- 
fusion. In some quarters, cautious 
reticence was the keynote. In other 
areas the reaction to the NBC pro- 
posals had already reddened necks 
and sharpened tongues. High blood 
pressure might or might not be 
contagious. : 

A representative of VARIETY trav- 
eling through the middle western 
zone last week found certain tact- 
ical maneouvers in process. of 
formulation but it was too soon to 
know what the affiliates might do. 
If anything. 


Does Network Make the 
Stations or Vice Versa 
Is the Same Old Story 


Oldtimers at NBC in connection 
with the present nervous tension 
recall that similar conditions were 
experienced when NBC introduced 
its flat rate contract some years ago. 
At that time the problem of getting 
affiliates to sign caused NBC many 
hot and bothered moments. This is 
again the case as NBC seeks to su- 
persede the existing flat-rate sys- 
tem with the new sliding scale ar- 
rangement on compensation, 

Friction between the networks 
and their affillates ig an old story, 
of course. It’s a fundamental dis- 
agrement of the value of the service 
performed by the network on one 
hand and reversely the contribution 
made to the network by the ind!- 
vidual station 

Networks take the view naturally 
enough that basically the station is 
nothing without the network. In 
contradiction the stations feel that 
the network is only as good ag the 
sum total of its component markets. 
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NBC Field Men Late 





Representatives of NBC 
were uniformly late in arriv- 
ing in the various cities where 
station owners and managers 
had been asked to stand by un- 
til the traveling contacts 
showed up. 

Meanwhile the NBC policy of 
not divulging information at 
the home office was steadfast- 
ly maintained. 


Long Distance Phone 
Has Big Week as NBC 
Outlets Double-Check 


An NBC representative reached a 
midwestern metropolis last week, 
but before he could begin negotia- 
tions with the station owner, re- 
garded as perhaps the toughest with 
which NBC has to deal, a long dis- 
tance telephone call came through. 
Rep was ordered to go into reverse 
gear. So he left town without even 
opening his portfolio. 

This surprise move by NBC cre- 

















ated a furore among station men. 
News of it was quickly spread by 
the same medium that called off the 
NBC agent—L. D. telephone. In 
fact, it was a ewell week for the Bell 
System. One of the uncertainties 
due to the delays of NBC field men 
in presenting definite proposals the 
rumor market was bullish and the 
station men’s eagerness for details 
translated itself into long distance 
calis 


PATT’S VACASH STANDS PAT 
Cleveland, Feb. 4. 
John Patt’s vacation in Plorida 
has been postponed by the tardiness 
of the NBO field man in arriving in 
Cleveland. 
WGAR bosa, as with other station 
execs, has been uested by NBC 
to stand by for . Presentation 





ceremonies. 





NBC-AFFILIATES PLAY SCORELESS TIE 
~—INFIRST FULL WEEK FOR CONTACT MEN 





Locally Produced Shows 
Proposed as Leading 
To Possible Sponsors 





NBC's offer to exchange network 
sustaining service for 16 commercial 
hours monthly crystalized last week 
as a chief cause of dissension. Un- 
der status quo NBC sustaining ser- 
vice costs $1,500 monthly so that If 
donating 16 commercial hours to 
NBC monthly as payment any sata- 
tion whose rate is above $100 an 
hour igs granting NBC a boost in 
price for the sustainers that some 
stations argue igs not balanced by 
the 20-30% sliding scale of compen- 
sation on the next 25 hours of the 
month, 

As against such an increase in 
the cost of unsponsored programs, 
some affiliates took the position that 
stations could afford to divert the 
money into the creation of local 
talent departments. This was held 
to be practical in the more im- 
portant markets and the proponents 
of this theory further pointed that 
sustaining programs, individually 
produced, and not carbon copies of 
shows on scores of other stations, 
would reflect to local credit and 
showmanship and increase the 
range of program ideas susceptible 
of local or national spot sponsorship. 


ASKS NBC GUARANTEE 
ON UNIFORM TERMS 


One station owner is reported as 
propositioning NBC to the effect 
that he would sign the contract if 
one clause wags inserted guarantee- 
ing the station that the terms con- 
tained in his contract were uniform 
with the terms granted all other 
affiliates, 

NBO reaction was not reported 





= 
Buffalo, Feb. 4. 


Roy Albertson, Ye Olde Town 
Crier of WEBR and general man- 
ager of that station, 
court session last week as a result 
of his ether spiels which so far have 
involved him as a witness in a $148, - 
000,000 utility suit, caused his arrest 
for contempt of court and at one 
time landed him in the hoosegow 
for 12 hours. 


Albertson's case bears on all 
radio commentators because he 
came out in front when a loca} 


judge decided to crack down on 
him. In his Town Crier broadcasts 
Albertson had been taking free 
handed swings at the jurist. 

Justice Alonzo G. Hinkley of the 
Supreme Court was Albertson's 
target on the air. Albertson said 
the judge was unfit to preside in a 
stockholders’ suit against the Nia- 
gara Share Corp. 

Justice Hinkley found Albertson 
guilty of contempt, fined him and 
sentenced him to 80 days in the 
crate, maximum sentence. Albert- 
son promptly appealed and won a 
reversal, after he spent 12 hours 
behind the bars. 

Albertson then released a state- 
ment charging the judge had come 
to his house and personally pleaded 
‘with him to lay off George F. Rand 
in his broadcasts. Rand is head of 
the Marine Trust Co. here and Al- 
bertson charged the judge owed the 
bank $8,600 and therefore was sit- 
ting unlawfully on the case. 

Town Crier was hauledinto court 
to make affidavits. So was his wife, 
So was the judge, who denied every- 
thing. 

Niagara Share Corp. case, on 
which Albertson had _ frequently 
commented in behalf of the suing 
shareholders and against the big 
shots, was dismissed. 


Gets Red Light 

Albertson's appearance in court 
last week was the result of a motion 
for a new trial of the case, which 
was denied. Justice Norton, who 
heard the motion, clashed several 
times with Albertson, who was 
called to test his credibility as a 
witness, 

Once when Albertson attempted 
to make a remark, Justice Norton 
gave him the red-light with: 

‘That is something you may say 
over the air.’ 

And another time he asked Al- 
bertson if he had any direct inter- 


est in the share case. Albertson 
said no. 
‘Then what was your Interest?’ 


the judge asked, 

‘Only as a public commentator.’ 

Albertson, former reporter, made 
his Town Crier broadcasts locally 
famous over Buffalo's only indie 
station. For a while, especially dur- 
ing hot political campaigns, the 
whole village Mstened on Monday 
nights to hear what he had to say. 
He cuts loose without reservations, 
generally against Republicans. Al- 
bertson is strong with the present 
Democratic administration. 

When the going got rough, the 
broadcasts were given from remote 
points in secret, frequently with 
somebody else, identity undiscov- 
ered, reading Albertson’s script. 








Lombardos Airing from 
Coast for Chemical Co. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4, 

Guy Lombarde, here for an en- 
gagement at the Cocoanut Grove, 
goes onto the Plough Chemical Co. 
program emanating from here Wed- 
nesday nights. 

First of the series is Wednesday 
(6), 


Heenan Quits KHJ for 


Spot in Press Bureau 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

David Heenan, publicity direc- 
tor for KHJ and the Don Lee Coast 
network, hag resigned and goes te 
San Francisco for an executive 
editorial spot with the Pan Pacifié 
Press bureau. 

Heenan is the fourth departe- 
mental head to leave the local sta- 
tion in the last few weeks. Others 
quitting were Paul Rickenbacker, 
production manager; Don Bernard, 
program manager, and Arthur 
Kemp, commercial managea 
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Ballads and Sponsors 





tions for benefit of the sponsors, 





Variety's box of the Most Played on the Air is proving some- 
thing of a hazard for singers on radio commercials. 
frequently broadcast, as reported in Varigery are invariably rhythm 
songs (hence their appeal to orchestras), 

Some commercial sponsors, losing sight of the difference between 
rhythm numbers and ballads have been holding up the Variety tab- 
ulations to their vocalists as examples of what they should sing, 
setting forth that if the public didn’t accept this type of number 
they wouldn't be performed so often, hence why can’t the singer 
use ’em as well as the dance bands, 

Ballad vocalists have difficulty making distinctions and explana- 


Songs most 








Auspicious Start for 1935 Gives 
NBC $2,890,910; CBS, $1,715,211 


Both NBC and Columbia started 
off 1934 by establishing a new 
monthly high. Last month (Janu- 
ary) brought NBC $2,890,910 from 
sale of time, and Columbia, $1,- 
715,211. Compared to January, 
1933, the latter figures represented 
for NBC a boost of 20.6% and for 
Columbia, 22%. 

NBC's tally from time last Janu- 
ary was $2,387,127. In January °33 
it was $1,869,885 and for January, 
1932, $2,635,447. 

In January, 1934, 
gross came to $1,405,948. 
ary '33 the web showed $941,465 and 
January (1932), $1,- 


Columbia time 
For Janu- 


the previous 
348,842. 


LOUCKS GOES SOUTH ON 
LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 


Birmingham, Feb. 4. 
Loucks, managing director 
of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, has been in the 
South talking to radio men regard- 
ing the formation of a _ stronger 
setup to fight any harmful legisla- 
tion affecting radio. 

In Tennessee broadcasters met 
at Nashville and formed the Ten- 
nessee Committee 3roadcasters. 
Harry Stone, manager WSM, was 
elected chairman and Henry Slav- 
ick of WMC, Memphis, was chosen 
vice-chairman. 

Leaving Nashville, Loucks went 
to Birmingham for a day. Alabama 
has had a state association for 
sometime. 


Phil 


New Script Head at WGAL 


Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 4. 

Maurice S. (Barney) Miller, con- 
tinuity chief for WGAL for the past 
two years, has decided to take a 
prolonged vacation. He resigned ef- 
fective Thursday (31) to go to Fla., 
where he will spend the balance of 
the winter basking in the warm 
sands, 

He will be succeeded by Paul 
Rodenhauser, formerly of the Ad- 
vertising Department of the Arm- 
strong Cork Company. 





McGUINNESS LANDS WGN 
Bill McGuiness from Chicago has 
succeeded Ed Wood as New York 
representative of Station WGN. 
Wood got the George Isaac post 
as commercial manager of the Chi- 
cago station and has moved there. 








Stan Barnett Resigns 
Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Stanley Barnett, station manager 
at WBAL, has tendered his resig- 
nation, effective Feb. 24. 

Had been with the station, which 
was recently sold to and taken over 
by Hearst, since the broadcaster 
Was built, ten years ago Was 
brought here by Herbert Wagner 
prexy of the Consolidated Gas & 
Electric Co., firm which sold station, 
from Davenport, Iowa, where Bar- 
nett had been with WOC in same 
Capacity he served here. 








Max Baer Being Peddled 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Max Baer is angling for the ether 
again. Has made a couple of au- 
dition records which are being sub- 
mitted by NBC salesman. 

It’s a script show in which Baer 
portrays a rough and ready private 
detective. 


Delve Into Past 
In Fed. Commish 





WEBS POINT OUT 
LLEGED FLAWS 


Clark-Howell’s Preliminary 
Analysis on Behalf of 
Magazine Publishers 
Brings Challenge of Pro- 
cedure Used 


SAY TIME WRONG 


s 


Release last week by Clark- 
Hooper, Inc., of sample findings 
from the first four weeks’ work on 
the program sponsor identification 
check it is doing for periodical pub- 
lishers brought a backfire of criti- 
cism from both the network and ad 
agency experts. While the agency 
men confined their fault-finding to 
the technique used by the C-H re- 
search bureau in its survey, the 
webs went a step farther and un- 
dertook to make capital of the find- 
ing’s assertion that the average cost 
per 1,000 listeners able to identify 
the sponsor figured $16.62. The cost 





per thousand actual ad readers of 
| the 10 leading pop magazines, the 
| networks retorted, averages $41.02. 
| Critics of the Clark-Hooper 
|method of determining how many 
listeners are aware of the product 
tied up with the program they have 
tuned in declared that the C-H 
phone interviews are so timed as to 
even 





| 


|'give radio anything but an 


break. They contend that the num- 


« 
In ur On \ kes of persons actually interviewed 
| by the bureau’s corps of telephoners 
e 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


A searching probe into operations 


of the extinct Federal Radio Com- 
mission was set in motion last week 
by the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee as part of an inquiry into 
the fitness of Commissioners Eugene 
S. Sykes and Thad H. Brown to 
sit on the new Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. 

Continuing to delve into allega- 
tions fired at Sykes by Senator 
Bilbo of Mississippi, the committee 
started to work on policies of the 
predecessor agency and actions of 
the former commissioners. Prin- 
cipal avenue of inquiry related to 
the sale of broadcast franchises. 

Probe just got under way at the 
end of the week as the committee 
begun poring over volumes of press 
releases on F. R. C. policies, with 
major significance being attached 
to the method by which decisions 
were made and the identity of per- 
sons voting on important proposi- 
tions. 

Evidence refuting charges that 
Sykes misused his office in oppos- 
ing Senator Bilbo was delivered to 
the committee Saturday (2) by C. 
A. Lacy, junior advertising man- 
ager of Jackson, Miss., who testi- 
fied he used Judge Sykes’ name in 
arranging a hookup for former 
Senator Hubert Stephens. Lacy 
said he was not authorized to use 
Sykes’ 


man Wheeler to develop the idea 


that Lacy was working under direct | 


orders from the commissioner were 
unavailing. 

Allegations that broadcast 
quencies, rather than stations and 
good will, were sold with F. R. C. 


fre- 


approval, were registered during the | 


week by George Llewellyn, dis- 
charged commission worker, but 
strong denial of a specific accusa- 
tion was made later. Doiles Goings, 


former Rome, Ga., broadcaster, de- | 


nied he had sold a channel to Dr. 
Thornwald Jacobs of Atlanta, as 
Llewellyn contended, and said that 
Jacobs paid $5,500 for time on his 
station and later agreed to swap 
frequencies, 


REASON—MATRIMONY 


Mary McDermott is leaving Co- 
lumbia’s sales promotion publicity 
division. 


Is taking up the housewife assign- 
ment soon. Groom-to-be ig Jack 
Roach of CBS sales. 


name and efforts of Chair- | 


)are not only not enough to determine 
;the size of the audience listening to 
|any program, but less so when it 
;} comes to figuring out the percentage 
|of sponsor identification. 

Clark-Hooper's outline of its ra- 
| dio survey states that 23 interview- 
ers are telephoning 45,000 homes 
each month between the hours of 7 
jto 10 p.m. EST’ and that this work 
| will be done during the first and 
third week of each month. Bureau's 
instructions to its makers of co-in- 
| cidental calls in the 22 cities cov- 
j ered are that they are to wait until 
/two minutes after starting of pro- 
grams and then continue calling 
numbers without stopping until two 
minutes before the end of the pro- 
gram. Since this indicates, say the 
critics of the Clark-Hooper method, 
that only eleven minutes out of 
every quarter hour period is used for 

(Continued on page 39) 


SNYDER ON COAST FOR 
CBS, AND IN THE SOUP 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Arthur Snyder from the CBS 
|home office is here to take charge of 
| the Coast commercialers of the net- 
work, succeeding George McGar- 
rett, who returned east to become 
| assistant chief on commercial pro- 
|} grams for the chain. 

| Snyder’s main concern seems to 
|be the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ program 
|for Campbell Soup, which features 








|LoueNa Parsons in interviews with 
film celebs and Ted _ Fio-Rito’s 
orchestra. 

| Contracts of both Miss Parsons 
and Fio-Rito expire April 1 and are 
currently in the discussion stages 
as to renewals. 

| W. K. Boyce, a CBS vice-presi- 
dent is also here, but claims mainly 
on a vacash, 


| 
| 
| 





Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Lucky Strike has put in a bid for 
| Louella Parsons for a program sim- 
\ilar to that she is now broadcasting 
|for Campbell Soup. 


| Barker Chi NBC Scripter 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Al Barker joins local NBC con- 
tinuity department. Barker had been 
free lancing and concentrating on 
scripts for the Campana shows. 





Fills the wacancy left by Ray 
Weber, who moves to the Swift 
company, 


DIO SURVE: 








Television 


Squawk 





Flurry of excitement over televi 
tape and the dailies repeatedly du 
insiders as inexplicable. 


feels that the amount of space gi 
portion to the factual material at 

That England will go ahead ex] 
in America for 


television stations 





There is nothing specific to justify all the 
whoopla except for the reports from England, 

On this side there has been some agitation for a Federal subsidy 
with which to start a television industry. 
fied as yet with official recognition as even a 


not, it is pointed out, mean anything. There have been experimental 


television is far from perfected and that the best transmission to 
date does not go beyond the elementary stage. 


sion which has made the ticker 
ring the past few weeks strikes 


This has not been digni- 
possibility. Trade 
ven to television is out of pro- 
hand, 

yerimentally with television does 


several years. Opinion is that 








England Moves 


+ 





RE-ELECT LEE ARMER 


Southwest Network Has Three New 
Directors 


Three new directors elected to 
Southwest Broadcasting System are: 
Col. R. M. Shaw, Oklahoma City, 
and George W. Johnson and A. E. 
Cullum, of Fort Worth. Cullum was 
also elected vice-president and John- 
son, treasurer. David Straiton was 
named secretary and assistant treas- 
urer. Dorothy Carson and Polly An- 
derson appointed assistants. 

Lee H. Armer was_ re-elected 
prexy of SBS and A. P. Barrett, 
renamed to board chairmanship. SBS 
now carrying full evening sched- 
ules on six days, will soon go full 
time on Sunday broadcasts. Thir- 
teeen stations are in this southwest 
web. 


CBS Eyes Empire 
State Bldg. for 
Prestige: 2 Nets? 


Columbia Broadcasting System is 
reported to have looked over the 
Empire State as a possible future 
site of its New York headquarters. 
This is part of a long-range look- 
ahead by the network. Inside re- 
port is that ultimately Columbia 
envisages itself as consisting, like 
NBC, of two separate networks. 
Such an eventuality is thought by 
some observers to be neither fan- 
t' stic nor utterly remote. 

Columbia is said to prefer, in- 
stead of space-renting, the erection 
of an entirely new building occupied 
entirely or principally by CBS. 
Prestige and show window advan- 
tages of such a move as an offset 
to Radio City is deemed a factor. 


DOC BRINKLEY’S NEW 
MEXICAN STATION 


Feb, 4. 
the goat 
purchased 














San Antonio, 

Dr. John R. Brinkley, 
gland specialist, has 
XEAW in Reynosa, Mexico, just 
across the Rio Grande from Mc- 
Allen, Texas. Reported price of 
$45,000 paid for the station by the 
American medico. 

He is talking about a new trans- 
mitter to cost $100,000 and a pri- 
vate hospital at McAllen in addi- 
tion, 


BOB STONE AT WOR 


Robert L. Stone, former produc- | 
tion and sound effects man at NBC, | 
is new production manager at WOR. | 
Arthur D. Mclivaine is a new ad- | 








dition to WOR’s sales promotional | 
department. He succeeds Al Rose | 
4in the post. j 


Wall Street Is Unexcited as 


for Leadership 


In Television Development 


With actual steps taken during 
the past week to establish a tele- 
vision station in London, impor- 
tant developments in_ television 
broadcasting are expeeted this year 
in England. The postmaster gen- 
eral of England announced in the 
House of Commons that the govern- 
ment had agreed to take the neces- 
sary steps to carry out the television 
committee report which called for 
inauguration of television service by 
the British Broadcasting Company. 
He stated that a television station 
would be set up in London the lat- 
ter part of this year with the Mar- 
coni-Electrical and Musical Indus- 
tries company and Baird Television 
company being given a chance to 
supply the apparatus. 

fecommendations of the govern- 
ment’s television committee called 
for the initial use of one ultra short 
wave station. Reports from abroad 
however, indicated that the need for 
10 stations, capable of serving at 
least half the population of the Brit- 
ish Isles, was foreshadowed. 

In Wall Street there was little re- 
sponse to this news from England 
especially in Radio Corporation of 
America stocks. A spurt was ex- 
pected by numerous traders in view 
of the fact that they saw many links 
between companies in England that 
are interested in this venture and 
Radio Corporation. To these specu- 
lators, it appeared fairly obvious 
that this corporation was in a po- 
sition to take its place in the tele- 
vision field when it desires. 

But to those in touch with the sit- 
uation here, the development in 

(Continued on page 38) 


WEBR, BUFFALO, NOT 
OFF ABC-HOWELL 


Buffalo, Feb. 4. 

Rumors that WEBR, only local in- 
dependent station, was about to 
sever its connection with ABS were 
squelched by Herbert Howell, presi- 
dent of tt). station. 

Howell says he plans no break-off 
with the chain and finds the con- 
nection satisfactory all around, 
Said he was satisfied with the type 
of program wh'ch ABS has been 
giving his station. 








Greig-Blair-Spight in 
Process of Revamping 


J. Curtis Willson has taken ci z2@ 
of the New York office of Greig, 
Blair & Spight. Ray Linton, one of 
the partners in the firm, returned to 


Chicago last Friday (1). Willson 
formerly managed the Detroit 
branch. 

Lindsey Spight may withdraw as 
a partner in the company so that he 
may operate on his own as a rep 
for stations in the Western area. 
Pending settlement of the Spight 
partnership and also Humboldt 


Graig’s stock interest the firm will 
retain its present name. 
Villiam Welden, Jr., and Lincoln 


Simons continue as members of the 
New York sales staff. 
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Improbable 


Broadcasts 





No. 6—Little Wilmot Reads the Funnies to Uncle 


Quinn 





By BOB LANDRY 


Announcer—This is Sunday Morn- 
fing—and let mommy and papa try to 
gleep—the radio is turned on full 


blast and the kids are waiting for 
dear, kind old roly-poly Uncle Quinn 
to get down on his stomach, unfold 
the colored comic section of the 
Sunday and read the 
funnies to the younger generation. 
It's a great event, this Sunday 
morning ritual of Uncle Quinn, 
reading the funnies on his stomach 
—it’s great for Uncle Quinn's waist- 
line, 

Sound effect—Telephone ringing. 

Announcer— Hello, this is 
Timothy Tubb, the falsetto voice of 
the Sunday Lowdown—who is this? 
This is Uncle Quinn. Why, where 
are you? Aren't you in the studio? 
Have you forgotten? This is Sun- 


Lowdown, 


yes 


day morning. You're due to read 
the funnies on your’ stomach. 
What’s that? You say you're on 
your back? You're sick? You can't 


get out of bed? Where did you 
spend Saturday night—you don’t 
remember 

Program Manager—What’s this? 
Uncle Quinn is sick in bed. He 
can’t read the funnies? 

Announcer—That’s right. 

Program Mgr.—This is the great- 
est crisis in my career since the 
Smedley Butler talk. Think of it. 
Millions — thousands — hundreds — 
dozens of kids in the family parlors 
with the colored comic supplement 
Af the Sunday Lowdown spread out 
before them waiting for Uncle 
Quinn is interpret the - fascinating 
adventures—and no Uncle Quinn. 

Announcer—I know I'm un- 
worthy, but anything to carry on. 
I'll read the funnies. 

Program Mgr.—No, thanks, old 
man, it’s the good old Lowdown 
spirit—but it can’t be. There can 
be no spurious Uncle Quinn. 

Announcer—I have it. Let’s re- 
verse the usual order. Let’s have 


WBEN Screens 
~ Sound Effects 
From Public 


Buffalo, Feb. <4. 

Local station production men are 
exercised over destruction of il- 
lusion on the part of the public by 
exposes of rad'~ sound effects. 
Edgar Twamley at WBEN is on 
record as against such disillusion- 
ment and not only discourages at- 
tendance at broadcasts but delib- 
erately screens sound effect ap- 
paratus in the studios to prevent 
spectators from ascertaining how 
sound effects are created. 

Particular object of hard feeling 
from Buffalo studio men is Roy 
Nagle, former time salesman with 
a local station who has been ap- 
pearing before local clubs and talk- 
ing on backstage in radio. Nagle 
not only exposes sound effects but 
carries along numerous gadgets to 
illustrate how effects are created. 


NOBLE BAND ON COTY, 
STARTING AT $2,750 


Ray Noble’s Coty band, when he 
y-Starts Feb. 20, will number 16 men. 
Noble is payrolled at $2,750 for the 
first six months and $3,750 for the 
second six months, Half-hour pro- 
gram starts on WEAF-NBC via the 
Biow agency. Al Bowlly, Noble’s 
regular recording tenor, and a 
femme songstress will round off the 
program. 

Noble has made application for 
American citizenship on the regu- 
lar quota, this being the sole means 
of getting around the A.F.M. restric- 
tions. Rockwell-O’Keefe handles 
him. 

As a prelim build-up Rudy Val- 
lee will preside as host, along with 
other dance maestros, at a dinner 
in honor of Noble on Feb. 12. 

















some kid read the funnies to Uncle 
Quinn. 


Program Mgr.—That’s the 
idea I’ve had in a long time. 

Announcer=I'll rush out and get 
a kid. 

Program Mgr.—Boys and girls, be 
patient for just a little while. 
Dear, kind old roly-poly Uncle 
Quinn is home sick in bed with a 
nurse. He can’t read the funnies 
today but he’ll be back all alkalized 
next Sunday to carry on. But 
Uncle Quinn is tuned in and don't 
you think it would be just too jolly 
if one of the children to whom 
Uncle Quinn generally reads the 
funnies should return the compli- 
ment just this once and so that 
Uncle Quinn won't get out of touch 
with the funnies should read them— 

Announcer—Boys and girls, Little 
Wilmet Menuhin, who tells me he 


best 


is just turned eleven, has kindly 
consented to read the Lowdown 
funnies in return for what was 


originally intended to be the second 
prize in the golden gloves contest. 
Wilmot—Greetings, Uncle Quinn 
and all you juvenile devotees of the 
facetious lithographs of the Sun- 
day Lowdown. I have been re- 
quested by Mr. Tubb to broadcast 
my interpretation of the so-called 
funnies and while Iam happy to.as- 
sist in meeting an emergency I must 
beg Mr. Tubb to excuse me from 
the further request that I lie upon 
my stomach while doing so. I find 
this posture incompatible with the 
dignity of a Menuhin. I don’t be- 
lieve that Mr. Tubb mentioned 
owing to the lack of opportunity for 
arranging the publicity in connec- 
tion with my broadcast, that I am 
regarded as the premier boy virtuoso 
on the tuba. I am the only tuba 
player who has ever successfully 
transcribed Brahms Concerto for 
Sound-Proof flats into a tuba solo. 

Announcer—Now, Wilmot, the 
first funny is called Moon Mullins. 

Wilmot—Oh, yes. This appears to 
be a melodramatic thesis with un- 
dertones of rather broad humor. The 
first image reveals the principle fig- 
ure, Moon Mullins dressed in tht 
denim livery of a motor mechanic. 
He is inspecting the engine. He is 
quoted as saying ‘If I don't get this 
motor fixed I won’t get to the haunt- 
ed castle in time to foil the kidnap- 
per.” Mr. Tubb, I am not familiar 
with the antecedents of what I pre- 
sume to be a serialized narrative. 
From the circumstances of a haunt- 
ed castle I assume that the locale 
of the story is a foreign country. 
Is this a correct assumption? 

Announcer—It all takes place in 
America— 

Wilmot—The kidnapping compli- 
cation would, of course, suggest 
that. We proceed now to the second 
image. This is a transition to the 
haunted castle. The room has an 
arched Gothic ceiling. There is a 
suggestion by the cartoonist that the 
castle is in a rather advanced stage 
of labefaction. 

Announcer—Are 
Uncle Quinn? 

Wilmot—There is a large pillar in 
the center of the chamber. Tied 
to this is the beroine. Beside her is 
a menacing fellow with a rectangu- 
lar jaw and a heavy beard. He 
wears a turtle-necked sweater. I 
find him a somewhat naive symbol 
of evil. He is quoted as saying 
‘They’ll never find you in this castle.’ 
To this she replies, ‘You are a beast,’ 
but to herself she says, ‘Moon Mul- 
lins will reach me in time. He never 
fails. Really, this is very interest- 
ing. The cartoonist seems to be 
employing the split personality tech- 
nique of Eugene O'Neill. I had no 
idea the funnies were so ingenious. 

Sound Effect—Telephone ringing. 

Announcer—Hello, Uncle Quinn. 
You've been listening? You've had 
a relapse? We should stop Wilmot 
right away? We should shoot him? 
We can’t do that. He doesn’t work 
for the city desk. 

(A pause.) 

Announcer—Boys and girls, ask 
daddy to finish reading you the fun- 
nies—— 

Wilmot—Don’'t you want me to 
continue? 

Announcer—No. 

Wilmot—You know I have become 
quite engrossed in Moon Mullins. I 
believe it represents a new art form, 
I shall compose a special Moon Mul- 
lins sonata for the tuba. 

Announcer—We now present a 


you _ listening, 








phonograph record of 





Television 





(Continued trom page 37) 
England during the week was tak- 
en as meaning much for that coun- 
try but little for America. Specif- 
ically, the natural barriers and en- 
tire set-ups of these two countries 
differ vastly. 

England is a small, compact coun- 
try requiring only a small number 
of stations to adequately serve even 
half the population. In Great 
Britian, there are two government 
owned networks. This means that 
the broadcasting systems are able 
to put on a television program at 
any time they feel inclined to do so. 

There would be no pressing need 
for a high quality broadcast, either. 
In that country, the listener can 
protest to the government, and no- 
body else. The usual procedure 
seems to be that such protests are 
duly filed and steps may or not be 


taken to improve the subsequent 
program. It is an entirely different 
story in the United States. The 


first obstacle is the wide territory to 
be covered. Innumerable booster 
stations and a complete new net- 
work would be the first pre-requi- 
sites. 

If the television program was not 
up to the standard of radio broad- 
casts, the protests or bad reactions 
would have serious results. 

To present a high quality tele- 
vision program would require vir- 
tually the same line up of equip- 
ment, ‘scenes, actors, stories and 
direction as now used at a major 
film producing company’s studio, In 
fact, the act:..g would have to rate 
with the legit stage in New York 
because there would be no chance 
for re-takes. And no opportunity 
would be given to read the script, as 
is now prevalent with radio. 

In order to supply such a set-up 
for television, the expenditure would 
be enormous. When and if there is 
sufficient money in a big industrial 
company’s budget to provide for 
such a costly studio arrangement, 
then America will be ready for tele- 
vision broadcasting comparable to 
the present successful radio broad- 
casts. 

A more simplified type of tele- 
vision broadcast or wiring of photo- 
graphs and printed matter now is 
in actual use in this country. It is 
best known as facsimile broadcast- 
ing or wirephoto operation. This 
can be done either by radio broad- 
casting or by use of wires. 

At present its most successful 
operation is by wire, with a talking 
circuit and loud speakers enabling 
operators to keep in touch with sta- 
tions receiving the wired or tele- 
graphed object. 

This system was inaugurated on a 
big commercial scale by the Asso- 
ciated Press early this year. It 
serves 51 newspapers in 25 differ- 
ent cities daily with photographs. 
The control station is located in 
New York City but the events of the 
day are carried to the 25 cities over 
a 10,000-mile leased wire system, 

This type of facsimile operation 
differs primarily from actual tele- 
vision in that the object transmit- 
ted or broadcast is stationary. With 
television the o»dject may be in 
motion plus the addition of sound. 
The A.P. employs a wire system ex- 
clusively in its facsimile operation, 
but transmission of stationary ob- 
jects may combine use of air waves 
and a wire network. Television 
may be broadcast with or without 
a direct wire. 





Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Local plant of the Western Elec- 
tric Company commences this week 
the manufacture of a wire cable 
which is touted by electrical en- 
gineers as the thing which will re- 
move the last remaining obstacle 
to the practical use of television. 

According to the engineers, it is 
necessary, in transmitting a clear 
image to have a means of carrying 
wide bands of electrical frequen- 
cies. For some time now it has 
been possible to do so, but only at 
a prohibitive expense that excludes 
all commercial feasibility and, when 
transmitted, the high frequencies 
have been strafed by interferences. 

New cable, which has been de- 
veloped in the labs of ERPI, is only 
half an inch in diameter and flex- 
ible as a telephone strand. 





Studebaker Boss in N. Y. 


Paul G. Hoffman, president of 
Studebaker, is in New York on a 
business trip, now that the reorgan- 
ized motor company is out of re- 
ceivership. 

Before leaving for New York the 
Study prexy huddled in Chicago 
with Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 
agency on renewal of the Richard 
Himber Studebaker Champions pro- 
gram to run into the summer. 





New York Radio Parade | 


By Nellie Revell 





Some time back the sponsor of an amateur show airing over WBIG 
in Greensboro, N. C., visited N. Y. and saw one of the Feenamint broad- 
casts. He conceived the idea of giving the winner of his local amateur 
hour a trip to N. Y. to compete in the chain amateur show as a prize, 


Idea okayed by Feenamint and is now in operation over WBIG with 
other stations of CBS having amateur programs coming in. Philadelphia, 
Kansas City and Seattle stations will be the next to join. Where a 


program is not sponsored the station is giving the trip to N. Y. as first 
prize. 

Meantime the Skouras theatre chain, which co-operates by giving 
winner of Feenamint show, which airs from N. Y., a week in vaude at 
their ace house, is ready to join stunt with their out of N. Y. theatres. 
Winner of local contests will get a booking at the local Skouras house 
before coming to N. Y. 





Paging a Breakdown i 


Nat Wolff of Rocke Productions tripped to Buffalo for his dad's 60th ) 
birthday last week and very happy to get out of town. Nat almost 
went screwy last Tuesday eve. He did production for ‘The Street Singer,’ ) 


Borrah Minevitch, and Dark Enchantment, three programs that follow 
each other on the air at WOR. And then hopped a cab to the Mark 
Hellinger’s apt for a last run-down of the script on the Hellinger show 
which airs'on Wednesday eve. 





Einstein No Longer Semi-Pro 

Harry Einstein, otherwise ‘Parkyakakas’ of the Eddie Cantor show, 
has resigned his job as an advertising executive of a Boston furniture 
concern to work with Cantor. Eddie is guaranteeing ‘Parkyakakas’ as 
much money on the year as he would make were he still looking after 
advertising copy. And Einstein made $20,000 last year. Funny story in 
how Cantor met Einstein. Eddie in Boston for a charity dinner: One 
of speakers vas Einstein. He had been doing his ‘Parkyakakas’ act in 
local circles for sometime. Folks running the affair thought ‘twould be 
good laugh to spring him on Cantor... So Einstein, when called: on for a 
talk, went right into his routine. This was on a Thursday eve. 1 >>> 
on the Cantor show the following Sunday. 





Scrambled Notes 

N. W. Ayer sold American Tobacco Company the series of yarns about 
the Northwest Mounted Police for Half and Half toWfcco. Show airs 
on Feb. 7 over WJZ chain...The Three Scamps make their initial CBS 
appearance on the Bond Bread show on Feb, 17...Sam Hammer of 
Capitol theatre publicity staff to Brooklyn to look after WHN Brooklyn 
studio as special assistant to Major Bowes...Robinson Crusoe, Jr., exited 
from CBS Saturday...At NBC, once every hour, a page with a large pad 
makes the rounds of reception floors and compiles list of names and 
addresses and businesses of folks sitting therein...Lucille Singleton is 
looking after CBS auditions in place of Theodore Gannon...CBS eleva- 
tors must stop at the 20th floor on the way down at all times. ‘Tis the- 
executives’ floor...Joe Haymes did the arrangements for ‘Lullaby of 
Broadway’ on the last Vallee broadcast. This is a novelty since Vallee 
already has two arrangers on his staff...Tom Choates, ex-CBS, is now 
announcing at WMCA...Bob Saunders left OCA to join Irving Mills as 
a band booker...Tom Neely, who looked after the script of ‘The O’Flynn’ ° 
with Bill Bacher, has been pinch-hitting as director of that show in 
place of Bacher, who is ill in hospital. Later developments may find ) 
Hal Hackett of MCA, which firm sold Esso the show, taking over the 
directorial reins. 








Short Shorts 


J. A. P. Gude, publicity emir of CBS, to Chicago last week...Louis 
Mindlin, newcomer to CBS Artist Bureau, is handling band bookings... 
The stork has a date with the Hal Kemps in April...Tim Ryan and 
Irene Nobelette do more vaude in Detroit and Chicago...Harry Lang and 
Louise Squire of WINS have been signed for ‘Around Radio Row’ short 
by Warner Bros...Mary Barclay, WINS contralto, returns from a two 
months’ visit to Chicago and will air Saturdays with Billy Duncan and 
Bela Rozsa. The show originates from Lew White’s organ studio... 
Carol Deis, soprano soloist with the Modern Choir, has been screen tested 
by Par...Joy Lynne, of the Don Bestor ork, visited folks in home town, 
Columbus, O., last week...Huey Long airs on CBS on Feb, 10. An 
official request from CBS Washington, D. C., came through asking for 
no fanfare on this talk...Waring switches his broadcasts from Mecca 
Temple back to CBS Playhouse No. 1. Which means less ducats for the 
oakley moochers since from 3,000 seats at Mecca show is cut to about a 
1,000 at Playhouse. 





Stand By 

Visitors to CBS in N. Y.: J. T. Lyons, manager of WCAO in Baltimore; 
Burt Squire, commercial manager WHK in Cleveland; I. R. Lounsberry, 
manager of WGR; Fred Palmer, manager of WBNS in Columbus, Sen- 
ton Jeffers program manager of KTUL in Tulsa, and Thompson Guerney, 
manager of WLBZ in Bangor...The Pinky Lee’s expect an addition to 
the family. They will head East early in April for the occasion and 
return to Frisco and Carefree Carnival later in the summer...Edward 
Nell was granted leave of absence from his programs and flew to Holly- 
wood for a screen test...Elsie Janis has been given a sustaining spot 
as commentator on both NBC networks.,..Easy Aces are compiling their 
1934 air scripts into book form...Abe Lyman will have his band in 
action at the opening of Jack Dempsey’s restaurant on Feb. 17...Amelia 
Earhart will have a dramatized part in the Red Davis series during the 
week of March 11. She has been signed to an exclusive contract for ; 
these performances...Minneapolis Symphony starts series for Grunow 
Refrigerators on 23d...Calvert Club of Bridgeport, Conn., will feed Bob 
Taplinger of CBS press on Feb. 6. 








Gossip 


Fred Allen was asked to drop one of his actors from the show. Seems 
the amateurs run into too much dough. Want to can an actor who 
helped put show where it is for amateurs. Allen says no. Fred Huf- 
smith joins the Swift show...Dick Fischell, ex-All American footballer 
at Syracuse, is now doing special events at WMCA. He also airs a 
scholastic sports show on WMCA. Harry Evans, NBC elevator operator, 
sang with Jolly Coburn ork last week in the Rainbow Room...Fred ’ 
Waring gifted each member of ork with wardrobe trunk. All same color 
but carry each man’s initials for identification...‘Mme. X’ singer on 
WMCA thrice weekly is Mildred Windell.. She sang on WMCA before 
ABS...George Redman of WGN in Chicago is new WMCA announcer... 

Every bit of furniture in NBC tagged with a metal plate and numbered. 

Lists are kept to show where each number is being used and checked 

often. This goes for everything from mail racks and typewriter stands 

to large desks with glass tops...The Don Balls of CBS production dept. 

expect an heir...Larry Taylor, WOR vocalist, will have his tonsils out 

...Joe Conn of WOR engineering has his appendix out...Fred Waring 

shifted his shirts and socks to a new penthouse at Madison Ave. and ; 
90th st...Professional Music Men, Inc. (Song Pluggers) staging a show 
at the Majestic theatre on Feb. 17 eve. Show to consist of only radio 
talent. Rudy Vallee writing a special skit and big finale consisting of 
all radfo name band leaders on stage at one time, 
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Expect ASCAP Trial in April: 
Wax Deals All Expire Dec. 31 





All licenses issued by the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
for transcription purposes now car- 
ry a provision which limits their 
validity to the end of 1935. Expira- 
tion date coincides with the time 
when the majority of the licenses 
given to stations by the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers will have run _ out. 
Agreement signatured by the MPPA 
and the World Broadcasting Sys- 
tem last week, extending the latter's 
authority to act as agent in collect- 
ing the commercial fee on the WBS 
library service, has Dec. 81, 1935, 


as the expiration date. World's 
original agency contract expires 
Feb. 14. 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
MPPA and trustee, could not, if he 
wanted to, issue licenses for a term 
beyond this Dec. 31. Without the 
required performance license a sta- 
tion could not lawfully broadcast 
one of these transcriptions, even if 
the mechanical fee had been paid to 
the copyright owners. Publishers 
who are members of ASCAP have 
stipulated that Paine, as trustee, 
in issuing any contracts on their 
behalf make this expiration date 
clear so as to avoid any confliction 
in the event something happens to 
the present licensing setup between 
ASCAP and the broadcasters. 

Government's anti-trust action 
against ASCAP and the MPPA is 
expected to be set down for trial 
in April. Judge Knox of the New 
York Federal Court has yet to hand 
down his decision on the prosecu- 
tion’s motion, made four weeks ago, 
that the Society’s answer to the 
monopoly charges be stricken out. 





Canadian Station Assn. 
Deems Price Mention 
Key to Air Success 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 4. 

Canadian association, embracing 
within its membership all radio 
stations holding commecial lcenes 
west of the Great Lakes, except 
stations owned and operated by the 
Canadian Radio Commission, has 
formed. Full title of the organi- 
gation is Western Associated of 
Broadcasters. First meeting was 
held at Calgary. 

At this first convention meeting 
went on record as favoring price 
quotation in radio advertising. It 
was the opinion that Canada will 
not receive adequate radio service 
until price quotation in advertising 
is permitted, and that when the 
present obstacle thereto is removed, 
private interests will furnish Canada 
with an adequate service of chain 
and local broadcasting which will 
eventually compare very favorably 
with that of the United States. 

Limiting regulations have so far 
prevented broadcasting from’ selling 
the Canadian advertiser. Latter is 
prevented from any mention of 
price, 





WIP Steps Out 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4.- 

First step by WIP to build itself 
into a vital force in local aircasting 
Was the snaring last Wednesday 
(30) of a 1,000-watt full time opera- 
tion permit from the Federal Com- 
munications Commish. Studio had 
been broadcasting experimentally 
Over a 500-watt license. 

New station and offices under con- 
struction will be completed by 
March 1. WIP was Philly’s pioneer 
station but faltered several years 
ago. Present steps mark an effort 
to disassociate from the Gimbel 
Brothers’ store in favor of indepen- 
dent studio operation. WIP is on 
the ABC web, prexy Ben Gimbel!l 
being part of the chain's directorial 
board. 


Chic Sale’s Show 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Coast NBC Shell Show, which 
has used film names as tops in a 
variety show Monday nights, went 
into a new routine tonight (4) with 
the show built around Chic Sale. 
In a new series Sale its portray - 
Ing the character of operator of a 
hick hotel and m.c.’s the show, 
ostensibly being staged in the 
hostelry’s dining room. 








— 





Now It’s Frey & Aveyard 


Charles Daniel Frey agency, Chi- 
cago, changes its name after 25 
years to Frey & Aveyard. A. E. 
Aveyard, formerly executive vice- 
president of Lord & Thomas, be- 
comes a partner in the Frey agency. 

He assumes the office of executive 
vice-president in charge of adver- 
tising planning and creative produc- 
tion. 








Publishers’ Survey 





(Continued from page 37) 
interviewing, the most effective pe- 
riod for program sponsor identifi- 
cation is excluded, and that is the 
beginning and end of the program 
when credits are given. 

Elimination of the last two min- 
utes would naturally, say the webs 
and agency men, cut down heavily 
on the number of persons listening 
who can correctly identify the pro- 
gram sponsor. Over 25% of the 
commercials on both CBS and NBC 
make no opening announcement 
whatever, while around 50% of 
sponsors, considering the webs 
jointly, resort to the fadeout mo- 
ments for the heavy plugging. 

Analysis of the actual number 
of interviews made during the 
night are 8.2 calls quarter-hour pe- 
riod per city. Of the 45,000 calls 
made in the 22 cities 22% didn’t 
answer, 5% had no radio and 5% 
were either busy or disconnected. 
With this 32% deducted the actual 
interviews per month were 30,600. 
Divided by 22 cities breaks this 
latter figure down to 1,361 calls per 
city and dividing the 1,361 by 14 
days of interviewing the calls per 
day for each municipality comes to 
98 calls. Dividing this still further 
by the 12 quarter-hour periods of 
interviewing the thing simmers 
down to the 8.2 calls per quarter- 
hour per city. 

Even if this small sample base 
were ample to determine, say the 
webs, the size of listening audi- 
ences to any one program and the 
percentage of sponsor identification, 
there are still other factors that 
make the C-H procedure dubious. 
Since the average Clark-Hooper in- 
vestigator must average about a 
call a minute he has little time to 
wait for the listener to get from 
the living room, particularly if the 
phone is remotely placed from 
where the latter is seated. As a 
result of this situation the per- 
centage of ‘not at home’ or ‘don’t 
answer’ is expected to be abnormal- 
ly high as far as the Clark-Hooper 
check is concerned. Webs further 
contend that the application of this 
‘not at home’ figure to “all sets in 
area’ is unfair in view of the fact 
that folks in small towns in the 
average area are ‘at home’ consid- 
erably more than people living in 
the big cities. 

The Questions 

Clark-Hooper investigators are 
under instruction to ask four ques- 
tions. They are: 

‘Were you listening to the radio 
just now?’ 

‘To what 
listening? 

‘What advertiser 
program? 

‘What product is advertised?’ 

From the C-H survey’s critics 
comes the charge that, although the 
questions indicate that an effort is 
made to determine the program 
actually being listened to at the 
time of interview, the _ findings 
themselves only account for those 
who identify the name of the pro- 
gram by its proper billing. 

Findings released by the * re- 
search outfit states that the average 
talent cost per program is approxi- 
mately 31% of the total cost. No 
sample programs are cited. When 
the time and talent costs, says the 
release, and the cost of per thou- 
sand sets identifying sponsor is 
computed the lowest cost is $1.86 
and the highest, $62.67, making the 
average cost $16.22. The networks 
arrived at their figure of $41.02 as 
the average cost per thousand 
actual magazine ad readers by 
using asa yardstick the George Gal- 
lup survey which found that the 
readership for specific ads in maga- 
zines averages 7%. 

(VaRIETY made and published a se- 
ries of sponsor identification sur- 
veys tn 13 cities during the spring 
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Femme Efficiency 





Cleveland, Feb. 4. 

Mrs. Edythe Melrose, mana- 
ger of WJAY, finds her sex a 
speed-up factor in closing time 
sales. She wastes no minutes 
when calling on clients. 

She is not expected to know 
anything about golf, football or 
—in consequence there are no 
long-winded digressions from 
the business at hand. 


WLAC, N’VILLE, 
BOUGHT BY 
J.T. WARD 


Nashville, Feb. 4. 

WLAC has been sold by the Life 
& Casualty Insurance company to 
J. Truman Ward, former official of 
the company and superintendent of 
the station. Transfer, is subject to 
approval of the Federal Radio Com- 
mission. Station will retain its 
original call letters, but will move 
into new quarters in the near future. 

Station will now be operated as 
WLAC, Inc., with Ward as presi- 
dent and treasurer; F. C. Sowell, 
Jr., vice president and secretary, 
and W. F. Carpenter, general coun- 
sel. These three will comprise the 
board of directors. 


In outlining future plans for 
WLAC, Ward said affiliations with 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
and World Broadcasting System 
will be continued under the new 
ownership. The station under its 
new management, will make a 
specialty of programs of local civic 
interest, such as important meet- 
ings of local clubs, conventions and 
the broadcasting of important ad- 
dresses delivered in Nashville. 


The transmitting station on the 
Murfreesboro road will continue at 
at its present location. Negotiations 
are under way for a new location 
of the: broadcasting studios some- 
where downtown. No change is 
contemplated in the present power 
station. It will continue to operate 
on 5,000 watts. WLAC is among the 
pioneers in the broadcasting field, 
having been licensed first to operate 
in 1926. Since that time WLAC has 
maintained a daily operating sched- 
ule of approximately 17 hours con- 
tinuous broadcasting. 

In the radio field, Ward served 
for three years as a director of the 
National Association of MBroad- 
casters and was elected president of 
the organization at its convention in 
Cincinnati last year. He was re- 
cently selected a member of the 
committee of 88 to promote the 
President’s birthday ball. 

F. C. Sowell, Jr., vice-president 
and secretary of the new broad- 
casting company, has been with 
WLAC as production manager since 
1930. Prior to that time he was 
connected with WMBC, Detroit, and 
before entering the radio field was 
a newspaperman. For the past 
three years he has served as vice 
president of the International Radio 
Club. W. F. Carpenter is a mem- 
ber of the law firm of Goodpasture 
& Carpenter. 

















CLARK SKIPS CONFAB 


WLW Exec Doesn’t Show Up at 
Mutual N. Y. Meet 








| John L. Clark, gen. mer. of 
WLW, Cincinnati, did not attend 
yesterday’s (Monday) meeting in 


New York of the Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System. Clark, however, was 
kept in telephonic communications 
with the conferees. 

WGN, Chicago, was represented 
at the gathering by E. K. Antrim, 
while G. Allen Campbell turned up 
as delegate for WXYZ, Detroit. 
Others in on the talk were Alfred 
J. McCosker, WOR prez, Theodore 
Streibert, WOR gen. mer., and Fred 
Weber, who the week before joined 
the network as co-ordinator of its 
operations, 


New York May 
Tax Stations 
3% as Utilities 


Move is on among New York 
city’s Board of Aldermen to have 
broadcasting stations classified as 
public utilities and bring the busi- 
ness done by the local outlets with- 
in the proposed new utility tax. Lat- 
ter tax, which calls for a 3% tax on 
gross business, is due to come up 
before the board today (Tuesday). 
Proponents of the radio phase of 
the measure figure that the tax 
would bring about $870,000 in new 
revenue to the municipality’s unem- 
ployment funds. 

Broadcasting tax would only ap- 
ply to local programs and the coin 
derived by local stations when the 
latter are used on a commercial 
hookup. 


AGENCY MAN GETS WLW 
CONTINUITY POSITION 


Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 
Walter Sagmaster, fresh in radio, 
is new head of continuity depart- 
ment for Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAIT, succeeding Sam Wilson, re- 
signed, Sagmaster, a native, wrote 
ad copy for J. Walter Thompson 
agency’s local and Chicago offices 
for six years and filled same post 
here with the Ralph H. Jones office 
for a year. 
Wilson moves to Columbus, O., 
to become crick of the Dispatch. 


Columbus’ Air Break 


Columbus, Feb. 4. 

Since Amos ’n’ Andy dropped off 
WLW, Cincy, with its super-power, 
the local stations now find it pos- 
sible to command Columbus listen- 
ers and sell the 7-7:30 section for 
sponsorship. 

Previously the blackface pair 
monopolized Columbus, but without 
a Columbus outlet. 


























Benny, Spitalny Object to Spotlight 
Ads in Charity Show—Take a Walk 





Jack Benny and Phil Spitalny 
walked from the musicians’ relief 
broadcast last Sunday (3) which 
Schaefer beer underwrote because of 
the way the commercial billed the 
charity angle in the spotlight ads it 
carried in the New York dallies. The 
ads, claimed Benny and Spitalny, 
gave the impression that all the 
artists listed had been retained by 
and were being paid by the Schaefer 
Co. Benny and Spitalny also ob- 
jected to the fact that the line, ‘For 
the Benefit of Musicians’ Emer- 
gency Relief Fund,’ was not only set 
up in very small type but buried in 
the ad. 

Other acts that failed to show, 





though billed, were Charles Win- 


ninger and Phil Baker. For the use 
of 10 mike names and a CBS studio 
combo, whose leadership was shared 
by Andre Kostelanetz and William 
M. Daly, and an hour’s time over 
nine New York City outlets Schaefer 
contributed $10,000 to the Musicians’ 
Emergency Relief Fund, chairmaned 
by Walter Damrosch and devoted to 
taking care of professional and as- 
piring concert artists. 

Because the Damrosch affair does 
not split with the relief fund of the 
New York musicians’ union the 
latter’s members are required to 
collect the scale fee for appearing 
on these broadcasts, 

Continental Baking on Jan 20 
sponsored a similar broadcast. 





WLW Case Separately Considered 
By Broadcasting Trade; Do Not 
See Any Slap at Super-Power 


Cincinnati, Feb. 4. 

Pending decision on an appeal of 
the Federal Communications 
Board’s denial for extended rights 
to 500,000-watt transmission at 
night, WLW is continuing unlimited 
operation at that signal strength. 
Oral hearing on subject slated for 
Feb. 11 in Court of Appeals in 
Washington. 

First six months’ permit to the 
Crosley station for 590 kw broad- 
casting expired Jan. 31. Renewal 
was refused by Federal commish on 
complaint by Canadian authorities 
that WLW super power interfered 
with reception of a Toronto station. 
Commish granted WLW authority 
to carry on with 500 kw during day- 
light and ordered nighttime power 
restored to the station's former 5@ 
kw strength. Crosley execs immee 
diately countered with an appeal. 





Action taken by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
against WLW’s 500,000-watt status 
is not regarded by prominent 
broadcasting engineers as _ fore- 
shadowing the kne!l of super power 
in the United States. In some 
quarters the order forcing the Cincy 
outlet to return to 590,000 waits is 


not even considered a setback for 
the industry’s advocates of high 
voltage transmission. These au- 
thorities hold that WLW’s opera- 


tion as a 500-kilowatter has proved 
anything but a technical failure and 
that the way is still onen for others 
to obtain the necessary permission 
to undertake similar experiments. 
Behind the FCC’s move against 


WLW, it is reported in broadcast 
circles, were other elements than 
those involving international 


comity. Chief among these other 
elements was a delicate personal 
situation that has existed for some 
time. As a result of this conflict of 
personalities it didn’t take a super- 
abundance of pressure for the ad- 
ministrative factors to accept and 
act favorably on the arguments 
submitted by the supervisors of 
Canadian broadcasting. 

Advertising agencies and spon- 
sors immediately instituted inquir- 
ies as to an adjustment of time 
rates by WLW in view of the FCC 
order to clip the power. WLW is 
giving no intimation of its policy 
until such time as the appeal is 
heard. 





Toronto, Feb. 4. 

Station CFRB, the plaintiff 
against WLW’s super-power, denies 
any intimations from the American 
side of the border that its equip- 
ment is in any resnect inferior. 
Harry Sedgwick, the manager, 
states that CFRB is ‘as modern as 
any broadcasting station in the 
United States.’ 

Station is properly monitored and 
conforms with all technical regula- 
tions of both Canadian and Federal 
commissions, Sedgwick declares. 


COWLES RESHAPE IOWA 
BROADCASTING MAP 


KSO will continue as the Des 

Moines release for NBC’s blue link. 
Call letters for the outlet in that 
town, which is slated to carry CBS 
programs after March 17, will be 
KRNT. Both stations are owned 
and operated by the Cowles Bros., 
publishers of the Des Moines Reg- 
ister. 
In the reshuffling of the Iowa out- 
lets they control, the Cowles are 
moving WMT from Waterloo to 
Cedar Rapids and switching KSO 
from wavelength 1370 k.c. to 1420 
k.c., which was formerly occupied 
by KWCR, Cedar Rapids. KWCR 
will disappear entirely from the pic- 
ture and the call letters KRNT as- 
signed to 1370 k.c. Both KRNT and 
WMT are being equipped with new 
transmitters. 


Reid at WMCA 
Lewis Reid, former associate pro- 
gram director at WOR, New York 
has moved to WMCA to take over 
duties as program director. Change 
became effective this past week. 














Reid was with WOR for five 
years. 

Dick Fishel has also been ap- 
pointed in charge of special events 
for the Flamm station. 


i 7 


Peeters asst w. 


ee aers 


hen mone 


a Se 


solthinitathodis- ae = 


on eas 





enelgeeee -: 


OR EO 





cNegees 


x 
. 
+ 
s 
+ 











Pie eke abet. 5 





= 


eiik: aa ieee ee ee 


Sal 
oe 


ue 


ATS ORR SIFTS SARTRE Cae De 


ACPA I GA PO A 


<r Rede 














Ree PSS RMD Te 2. AE IE ip 9 


are 


PETE PIO, ER py 


eh Me. 


Sas 








[> 


RADIC 





Tuesday, February 5, 1935 





VARIETY 


— 














MMERCIALS 


WEEK OF FEB. 5- FEB. 11 








This Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and py 8 Bg hy ay ‘Gamat Giinsetad 
Mutual neworks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser's name. 9-M-WABO Xavier Cugat Ure : : 
ay) 10-Ta-W ABC 
e - Lucrezia Bori Benny Goodman Or ; 
All time is p. m. unless otherwise noted. Where one advertiser A Kostelanets Orc| Phil Duey ___ 9-Th-WABC 
Sage ayo tases ‘ ‘ listed c swely 9-W-WABC Frank Luther Casa Loma Band 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. y oy Walter O'Keefe 
An asterisk before name indicates advertising agency handling i — tz Ore | Connie Gates Annette Hanshaw 
. . oe Helen Ward Alice Frost 
account -S-Wene Louls Alvarez Jack O'Keefe 
a , : : . . . Richard Bonell . -Eric Loute Sorin 
Abbreviations: Su (Sunday); M (Monday); Tu (Tuesday); A Memalansten Ost _—o tony Kay Renwick 
Ww iicw ednesday); Th (Thursday); F (F riday); 8: (Saturday). *Newell-Emmett Ly ORSE IKicruy Sargent 
(Toothpaste) Pee Wee Hunt 
or aon ered 11:45-M-W-F *Wm. Esty 
ACME PAINT {Frances Langford { Larry Taylor HOOVER SRR wae lw petoenn RITCHIE CO. 
6:30-Su- WABC luzzy Marcellino Henrietta Sch’mann 6-Su-WEAF ‘Sports Page of the Milton Rettenberg 8-Tu-WdIZ 
@miling McConnel! |/oy Hodges —, en A or| Edward Davies Air’ Lou Raderman tno Crime Clues 
*Henri. H. & Mcp | Anna Sten Le ete Schumann-Heink Don Wilson Lucien Schmidt 8-W-WIZ 
,aPe aioe eo oung Joe Koestner William Shelley *Stack-Goble eee 
. - °F, e § *E yin-W ? ~ , serenade 
9M -WEAE CARLSBAD | FORD MOTOR |*Erwin-Wasey [John McGovern | NORTHWERTERN | 1 00 Cnn ung 
Harry Horlick (Salts) , opt EDNA WALLACE Ilomay Bailey 
2 seem Ng 4:30-Su- Wz. Served 5 5 i HOPPER ce LOUIS PHILLIPPE , 8-M-waz Mark Hellinger 
‘aris & Part 7:15-Tu-W: a M ‘ 116 y ° : an arber Giadys Glad 
AMERICAN oem Morton Downey és O60Se-w ARS Su-W ABC 3 Soy See: Dorothy Page mile Coleman Ore 
HOME PRODUCTS/ Guy Bates Post — aring ‘Romance of Helen| ygrie Little French | Bob White *N. W. Ayer 
(Anacin) | Ray Sinatri Ore o6 eases Trent’ oe nem Elinor Harriott SCHOLL CO. 
7:30-M-Tu-W- *Kiesewetter Kay Thompson Virgina Clark Ruth Yorke Ed Prentess > stm c 
WEAF CARNATIow MILK| *N. W. Ayer Lester Tremayne | james Meighan Virginia Lee (Footpads) _ 
‘Easy Aces 10-M-WEAF FORHAN Marie Nelson Paul Stewart *Hays McFarland 7.30-Tu-Th-Sa-WOR 
Goodman Ace Lullaby Lady (Toothpaste) Alice Hill *Blackett PACIFIC BORAX ‘The Street Singer 
Jane Ace gg Bee 7:15-M-W-F-WEAF | Sundra Love atin Arthur Tracy 
*Blecket(-8-H ‘Erwin, Wasey ‘Stories of the Gene McMillen LUDEN 9-Th-WIZ *Donahue & Coe 
AMERICAN posta pace a Black Chamber | Jack Doty ata Beste ene Day*’| SILVER DUST 
ANG MILLS *Ruthrauff-R aze opheide - _W-F. 
ROLII ° 8-F-WEAF *Blackett Mary Courtlandt Joseph Bell ’ 7:30-M-W-F- WARC 
6:30-Su- WEAF : GEN. BAKING HORLICK Robt. Armbuster Edwin W. Whitney | ‘The O'Neilis’ 
Frank Simon Ore ——- ort saad 5:30-Su-WABC (Malted Milk) 8:45-Sa-WABC Lonesome Cowbo Kate MeComb 
Bennett Chapple Rosario Bourdon OF! | ie Sandersod 7:15-Dally Ex. Sa-| Mary Courtland Joseph Bonitme Ore | Jimmy Tansey 
*Gardner-G apt A Thomas Frank Crumit ; Su-WOR_ Robt Armbruster *McC. Brick Gee — 
ARMOUR ; oy Chas Magnante Lum & Abner Jim Stanley ° PACKARD fo Weer 
9:30-F-WIZ COCA os. *B. B. D. & O | *Lord & Thomas Paul Parkes 8:30-Tu-WIZ *B.. B. D. & O 
ee Sener co gg GENERAL CIGAR| HOUSEHOLD | {Waiter ‘Scant Lawrence Tibbett ” SINCLAIR — 
Gabrielle De Lay Frank Black Ore (White Owl) FINANCE es. + ofath — Quenna Mario R 
Harry McNaughton] Chorus 9:30-W-WABO 7:30-Tu-WJZ ee atoes . Wilfred Pelletier 0-M-WJIZ 
Leon Belasco Ore *D’Arcy wa GEO. W. LUFT *Young R Gene Arnold 
*Lord & Thomas : > Burns & Allen ear A. Guest (Cosmetics) Bill Childs 
COLGATE FAL | pau Regan Jos Koestner’s Ore 10-W-WIZ PEPSODENT | Mac McCloud 
B. T. BABBITT 10-Tu- WEAF . Charles Sears 4 
’ , Bobby Dolan Ore a 7-Daily Ex Sat San-/ Joe Parsons 
os 1:80-Sa-WEAF ‘Palmolive Soap) | «Thompson he 1 —— & Harry marwet ossip WJZ Cliff Soubier 
ary Small ‘The Only Girl’ *C. D. Frey —— ao Amos ‘n’ And 
Wm. Wirges Ore | Gladys Swarthout | GEN. ELECTRIC | HUDSON MoToR | *Cec!!, W-<« PINEX CO. or a 
Fred Hufsmith John Barclay 12:15-Su-WEAF 8:30-M-WABC LUX ° 
—. Nat Shilkret ‘What Home Means] getg smith 2:30-Su-WJZ 1:00 Sew -7-WARC SHELL 
ar Four 9:30-M-WEAF to Me’ 3 Ambassadore ‘The First Year’ setie Jac e 6:30-Sa-WABC 
at gn 3 (ColgateToothpaste)| Generar Foops| William Adams Gene Raymond eee 7 ee ‘Sports Review’ 
BEECHNUT Otto Harbach 2:30-F-WEAF Jack Miller Ore Lilla Lee Eddie Dooley 
7:30-M-W-f-WJZ | Martha Mears Marth . *Brooke-Smith Maude Blair 7:45 dally ex. Sa- | Red Hutton 
Red Davis’ Al Goodman Ore mot a a u PHREY’ John Milton Su-WABC *J. W. Thompson 
Burgess Meredith *Benton-B , at ae rb tom Y's Sidney Smith Boake Carter SMITH BROS. 
eg epee cooK’s Tours | Warren Hull {eer Peggy Paige *Hutchins 9-Sa-WEAF 
Marion Darney Warren Hull 10:30 a. m.-S-M-W | calvin Thomas PHILIP MORRIS 
5:30-Su-WJZ Frances Lee Barton F-WEAF . Rose Bampton 
pe Ragge PS Helen Carew y Scra Lambert 
nny Kane Travelogs Young & Rubican] Peter de Rose *J, Walt. Thompson 8-Tu-WEAF Billy Hill oe 
Eunice Howard Malcolm La Prade 9-Th-WEAF May Singhi Breen LUXOR ae. ae s Ore Nat Shilkret Ore 
Jean Southern *L. D. Wertheimer (Maxwell) Bob Emery $-Su-WEAF 10:45 a. m.-Sa-WOR| *Homman. T. & F. 


*McCann-E 
BETTER SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
11:45-Su-WJIZ 
*‘Words to Wise’ 
*Auspitz & Lee 


BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Ohman & Arden 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
*Blackett 
BLUE COAL 
1:15-M-W-¥F-WEAF 
*Peggy’s Doctor 
Rosaline Green 
6:30-M-W-WABC 
"The Shadow’ 
Frank Readick 
Allyn Jossiyn 
‘Wm. Johnstone 
Virginia Venable 
Betty Worth 
Julia Noa 
aul Huber 
Bantos Ortego 
ury Macy 
Wilmer Walter 
Paul Stewart 
Bradley Barker 
Rita Vale 
Betty Garde 
Alice Reinhardt 
Milton Herman 
Walter Soderling 
®Ruthrauff-R 
BORDEN 
9-F-WJZ 
Beatrice Lillie 
Cavalier 4 
Warren Hull 
Lee Perrin Ore 
11:45-W-WEAF 
“Magic Recipes’ 
Bill Bradley 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
A. 8. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su-WABC 
ving Kaufman 
Biackett.S-H 
BREITENBACH 
(Pepto-Mangan) 
2-Su-WJ 
Anthony Frome 
lwyn Bach 
McCann-Erickson 
BRILLO 
12:30-Su-WABC 
Tito Guizar 
Samuel Amorosi 
Joseph Gibson 
Lucien Schmidt 
Sylvester Giilis 
®F. Presbrey 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 
(Sal Hepatica) 
(Ipana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
leen Douglas 
‘in Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Lennie Hayton 
*Benton & Bowles 
CAMPANA 
6:30-Su-WJZ 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 
Phil Lord 
Betty Winkler 
10-F-W EAF 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
Clift Soubier 
gE Sagerquist Ore 
Aubrey Wallace 
CAMYBELL 
(Soup) 
9:30-F-WABC 
‘Hollywood Hote 


CORN PRODUCTS 
8-Th-WABC 
(Linit) 

‘Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny 
Rosaline Green 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
Pat Harrington 
Gypsy Cooper 
Mary Rumrill 
Ann De Marco 
Lilyan Perron 
12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 
CRAZY WATER 
(Crystals) 
2:30-Su-WEA 
Gene Arnold 
Commodores 
8:30-M-WJIZ 
Carefree Carnival 
*Direct 
CREAM 0’ WHEAT 
7-Su-WABC 
Alexander Woollcott 
R. Armbruster Orc 
*J. W. Thompson 
CRYSTAL CORP. 
(Outdoor Girl) 
7:30-8-WABC 
Gladys Baxter 
Walter Preston 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
Burford Hampden 
Kay Carroll 
Ruth Easton 
*United Adv 
R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 


‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Joseph Granby 
Marion Allen 
Fred Utell 
Walter Tetley 
Louis Hector 
Paul Stewart 
*Ruthrauff & R 
DELCO 
5:45-Sa-WABC 
Art Dickson 
Charlie Morgan 
*Geyer Co 
EMERSON 
(Bromo Seltzer) 
8:30-F-WIZ 
‘Intimate Revue’ 
Al Goodman Ore 
Jane Froman 
*J. M. Mathes 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
Gertrude Niesen 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
Nelson Eddy 
Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 


FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 


FLETCHER’S 
CASTORIA 
8-Sa-WABC 

Roxy & Gang 
Kitty Lewis 
Ruth Carhart 
Aimee Deloro 
Herbert Kingsley 
Vicki Chase 








ick Powell 
ouella Parsons 
1 Fio-Rito Ore 


Darrell Woodyard 
Alfred Seville ‘ 


Frank McIntyre 
Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molaaseg ‘n’ Jan’ry 
Gus Haenschep 


8:30-W-WIZ 
(Log Cabin Syrup) 


Lanny Ross 


Harry Salter Ore 
*Benton & B 
1-Su-WJIZ 
(Jell-O) 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Don Bestor Ore 
Frank Parker 
10-W-WABO 
(Grapenuts) 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
Mark Warnow Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL MILLS 
4:45-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 
‘Life of Mary 
Southern’ 
Linda Carlon 
*McCord Co, 
5:30-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong 
All American Boy 
4-Dally-WIZ 
‘Betty & Bob’ 
Betty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Louis Roen 
*Blackett 
GEN. MOTORS 
9:30-Tu-WABC 
(Chevrolet) 
Douglas Stanbury 
Isham Jones 
10-Su-WEAF 
(Pontiac) 
Jane Froman 
Modern Choir 
Frank Black Ore 
8-Su-WJZ 
(Institutional) 
Alex Smallens 
Feodor Challapin 
*Campbell-Ewald 
GROVE LAB. 
(Bromo Quinine) 
1:45-Su-Tu-Th-F- 
WABC 
Pat Kennedy 
Art Kassel Oro 
*Stack-Goble 
GULF 
7:30-Sua-WABC 
Chas Winninger 
Pickens Sis 
Frank Parker 
Revellers 4 
Frank Tours Ore 
*Cecil, W. & C. 
8. GUMPERT 
10:05-W-WABC 


‘Voice of Romance’ 


*Rose-Martin 
HEALTH PROD. 
6-Su-W ABO 
(Feen-A-Mint) 

‘Amateur Night’ 
Ray Perkins, M.C. 


Arnold Johnson Orc 


*Wm. Esty 
HECKER H-0 
6:15-Dally Ex. 
Su-WABC 
‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Neill O'Malley 
Fitrence Hallop 
Billy Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
John Battle 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
John Shea 
Peter Dixog 
*Erwin-Wasey 


Sa- 


IRONIZED YEAST 
Zs — 
Whispering Jack 
Smith 
*Ruthrauff-R 
JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJZ 
Walter Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su- ¥ 
Tony Wons 
Loretta Poynton 
Hazel Dopheide 
Emery Darcy 
Ginna Vanno 
Ronnie & Van 
Anne Campbell 
*Needham 
KELLOGG 


5:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
8u-WJIZ 

‘Binging Lady’ 

Ireene Wicker 

7:45-Th-WJZ 

Ruth Etting 

Red Nichol’s Ore 

*N. W. Ayer 


KLEENEX 
12-M to F Inclusive 
-WEAF 

‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
*Lord & Thomas 


KOLYNOS 
Ex Sa- 


‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos. Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 
KRAFT-PHENIZ 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Peggy Healy 
Jack Fulton 
Helen Jepson 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King 
*Stack-Goble 
LAMBERT 
PHARMACAL 
(Listerine) 
1:40-Sa-WEAF-WJZ 
Metropolitan Opera 
‘Don Giovannt’ 
Rosa Ponselle 
Ezio Pinza 
Et’re Panizza, Con 
Geraldine Farrar 
*Lambert-Feasley 


LEHN & FINK 
8-Su-WABO 
(Pebeco) 

Eddie Cantor 
Harry Einstein 
Rubinoff 
8:30-Su-WABC 
(Hinds Honey & 
Almond Cream) 
‘Club Romance’ 
Lois Bennett 
Conrad Thibault 
Lee Patrick 
Ned Wever 
Don Voorhees 
*Blackman 


THOS, LEEMING 
(Baume Bengue) 
8:30-F-WOR 

Norman Cordon 
Lucille Peterson 
Choristers 4 
Lou Katzman Orc 
*Wm, Esty 
LIBBY McNEILL 
5-M-W-F-WABO 
‘Adventure Hour 
Albert Brown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Jesse Pugh 





Karl Way 
*J. Walt. Thompson 





LIFE SAVEKS 
8-M-W-WABC 
‘Diane & Her ITffe 

Saver’ 
Rhoda Arnold 
Alfred Drake 
Lucille Wall 
John Griggs 
Myer Davis Ore 
*Topping & Lloyd 


*Lord & Thomas 
MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-WABC 
(True Story) 

‘Court of Human 

Relations’ 

Percy Hemus 

Arnold Johnson's Or 

Elsie Hitz 

Ned Wever 

Howard Smith 

Lucille Wal) 

Allyn Joslyn 

Paul Stewart 
8:30-Th-WABC 

(Liberty) 

Edwin C. Hill 

Edward Nell 

Fulton Oursler 

Lee H Bristol 

Arnold Johnson Ore 

*Erwin-Wasey 


MALTEX 
1-Su-WEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Leonard Joy Ore 
*Sam C. Croot 
MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Chas. Gaylord Ore 
*Cramer Kasselt 


MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
*Direct 
DR. MILES LAB’S 

(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJIZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Uncle Ezra 
Lulu Belle 
Maple City 4 
4:45-M-W-F- WEAF 
‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radio 

Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 
Cliff Soubier 
Carleton Guy 
Nora Cunneen 
*Wade 


MOHAWK 
CARPET MILLS 
12:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 

Su-W ABC 
‘6 Star Jones’ 
John Kaul 
Elizabeth Day 
Herbert Rawlinson 
J Anthony Jones 
Florence Malone 
Houston Richards 
Eddie Marr 
*Blackett-S-H, 

MOLLE 


7:30-Th-WEAF 
Al Bernard 
Emil Casper 
Theo. Carle 
Mario Cozzi 
Milt Rettenberg Orc 
*Stack-Goble 
MONTGOMERY 
WARD 
2-Su-WEAF 
‘Stories of The Old 
Testament’ 
Harvey Hays 
*Hays McFarland 
BENJ. MOORE 
(Paints) 


11:30 a. m.-W- 
WABO 


Betty Moore 
Lew White 
*Direct 
JOHN C, 
MORRELL 
2:15-Sa-WJIZ 
(Dog Food) 
Don Becker 


eHenrl, He & MoD. 





MUELLER C. 


16:15 a. m. Daily Clemens 

Ex. Sa-Su-WABC *Donahue-Coe 

*Bill @& Ginger’ REMINGTON 

Virginia Baker eaten 

Lyn Murray -~ Sn a ir Dir 

*Hellwig ‘ yor, -» Dir. 

March of Time 

NATIONAL Howard Barlow Orc 


BISCUIT CO. 


eS Sew Graphologist SOCONY VACUUM 
pe iL rh Mme. N. Olyanova 7-Sa-W ABC 
— a rane *Biow Co. ‘Soconyland 

3 a ae PILLSBURY Sketches’ 

oan ane ° Chas. Webster 
Marjorie Hannan 10:30-Dally-WJZ A. P. Kaye 


‘Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 

Lucy Gillman. 

Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 

11 a.m.-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ |- 


SPARKS 
Mary Ellis Ames 
* Hutchinson me 
a ee Jolly Coburn Ore 
Guy Lombardo H Van Emburgh 
Pat Barnes *Edwin Wasey 
*Lake-Spiro-C Pog ht ; 
og oodas 
— 5:45-Su- WJZ 
6-Sa-WABC A Payson Terhune 


Arthur Murray 
Earl Oxford 
Leith Stevens 


*Blaker 
PREMIER PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 


Ben Bernie 

Lupe Velez 
Morris-W. & E. 
J. L. PRESCOTT 


(Oxol) ; 
10:30 a.m.-Daily Ex,| Roderick Cross 
Sa Su-wARo (Royal Gelatine) 


Jack Fulton Ore. 
*B. B. D. & O. 


t+ & G’MBLE 


Ex. 
Su-WEAF 
(Crisco) 
Vic & Sade’ 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
(ivory Soap) 
‘The Gibson Fam’ 
Conrad Thibault 
Jack & L Clemens 
Lois Bennett 


10:30-F-WABC 
een _ ‘The O'Flynn’ 
Viola Philo 


$:15-Dally Except 
Sa & Su-WEA 
(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornum 
Chae. Eggleston 
*Blackett 


RALSTON 
10:15-W-WJIZ 
Madame Sylvia 
*Gardner 


RCA RADIOTRON 
9-Sa-WJZ 

Boswell Sis 

Viola Warren 

Ray Hendricks 

John B. Kennedy 

Frank Black Ore 


*Lord & Thomas 9-F-WEAF 
RCA VICTOR (Phillips Mag) 
2-W-WIZ ‘Waltz Time’ 
Richard Himber Abe Lyman Oro 
Joey Nash Frank Munn 


Xavier Cugat 
Fats Waller 
Loretta Lee 


John B. Kennedy Vivienne Segal 
*Lord & Thomas yt Mar ma s 
5:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
— om aan Su-WABC 
— ‘Skippy’ 


Chas. Previn Orch 
Olga Albani 


*Erwin-Wasey Ray Appleby, Dir. 

apes TAG | “anche 

Edna Odell ats) | ~ ithe 

Phil Porterfield (Calif. Syrup Figs) 

Irma Glen ‘Dick Tracy’ 

Earl Lawrence Ned Wever 
REISER CO, Lester Jay 
(Shampoo, etc.) Walter Kinsel 





11:15 a. 8a- 
Weae 


Jack & Loretta 


“3. B. D. & O. 


R. J. REYNOLDS 


Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabel Winlocke 
Robert Strauss 
Edith Spencer 
John Milton 

Ruth Russell 
William Stickles Or 
*J. S. Getchell 


*Paris & Peart 


STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su-WEAF 
(Chase & Sanborn) 

Opera Tabloids 
‘La Boheme’ 
Editha Fleischer 
Jan Pearce 
Josephine Antoine 
Wilbur Evans 


Mary Picxford witb 
Stock Co. 

‘Sign on the Door’ 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 

Rudy Vallee and 

His Conn. Yanks 
7:30-Su-WJZ 

Joe Penner 

Stefanni Diamond 

Ozzie Nelson Ore 

Harriet Hilliard 

*J. Walt. T'homp. 

STANDARD OIL 

OF NEW JERSEY 


Milton Watson 
Ray Collins 
Lucille Wall 
Leigh Lovell 

Jack Smart 

John Griggs 

Nat Shilkret Orch 
*McCenn-Erick 
STERLING PROD. 

8-Tu-WABC 

(Bayer’s Aspirin) 
Frank Munn 

Hazel Glenn 

Gus Haenschen Orc 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 
Virginia Rea 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 

Gus Haenschen Orc 


Vivienne Segal 
8:30-Tu-WABC 
Abe Lyman 


Franklin Adama, J1 
Francis Smith 


Charles Slattefy 
"Stack Goble 





ST. DEBAKER 
9:30-Sa-W ABC 
8-M-WEAF 
Richard Himber 
foey Nash 
*“Roche-W-C 
SUN OIL 
6:45-Dailly Except 
Sa-Sa-WJZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche-Wiiliame 


SWIFT 
8-Sa-WEAF 


Sigmund Romberg 
Wm. Lyon Phelps 
Stuart Churchill 
Lella Fisk 

*J. Walt Thompson 


TASTYEAST 
12-Su-WJdZ 


Sam Hearn 
Johnny Blue Orch 
Betty Jane 
George Bueler 
Alice Frost 
Larry Grant 
Peggy Flynn 
*Stack-Goble 
TEXAS cO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


UNION CENTRAL 
(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJIZ 

‘Roses & Drums’ 

Helen Claire 

Reed Brown, Jr. 

John Griggs 

Gus Smith 

Wright Kramer 

J. Spurin-Calieta 

tom Carr 

Jcve Curtin 

Elward Jerome 

Jack Roslugh 

Morgan Farler 

Porter Halli 

Gur Bates Pum 

Erwyn Mutch 

*J. Wait. Thompson 


UNITED DRUG 
4-Su-WEAF 
Rhythm Symphony 
DeWolfe Hopper 
*Street & Finney 
0. S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
‘One Night Stands’ 

Pic Malone 
Pat Padgett 
Josef Bonime 
*McC.-Erick 
VICK 
7:15-M-W-F-WJIZ 
Willard Robison Or 
Quartet 
9-Tu-WJZ 
Grace Moore 
*Cecil, W. C. 
5-8u-WABC 
Freddy Martin Orc 
Vera Van 
Donald Novis 
Warren Hull 
Elmer Feldkamp 
Terry Shand 
Male 3 
*Young & R. 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
5:45-Dally-WJdZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 
CHAS, WARNER 
(Sloan’s Linament} 
8-W-WJIZ 
Warden Lawes in 
‘20,000 yrs, Sing 


Maria Jeritza 

*Cecil. W. C. 

WASEY PROD’CTS 

8:15-M-W-F- 

WABC 

Edwin C. Hill 

12-Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 

AB 


w Cc 
6:45-Su-WABC 
Voice of Experience 
2-Su-WOR 
Jacob Tarshish, The 

Lamplighter 
*Erwin Wasey 
G. WASHINGTON 

(Coffee) 
9:45-Su-WJIZ 
‘Adventures of Sher- 
lock Holmes’ 
Louls Hector 
Leigh Lovel 
Joseph Bell 
*Cecil, W. C. 
8. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WEAF 

Pierre Le Kreeun 
Raquel de Carlay 
Jerome Mann 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Blackett 

WELCH 

(Grape Juice) 

8-F-WJIZ 
frene Rich 
*Kastor 
WESTCLOX 
4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
= & EE So. 
WHEATENA 
6:45-Dally except 
Sa-Su-WEAF 
Dramatic Serial 

Billy Batchelor’ 
Ray Knight 
Janet Freeman 
Bobby Jordan 
Emily Vass 
Maurice Ellis 
Clarence Straight 
*McKee-Albright 

WOODBURY 
9-Tu-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Mills Bros. 
Georgie Stoll Orc 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 
‘Dangerous Para- 
dise’ 
Elsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 


4:30-Su-WEAF 
Harry Reser 
Ray Heatherton 
Peg Le Centra 
*Jerome B. Gray 

WM. WRIGLEY 

7-Dally Ex. Sa- 

Su-WABC 

‘Myrt ‘n’ Marge’ 
Myrtle Vati 
Donna Damerel 
Violet MeClare 


Here and There 


Clarence Wheeler, managing 
director of WHEC, Rochester, and 
Maurice Clarke, chief engineer, flew 
to Washington last week in the 
Gannett Newspapers plane to con- 
sult with FCC. 








Roy Cowan, WFAA announcer, to 
play Dr. Haggett role in Dallas Lit- 
tle theatre production of ‘The Late 
Christopher Bean.’ 





Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm 2v: 
Linit to broadcast from Mecca tein 
ple (3,000 seater) on Feb. 14. 





R. C. Pabst, head of the Don Lee 
interests in San Francisco, around 
New York last week. 

Margaret Jessup, spot booker for 
McCann-Erickson, New York, is on 
an 18-day cruise along the West 
Indies, 





Burt McMurtrie, ex ABS v.p., and 
Paul Green, formerly of the CBS 
program department, leaving New 
York to freelance on the westcoast. 





Arthur Snyder is being trans- 
ferred by CBS from New York to 
the Hollywood studios. Replacing 
George McGarrett, who comes last. 


Jeannine Macy singing with 
Henry Thies and His Pure Oil Pep- 
sters over WLW. 

Frank Monroe and Jack Prigmore 
are singing on the new Dallas Gas 
Company account over WFAA, 
Dallas. 





Canadian Radio Commission has 
scheduled a one-hour broadcast on 
‘Clive of India’ (20th Cent) on Feb. 
6 from 9 to 10 EST, in place of the 
regular Hour of Gaiety and Ro- 
mance, and will be heard through- 
out the entire Dominion. 

Marshall T. Miltimore, former 
chief announcer of WCAX, Burling- 
ton, Vt., has joined the editorial 
staff of the New York Times. 





Don Hayes, temporary ennouncer 
at WCAX, Burlington, Vt., was for- 
merly a member of the announcing 
staff of KOA, Denver. 





Betty Bowker from. San Antonio 
is singing on WINS, New York. 





Eddie Edwards, KMBC, Kansas 
City, has the largest sound library 
in that state. 





Ben Loewy, WHN tenor, shifts 
from a Wednesday spot to Tuesday, 
starting Feb. 5. 


Phil Virto doing vocals with 
Lloyd Huntley’s orchestra at Hotel 
Statler and over WBEN. 





Half and Half Smoking Tobacco, 
an American Tobacco Co. product, 
makes its debut on NBC’c a blue 
(WJZ) Unk this Thursday with a 
series of dramas based on case his- 
tories of the Royal Canadian North 
Mounted Police. Incidental music 
will be furnished by a 25-pliece brass 
band under Graham Harris’ direc- 
tion. Program will fill the 8:30 to 
9 p.m. EST. span. 

Contract is for minimum of 18 
weeks and N. W. Ayer fs the agency. 


Bapscomb Hopson, president of 
WAPI, Birmingham, has purchased 
WIJIBY, Gadsen, Ala. 





Meredith Wilson, general musical 
director of NBC's western division, 
has authored a new composition, 
‘Radio City Suite’. 





LaTour Manages CBS Theatres 

Arthur LaTour becomes super- 
visor of CBS’ 44th and 45th Street 
Radio Playhouses. Alfred Wagstaff 
is assistant supervisor of the for- 
mer place, and Jack Page is assis- 
tant in charge of the 45th Street 
house. 

George Lehman, formerly at this 
last named theatre, has been shifted 
to the maintenance department. 

At present there is a general re- 
arrangement of departments under- 
way at CBS. Press department due 
to move from the 19th floor to the 
17th floor this week. Room is be- 
ing made for a new legal depart- 
ment under J. H. Ream. Shifting 
will be underway for the next two 
weeks, 





WYETH 
2:30-Su-WABC 
(Hill's Nose Drops) 
‘Hammerstein's Mu 

sic Hall of the Alr 
Ted Hammerstein 
10:45-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
Cabbage Patch 


Elinor Rella 

Ray Hedge 
Dorothy Day 
Vincent Coleman 
Redge Knorr 

Renee Rodier 

Ray Appleby 

6:45- Th-F-S-WABC 
Margaret Brainard 
John Augustine Orc 








*Frances Hooper *Blackett-s- 
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E CANTOR 
gon David Rubinoff and Orchestra, 


Ted Husing, Parkyakarkas (Harry 
Einstein) 

Comedy, Songs, Orchestra 

30 Mins. | 

ommercia 
WABC, New York 

With the event marking for him 
a switeh in both account and net- 
work, Eddie Cantor Sunday night 
(3) took up the torch for Pebeco and 
uncorked a smackerino of a per- 
formance. Crowding of the pro- 
gram down to a half hour proved 
all to Cantor’s advantage. Under 
the necessity of making every min- 
ute count, Cantor kept his material 
down to essentials, with the result 
that every exchange sizzled with the 
stuff that makes for consistent 
chuckles and midsector mirth. 

For his debut under the Lehn & 
Fink banner (Lenner & Mitchell 
agency) Cantor limits his support to 
Ted Husing, who proves a capable 
straight for Cantor’s style of give- 
and-take, and to Harry Einstein's 
treek dialect. The Parkyakarkas 
episodes turned out the heavy thun- 
der of the program's gag melange. 
At times the Cantor-Einstein cross- 
fire took on a passage that im- 
pressed as a little too fast for the 
average listener, but this possibility 
was minimized by the deft dovetail- 
ing of the lines and the clearness 
with which they registered on the 
loudspeaker. 

Cantor’s variation of the George 
Washington, Jr., gag clicked. When 
he did the whimsy with James Wal- 
lington, on one of the Chase & San- 
born stanzas, the uttering of the lie 
was tied up with a sound effect. 
Substituted for the version with 
Husing was reference to a green 
light, including a lisp and dialect bit. 
Cantor also went away back for one 
of the two numbers, the ‘Baby’ song 
from an early Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ edi- 
tion. The other was ‘The Farmer 
Takes a Wife.’ 

Dave Rubinoff got three innings 
for the airing of as many swell ar- 
rangements. Standout of the three- 
some was ‘Let Me Call You Sweet- 
heart,’ in which the maestro gave 
his violin major attention. ‘Conti- 
nental’ was a pip orchestration. 

Cantor’s debut program for the 
toothpaste went out of its way sev- 
eral times to impress upon the lis- 
teners that the comic was no longer 
connected with Chase & Sanborn 
coffee. The method used was both 
adroit and diverting, and will be re- 
peated on the next two programs. 

Plug phase of the Pebeco show 
came in for two different treatments, 
with Cantor and Dr. David D. 
Freundlich, dental expert, who has 
appeared on other Pebeco programs, 
taking a hand in the selling. Dr. 
Freundlich made it a straight scien- 
tific recital on the care of the teeth 
and the advantages of the Pebeco 
brand, while Cantor, mimicking the 
manner and style of Husing, showed 
how a football announcer would go 
about telling the doctor’s story. The 
ex-C, & S. affiliation was also capi- 
talized for a gag plug. Odec. 


BETTY HOUSTON AND DANNY 

HARDEN 
Songs and Patter 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WCAU, Philadelphia 

Ever since Bill and Ginger left 
WCAU for New York, this station 
has been searching vainly for a 
substitute team. Looks like they’ve 
found a promising duo at last. 

In most cases regional song and 
chatter couples possess weaknesses 
in either voice, delivery or mate- 
rial. However, Houston and Har- 
den seem to be okay in all phases. 
Their solo work is particularly neat, 
both having nice pipes. Speaking 
voices are well modulated for ef- 
fective delivery. Material, which 
tends toward the comic, is intelli- 
gent. Stuff used between Mfumbers 
affords several good chuckles and 
the punch lines for music cues are 
well planned. Gosch. 


RAY DICKSON 
Vocal 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WIND, Gary 

With his guitar and his tonsils 
Dickson hits this Gary outlet twice 
weekly and probably is building a 
neat set of listeners for his homey 
tunes. With no attempt to go high- 
brow or ritzy Dickson twangs away 
to his heart's content. 

And if he sings off-key once in 
awhile it probably endears him just 
that much more to his listeners. 
Sundown’ and ‘Waiting for the 
Sunrise’ is the type of tunes Dick- 
60n chooses and okay for his style 
of delivery. Gold. 





ss ————- 


OTTO HARBACH SHOW 


‘The Haydns’ with Al Goodman's 
Orch 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 
Benton & Bowles has probably 
brought in a winner with this one. 
Thoughtful and shrewd in con- 


ception it’s blended with a canny 
sense of transition from dialog to 
song and back again. Musician- 
composer’s apartment with win- 


dows conveniently adjacent to a 
church with an organ, a hall with 
a dance orchestra, a rooming house 
with a mysterious fiddler is the 
setting and even this hokey ar- 
rangement is carried through with 
persuasive naturalness. 

In essence what makes ‘The 
Haydns’ promising is the profes- 
sional skill manifest throughout. 
Without that, well-written, well- 
rehearsed, smartly-paced produc- 
tion the same basic ingredients 


might be used to mess up the air. 
In other words it’s not fool-proof 
but if maintaining the class of in- 
stallment one it looks flop-proof. 

The Haydns are a family of mu- 
siclans. Pop is 61 and a composer 
who never saw a royalty check. 
Mother is an old-time prima donna. 
There are two twin daughters who 
are theatrically talented. Into the 
little family circle strays Otto Har- 
bach (playing himself), and his 
participation in the family fortunes 
is the pattern of the narrative. No- 
body stands out especially. No- 
body is meant to. But the char- 
acters have a certain quality which 
in the theatre for want of any other 
term is called sincerity. 

Some of the music-with-plot of- 
ferings on the air achieve a spuri- 
ous sincerity which deceives the 
less sharp-eared. But this pro- 
gram appears to have the better 
and more genuine brand. 

To introduce the Colgate plug the 
Haydns are represented as tuning 
in their radio and getting the Col- 
gate program. This is not alto- 
gether an innovation but suffici- 
ently novel and ingenious and like 
the whole program carried off with 
the deft touch that squares every- 


thing. 
Entertainment, heart-tug, like- 
able people, and MHarbach’s fine 


music, old and new, are tied to- 
gether in a manner that suggests 
success unmistakably. Land. 


BIG BROTHERS CLUB 
With Vance McCune, Woody Smith, 

Milton Charles 
Talk and Songs 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Sponsored by the Salerno Ma- 
gowen Biscuit company this pro- 
gram represents a forward step in 
kid shows. It is progressive in that 
it doesn't attempt to follow the 
footsteps of other kid shows in be- 
ing a strictly drama serial but be- 
lieves that kids as well as adults 
are interested in comedy of the 
vaudeville type. 

McCune and Smith, billing them- 
selves as ‘Woody and Willie,’ de- 
liver a set-up of comedy chatter of 
the blackface and white straight 
style. Crossfire is simple comedy 
and aimed cleanly at the_ kids’ 
hearts. And suitable for the un- 
sophisticated adults also. 

Besides the comedy crossfire the 
act goes into simple songs and rid- 
dles with the kid listeners asked to 
send in their riddles for etheriza- 
tion. 

Commercials handled with taste 
by the performers themselves with 
just enough comedy twist. Gold. 


EVERYBODY SING 

Frank Sardam and Clarence Tolman 
30 Mins. . 

Sustaining 

KEX, Portland, Ore. 

New on KEX is a program in 
which the public is invited to the 
studio to participate. It is called 
‘Everybody Sing.’ Broadcast every 
Thursday night for 30 minutes, it 
is m.c..d by Frank Sardam with 
Clarence Tolman, cowboy tenor, as 
chorister. They were assisted on 
the first and second broadcasts by 
handpicked choir singers from local 
churches. 

The crowd overflowed the studio 
and on the following broadcast 
plants were omitted, the visitors 
doing plenty of singing themselves. 
The harmony was louder than it 
was good, though the singers do 
know the words, mimeographed 
songsheets being passed out at the 
door. 

Those in the studio probably en- 
joy the songfest more than those 


outside.. 











Booked In Radio and Persona! 





Charles Premmac 


Tenor 
Sponsored by Best Foods, Inc. 


INTERNATIONAL CHEF, Singing the Songs of All) Nations 


Personal Management 
JESSE 8S. BUTCHER, 400 Madison Avenue, New York City 


Appearances as FRANZ, THE 














NOBLE SISSLE’S BAND 
Dance Musio 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

One of the three bands holding 
forth at the French Casino, being 
the colored unit of the triangular 
assortment. Sissle, long identified 
with musical revues and pre-war 
sepia syncopation, takes on new life 


with his spot here. His part in the 
Folies Bergere proceedings is to lend 
certain Harlem touch along 


Montparnasse. On the air he stays 
clear of any hi de ho flourish, pre- 
ferring a staccato style. Not par- 
ticularly new, but distinctive. 

Two soloists, Lavaida Carter and 


sillie Banks, sing now and then. 
Titles of some of the home-made 
tunes by Sissle are: ‘Under the 


Creole Moon’ and ‘Polka Dot Stomp.’ 
Tempo is wild and arrangements 
bring in a lot of shrill effects, 
but that seems to be the customers’ 
wish from a colored band. Comes 
on as a part of WOR’s Saturday 
night dance spread. 


‘CURTAIN TIME’ 

Gwenn Witter, Charles Dosch, Lu- 
cille Husting, William White 

Piaylets 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

Better title for this show might 
be ‘Next Week: East Lynne’. It 
runs to the hokiest dramatic play, 
and the 10-20-30 style applies to 
writing, elocution and production. 
NBC has just announced that the 
network will try to rival the bur- 
lesque melodrammers of the stage 
by doing some air ‘nickelodeon mel- 
lers’ with the villain pursuing the 
heroine. NBC doesn’t have to worry 
about going to all that bother. Here 
is burlesque meller at its best be- 
cause it’s played on the legit and 
with all sincerity. 

Title of the play caught was ‘A 
Friend Indeed’. (Subtitle suggested, 
‘Or a Blackguard Exposed’.) It re- 
hashes all the cliches, the thread- 
bare situation of the 1916 motion 
pictures. There is the villain who 
is embezzling at the bank and who 
tries to shift the blame on his fel- 
low-worker who is married to the 
girl the villain courted in vain. Vil- 
lain poisons the mind of the girl 
against her husband and just when 
she is about to walk out on her 
spouse the detectives arrive and ex- 
pose the real crook. Only item lack- 
ing in the show was ‘Hearts and 
Flowers’ for the theme song. 

It was a poor story, with worse 
dialog recited in a most stilted 
manner by a lethargic cast. But 
then, nobody could have done much 
with those inane lines. 

Commercial copy was in the vein 
of the story, in dead-pan statement 
of the wonders of the Kremola 
beauty cream, even going so far as 
to recite a poem in praise of the 
product. Just 15 minutes of Sunday 
afternoon dullness. Gold, 


ANN FORBES 
Songs 
Sustaining 
5 Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady 
A new voice riding on the 790- 
kilocycle channel and a smooth 
singer of pops. Miss Forbes has a 
contralto of pleasing timbre and 
nice range. She leans toward the 
even-pitch style of warbling but 
manages to retain a touch of in- 
dividuality; in other words, she is 
not a mere imitator. Extracts plenty 
from a lyric, due to the combina- 
tion of clear diction and a flair for 
expressive feeling. She can han- 
dle stuff that is not Tin Pan Alley, 
as demonstrated by a number sung, 
and sung well, in a foreign tongue. 
Possessed of a poise unusual for a 
newcomer on a local, Miss Forbes 
should be liked by WGY dialers. 


Jaco, 
PARADE OF NATIONS 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
KYA, San Francisco 
A swell idea is all right, but it 


takes talent to put it over. KYA 
started out with the idea of getting 
consuls to tie in with a program 
plugging different nations. Each 
week a different nation was to be 
represented. Unfortunately, sta- 
tion left program up to consul. 

Nation parading was Switzerland. 
The Swiss seem to go for choir 
work, it is very questionable 
whether a choir will hold an air 
audience when the singers are good 
and this choir wasn't. High spot on 
show was a pair of yodelers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Tunkhauser, who upheld 
the Helvetian reputation. Maybe 
if KYA would put a program di- 
rector at work on their idea, the 
show would click. 
TWO RHYTHM BOYS 
Harmony 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WNEW, New York 

Okay workaday smal] station act. 
WNEW has whole series of quarter 
hours and participating programs 
devoted to the hawking of fur 
coats, suits and whatnot. This one 
is for the Morris Fur Showrooms 
which sells only floor samples worn 
by models. 

They seemingly 
ef them. 





have thousands 
Land. 


BOB HOWARD 
Musical 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WINS, New York 


Howard sings and plays piano, 
and sings better than he plays. In 
fuct if he’d pay more attention to 
his vocalizing no reason why he 
shouldn't start moving up. 


A pop tune warbler. Howard's in- 
terpretations have a distinct thread 
of Louts Armstrong running 
through them which he makes 
pleasant to the ear. His main fault 
is a carefree delivery bordering on 
carelessness as regards his arrange- 
ments. Tightening up on this phase 
is about all he needs to attract some 
valuable attention. It'll be inter- 
esting if he ever gets in front of 
an orchestra rather than merely his 
own accompaniment. 

Caught on an early evening hour 
it was one of those informal 
quarter hours in which Howard 
exchanges quips with the an- 
nouncer and delivers request 
tunes. His keyboard version of 
‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ was 
such a liberal. translation that only 
those who remember that number 
could possibly recognize it. Like- 
wise, Howard will have to learn that 
he can't make a hot ditty of songs 
like ‘Lost in a Fog’. The announcer 
announced that Howard never took 
a lesson and that’s believable. The 
more he sings and the less he plays 
the better it’s going to be all 
around. There's also a hint that he 
can warm up variations to a melody 
by whistling, which might not be 
bad once in a while. 

In other words, Howard seems to 
be a boy who is at present floun- 
dering but who has something to 
sell. <A little attention and orches- 
trating should straighten him out 
quickly and send him on his way. 
He sounds ready for a journey but 
just doesn’t seem quite packed yet. 





DOROTHY DRESLEIN 
Songs 

Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

WGY, Schenectady 


Lyric soprano heard on an after- 
noon program originating in sta- 
tion’s Albany studio. Notable prin- 
cipally because she concentrates on 
pops, although her voice is trained. 
Voice is rather light but tone- 
pleasing 

Miss Dreslein’s interpretation of 
current numbers is straight but 
okay. She also does some stand- 
ards. She is now doing the vocals 
with a local orchestra too. 

Jean Gerges, accompanist, has 
one solo spot, which she fills ac- 
ceptably. Jaco, 


VARIETY 4} 





PACIFIC OIL PARADE 

With Ranny Weeks Orchestra, Roe 
salie Harrison and ‘The Man in 
the Mask’ 

Music and Talk 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEEI, Boston 

What promised to be the hitriz 
ing and unique feature of this Sun- 
day night broadcast (10:30-11:990), 
inaugurated Jan. 13, was the mys- 
terious ‘Man in the Mask,’ baliyed in 
advance newspaper ads and radio 
column plugs. ‘Inside’ dope was pre- 
dicted in teaser ads; but the actual 
gabby handout was nothing short 
of a salvey, biddyish gus! that 
lacked punch. ‘Man’ described ward- 
robe of Miss Mary Curley, daugh- 
ter of the new governor in Massa- 
chusetts; and also spilled some al- 
leged ‘inside’ stuff on the demise of 
Eddie Casey as Harvard's football 
coach. Explanation was that Mrs. 
Casey ‘made him give it up. That 
gives an idea. 

Balance of program was conven- 
tionally good. Ranny Weeks is a 
well-known stage and radio person- 
ality in Hub and certainly has some 
steady following. His vocal and 
band arrangement of ‘Beloved,’ com- 
bined with ‘Stay As Sweet As You 
Are’ was commendable. 

Rosalie Harrison, from night 
clubs, turned in a good contralto 
rendition of ‘I Ain’t Gonna Sin No 
More.’ Most praiseworthy charac- 
teristic of the program was the 
brevity and scarcity of plugs. None 
at opening, but two one-minute ad 
bits sandwiched in. 

Played to 500 people in the Salle 
Moderne of the Hotel Statler, gratis. 
Tickets from local Pacific dealers 
or station. Io. 


HANK AND SLIM 

Newman Brothers, Jack Nelson 
Hillbilly 

Two 15-Minute Programs a Day 
COMMERCIAL 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Hank and Slim, working with 
Uncle Jack, are just what the doc- 
tor ordered for the southern hill- 
billy-wild radio audiences. 

Newman and Nelson came to 
WRT from Reading, Pa., and are 
doing all that they can, together 
with their sponsors, to make the 
Charlotte station a 100 percent hill- 
billy station. 

Dollar Crystals carry these pro- 
,grams of string music, hillbilly sing- 
ing and wisecracks. That also makes 
another Texas crystal. concern— 
which concerns are fast buying up 
all the WBT time available in a 
crystal war to the death. 

Like other hillbilly acts on WBT, 
this one also plays the school house 





circuits between air appearan: 











Want to 


KNOW SOMETHING 
about WOMEN? 


Women—because of their 
professional interests in values— 


make the 


most profitable audi- 


ence for an advertiser. 


We've 


proved that conclu- 


sively with KSTP in the 9th U. S. 
RETAIL MARKET where we've 
built up the largest and most re- 


sponsive 


"Women's Audience” 


during the daytime. Here's just 
one of the potent findings (others 
on request) from the recent Ernst 
& Ernst Survey: 

From NOON to 5 P.M. 


Station B average audience 


32.8%.. 
—about 60% 


.KSTP audience 50.6% 
GREATER! 


To Open the Family Purse in the Northwest 
Talk to the "Women's Audience" of KSTP... 


General 


TIVES: 


troit, 








Just ask: 


For Northwest Market Facts 


FORD BILLINGS, 


Sales Manager, KSTP, 


Minneapolis, Minnesota, or our 
NATIONAL 


REPRESENTA- 
In New York—PAUL H. 


RAYMER CO....in Chicago, Des 
San 
BLAIR & SPIGHT, INC. 


Francisco, GREIG, 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP. 


(Stunts, Tie-Ups, Program Novelties) 








Outstanding Stunts 





PEPSODENT SELL-OUT 
WCKY, CINCINNATI 











WCKY Empties Shelves 


Cincinnati. 
Pepsodent prize contest, which 
ended Saturday (2), was biggest 


sales promoter in drug trade here 
and this is a merchandizing-con- 
scious town. Stunt resulted in a 
clean-up of stocks of the sponsor's 
toothpaste and antiseptic at most 
downtown and neighborhood outlets. 

WCKY, only Greater Cincy sta- 
tion carrying the Amos ’n’ Andy 
program, was swamped with phone 
calls from listeners anxious to lo- 
cate dealers with available supplies 
of Pepsodent products, labels from 
which had to accompany tries at the 
chunk of heavy cash awards. To 
satisfy ’em, and at the same time 
perform a special service for the 
client, L. B. Wilson, station prez, 
has his switchboard crew and biz 
department hands working over- 
time checking and double checking 
on retailers in »osition to meet de- 
mands, 





Serial From Stage 
Reading, Pa. 
When Spencer Bentley, manager 
of the State theatre, inaugurated 
his ‘Skipper and His Crew’ program 
over WRAW he had Heber Ermen- 
trout, mayor of Reading, as guest 
announcer. Program is broadcast 
from the stage of the State, with 
Bentley as master of ceremonies. 
Bentley, who is a former legit and 
radio performer, will present his 
new program every Tuesday night 
at 7:45 o’clock over this station as 
an exploitation feature for the State 
theatre. 


Auto Show Tie-Up 

St. Paul.- 
Local auto show, which opened 
Saturday (2) in the munie audi- 
torium to run one week, under aus- 
Pices of the two local dailies, has 
programmed radio artists from 
WTCN (Pioneer Press-Dispatch 
owned) to carry the entertainment 

burden. , 





main auditorium, located so that 
the mike performers trot out their 
tricks in full view of the audience. 
Opportunity for the customers to 
see the technical side of broadcast- 
ing is afforded by the mixing board 
operator seated in one corner of the 
studio in such position that visitors 
may see in plain view the dials and 
controls, 

Last year’s gas buggy show at- 
tracted 8,000 paid admissions. With 
good weather, the two good days al- 
ready under the wire indicate this 


years’ edition will hit the 19,000 
mark, 
WICC’s ‘Open House’ 
Bridgeport. 
‘Open House,’ Sunday variety 


hour of WICC, such a click in first 
broadcast that show will now be lo- 
cated in Jungle room, Hotel Strat- 
field niterie, to accommodate free- 
ticket demand. 

Sustainer, m. c.’s by Joseph Lo- 
pez, station supervisor, uses WICC 
regulars and new talent. Comedy 
continuity achieved chiefly by use 
of Jimmy Milne and George Bowe, 
staff announcers, as stooges. 


Invisible Ink—Not Red 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

A bottle of invisible ink, with a 
kit containing equiyment for using 
same, is being offered on ‘Stories of 
the Black Chamber, a three-night- 
a-week swing over the NBC red 
web, to those who send a _ box 

marked ‘Forhan’s Toothpaste.’ 
No-see writing fluid is ballyhooed 
as a thing used by spies, etc. Dial- 
ers can mystify members of the 
family and friends with it. Bears 

the name of ‘Major Yardley’s.’ 


Fan Vs. Pan Mail 
Philadelphia. 

WIP has lately been going heav- 
ily for programs with civic and 
public service touches, following 
through on determined efforts at 
copping the local showmanship 
crown. 

Studio now inaugurates a new 
program known as ‘Philadelphia 
Features,’ which brings to the mike 
weekly officials of various groups 
and city departments engaged in 
civic betterment, purpose of the 
show being to create a closer un- 
derstanding by the public of civil 











talks by Automobile Clubs on driv- 
ing regulations and their intricacies, 
and by various Magistrates con- 
cerning the speeding ticket situa- 
tion. Future shows call for City 
Hall department heads in informal 
yarns about where the local taxes 
zo and why. Series has created a 
large amount of interest here, and 
the fan mail (or pan mail) is heavy. 





McCann-Erickson’s Cartoons 
New York. 
McCann-Erickson handling Reid 
Ice Cream account over WOR, New 
York, is using a series of cartoon 
ads in the dailies as extra bally- 


hoo. Borrah Minevitch is featured 
and gets mention, along with the 
station and actual hour. But the 


name of the sponsor is not men- 
tioned. 

Series of ads in News, World and 
Sun. Gist of the copy is to tune 
in on the harmonica band. 





Bring Your Own Judge 
Dallas. 
Alex Keese, WFAA program di- 
rector, is conducting experiment in 
radio debates between teams of 
Dallas high schools. Five teams 
will be allowed three-quarter hour 
programs. 
Teams can select own judges. 





Concerning Coal 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Promotion of Iowa labor and in- 
dustry is reflected in a new WHO 
program that is spotted for a se- 
ries during the cold weather and 
has to do with the use of Iowa coal 
throughout the state, The Iowa Coal 
Institute, Albia, Iowa, is sponsor- 
ing the program, Hugh W. Lundy, 
secretary, being in charge. 

Program is highlights Iowa prod- 
uct from all angles, including min- 
ing, use, costs and benefits to resi- 
dents of the state. 





KMBC’'s Dancers 
Kansas City. 

KMBC went out of its way to 
give listeners a chance to catch an 
earful of the President’s Birthday 
ball this past week. After initial 
broadcasting of the stage entertain- 
ment, controls were switched to a 
lapel microphone on Paul Fonda, 
staff technician, who was dancing 
with Renee Long, fashion stylist, in 
the crowd. 

Conversation of the couple was 
carried over the line, also remarks 
of others close by. Various informal 
bits of chit chat about the gather- 
ing made the program quite unique. 
tenor sang some 














Radio ‘Free Press’ 





Reasoning and group attitude taken with regard to radio news- 
casting by the publishers is expressed in an article by E. H. Harris, 
printed in a bulletin of the Southern Newspaper Publishers’ Assn. 
Central thesis expounded is that the press is the only reliable source 
of truthful and unbiased news. 

In the language of Harris, 
expression was placed in the Constitution the newspaper automat- 
ically became the protectors of the civil and political rights of the 
people. Therefore the press owes a duty to its citizens to do itg 
full share in preserving radio broadcasting as a free medium for the 


‘when the guarantee of freedom of 


presentation of the facts. . 
Trans-Radio, principle and most successful holdout from the. offi- 


cial publishers bulletin service to radio, has recently divorced itself 
from the Havas bureau of France to anticipate the publisher’s in- 
nuendoes that one part of its factual fountain was under foreign 
propaganda ,influence. Publishers had visualized this connection as 
a swell target for criticism, with Congress as a possible arena of 


debate. 
Excerpts from the article detailing the publishers’ official argu- 


ments follow: 

‘The best that can be said about radio broadcasting in the United 
States is that it is only half free, because it is operated under a 
license and is subject to the influences of the political party which 
is in power. 

‘No matter how insistently the government proclaims its belief in 
the doctrine of absolute freedom of expression, there is no definite 
assurance that this freedom extends to radio broadcasting. The 
threat to its freedom lurks in the fact that the license of any station 
may be revoked at the slightest provocation. 

‘The essential difference between news collected by a newspaper 
and news collected by a radio broadcasting station is that the press 
is a free institution and radio is a licensed medium, dependent for 
its existence upon a government grant. 

‘The operator of the African tom-tom speaks with the authority of 
his chief. The Town Crier carried the authority of the town gov- 
ernment. The modern broadcasting station must speak either with 
the authority of its government, or, as is the case in this country, 
with the authority of the regularly organized news agencies, which 
are accepted sources of authentic news. In speaking of authentic 
news sources, I refer to The Associated Press, the United Press, and 
the International News Service, three competing national press as- 
sociations, which function independently of each other and serve 
the American public through the daily newspapers. 

‘The American press associations are an asset of American democ- 
racy, because they enable our citizens to obtain the news of the 
world from unbiased sources. 

‘The contention of the newspapers is (1) that no agency directly 
or indirectly under government license should function as a news 
gathering organization, (2) that important news bulletins should 
be supplied to the broadcasters by the newspapers, in order that 
the general public may enjoy complete protection on news obtained 
from reliable sources, (3) that the broadcasters cannot sell these 
news bulletins to an advertiser, because this news service must be 
supplied by the broadcasters as a public service to the listeners.’ 









































Station has erected a glassed-in, | affairs. Clarence Rand, 
: sound-proofed studio within the Last couple of shows included |} songs into the lapel hook-up. 
| An Acknowledgement 
In behalf of my associates on the Jello Program ° 
and my author, Harry W. Conn, I wish to express 
sincerest thanks to the Radio Editors of the 
United States and Canada for voting my program : 
the winner of the 1935 World-Telegram Radio Poll. 
JACK BENNY 
it a Direction NBC ARTISTS BUREAU Personal Representative ARTHUR $. LYONS 
i | 
| 
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NBC ‘Farm and Home’ Hour on WCFL 
As WLS Asks 50% Payment for Time i 


Feb. 4. 
the indie 














WGN Show from B.&K. Chi Stage Off 
After Benny Plugs Rival Paper 


WCAO, Baltimore Sun in 





Jos. Hergesheimer Works 
As Radio Adaptations 


NBC auditioned last week to 
agency men the initial installment 
of a musical-dramatic adaptation 
of Joseph MHergesheimer’s ‘Quiet 
Cities.’ Ashmead E. Scott, Jr., 
authored the libretto and the lyrics, 
while the score, which with the ex- 











Chicago, 
WLS, 





Chicago, Feb. 4. 


Mosby Back in Patent 


NBC here and 


Ixploitation cooperative broad- ° ception of about 10 lines accom- . 
axpTo lat & Kats chow over Tentative Exchange Pact panies all the dialog, was written ee * ° | Prairie Farmer station, have a 
cast of a Balaban a by Wells Hively. Icines, r pretty mad-on against each other ' 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

WCAO, local outlet for CBS, has 
tied-in with the Balto Sun. It’s a 
reciprocal deal, the newspaper buy- 
ing spot announcements plugging 
itself and the station taking spreads 
For some time the }in the sheet swaggeri™y its fine 
points. As yet the hook-in has not 
advanced beyond that simple stage, 
and it is not expected to unless the 
Hearst alliance between its local 


over the National Farm and Home 
Hour program, the longest sustain- 
ing farm show on the ether. Show 
had always had KYW as its local 
outlet, and when KYW moved to 
Philadelphia NBC submitted the 
agricultural hour to WLS, but that 
station turned it down cold, stating 
it preferred to build its own pro- 
grams. 

Not only did NBC then ask WLS 
to take the program, but also the 


WGN, Chicago Tribune station, ‘Nachez’ 
every Tuesday evening has been 
discontinued following a burn on 
the part of WGN over the type of 


show B. & K. has been sending over 


Installment was tagged 
and ran 40 minutes. 


AIR COMPLETE OPERA 
FROM COL. AUDITORIUM 


Columbus, Feb. 4. 
First complete opera broadcast in 





Cincinnatti, Feb. 4. 

G. M. Mosby is back in the patent 
medicine competition with a new 
product called Indo-Vim which is 
sponsoring programs in Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Cleveland. 

Mosby, when known as the ‘Kon- 
jola King,’ was the angel for a 
couple of Broadway musicals and 
widely acquainted in show biz. 





the transmitter. 
station has been complaining that 
| B. & K. must improve its radio 
? production for the WGN broadcast 





dese pee sen et 


and not merely slap several of the 
vaude acts together to fill up the 


rag, News-Post, and the publisher’s 
newly acquired broadcaster, WBAL, 
should start peppering the transmit- 


Ohio was made Tuesday night (29), 
when WBNS, Columbus, picked up 





United States Department of Agri- 
culture which hot-footed down here 


80-minute period. 

But the blow-off came last week 
with the broadcast of Jack Benny, 
who was playing the B. & K. Chi- 
cago theatre. Benny at first re- 
fused to go on for the sustainer, 
claiming that his vaude contract 
didn’t call for broadcast. B. & K. 
brought out the contract and 
showed Benny a clause which speci- 
fied that he must go on the ether. 

Burning over this, Benny okayed 
the WGN show and when on the 
air then spotted plugs for the Her- 
ald-and-Examiner, the morning rag 
rival of the Tribune, which owns 
WGN. 

Plan is being worked out now 
whereby the B. & K. broadcasts will 
be resumed only as a musical show. 
Show will likely hit on Saturday 
p.m. and carry a seven-piece_ or- 
chestra with no talk. 


Moving the Furniture 
At CBS’s New York Office 


General moving around is sched- 
uled for the various departments of 
the CBS home office. For the first 
time since it has been in the Madi- 
son avenue building the web has 
mapped out a definite space plan 
for each division, with the depart- 
ment shifts slated to be made dur- 
ing the current month. 

Under the new layout the 20th 
floor will be occupied exclusively by 
the top executives, the 19th floor 
will be devoted entirely to sales 
and sales promotion, the 18th to the 
program department, while the 
press department will take over the 
major part of the 17th floor. Web 
has office space also on the 8rd and 
12th floors. 


presentation of ‘II Trovatore,’ as 
given by Columbus Civic Opera 
company, for two hours and half. 
Arrangements between station and 
singers were made by A. H. Mallery, 
opera business manager, and Dick 
Borel, station executive. Les Naf- 
ger, engineer, handled details on 
broadcast from local auditorium. 

Jim Blower announced and H. FE. 
Cherrington, music authority, acted 
as commentator. Station reported 
more phone. calls on feature than 
anything to date, 

Plans now under way to broadcast 
all coming operas, which are pro- 
duced at periods of one or two 
months, — 


National Sugar Refining has All 4 Cleve. Stations 
switched to Young & Rubicam. é 
— Act in Gen’l Accord 


to. request WLS to transmit the 
Farm and Home show for this ter- 
ritory. WLS replied that the only 
conditions on which it would take 
the show would be if the station ; 
were given an hour of WENR time | 
in return or were paid for 30 min- } 
utes of the program. NBC refused 
both of these propositions. 

Result is that NBC has placed -he 
National Farm and Home Hour on 
WCFL, the Chicago Federation of 
Labor station. 


ter with news flashes. But that 
doesn’t seem imminent, 


Sun has recently retreated a step 
from its former icily austere atti- 
tude toward radio. In addition to 
the listing of programs, >the after- 
noon rag has taken to carrying a 
small cut of a prominent radioite 
each day. Though there have been 
repeated rumors to the effect, there 
has been installed no radio colum- 
nist, and it is deemed not likely that 
one will be set up. Policy of, the 
paper, and one that is religiously 
adhered to, come what may, pro- 
hibits publicity to show business. 
Shows and pix get reviews and 
nothing more, 








Consolidated Cigar Co. has bought 
three 15-minute evening periods a 
week on the Mutual network, start-_ 
ing March 4, to plug its Harvester 
brand. Stations in the hookup will 
be WORK, Newark; WLW, Cincin- 
nati, and WGN, Chicago. Entertain- 
ment for the series has not been set. 
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Cleveland, Feb. 4. 

Four Cleveland stations—WTAM, 
WGAR, WHK and WJAY—are act- 
| ing in harmony on certain broad | a 
| principles of operation. While no F era OO S 
| formal organization is contemplated, | 
ia luncheon of all station and com- | : 
mercial managers ‘held a week ago 4 
is expected to be the forerunner of Announces ) 


a trade-conscious policy among the 
local broadcasters, 


One point of common agreement 
HAS BEEN RE-SIGNED i | 


NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM 


Feb. 2, 1935 
By ALTON COOK 
World-Telegram Radio Editor. 

ACK BENNY stands out as the 

‘dominant figure of radio in the 
syes of the radio editors of United 
, States and Canada. Voting in the 
t fourth annual World-Telegram Radio 
Poll, 260 radio editors cast ballots 
that leave no doubt about the stand- 
ing of this comedian. 

By a large margin, he was named 
radio’s most popular comedian. In 
addition, his Sunday evening pro- 
gram is overwhelmingly voted the 
most popular on the air. His only 
rival for these honors was radio’s etn Selamank Getees Gulclnate tn 
other suave comedian, Fred Allen. tertainment value. 

Radio editors participating in the ao 
poll were asked to name their favor- 
ite programs as well as their prefer- WMC’s Celeb-Snaring 
ences in the various classes of radio Memphis, Feb. 4. 
sntertainment. When the votes were list of celebrities inter- 





teehee 
* ferret EES at ona: 








concerns civic events of an osten- 
sibly charitable nature but actually 
commercial in character. It is the 
feeling of the stations that such pro- 
motions, when seeking the stimulant 
of radio, exploitation, should pay 
card rates, with the stations agree- 
ing in reciprocity to broadcast on a 
sustaining basis .only such parts of 
the civic events as in the station’s 


er te 
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PD ed, 


WMC 


tabulated, three were awarded for viewed during 1934 totaled more 

each first choice, two for second and than 30. Most of the interviews FOR 

one for third were conducted by Harry Martin, : 
; theatrical columnist, and Early 





1. Jack 
Fred 


How the Programs Rated 
The radio editors’ vote for favorite 
programs follows:— 
Benny .. 


Allen ... 


eee eeeeseeeeeee 


eee eee were eeeeeee 107 


248 
112 


Maxwell, sports writer, bofh of The 
Commercial Appeal, WMC affiliate. 

Martin’s list include Grace Moore, 
Mary McCormic, Earl Carroll, Gene 
Austin, Regis Toomey. Maxwell 








questioned ‘Jack Dempsey, Red 


ANOTHER SERIES 


ON THE 


2. 
3. Vallee Hour 
4. 


March of Time.....ce a Grange, Jim Londos, Strangler Lewis, | 





And 15 Others | Bronko Nagurski, five other one- 
| time All-American football players, | 
& | Louis Chiozza, Bill Tilden, Lott, | J A K B E N N Y 
| Wood, Cliff Sutter and Bryan)| ( 
1 





Osborn Bond Joins Katz A 
HARRY \W ( ON N Baltimore, Feb. 4. 
, 
° 
| agency. Will hold down spot from a | 
169 Consecutive Radio Scripts for That Great Artist | has left to become commercial man- | 
lager of WBAL, having been ap- | 


| Grant. 
SOLE AUTHOR FOR JACK BENNY | ca — 
| 
Osborn Bond has been made 
| space-buyer for the Joseph Katz! { 
| 
WRITER OF FIRST RUN MATERIAL | desk in the Balto branch of concern. | 
| He replaces Jules P. Daniel, who | 
JACK BENNY | pointed by Hearst when the publish- | 
}er took over the station. 


Bond was formerly with the Cal- | 


February 2, 1935 
|kins & Holden agency of N. Y. He 


salable WORLD-TELEGRAM 
- ADA DRY is nationally know hilatelist, | 
5S PRGA oan poll Fie agen ned an aaans RADIO POLL 
44 WEEKS—CHEVROLET 
26 WEEKS—GENERAL TIRE CO 


And Now Preparing the 21st Program for Jello 


|collecting that is syndicated in 13 | 
| Sunday sheets through the genes As Voted by the Radio Editors of U. S. and Canada 


tecently Bond held down a weekly | 
Male Singers Ranked 


|sustaining spot over the American 
for Male Singers of Popular Songs Follows: 


Broadcasting chain, during which he 
discussed stamps. Prior to that he 


The V yte 





;ran a 13-week gamut on WFBR | | e 
‘here, touching same subject dur- | : f 
THE FIRST 150 PROGRAMS J !::5,:oxcuzs xe same secct aur i MAINE csutecrcsranccies ae 
% Saisaliindedensadl : S. Pract: Packer cicccccsssccccsonssccsccs OB 
WERE THE HARDEST P. G. Robbins’ New Job | 3. Lanny Rose ..... SRY RRR 
Fort Wayne, Feb. 4. | 4. James Melton ...ccccccccccscccccccccses 130 ' 
. P. G. Robbins, manager of WOWO | 6. Donald Novis ....... sodensekeseaersenes 84 
Artist Bureau, has been appointed G. Morton Downey ......ccccccccscceeeess 60 : 


ram manager of the station. 


| ¥ 
A RRY \W © ‘He succeeds Medford Maxwell, 
° fe ~L + #{ who-has teker up-new duttes with | 


WWAE, Hammond, Indiana. y 


AND OTHERS 
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New Business 


NEW YORK CITY 

é Bresse, Inc., additional 
time on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
and Sundays, presenting musical 
to run for a period of 52 


Reiman 


programs, 
weeks. WBNX. 

Radio Shop of Newark, Inc., re- 
newal of Sunday program, present- 
ine music, for a period of 52 weeks. 
WBNX, 

Sachs Furniture Co., renewal of 


contract, four half-hours weekly, for 
a period of 52 weeks, presenting 
Goody Gooty club. WBNX. 


Select Advertising Co., Sunday 
musical program, to run for 52 
weeks. WBNX. 


Fritz Hafer, German musical pro- 
gram for a a airings, to run 26 

weeks. WBNX 

Ramos and " Tellado, spot an- 
nouncements daily on Toreador rum, 
to run for 13 weeks. WBNX. 

Crazy Water Crystals, thrice daily 
including morning, afternoon, and 
evening, presenting hillbilly music, 
for period of 52 weeks. WNEW. 

Strand Theatre, three 100-word an- 
nouncements daily for period of 26 


qi 


3. i‘ C K 
LITTLE 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


APPEARING NIGHTLY 
IN THE SILVER GRILL 
HOTEL LEXINGTON, NEW YORK CITY 


And on Columbia Records 
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C.B.S. Coast-to-Coast etwert 
* Sat. jun. 
anu ° sem ° Pie 


PINEX PROGRAM 


Cc. B. S. Network 
| oe, Fri, Sun. 
:30 P. M. 
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BELASCO 


ARMOUR HOUR 
FRIDAY—WIZ—9:30-10 P.M. 


NIGHTLY, CASINO DE PAREE 
Broadcasting—Coast-to-Coast—CBS 


Direction, HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Brondway. New York 








Com0E=0E210 
fred allen’s 
“TOWN HALL...TONIGHT!” 

ll HOUR or SMILES il 
with 
PORTL AND HOFFA 


MINERVA PIOUS 
EILEEN DOUGLAS 


o Material by Fred Allen and 
Harry Tugend 
Management, Walter Batchelor 
Wednesdays 
9-10 P.M., E.S.T.—WEAF 


° 
q 
° 
i 
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through Blaine- 
New York. WNEW. 
Schmeelk, six an- 
for an indefinite 


weeks. Placed 
Thompson, Inc., 
William P. 
nouncements daily 
period. WNEW. 
Pure Milk Dairy Products Co. 
(Golden Rich Cheese), of Chicago, 
starting Feb. 4, participant three 
matiness a week in ‘Martha Deane’ 
program, Through Carroll Dean 
Murphy, Inc. WOR. 
John Morrell & Co. 
Dog Food), starting Feb. 7, 


(Red Heart 
15 min- 


utes Thursday a.m. ‘Home Town 
Boys.’ Through Henri, Hurst & Mc- 
Donald. WOR. 


Empire Gold, six times weekly for 
a period of 26 weeks, presenting 
Roger and Rudd, singers. Placed 
through Friend Advertising Agency. 
WMCA, 

I. J. Fox, renewal On time an- 
nouncements, nine times daily, for a 
period of 52 weeks. WMCA, 


BALTIMORE 


Piso Company (Piso Cough Re- 
lief), one minute electrical transcrip- 
tion announcements, daiiy save Sun- 





days. Placed by the Watson Adv. 
Co. WBAL. 
Drezma, Inc. (face cream), four 


weekly five minute electrical tran- 
scription programs, ‘Nell Vinick.’ 
Placed by World Broadcasting, N. Y. 
WBAL., 


American Oil Co., spot announce- 
ments. Placed by Joseph Katz. 
WBAL. 

Knox Company (Cystex), once 
weekly, quarter-hour electrical tran- 
scription programs, Placed by Allen 
Smith Adv. Co., of Kansas City, 
WBAL, 

Conti Products Corp. (cosmetics), 
twice weekly electrical transcrip- 
tion announcements. Placed by 
World Broadcasting. WBAL. 
Crazy Crystals, Inc. (mineral 
water), quarter hour live program, 
‘The Rice; Brothers,’ daily save Sun- 
days. Placed by Abernathy Adv. 
Co.,; of Washington. WBAL. 
Sherwood Brothers (Betholine 
motor oil), twice weekly, one minute 
announcements. Placed by Vansant, 
Dugdale. WBAL. 

Hecht Bros. (Steinway Pianos), 
once weekly, half-hour programs. 
Placed by Joseph Katz. WBAL. 

J. R. Hunt Co. (Sparton Radios), 
tie-in announcements, Sundays only. 
WBAL. 


Mangels-Herold Co., Inc. (King 
Syrup), once weekly, live serial pro- 
gram, ‘The Dinkledorffers.’ Placed 


by Emery Adv. Co. WBAL. 

S. &€ N. Katz (jewelry), once week- 
ly, quarter-hour electrical transcrip- 
tion programs, ‘Diamond Dramas.’ 
Placed by Joseph Katz. WBAL. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


Sight Saving Council, 
transcriptions campaign on 





Tarzan 
better 


lighting, three times per week, 15 
minutes each day; began Jan, 7 till 
forbid. WOW. 


Curtiss Candy Co., announcements 
five times per day, five days per 
week; began Jan. 2 for one year. 
Placed through McJunkin Advertis- 
ing Co., Chicago. WOW. 

Dresher Brothers, cleaners and 
dyers, two announcements per week 
frrom Jan. 7 till forbid. WOW. 


Easy Shift Manufacturing Co., 13 


announcements; began Dec. 28. 
Through Battenfield & Ball, Des 
Moines. WOW. 

Hotel Governor Clinton, announce- 


ment once per week between Jan. 4 
and Feb. 22. Placed through Rose- 
Martin, Inc., New York. WOW. 

Evans Model Laundry, two an- 
nouncements per week between Jan. 
6 and Dec. 30, 1935. Through Earl 
Allen Co., Omaha. WOW. 

Iowa Pearl Button Co., Muscatine, 
Iowa, one announcement per week 
from Jan. 14. Through Beecher Ad- 
vertising Co., St. Louis. WOW. 











KINGSLEY ~ 
CHASE 


WABC 


Saturday Nites at Eight 


ROXY REVUE 


Special Arrangements and Material 
Exclusively by 
JEAN PAUREL 
Direction, WM. MORRIS 





Kimball Laundry Co., three an- 
nouncements per week, 52 weeks 
from Jan. 1. Through Earl Allen 
Co., Omaha. WOW. 

National Feaiure Service, one hour 
program titled ‘Omaha Firms You 
Should Know,’ 4-5 p.m. Thursdays, 
featuring music of Art Randall and 
his Hotel Paxton orchestra; began 
Dec. 13, till forbid. Wow. 

Pyroil Co., announcement daily ex- 
cept Sunday, one month from Dec. 
19. WAAW. 

Samuel School of Cosmetology, an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday, for 
one month from Dec. 18. WAAW. 

Walrath-Sherwood Lumber Co., 
announcement daily except Sunday, 
one month from Dec. 12. WAAW. 

Swartz Jewelry Co., one announce- 





HOTEL ST. REGIS —_ 


JOHNNY 


GREEN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
With MARJORY LOGAN 
and JIMMY FARRELL 
* WABC—Coast-to-Coast * 
Tues. and Sat., 11.30 P.M. E.S.T. 


Columbla Broadcasting System 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 


ment daily except Sunday, for one 
——|month from Dec. 10. WAAW. 
Nevile-Delmar hotels, announce- 
|ment daily except Sunday, for one 
month; began Dec. 10. Renewal. 
WAAW. 


Pittsburg & Midway Coal Mining 
Co., announcement daily except Sun- 





day; began Dec. 1 till forbi dad. WAAW. 
Updike Lumber & Coal Co., five 
|minutes daily except Sunday; began 
;Jan. 7 for one year. WAAW. 
| Watch Tower, one hour chain 
| hook-up, 11:30-12:30, Jan. 13, fea- 
itures Judge Rutherford. WAAW. 
United Publishing Co., contest, an- 
lnouncements daily exce pt Sunday, 
123 times from Jan. 1. Through 


Woodman-Stewart Co 
WAAW. 
Standard Chemical Co., announce- 


* Chicago. 








| 
| 


ments twice daily for one month; 





began Jan. 2. Through Buchanan- 
Thomas Agency, Omaha. WAAW. 

Mohawk Herb Tea, announcement 
daily except Sunday for one month; 
began Jan. 3. WAAW. 

Northwestern Television Institute, 
Inc., announcement daily for two 
weeks; began Jan. 7. WAAW. 

C. E. Reese Jewelry Co., announce- 
ment daily except Sunday; began 
Jan. 9 for one year. WAAW, 

Kloke Investment Co., atnounce- 
ment daily except Sunday; began 
Jan. 2 for one month, WAAW. 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 


Red Top Beer, spot announcement 
daily except Sunday for one month. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Bell Bread, renews 15-minute pro- 
gram three days each week and 
daily announcement for three days 
each month for three month period. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Louis Sandwich Shop, daily an- 
nouncement for one month renewed. 
Placed locally. WSJS. 

Capudine, daily announcement for 
one month. World Broadcasting 
System. WSJS. 

Stackley Piano Company, daily an- 
nouncement for one month. Placed 
locally. WSJS. 

Motor Sales Company, announce- 
ment twice daily for one month on 





Plymouth Automobiles. Placed lo- 
cally. WSJS. 

Davis, Inc., daily announcement 
for one month, Placed locally. 
WSJS. 

Stanback Melody Man, renewed 
five minute daily program except 
Sunday for three months. J. Car- 


son Brantley Advertising Agency, 
Salisbury, N. C. WSJS. 

Shoe Mart, 26 spot announcementts, 
three times daily. Placed locally. 
WsJs. 





FORT WORTH 
Universal Mills, 52 weekly pro- 
grams lasting for 30 minutes each, 
presenting Alice Joy, over entire 


SBS network. Placed through 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson, Ine., Dallas 
and New York. 


San Antonio Brewing Company, in- 
vesting $13,500 in spot announce- 
ments from Jan. 6 to Oct. 4. Placed 
through Pitluk Advertising Agency, 
San Antonio. Over entire SBS net- 
work 

Curtiss Candy Company, invest- 
ing $18,200 in spot announcements, 
giving five daily for an _ indefinite 
period, over entire SBS _ network. 
Placed through McJunkn Advertis- 
ing Agency, Chicago. 





LINCOLN 
Nacor, daily announcements for 
three months. KFAB. 
Sendol, daily announcements for 


three months. KFAB. 
Rusk Poultry Farm, three months 
of daily announcements. KFAB. 
Schmoeller & Mueller Piano Co., 


10 days. Placed by Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, Inc. WHEC. 

Fincher Motors, automobiles, an- 
nouncements, transcription, daily for 
18 days. Placed by Hart & Conway. 
WHEC. 


Goodrich Co., tires, amnounce- 
ments, studio, daily for six days. 
Placed locally. WHEC. 

L. C. Forman Co., cider and 


pickles, music transcription, 15 min- 
utes, Mondays, for 13 weeks. Placed 
by Hart-Conway. WHEC 

White Haven Park, cemetery, stu- 
dio music, 15 minutes, Thursdays at 
8 p.m. for 18 weeks. Placed locally. 
WHEC. 

B. Forman Co., woman's depart- 
ment store, social notes and talks, 
daily at 10 a.m. for one year, Placed 
locally. WHEC. 

First National Bank, bank serv- 
ices, half hour studio music, Sun- 
days at 1:30 p.m. for 13 weeks, 
Placed by Advertising Headquarters, 
Inc. WHEC. 

Crazy Water Crystals, studio mu- 
sic, 15 minutes daily. Placed by 
Luckey-Bowman Co. WHEC. 

McCurdy é& Co., department store, 


story transcription, 15 minutes 
Wednesdays for 13 weeks. Placed 
by E. C. Rogers Co. WHEC 


Blanchard Co., storage, studio mu- 
sic, 15 minutes Tuesday for 26 
weeks. Placed by Hutchins Adver- 
tising Co. WHEC. 





PORTLAND, ORE. 

Bernard Perfumers, 27 two-minute 
announcements. Placed by H, VY. 
Swenson Agency. KGW. 

Montag Stove & Furnace Co., 
weather reports. Placed by Mac- 
Wilkins & Cole. KGW. 

Stone and Margullis, 
weekly Sunday announcements, 
year. KGW. 

Blue Danube Gardens, 13 remote 
broadcasts, one month. KEX. 

Emil P. Slovarp, One-month an- 


jewelers, 52 
one 


nouncement service. KEX. 
Excelcis Cosmetic Shoppe, an- 
nouncement service, one month. 
Carter Medicine Co., 24 five-minute 
electric transcriptions. Placed ‘y 
Smith & Finney Agency. KEX. 
Kendall Community Church, 138 
one-half hour programs. Placed by 


Frederich Schmalz Advertising 
Agency. KEX, 

Meier and Frank Company, dept. 
store, 13 50-word aNnnouncements, 
one month service and three and 
one quarter hour program per week, 
one year. KGW, 

Best Foods, Inc., Nucoa, 39 15-min- 
ute electric transcriptions, three per 
week. Placed by Benton & Bowles 
Advertising Agency. KGW. 

Bernand Perfumes, electric tran- 
scriptions. Placed by Swenson Ad- 
vertising Agency. KGW. 

Tommy Luke, florist 13 broadcast 
programs. KGW. 

Dodge Brothers, 
tric transcriptions, 


five minute elec- 
Placed by Ruth- 





one 15-minute program per week for 
seven weeks, KFAB. | 
Bee-News, daily announcements 


for two weeks. KFAB. 

Carter Medicine, 156 daily an- 
nouncements. KEAB. 
Christians-Paap, 26 daily an- 
nouncements. KFAB. 

Spohn Medical, 13 daily announce- 
ments. KFAB. 

Kester Solder, 52 daily announce- 
ments, KFAB. 

Golden Dawn, daily announce- 


ments for one year. KFOR. 
Gooch Food Products, 15 daily an- 
nouncements KFOR 


Lincoln Theatres Corp., daily an- 
nouncements, indefinite. KFOR. 

Davidson-Hansen, 26 daily an- 
nouncements, KFOR, 

Pauley Lumber Co., 26 daily an- 
nouncements, KFOR. 

Vera’s Hat Shoppe, daily an- 
nouncements for 26 days. KFOR. 


City Water & Light, 17 daily an- 





nouncements, KFOR, 
PHILADELPHIA 

Tarpinod, three spot announce- 

ments weekly, expires March 1. 


Placed through Feigenbaum Agency. 
WIP. 

Mrs. Smith’s Pies, daily participa- 
tion in Breakfast at Eight program. 
Contract placed by A. H. Dorsey 
Agency and expires March 21. WIP. 

Elwood Farms Co., participation in 
Homemakers club. Contract ends 
April 27. Placed direct. WIP. 

Jacob Singer, 15-minute talks once 
weekly. Placed by Seligson Agency. 
WIP. 

Maurice Sklar, three spot an- 
nouncements on Town Tattler. In- 
definite contract, placed direct. WIP. 

Dalsimer Shoes, eight spot an- 
nouncements weekly on Town 
Tattler and Mag. of the Air pro- 
grams. Indefinite contract, placed 
direct. WIP. 

Apex Coal Co., Spot announce- 
ments five times weekly, contract 
expiring Feb. 25. Placed direct. WIP. 

Joint YVaxation Committee, one 
ten-minute talk weekly, contract to 
end Feb. 28. Placed through Adrian 





Bauer Agency. WIP. 
ROCHESTER 
All-Pen, gas and oil, amateurs, 


Placed locally. WHEC. 
Pump Co., pumps, studio 
music, 15 minutes, Tuesday noon for 
13 weeks. Placed by Hart & Con- 
way. WHEC. 

Sears-Roebuck & Co., department 
store, studio music and shopper talk, 
15 minutes daily at 11:45 a.m. for 26 
weeks. Placed locally. WHEC. 

Planters Co., edible oils, studio 
music, half hour Sundays at 7 p.m. 
for 26 weeks. Placed locally. WHEC 


weeks, 
Scott 





Chrysler Corp.,, automobiles, an- 
nouncements, transcription, daily for’ 





rauff and Ryan Advertising Agency. 
KGW. 


Gervurtz Furnture Company 26 


spot announcements. KGW. 
Clerk Cadillac Company, spot an- 
nouncement service. KGW 


DuBoise Motor Company, spot an- 
nouncement service. KGW. 

Logan Automobile Company, 13 
spot announcements. KGW. 

Chrysler Corporation, 20 one-min- 


word electrical transcriptions, tw6¢ 
daily except Sunday, beginning F 


1, Through David Malkiel, Bostoa, 
WNAC. 

M. & P. Theaters, 18 380- a 
programs, Mondays, beginnin 

11 (remote contro] from collet 
Square theatre). Direct. WAA 


WLLH. 

Boston American, 10 15-minute 
programs, Tuesdays, beginning Jan, 
29. Direct. WAAB., 

Dr. King Dentists, 312 weatheg 
forecasts, daily except Sunday, bee 
gan Jan. 21. Through C. Brewer 
Smith, Boston. WAAB. 

Stakolite, Inc., 65 15-minute pros 
grams, Thursdays and Saturdays foe 
13 weeks, then Thursdays only, bee 
ginning Feb. 7. Through Aaron 
Bloom, Boston. WAAB. 

Kodicon Products Co., 78 weather 
reports, daily, except Sunday, begine 
ning Jan. 29. Through Leonard 
wealth WAAB. 


DeWOLF 
HOPPER 


With 
RHYTHM SYMPHONY 
SPONSORED BY 


UNITED DRUG CO. 


Sunday, 3 P.M., CST 
NBC 


COAST-TO-COAST 
Personal Management 


H. C. HOWARD 


Fine Arts Building 
Phone Harrison 3209 


CHICAGO 


























UNCLE EZRA 


(Pat Barrett) 
Featured Comedian 
Sponsored by 
ALKA SELTZER 
Blanketing the Key Cities of U.S.A. 
Now Doubling on 2 Networks! 
Both NBC and Mutual Broadcast- 

ing System 


WGN, Chicago; WXYZ, Detroit 
WLW, Cincinnati; WOR, Newark 
On MBS, 10:15 p. m. 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri.—EST 





ute transcriptions. Placed by Ruth- 


rauff and Ryan Agency. KGW 
Photo Art Studios, announcement | 
service. KGW. 
Aronsens Jewelry Store, spot an- 
nouncement service. KGW. 
Gadsby Furniture Company, 52 | 
15-minute programs. KGW. 


Limestone Products Company, 15 
15-minute programs, three per week. 
KEX. 

J. K. Gill, book store, 10 15-min- | 
ute programs. KEX., 

Dr. J. J. Colton, dentist, three 13- 
minute programs weekly, one year, | 
KEX. 

Sheridan Fruit Company, spot an- | 
nouncement service. KEX. 

Rogers Food Store, spot announce- 





ment service. KEX. 
Acme Shoe Repair Shop 13 five- 
minute programs. KEX, 
CINCINNAT! 
Pennant Syrup, distributed by 


Union Sales Corp., Columbus, Ind., 
on WLW starting Feb. 5 with Series 
of Tuesday and Thursday 5:15-5:30 
evening programs with Lieut. Col. 
H. Weir Cook, World War flying 


ace, in dramatizations of historic 
aviation events of war and peace 
times. Account placed by Caldwell- 
Baker Co., Indianapolis, 

Audrey Products, local, new on 
WCKY with semi-weekly 15-minute 
a.m. periods to plug its herb tea. 


Program features Virginia Lee, 
‘voice of tomorrow,’ as graphologist 
and Jerry Behrens, crooning guitar- 
ist. 

Dr. Pollack, dentist, a fresh starter 
on WCKY with noontime 10-minute 


spots four days a week, music for 
sustaining with a girl directing 
Smiles Club angle. 

Indo-Vim, new Cincy medicine 


firm, sponsoring quarter-hour 
ing spots on WCKY 


morn- 
weekdays; fea- 


; tures Harmony Boys. 
half hour Mondays, 9:30 p.m., for 13 | 





BOSTON 
Omega Chemical Co., 60 participa- 
tions in Yankee Network News 
Service Broadcasts, five weekly, 
Monday through Friday, bx;-inning 


Feb. 25. Through Husband & 
Thomas, N. Y. WNAC, WEAN, 
WORC, WMAS, WNBH, WLUH, 


WICC, WLBZ, WFEA 

Dr. King Dentists, 312 weather re- 
ports, one daily except Sunday, re- 
newal effective February 13. Through 
C. Brewer Smith, Boston. WNAC. 


CHARLES PREVIN 





Houghton & Dutton Co., 48 125- 








CONDUCTOR 


REALSILK’S SILKEN 
STRING CONCERT 


N.B.C.—_SUNDAYS 
8- 8:30 P.M., CST 
9- 9:30 P.M., PCT 
10-10:30 P.M., MT 


Personal Representative 
W. BIGGIE LEVIN 


612 No. Michigan Ave. 
CHICAGO 





—— 


ROY FOX 


AND HIS 


BAND 
ON TOUR 


B.B.C. NETWORK 


LEITH 
STEVENS 


CONDUCTOR 


PINAUD PROGRAM 


Every Saturday Evening at 6 
WABC 


Exclusive Management Columbia 
Broadcasting System 
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Radio Chatter 


New York 


Chick Condon’s orchestra, at the 
New Kenmore hotel, Albany, has 
awitched from WGY to WABY. 

Heavy damage done to pins in the 
G. E. Athletic Association's alleys 
when a gang from the studio, con- 
trol room, and commercial depart- 
ment staffs of WGY moosey over 
for a Saturday afternoon session. 

Sam Hammer has been placed in 
eharge of WHN’s Brooklyn radio 
unit atop the Metropolitan theatre. 
Louls Barker is in charge of sales. 
Hammer formerly assisted Bessie 
Mack at the Capitol, New York. 

Josef Pasternack’s new half-hour 
program over WOR, New York, is 
being groomed as a sustaining 
spread for the Mutual network. 

James Wallington returns to his 
home town, Rochester, N. Y., in a 
blaze on March 4 to preside over 
the annual spring Masonic bal 
masque. NBC sending Don Bestor’s 


ARTHUR 
‘TRACY 


“THE STREET SINGER” 
DR. SCHOLL’S PRODUCTS 
© Evenings, 7:30-7:45 E.8.T. 
Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 
WOR-WLW-WGN-WXYZ 











Direction 


Rocke Productions 


RKO Bidg., New York City 











SAM 
HEARN 


Starre 
TASTYEAST 
© 12 Neon, Sunday, WJZ od 


“The Superintendent” 
@ Mark Hellinger’s 


Penthouse erepen 
8 P.M., Wed., WiZ 


Management Rocke Productions 





“Mr, Sehlepperman” 
with 


Jack Benny 
7 P.M., Sun., WIZ 














Jack and Loretta| 


WEAF 
11:16 to 11:30 A.M. Sundays 


VENIDA 
e 


9:30-10:30 P.M. Saturdays 


IVORY SOAP 
- WEAF 


Direction 
NBC Artist Bureau and 


Rocke Productions 


BEULER 


BARITONE 


FEATURED SOLOIST WITH 
TASTYEAST 
EVERY SUN., 12-12:30 P.M., WJZ 


Representative 


Rocke Productions 


HOPE 


BROMO-SELTZER 
Every Friday—8:30 P, M. 
WJZ—NBC 
Direction 


LOUIS SHURR 
AL MELNICK 


























ADIA 


KUZNETZOFF 


WMCA—10 P. M. EVERY TUES. 
“JOLLY RUSSIANS” 
Russian Kretchma Nightly 


Sole Direction 
Herman Bernie, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 





| 


band along to play for the festivi- | 


_ WA Ris} TY 


Hines 











Prefessisaal Night’ in 
Lancaster Tops Sundry 
Local Amateur Twists 


Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 4. 








WGAL switched the tables 

Thursday ($1) by announcing a 

contest for professionals only, with | Paris. Jan. 26 

entry blanks available only for ar-/ when Georges Mandel, commu- 

tists or groups who have worked | nications minister and radio zar 

} under contract on a sponsored pro- /says ‘sing,’ they sing Or else 

vee no limit to th : Georges Thil, star tenor cf.the Paris 

variety of pe A le Pi awe opera, found that oe 

be included, and no Emit to the|_.-- Tam Se soloist at a concert 
¢ iof the Pasdeloup orchestra, which 


ties, with the announcer down to} 
handle all m.c. chores. 

Hans Lange pinch-hitting fo) 
Alfred Wallenstein over WOR | 
while latter conductor is in Ca] 
fornia. 

John Herrick now heard on 
Thursday nights on Father John’s 
hour. 

Bob Emery gathering some juve- 
niles together for a WNEW broad- 
cast which went over ABS chain 
last week. 

Andy Sannella back in circula- 
tion again. 

Mary Connolly, Asbury Park, |} 
N. J., won first prize in the new 


tune contest over WBNX, Bronx. 

Leonora Corona testing for pic- 
tures. 

Uncle Don Carey making short 
subjects for Fox. 

Ernest Whitman plays 
in The Gibson Family. 

Arthur Boran to make personal 
appearances at St. George theatre 
in Staten Island Feb. 9. 

James Lin, son of Lin Fen, presi- 
dent of China, who its visiting in 
this country, speaking over WEAF 
today (5) under auspices of the 
Y.M.C.A,. Chinese Youth is his sub- 
ject. Chao-Mei-Pa, Chinese con- 
cert artist on the same program. 

Newspaper Guild to give press by- 
liners a@ chance to air over WMCA, 
New York, starting Feb. 11. First 
down for a personal story slant is 
Jerry Duncan, of the Evening- 
Journal. He will discuss the Lind- 
bergh case from a newspaper man’s 
angle. 

Robert B. Sullivan, formerly with 
WMCA publicity department, is now 
on the copy desk at the Post. 

Joseph Sudy new tenor with 
Henry King’s band. 

Helen Dudley Curran joins Emil 
Coleman’s orchestra to sing. 

Kel Murray embarking on a vaude 
tour March 1. 

Ruth Robins remaining with Leon 
Navara’s band as soloist. 

Eddie Elkins’ band Nor- 
mandie room this week. 

Mary Barclay back on WINS 
again, 

Vivian Marshall on a oruise to 
South America. 


Theopolis 


into 








in any | oun 
“ |was being broadcast by Paris PTT 


leading government outlet. Whe 
song group to be warbled by Thi. 
was reached, sending station went! 
dead. Few minutes later 
cane, announcer, went on the 
with a statement that gap had been | 


number of persons appearing 
single group. 

Contest winners are to be given, 
in addition to the usual joy-jaunt, 
a contract to appear on the regular 
programs of Schainucks Clothing 
Store, the sponsor. 

Public is to vote their choice in 
the contest and judges will make} 


all final selections. be present while he gargled. 


second set of 


t 


lis time it Ww 


vance, with the 


ially for a PTT broadcast, the i 


Today Tos 
Monday (28) 
group of songs 
at the 


P 


ay in it for 


Pasdeloup concert 


Cracking the Paris Whip 


Tenor of Opera Told He Must Broadcast on 
Gov’t Station, or Else 


songs by T!} 


crack of the whip. 


Minister 


gether with h 


Jean Tos-/larme of National Education, 
air |is boss of the opera and other 
sidized theatres, 
due to Thil’s refusal to let the mike /tenor drawing his pay from the gov- 
‘ernment could 


Mandel 


as announces a j d- 
ition’s ’ s 
cane announced that 
Thil will sin: f= 
=) 

on which he balked 
No extra 

the tenor Just a 
simply got to- 

is co-minister Mal- 
who 

sub- 

to decide that no 


refuse to broadcast 








(Goodman Ace facetiously sug- Hiatus was repeated during a/from its own outlet. 
gested a ‘professional night’ re- . es - 
cently.) - : - 
9 every Saturday. Follows outline of | 





nite amateur hour. 
month planned | 


CBS Sunday 
One program each 
for Negro talent. 


Bridgeport, Feb. 4. 
Three Warner houses tn Norwalk, 





audience-applause eliminations face 
studio mike the following Monday 
eve. 


WVFW, Brooklyn, have inaugurat- 
ed this exclusive program for its | 
listeners. | 
Misha Rappel_ directing the 
tongue-twisters on Friday nights. 


Danbury and Ansonia have tied Reger Phillips m.c. Rounds out | 
up with WICC, Bridgeport-New | station’s Saturday program, with | 
Haven Yankee webber, as outlet for Modern Minstrels (Bert Swor and / 
theatre amateur-night winners. Lou Lubin, Harry von Zell m.c.) | 
Non-pros compete in respective | trom 2-3 p.m. weekly. 
communities on different nites, with | 
Jimmy Milne and George Bowe, Amateur hour in Yiddish is the | 
WICC announcers, alternating a5 /jatest novice program to break on | 
stage m. c's. Nine survivors of|the airways. WARD, WLTH ond 
| 





San Antonio, Feb. 4. 

Amateur talent trend has reached 
the southwest. Alice Joy initials 
Tuesday (5) in series of shows for 
Southwestern broadcasting: web in 
search for talent in 10 Texas and 
Louisiana oities, 

Universal Mills of Fort Worth is 
sponsoring the series which is tied 
in with ample display space in 





Buffalo, Feb. 4 

Over 600 Western New Yorkers 
are registered at WGR for audi- 
tions in the Kate Smith contest. 
Miss Smith and a group of Buffalo 
bigwigs will judge the finals next 
week, 

Two winners will perform on 





dailies of cities involved. Hits the 
air from 7 to 7:30 p.m. each Tues- 
day night. Stations include KTAT, 
Fort Worth; KRLD, Dallas; KTSA, 


Honolulu 





Smith network program February 
25 and get a-.week's engagement 
at $60 each at Shea's Buffalo, 
February 15. 














Honolulu is receiving some splen- 
did programs from the mainland 
and all here are grateful beyond ex- 
pression, considering it’s 2,200 miles 
to California and another 3,500 to 
New York. 

Bob Cutter has been promoted to 
production mgr. for KGMB. 

Chesterfield program comes over 
KGMB three times each week. 

With stations here using Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Portu- 
guese, and Haole, meaning white, 
and Hawaiian, announcers have to 
be perhaps the most versatile in all 
radioland, due to the many different 
races that broadcast. 

Next» July the announcer with 
KGU, Homer Tyson, will celebrate 
his 10th anniversary with this com- 
pany. 

KGU kept operating long after 
the midnight hour to assist Amelia 
Earhart, and the intensely inter- 
ested listeners, on her every move 
in her flight from Honolulu to Cali- 
fornia. Manager Mulroney and his 
chief assistant, Tyson, broadcast 
every 30 minutes. 


Ohio 


‘Mac’ McKinney, whose Cotton 
Pickers are at Cleveland’s Cotton 
club, refuses to lead own band for 
WHK broadcasts. Turns it over to 
assistant director, listens to pro- 
gram from hotel room, then criti- 
cizes it afterwards. 

Duke Lidyard, announcer WHK, 
Cleveland, now singing to eight- 
pound boy. 

Al and Pete, former network com- 
edy and song team, launching series 
of five programs per week from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. over WHK, Cleveland. 

Mrs. Antoinette Werner West, 
soprano and studio hostess at 
WLW, Cincinnati, was married Jan. 
19 to Will Richards Atkinson, non- 


New England 


Jack Onslow (Spencer Shoe Base- 
ball School of the Air) of WNAC, 
Boston, breeds bird dogs as a hobby. 

Joe Rines and his band (WBZ 
WBZA, Boston) will remain north 
this winter for first time in eight 
years. 
will try to scrape by with a sun 
lamp. 

Bob Ide, Yankee network auditor 
who lives in Saugus, Mass., 
part way to work for a few days 
after the blizzard, on skis. 

Isham Jones’ orchestra 
through WHDH, Boston, 
Jan. 23. 

‘Friendly Kitchen Observer’ of 
WEEI, Boston, ties in with Keith 
Anniversary. Talent coming to that 
theatre during February will be in- 
terviewed. 

H. A. 

(Continued on page 46) 








SOPRA OS 
Laine 


clears 
starting 


Instead of Florida sun Rines | 





Woodman and Frank Mason | 
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Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

WBAL, now under Hearst opera- 
tion, sent a rep around to discuss 
with Bill Saxton, Loew's town man- 
ager, the possibility of the station 
tying-in with the vaudfilm Century 
for an amateur once-weekly halt- 
hour of entertainment that could be 
spliced in with the regular vaude. 


San Antonio; KTRH, Houston; 
KNOW, Austin; WACO, Waco; 
KGRS, Amarillo; KGKO, Wichita 
Falls; KFDM, Beaumont and Lake 
Charles, and KWKH, Shreveport. 

Ed Lally band supports the sing- 
ers. Merle Tucker, KTAT, will do 
the spieling. 
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Show would be broadcast. 

Loew’s has not as yet given a de- 
cision. Last summer similar stunt 
was tried with WIFBR, but the re- 
sults were so disastrous the tie-in 
was abrogated after the initial pro- 
gram. 

In the old days WBAL never had 
dealings with theatres. If houses 
wanted to buy advertising time. 
okay; but there were no hook-ins of 
any sort. Now, however, the sta- 
tion has already tied-in with the 
indie vaudfilm Hippodrome and, if 
the Century agrees to the suggested 
idea, the broadcaster will have iiself 
two theatres under the wing. 


Rochester, Feb. 4. 

Amateur hour of WHEC, spon- 
sored by the Penn Oil Co., is now 
broadcast from the stage of the RKO 
Palace theatre as an added stage 
attraction. Three theatres bid for 
the feature with the Palace first in 
line. 

WHEC had to do something be- 
cause of crowds seeking to gain ad- 
mission to the studios. Police help 
necessary to keep out the overflow 
after 150 ticket holders admitted. 





Dallas, Feb. 5. 
KRLD began (Feb. 3) weekly 
amateur program hour, at 8 p.m. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Pennsylvania blue laws, making Sunday a day of complete rest from 
practically everything but church-going, are responsible for new studio; 
move in WGAL, Lancaster. 

Public is admitted to the studios only by pass. This was made neces- 
sary, Hines Hatchette, station manager, announced, by the volume of | 
people cluttering up the place all day Sunday questing a little entertain- | 
ment. | 

Thing had reached the point where talent had difficulty getting into | 
the place and the furniture was beginning to show signs of the strain. 
As many as 500 people crowd the reception room which ordinarily is 
large enough to accommodate studio crowd easily. 

Cop on duty regularly in the studio will handle the passless, while | 
those with passes will be handled by the official glad-hander 

Talent, sponsors and station staff are to be only people authorized to} 


issue passes. 





New York World-Telegram published its annual radio editors’ pupu- 
larity poll in the Saturday (2) edition. Tops were for 1934. Firsts as com- 
piled by the daily went to the following: Favorite program, also favorite 
comedian, Jack Benny; popular songstress, Jane Froman; popular singer, 


Bing Crosby; d@ance orchestra, Guy Lombardo; harmony, Mills ! 
Brothers; symphonic conductor, Leopold Stokowski; classical singer, | 
Lawrence Tibbett; instrumentalist, Albert Spalding; best musical pro- | 
gram, Waring’s; radio actress, Mary Pickford; children’s program, Irene 
Wicker; commentator, Edwin C, Hill; sports, Ted Husing; announcer, | 


James Wallington; eutstanding new star, Helen Jepson; home economics, 
ida Bailey Allen, 





Eugene O'Neill, the playwright, wrote Jack Benny from Georgia giving 
the radio comic permission to travesty O’Neill’s works, but with the pro- | 
viso they be clearly labelled and the titles modified. 





Sunday (8) broadcast was called ‘Emperor Benny’. Playwright wrote 
Benny that he listened to the program regularly. 

Two NBC v.p.’s in company with an out-of-town affillate were embar 
rassed when two minor employees not noti ‘ing who else was in the ele- 
vator made some frank comment about etation relations, ‘ 
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Calif. Courts Uphold Vogel Verdict 
On His ‘Marcheta’ Song Suit 


+ 





Franklin Sheridan, erst- 
of the John Franklin 
a Hollywood 


John 
while head 
Music Co., and now 
bit actor under the name of Frank 
Sheridan, last week was ordered to 
pay $25,000 to Jerry Vogel, New 
York music man, by the state ap- 
peals court in California. Sheri- 
dan and his wife, the former Edna 
Carroll, long with Lyon & Healy, 
music jobbers, as well as the 


Franklin Music Co., ha appealed 
in the San Francisco appeals di- 
vision, which ruled for Vogel. 

The suit, involving ‘Marcheta,’ 
was an important Tin Pan Alley 
litigation. Dating back a num- 
ber of years, it had been fought 
bitterly by O'Brien, Malevinsky & 
Driscoll, attorney for Vogel, who 
took the case and advanced funds 
because they felt Vogel was justi- 
fled. 

It upheld Vogel's interest in 
the song, ‘Marcheta,’ now a stand- 
ard number, which the composer, 
Victor Schertzinger, now a Holly- 
wood film director, originally sold 
to Sheridan (John Franklin Music | 
Co.) for $50. Sheridan at the sun-. 
dry trials averred that he ‘took 
eare of’ Schertzinger subsequently, 
but it was Vogel’s contention that 
go far as he knows the only com- 
pensation the fitm director-song- 
writer got was the attendant 
prestige. 


orn 
~J % 





Unique Claim 


The courts upheld the unique 
claim that Vogel’s auspices and 
general influence in the music trade 
made ‘Marcheta’ the hit that it 
was, Vogel placed a valuation of 
$300,000 on the song from all rights 
and claimed that some $70,000 was 
actually due him. When account- 
ings were reached, only about $25,- 
000 was agreed upon because of 
the lack of records to substantiate 
Vogel’s claims. 

Schertzinger first wrote the song 
fn 1910 or 1912. Alfred de Manby, 
8. L. Rothafel’s assistant at the 
Mark Strand theatre on Broadway 
when Roxy was managing director 
of that house, who was a singer 
at the theatre also on occasion, 
used to hum the number to Vogel. 
Vogel became enthused about it 
and while working for the John 
Franklin Music Co. decided he 
could exploit it. Sheridan agreed 
and ceded 25% to Vogel for his 
song-plugging efforts. Vogel is not 
the conventional song plugger of 
that period nor is he today (now 
heading his ow. music pub firm), 
but his connections with the promi- 


nent acts, bands et al., succeeded 
in making ‘Marcheta’ a big song 
seller. 

Because it was established that 
Vogel had rendered definite ser- 
vices in exploiting the song, the 
courts sustained his cause. Kay 


& Kay Co. is the present copyrigt 
owner on assignment from Sheri- 
dan, who bowed out of the music 
biz. It is likely that when the 
original 28 years’ copyright expires 
that Schertzinger will cede the song 
to Vogel for his catalog, just as 
George M. Cohan recently assigned 
the rights to many of his songs to 
Vogel. 





Nixing Day Off Rule Up 
To L. A. Musicians Board 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Membership of Musicians local, 
4i, American Federation of 
Musicians, voted at its annual meet- 
ing to refer back to the board of 
directors, with full power, the mat- 
ter of continuing suspension of the 
compulsory one day off in seven (or 
One week in seven as an alterna- 
tive) where individually applied. 
Vote was an expression of con- 
fidence in the way the directors have 
handled the matter since promul- 
Gating the suspension some weeks 
ago. 


BURKE SETTLES 
Marty Forkins suit against 
Johnny Burke, songwriter, for $625 
In commissions claimed due on a 
deal Forkins set with Fox Films in 

1931, was settled last week. 
Matter had already come up in 
court, but Burke settled before the 
trial actually began. I. Robert 





Broder was counsel for Forkins, 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the number of 
combined plugs on WEAF. 
WJZ and WABC. 


Blue Moon. 
1 Believe in Miracles. 
June in January. 


Dancing With My Shadow. 
Believe It, Beloved. 

Good Ship Lollipop. 
Because of Once Upon Time. 
You and Night and Music. 
You're the Top. 

Love Is Around Corner. 
Continental. 

Earful of Music. 

If It’s Love. 

Isle of Capri. 

Object of My Affection. 
Throwing Stones at Sun. 
Hands. 

With Every Breath | Take. 
Where’s Smoke, There’s Fire. 











Balto Musicians Demand 
Pay for Birthday Ball 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Local showmen burned to a crisp 
last Wednesday when they held a 
benefit at the Century for crippled 
children charities in honor of the 
President's birthday and the mu- 
sicians’ Local No. 40, de- 
manded pay for the pit orchestra. 
totalling 22 acts, 
phases of 


union, 


Performers, 
were drafted from all 
local show biz for the benefit, the 
theatre was donated, newspapers 
spread space ‘and the billposters’ 
printers gave copy and slapped it 
up on billboards. It was a benefit 
given by everyone but the musi- 
cians. 

Orchestra was regular crew at 
the vaudfilm Century and the band 
was willing to play, but the union 
demanded dough, advancing the 
angle that its members were being 
paid for playing at all the Presi- 
dent’s birthday affairs round town, 
and that it must be consistent in 
its policy covering the matter. 





Mrs. Stasny’s Comeback 


Mrs. A. J. Stasny and Charlie 
Lang, of Bibo-Lang, are negotiating 
a partnership arrangement, which 
will bring the Stasny concern back 
to active participation in the popu- 
lar field. Meanwhile Mrs. Stasny is 
taking enlarged quarters in a 
Broadway building. 

Within the past year two different 
publishing firms have sought to buy 
the Stasny catalog. They were 
Mills Music, Ine., and _ Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co. Neither proposi- 
tion got beyond the discussion stage 
because Mrs. Stasny didn’t think 
that the price offered her made it 
worthwhile for her to withdraw 
from the publishing business. 





Max Dreyfus Feels Oke; 
To Coast for Vacash 


Max Dreyfus, head of Harms, 
feeling much better than he has 
been for months, left for the Coast 
over the weekend for a vacation. 
His brother, Touis Dreyfus, now a 
permanent resident of London, re- 
turned to England last week after 
visiting in New York for a fort- 
night. During Max Dreyfus’ ill- 
ness Louis had scheduled himself 
to come over about four times a 
year. 

Larry Spier, general manager of 
T. B. Harms Co., a_subsid of 
Harms, Inc., pulls out today (Tues- 
day) for a Miami Beach vacash. 





BUSSE TO GROVE 


Chicago, Feb. 4 | 


Henry Busse band, which has | 
just finished a season at the Chez 
Paree, goes into the Cocoanut | 





Grove, Los Angeles, May 1 for asl 
months, 


Murkland on Code 


P. A. Murkland, deputy NRA ad- 
ministrator in charge of the publish- 
ing industries, was engaged last 
week in preparing his letter of trans- 
mittal, which will accompany the 
music code when the latter is sub- 
mitted next week for approval to 
President Roosevelt. 

Code has been okayed by all the 
Washington boards concerned. 


SYNDICATES SET 
FEB. 15 LIMIT 


Syndicate stores have notified 
John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publshers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation, that they will not extend 
beyond Feb. 15 their offer to co- 
operate with the publishing indus- 
try in devising means of catering 
to the chains on a centralized basis. 

Representatives of leading pub- 
lishing firms are slated to meet in 
New York tomorrow (Wednesday) 
to discuss several plans that have 
been proposed in that direction. 
Implied in the notice given Paine 
by the syndicates was the threat 
that if the publishers couldn’t get 
together on a central shipping and 
merchandising bureau the chains 
would proceed to close down more 
music counters. 

Tomorrow's gathering will re- 
ceive from Edwin H. Morris the 
reaction of his publishing duo, 
Remick and Witmark, to the chains’ 
demand for a central shipping 
channel. Even if the Remick and 
Witmark firms consent to the syn- 
dicates’s proposal, the advocates of 
the chain warehousing idea will be 
faced with the problem of finding a 
way to bring in the remaining seven 
publishing houses that are bound 
by the settlement agreements Max 
Mayer obtained during the trial of 
his anti-trust action last spring. 
These agreements, made for a term 
of five years, restrain the publishers 
from selling to any retailer at prices 
b.low those accorded Maver. 











Gross, Lamont Repping 
Publishers on Coast 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 
Bobby Gross is back as Coast rep 


for Santley Bros., Inc., and will 
headquarter here. 
Carl Lamont, another vet with 


song publishers on the Coast, has 
been appointed to represent the 
Jenkins Co. of Kansas City here. 





Warner Bros. After Song Copyright 
Renewals on Wholesale Basis 





S. P. A. News 


Having found the production 
cost of its quarterly publica- 
tion too costly, Songwriters’ 
Protective Association has 
abandoned its issuance. 

The SPA’s house organ 
messages, if news, have 
been promised circulation via 
VARIETY. 


Orch. Leader Charged 
With Stabbing Pair 
Of His Own Bandmen 


Lancaster, Wis., Feb. 4. 

Virgil Cloyde, Baraboo, Wis., 
dance orchestra leader, is being held 
in the county jail here awaiting 
formal charges in Circuit Court, 
following a _ knifing which took 
place at a dance and in which two 
members of his band, C. B. Kardes 
and W. S. Briggs, were seriously 
wounded. 

The jam occurred when the sub- 
ject of program leadership came up. 
Cloyde is charged with having 
stabbed Kardes on the chest and 
arms and Briggs in the back and 
legs. Walter Zipka, dance hall in- 
spector, was also cut slightly as he 
fled from the hall. 

The dance ended in a riot. 


Tuners Will Talk Tax 
Matters at Mills’ Feed 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Welcome party will be tossed here 
tonight (Mon.) for E. C. Mills, gen. 
mer. of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
who arrived here Sunday from the 
east. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert got together lo- 
cal members of ASCAP and the 
Song Writers’ Protective associa- 
tion, and will be toastmaster. 

Music tax matters will be thor- 
oughly gone into at the _ get-to- 
gether. 

















LEW CONRAD BROKE 


Lew Conrad, musician and _ or- 
chestra leader of 315 Riverside 
drive, New York, has filed a volun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy. 

Lists $8,711 in debts; no assets. 





Inside Stuff—Music 





‘Ole Faithful’ had on Jan. 21 already received in England a turnover 
of 214,000 copies, with the tune at the time selling at the rate of 8,000 a 


week, 


Irwin Dash, its English publisher, figures that the song will reach 


the 275,000 mark. It’s the third 6-pence (12c.) sheet that has done over 


200,000 copies in that country the past two years. 


to Me Gypsy’ and ‘Isle of Capri’. On 


Other two were ‘Play 
this side the tune, after a couple of 


months’ plugging, has just started to pick up. 


Top seller on the Decca catalog so far that the company has been 


in business is Bing Crosby, rating 


Dorsey Bros. are runners-up. 


1-2, Lombardo, Casa Loma and 


Crosby's ‘June in January’ and ‘Love Is Just Around the Corner’ is 


around the 20,000 mark and hoped 
seller for Brunswick three years ago. 


Boston Traveler in a regulation ed 
Fingerprints’, 


Crawford-Vocco's current pop plug. 


to equal Crosby’s ‘Please,’ his top 


itorial put in a plug for ‘Tiny Little 
Editorial comment 


on plays and films and rarely on established hit songs (usually because 
of their patriotic or propoganda purpose) has been made before, but a 


plug for a song that’s still in the 


unusual. 


Manner in which ‘Isle of Capri’, t 


Maurice (London) has come up &as a hit, rating now as the 


throes of achieving popularity is 


he T. B. Harms import from Peter 


No. 2 song 


of the country, is further distinguished by the fact that none of the rec- 


ognized radio ‘hit makers’ plugged the song. 


mercials gave it a ride, as with oth 


None of the big air com- 


er hits, the imported tango foxtrot 


developing its own momentum in more or less haphazard manner. 


Warner Bros., which bowed out of the recording business by selling 
Brunswick to Consolidated Film Labs, is back in it as owner of Decca 


Records, Inc. 
factory, etc., with Herman Starr of 
on the Decca directorate. 


Bennee Russell’s five-year contract 


unusual instance of one music publis! 

writer, for simultaneous exploitation. 
Russell wrote ’em all alone with 

Washington collaborated, 


the 


Latter outfit has taken over much of the WB equipment, 


WB representing the film producer 


with Harms {is launched with the 


1er issuing seven songs by the same | 


exception of one in which Ned 


Dick Himber, maestro of the Hotel Ritz-Carlton, N. Y., who wrote ‘Tea 


at the Ritz’ with J. Russel Robinson, finds its plugging over the air lim- Brunswick Casino and 


ited, because the competitive hotels 
hostelry, even if it’s in song. 


don’t approve any plug for another 





| 
| 


> 


Warner Bros, publishing group 
has gone into the business of ac- 
quiring copyright renewals on @& 
wholesale scale. Using the lettere 
heads of M. Witmark & Son the 
WB copyright lawyers are address- 
ing form communications to write 
ers, or their heirs or assignees, ad- 
vising them that the copyright on 
their songs is about to expire and 
offering to take care of the renewal 
proceedings. Propositions are not 
restricted to those whose works are 
now being handled by members of 
the Warner Bros. publishing group, 

Carried on the WB payrell is 
someone in Washington whose task 
it is to keep track of pop compost- 
tions on which copyrights are about 
to run out. Letter sent to copyright 
owners offers to shoulder the entire 
expense of copyright renewal. En- 
closed wit!. the letter is a contract. 

Warner Bros.’ drive on copyright 
renewals ha two incentives. A 
large representation of old numbers 
in its catalogs will not only 
strengthen the publishing group’s 
position when it comes to collecting 
for radio performances, the firm 
feets, but ease the financial burden 
for the picture end of the WB ene 
terprises when it comes to syn- 
chronization usages. 


Mills, on Coast, May 
Launch Drive Against 
Music Royalty Dodgers 





Los Angeles, Feb. 4, 

Drive on racketeers and others 
who have been failing to kick in for 
musie royalties is expected to be 
launched here immediately as a ree 
sult of the arrival on the Coast of 
E. C. Mills, gen. mgr. of the Amerte 
can Socie.y of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, } 

Particularly singled out are seve 
eral operators of Walkathons in neare 
by towns, who are reported to have 
ignored the copyright regulations, 
and who face U. S. District court 
charges. 


SOC.’S NEW BOARDS SET 
AND OPEN FOR SQUAWKS 


Both the publishers and appeals 
boards of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers 
are now ready to function. New 
election held for the former setup 
has given the appellate assignments 
to E. B. Marks, Lou Diamond, Abe 





Olman, W. Deane Preston, Max 
Winkler and Dr. Renato Tassellf, 
Former three represent the pop 


publishing field and the others the 
standard faction. 

Second balloting for members of 
the publishers’ board of appeals 
was necessitated when three candi- 
dates received an equal number of 
votes, 

Appellate groups will listen to 
protests made by ASCAP members 
against the ratings given them by 
the classification committee. If the 
appeals board issues a verdict that 
is contrary to that of the classificae 
tion committee the case will then 
come up for its final adjudication 
before the combined membership of 
the classification committee and the 





appeals board. 





Lang Stocking Library 





With Disks for Indies 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Freeman Lang is making 104 discs 
of Salvatore Santaella’s combinae 
tion. 
Platters will be used as a nucleus 


for a sound library to be used for 
dubbing onto future discs and for 
utilization by independent film proe- 


ducers not able to afford the tap for 
backgrounding. 


HUB’S BRUNSWICK FOLDS 


Zoston, I  * 
The Brunswick hotel has « ed 
j its doors after 61 years. Wit the 
ishutter goes the closins the 


| playing 


i Cel lore 


mer a pretentious supper room 


name bands, 
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Disc Reviews 
By Abel Green 





Al Bowlly 
This is Ray Noble's imported 
tenor, now on this side while the 


British maestro-songwriter is try- 
ing to get himself set with the 
A.F.M. and a radio commercial. 
Noble's 100% now with both and 
so is Bowlly, who'll .be on Noble's 
new Coty program later this month. 

His handling of ‘Blue Moon’ and 
‘In a Blue and Pensive Mood’ is 
further enhanced by the fact that 
Noble arranged and directed the 
orchestra supporting Bowlly. As 
yet Noble is restricted on making 
his own records on this side, but 
this is the best conceivable com- 
promise. 

Despite all American patriotism 
and restrictions, Tin Pan Alley, the 
music trades and allied professional 
arts and crafts take the position 
that there should be no embargoes, 
barriers or pseudo-nationalistic re- 
strictions on talent, and Noble, rat- 
ing as highly as he does with the 
songwriters, recorders, et al., has 
‘em all with him. Bowlly’s man- 
ner, too, is above par; he’s not 
just a crooner but a finished tenor. 
Victor 24849. 





Paul Whiteman 

The dean of jazz with his concert 
combo does orchestral wonders 
with Reginald Foresythe's ‘Sere- 
nade to a Wealthy Widow’ and 
‘Deep Forest,’ a 1935 type of spirit- 
ual. The Whiteman orchestral ad- 
dicts will rave about this one. Vic- 
tor 24852. 





The Ink Spots 

Strictly for the jazzhounds, the 
campus wisies and Lindy’s herring- 
tearers. This very modern combo 
(two guitars, cello and a cymbal) 
gives out two Harlemaniacal ditties 
by Jack Hancock, captioned ‘Your 
Feet’'s Too Big’ and ‘Swinging on 
the Strings’ wherein the male quar- 
tet tells all about it to strict fox- 
trot tempo. They also simulate the 
jazzique. Jack Hylton imported 
them to England on a recent trip. 
The guitars are very hotcha. Vic- 
tor 24851. 





. Ray Noble-Joe Jackson 

Noble's been on this side for 
about four months now, which gives 
an idea how many from-manuscript 
songs he must have recorded for 
His Master’s Voice in London be- 
fore sailing for these shores. Vic- 
tor, of course, markets ‘em in 
America, They are still percolat- 
ing over, waiting their turn, ap- 
parently, until the publishers in 
England give the songs a ride, if 
the disks are to mean anything. 

‘Dreaming a Dream’ is one of 
these on Victor 24850 backed by 
‘Sitting Beside O’ You,’ also by the 
same battery of songsmiths as 
Noble's number (Waller-turn- 
bridge-Weston-Lee), which Joe 
Jackson and his combo from the 
Dorchester hotel, London, gives out 
in the same smooth fashion. Jack- 
son at times sounds very Ray 
Noble. One organ effect is a pip. 
Both with vocals. 





Connie Boswell 
The star of the Boswell Sisters 
8) solos on Brunswick 7363 with 
lue Moon’ and ‘Cloudg,’ inter- 
preting both in her usually distin- 
guished pop lyrical manner, with 
@ corking orchestral background, 





Don Bestor 

Two waltzes: and two foxes by 
Bestor and his very good dance 
combo, in all of which the conduc- 
tor-pianist features himself on the 
vibraharp. This is the dulcet piano- 
like instrument which Bestor has 
popularized so well and which has 
stood him in good stead for novelty 
in orchestration. 

Brunswick 7365 couples ‘The 
Debutante Waltz’ with ‘If Yoy Love 
Me, Say So,’ and the foxtrot 
couplet on 7366 pairs the currently 
in-the-air ‘Tiny Little Fingerprints’ 
with ‘I Believe in Miracles.’ Neil 

uckley in all also stands out with 

is vocal delivery. 


Willie Bryant 

Very hotcha is Mr. Willie Bryant 
who holds forth with his rhythm 
mayhemers at the Savoy ballroom 
in the heart of Harlem. Catering to 
mccoy Harlem on-the-hoofers, that 
means that Mr. Willie Bryant had 
better be good, or else. His samples 
of sizzling jazzique explain why the 
Times Square wiseys are makin’ 
Saturday midnight trips to Har- 
lem for those breakfast dances—and 
to get a load of Willie Bryant. 

On Victor 24847 he gives out Tom 
Jones’ ‘Chimes at the Meeting’’ with 
vocal and ad libbing by the maestro, 
backed by ‘Throwin’ Stones at the 
Sun.’ First is plenty sizzling and a 
wow in knockabout-drag-’em-out 
rhythmania. 








Jolly Coburn 

The Rainbow Room orchestra 
Jeader, Jolly Coburn, couples ‘Love, 
ome Take Me’ from ‘Fools Rush 
n’ (revye) and ‘I Was Lucky’ from 
20th Century’s forthcoming ‘Folies 
Bergere de Paris’ film, wherein Har- 
old Van Emburgh and Roy Camp- 
bell’s Swanee Singers respectively 
do the vocal chores. Conventionally 
rchestrated they’re not particularly 
Reaviring foxtrots. Sole distinction 


is a hot harp. Disk gives the im- 
pression of either careless prepara- 
tion or faulty recording technique. 





Eddy Duchin 

From Warner Bros.’ forthcoming 
filmusical, the 1935 edition of ‘Gold 
Diggers’ Duchin has two corking 
songs by Al Dubin and Harry War- 
ren, a waltz, ‘The Words Are In My 
Heart,’ and a fox, ‘I’m Goin’ Shoppin’ 
With You.’ First sounds like an- 
other ‘Shadow Waltz’ and both are 
distinguisled as to their Duchin 
brand of pianology and _ general 
tempo treatment. Lew Sherwood’s 
excellent vocal interluding doesn't 
hurt either. 





Fats Waller 

Fats Waller and his Rhythm is 
one of the few new things on the 
disks in some time and that explains 
why Victor has such a good seller 
in this dusky demon of jazz. Canny 
merchandizing usually couples a 
heated ditty with a smoother num- 
ber, which is --aart for audience ap- 
peal and is again emulated on No. 
24846 with the hotcha ‘Baby Brown’ 
and the smoother ‘Because of Once 
Upon a Time. 

That Waller pianology-vocalizing, 
plus a mean but smooth trumpet, 
accounts for most of the rhythm, 
and it’s all just too bad Jim, 





Ted Fio- Rito 
Novelty foxtrots, more in the na- 
ture of singing dance tunes as 
Muzzy Marcellino and the Debu- 
tantes vocalize throughout in strict 
foxtrotology. Both sides evidence 
much care in preparation, orchestra- 
tion and recording, as novelty in- 
strumentation, rumba - rhythm 
asides, vocal didoes and general 
light®hearted attack is manifested 
in the renditions. ‘Good Ship’ Lol- 
lipop’ from ‘Bright Eyes’ and ‘Ting- 
A-Ling-A-Ling’ from another Fox 
film, ‘Lottery Lover,’ are the selec- 
tions. Brunswick 7364, 





Williams-Walsh 
Lofner-Harris (Phil) was one 
hyphenated dance combo that came 
to attention at the Hotel Mark Hop- 
kins, San Francisco—although in 
refutation of this premise Anson 
Weeks’ signal click at this same 
spot is notable—and the Mark 
Hopkins again has a dual dance 
combo, this time labeled Williams- 
Walsh. They’re on Decca 328 with 
their orchestra and dish up a hit 
potentiality in ‘Let's Call It All a 
Dream’ (Powell - Pollack - Webster) 
which is backed by ‘Because of Once 
Upon a Time.’ Former is a waltz, 
Bob Saunders doing the vocal. 
June MacCloy, of whom much was 
expected in filmusicals, is now a 
vocalist with the band and asserts 
herself with ‘Because.’ 


Night Club Reviews 
CASABLANCA 


(MADRID) 
Madrid, Jan. 21. 


Sanz brothers, a tribe of jewelers 
who've got a yen for doing big 
things, got into the public eye when 
they snapped open their ‘Aquarium,’ 
block-long cafe with all the fancy 
trimmings commonly attributed to 
Paris’ best. Then they debuted with 
this Casablanca, one of the conti- 
nent’s finest clubs. 

From a _ decorative standpoint, 
Casablanca doesn’t have to take a 
back seat to any other nitery in 
Europe. Tastefully done in soft 
desert colors, palms, glass floor, low 
tables, comfortable chairs, fountains, 
yards of mirrors and a revolving, 
up-and-down stage for the two 
bands put it in the k.o. class. Pop 
ork is led by Louis Carus, a Belgian, 
and the tango combo by Ramon 
Canaro, an Argentine. 

Sanz brothers—there are three— 
are going in for foreign talent now- 
adays. Agents who've got name 
stars to offer should contact ’em. 
They brought Monrique Rolland, 
French film actress, down from 
Paris to warble and she did fair 
during her 2-day stay. 

Anna May Wong was the latest, 
pulling them in at five performances 
in three days. Proved a powerful 
drawing card and the Spanish en- 
thusiasm for film names didn’t fail. 
She gave them plenty to see and 
hear and talk about with songs, a 
swell Chinese dance and excellent 
dramatic interpretations. Personal 
charm counted for plenty in winning 
over the customers, most of whom 
didn’t know a word of English. A 
tough spot for a non-Spanish-speak-~- 
ing act but Miss Wong—or Anita, 
as they called her—put it over. 

Grog is reasonable. When no at- 
tractions are offered, the nick is ap- 
proximately one buck as combina- 
tion couvert and one drink. Second 
drink—cocktail or whiskey—50c. 
French champagne, ten dollars up. 
House opens at 11:30 p.m. and keeps 
going until 4 a.m. There’s a neat 
club bar for those interested. 

Sanzes felt so good about Miss 
Wong's hit that now they want to 








sign Macdonald, Dietrich, Navarro, 
etc. Ziff. 


NO MORE ‘PLAYBOYS’ 


Jack Mason's Femme Imps Cleared, 
But Ban’s On in Troy 








Albany, Feb. 4. 

Charges against Mason's Play- 
boys—ll female impersonators— 
two months ago arrested in a raid 
on a tavern in Troy, were dismissed 
in police court. The District At- 
torney said it was agreeable to him 
to drop the charges inasmuch as the 
troupe had left town and probably 
would not return. 

Prosecutor's office announced 
that if any more playboys pop up 
in Troy floor shows they'll be 
pinched if doing anything that the 
police consider is not on the up 
and up. 


ASK INVOLUNTARY BATH 
FOR CHEZ MARIANNE 


Involuntary proceedings against 
Chez Marianne, Inc., ultra-swank 
nitery, New York, have been filed 
under Section 77b of the Bank- 
ruptcy Law by a champagne com- 
pany, a liquor wholesaler and a 
coffee wholesaler, who allege that 
while assets exceed the liabilities, 
reorganization is advisable. Lia- 
bilities are estimated at $88,531 and 
assets at $95,614. 

Chez Marianne, of which Mari- 
anne Davis and her husband, Al 
Davis, are respectively the chief 
hostess-entertainer and managing 
director, is unique in that it’s frank- 
ly primed for Social Register pat- 
ronage with tariffs in proportion. A 
‘board. of directors’ comprises the 
young horsey set which, while orig- 
inally helping finance the nitery, 
also performs as paying guests 
through constituting the bulk of the 
regular patronage. 








Roger Baker Found Guilty 
On Boston Larceny Charge 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

Roger E. Baker, former night club 
proprietor and sports promoter, 
was found guilty of larceny, forgery 
and falsifying accounts at the 
Dimond-Grynkraut Kid Manufac- 
turing company, where he was em- 
ployed in a $6,000-a-year executive 
position. 

Complaints charged larceny of 
$16,500, but during the trial Asst. 
District Attorney Daniel J, Gillen 
stated that the company’s losses 
totaled about $200,000. It is al- 
leged that most of this was sunk 
in the Rosebud Gardens, a road- 
house in Wayland, Mass. 

Baker also conducted the North- 
eastern baseball league, in which 
he owned every club but Lowell, 
Mass, Lowell won the pennant last 
year, 








Music Notes 





Archie Fletcher, Jr., now in the 
New York office of the Joe Morris 
Music Co. It’s a promotion from 
the Philadelphia branch. 





Billy Walters is the latest addi- 
tion to Shapiro-Bernstein’s New 
York professional staff, 





Joe Ricardell has the band as- 
signment at the Whip, upper Broad- 
way niterie. 





Ralph Harrison’s orchestra now 
at the De Witt Clinton hotel, Al- 
bany, and broadcasting over WGY, 
Schenectady. Succeeded Eddie 
Lane’s band, 





Sammy Kaye's orchestra playing 
aboard the Paradise Ship, Troy, 
N. Y. Unit filled an engagement at 
the Hendrick Hudson Hotel, in that 
city, last winter, and broadcast over 
way. 





Harold Raymond, of Superior 
music, huddled in Chicago last week 
with his local rep, Chick Castle, 
then hopped a plane for the Coast. 





Jimmy Grosso orch opened at 
Murray's’ restaurant, Tuckahoe, 
N. Y., Feb. 2, booked by Richards 
& Golforb. 





Cally Holden’s orchestra, with 
Bernardine Miller, opened at Samo- 
var, Dallas, last week. Phil Lorner 
and Jat Herod held over. 





Phil Levant and his Royal Revel- 
ers at Baker hotel, Dallas, with 
Betty Cannon, Babe Eastman and 





Dolly Chicco, 


DeMille’s 


=== 


Vindication 





(Continued from page 5) 


tion and to make possible entirely 
independent production free from 
the whims of bankers and other 
financial backers. This same set of 
facts was cited, however, by the 
minority of the board as substan- 
tiation for their conclusion that the 
company was misused to reduce its 
stockholders’ tax liability. The mi- 
nority, on this basic point, asserted 
that the company business was ren- 
dering services to other producers 
and distributors and not the inde- 
pendent production of films. 
Protection Against Bankers 

Delving into the _ history of 
de Mille’s picture activities, the 
majority remarked that ‘to assure 
himself protection he desired to 
form an organization of his own, 
sufficiently financed, so that it 
might produce pictures indepen- 
dently, freed from interference of 
the financiers, whether banking in- 
terests or distributing companies, 
and reap the profits undivided.’ 
Then reviewed formation of part- 
nership which later became Cecil B. 
de Mille Productions, Inc., and its 
dealings ‘with Famous Players, 
Cinema Corp., Pathe and Metro, all 
of which ended in disagreements 
and disputes over various questions 

The gross income of the produc- 
tion corporation during the 1924-29 
period amounted to more than 
$3,500,000, and its net was in excess 
of $2,300,000, review disclosed. Sur- 
plus grew gradually from $309,366 
in 1924 to $1,606,515 at the end of 
1930. Salary payments to de Mille 
ranged from a low of $6,166 in 1926 
to a high of $130,500 in 1929. 

Studying the management of the 
company's financial affairs, the ma- 
jority noted that de Mille borrowed 
relatively small amounts from the 
corporation, The largest amount 
owed during the period was $11°,- 
400, represented by notes held by 
Productions in 1926, while the open 
account in de Mille’s name never 
exceeded $3,471, and at one time 
had a balance in his favor of $469. 
Noting these facts, majority said: 

‘In other cases ‘he controlling 
stockholders enjoyed the profits of 
the corporations by means of large 
loans to themselves, which they did 
not repay. Again, not so here. Con- 
stance de Mille borrowed nothing 
from petitioner; Cecil ran a small 
open account which in 1927 was 
overpaid, and in addition borrowed 
on note. His initial indebtedness to 
the company was discharged by the 
transfer of real estate. In 1924 the 
company owed de Mille a_ net 
amount of $40,000. In 1925 Cecil 
owed it $10,000. The largest Joan 
made him was in 1926—$90,000 at 
one time, and in the same year 
about $13,000 more. By the end of 
the next year he had repaid $48,000; 
in 1928 he repaid about $40,000 
more, and in the next year peti- 
tioner owed him about $72,000.’ 

During the decade from 1920 
through 1929 Cecil de Mille forked 
over $230,875 in income and sur- 
taxes to the Government, while 
Productions anted up another $272,- 
952, the review disclosed. 

Justifiable Surplus 

To substantiate its conclusion 
that the corporation's need for a 
substantial surplus was justifiable, 
the majority remarked that the 
production cost of pictures made 
under the various contracts varied 
greatly, ranging from $200,000 to 
$5,000,000. 

Under nearly all of the contracts 
with other studios, de Mille Pro- 
ductions received payment for re- 
leasing the director’s services as 
well ag percentage of the profits. 
The Metro contract, the statement 
showed, insured Productions of an 
unspecified percentage and in addi- 
tion $175,000 on pix costing $1,000,- 
000 or more, and $150,000 on films 
costing $750,000 or up. 

The majority opinion, in analyz- 
ing the conflicting contentions, said 
that the Government made a ‘strong 
case,’ but based its arguments on 
circumstantial evidence. These al- 
legations fell down, however, under 
de Mille’s attack, the majority re- 
marking that producer and his as- 
sociates ‘each flatly denied’ that the 
corporation was used to reduce the 
individuals’ tax liability and noting 
that ‘these denials remain. un- 
shaken by cross-examination.’ 

The dissenters charged, on the 
other hand, that de Mille made no 
showing that the accumulated earn- 
ings remained within the reasonable 
needs of the business and asserted 
that ‘most of those business activi- 
ties, all but one or two at best, were 
not germane to the production by it 
of pictures for others under con- 





tracts} and none of the other ac- 


tivities were essential to such pro- 
duction.’ The minority opinion 
stated that ‘this prima facie case 
made by the respondent (U. S§.) 
has not been overcome.’ 


The second issue in the case in- 
volved the correctness of the Gov. 
ernment’s action in allocating to 
de Mille the salary paid his wife, 
Constance, as an officer of Produc- 
tions. Accepting at face value testi- 
mony that Cecil and Constance 
agreed upon marriage in 1902 that 
her salary, income and property 
should remain her own, the ma- 
jority held that the Government 
erred in charging payments to ier 
against Cecil's total income. Evi- 
dence showed Mrs, de Mille’s salary 
from 1924 through 1929 aggregated 
$229,800, and that there was a defi- 
ciency in 1930 of $953 in tax pay- 
ments, 


16 MM. 


(Continued from page 7) 


into a mike as he focuses and takes 
his’ pictures. The studio type 
camera costs $350. This provides a 
separate microphone, which may be 
hidden behind the actors or scenery. 

However as far as making in- 
dustrial films for use by large cor- 
porations, the present method is 
that of photographing in sound with 
standard equipment and negative. 
Then this is :educed in the labora- 
tory to the 16 mm. size. 


The big cost for these small 
sound projection machines is in the 
system of sound amplification. The 
$700 to $800 price compares with the 
same-sized silent equipment that 
sells for $280, 

Some idea of this busiicys is 
gleaned from the fact that Chrysler 
now has 300 16-millimeter ‘machines 
in use. E. R. Squibb & Sons is an- 
other large user. Industrial libra- 
ries containiig timely sales films 
have been started by several of the 
largest firms. 

Company salesmen arrange in 
various communities for the show- 
ing of these industrial pictures, 
usually through the cooperation of 
some civic group. In addition to 
the industrial films, a cartoon or 
short comedy often is added to com- 
plement the program, 


Some of the leading companies 
now using the 16 mm. talking pic- 
tures in promoting sales include the 
California Packing Corp., Certain- 
Teed Products Corp., Champion 
Spark Plug, Chrysler Motors, Ca- 
nadian Bureau for the Advance- 
ment of Music, Collins & Aikman, 
Dodge Bros., the Dollar Line, Ford 


Motor Co. of Canada, Hudson 
Motor, the Intertype Corp., Ken- 
wood Mills, McCall’s Magazine, 
Nash, Pierce-Arrow, Plymouth, 
Portland Cement Association, 
Squibb & Sons, Standard Oil of 
Ohio, and Westinghouse Electric. 


McCall's elaborated on this type of 
sales work by building a traveling 
theatre designated as “McCall's on 
Parade,” with a miniature audito- 
rium inside and the small talker 
projection equipment and screen. 


Companies now making indus- 
trial films to be reduced to 16 mm, 
for sound picture projection include 
the Dunning Process Co., General 
Business Films, Inc., Atlas Educa- 
tional Film Co., Bray Pictures, 
Wilding Pictures Productions, Inc., 
Castle Films, Pathescope Co. of 
America, Audio Pictures, Associ- 
ated Screen News, Metropolitan 
Motion Picture Co., Loucks & Nor- 
ling, Caravel Films and _ Burton 
Holmes Films, Inc. 


$6.45 FINE FOR SOCKING 
BALTIMORE HECKLER 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 


Tom Barry, m.c. current at the 
Penthouse, was fined $6.45 in police 
court here last week for ———s 
Wycliffe Wyse, son of a prominen 
Maryland physician, on Jan. 20. 
Pummelling, allegedly, took place 
after nitery closed for evening, after 
Wyse, who had been a prtron, was 
leaving. Barry was arrested shortly 
after, 

At the hearing it was brought out 
that the guest had heckled the m.c, 
and had tossed table condiment cons 
tainers at Barry while he was pers 
forming. In the light of such evi- 
dence, Barry was given light censure 
by the magistraté 
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Arcadia, Philly Nite Club, Goes On 

















Radio to Offset Insolvency Rumors 





Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 

In an effort to counteract the nu- 
merous local rumors anent the pos- 
sible closing or bankruptcy of the 
Arcadia International, night club, 
Arthur Padula, the prexy-manager, 
jg taking to the air for a subtle 
campaign of refutation. 

Situation is a unique one here, 
since the Arcadia is the only nitery 
currently offering name bands or 
floor show attractions. Restaurant 
opened last September with Guy 
Lombardo and followed with Kate 
Smith, Buddy Rogers, Don Bestor 
and other names. 

Padula’s campaign is taking the 
form of periodic interviews on vari- 
ous stations. Nitery is now featur- 
ing Eddie Duchin’s band and the 
manager is snaring free time in re- 
turn fo: supplying an _ informal 
quarter hour with Duchin and sev- 
eral members of the floor show. 
Padula sets aside a few minutes to 
chat about what the Arcadia is do- 
ing, its cost to him and worth to 
Philly. 

Inside is that the place is financi- 
ally solvent. 


Chi Fr. Casino Biz Ups; 
Hold ‘Hello Paris’ Show 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Booki1g date of ‘Hello Paris’ 
show out of the French Casino here 
into the RKO Palace as a vaude 
tab has been postponed indef, fol- 
lowing the sudden perk up of busi- 
ness at the nitery. 

Had been scheduled to go into 
the Palace this month but will 
probably be stalled until late in 
March. 











Joe Zelli at Boeuf 


Since Chez Zelli (former Park 
Ave. Club) folded, Joe Zelli has a 
piece of Le Boeuf sur le Toit, New 
York, with Charles Brazelle. Zelli is 
running the nitery. 

Rocky Twins are new show ad- 
ditions. Alina de Silva, from the 
oiginal Paris Boeuf is leaving. Billy 
Arnold's orchestra holds over. 





Harry Jennings’ orchestra opened 
at Log Cabin, Dallas, with Roy 
Wright m.c. Daphi.e Campbell di- 
rects singing and dancing acts. 




















WANTED! 


SENSATIONAL NOVELTY 


ACTS 


Suitable for One of America’s 
Largest Cabaret Restaurants 


8 
Do Not Waste Our Time or 


Yours — Unless Absolutely 
New Novel and Entertaining 
e 


Call in Person—Wire or Write 


RICHARD M. DECKER 


CONGRESS 


CABARET RESTAURANT 
Broadway, at 51st St., N. Y. 





























Purveyor of perfect rhythm 


TOM GERUN 
Currently holding forth 
with his orchestra at Cnhi- 
cago’s French Casino and 
broadcasting via N.B.C. 
facilities,...Perfect dance 
music rendered by a per- 
fect aggregation. 

Hear them play: 
“WHEN | GROW TOO OLD 
TO DREAM” 
“BLUE MOON” 
“CLOUDS” 
“THE NIGHT IS YOUNG” 
“LET'S BE THANKFUL” 


OBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
All| 199 SEVENTH AVENUE HTT 








«e+ NEW YORK -«-<«« 











JAY SEILER 


Dancing Pantomimist, Just Conclude: 
5 Weeks Palais Royal, New York 
OPENING PALMER HOUSE 

Chicago, Jan. $1 
Personal Management 


HARRY BESTRY 











WANTED: A DEB 


N. Y. Nitery Advertises for a 
Socialite—Can Hide Kisser 
Social Registerite nitery talent, 
which has been a New York cycle so 
far this season, reached the stage 
last week where the Chateau 
Modern, swank East side retreat, 
advertised under ‘personals’ in the 
dailies for a socialite songstress. 
Nitery advertisement added that 
the femme could wear a domino to 
shield identity. 


French Casino All Alone, 
But Not for Long; Paree 
New Show Opens Feb. 15 


The last of the Broadway cabaret- 
theatres, French Casino, housing the 
‘Folies Bergeres,’ is now alone in 
the field, but not for long. The 
Casino de Paree having shuttered 
for redecoration, reopens with its 
new show, produced by Lew Brown 
and Elsa Maxwell, on Feb. 15. C. de 
P. was the first of the new con- 
verted theatre cabarets. Manhattan 
Music Hall, its sister enterprise, and 
second in the field on Broadway, is 
still dark, awaiting a new attrac- 
tion. 

The Versailles, nee the Little Pic- 
ture House on East 50th street, 
opens this week to join the cabaret- 
theatre galaxy. 

Featured novelty in the Parce 
show will be the Chicago ‘flame 
dance,’ rights to which have been 
obtained from the owner, Michael 
Todd. Latter has also disposed of 
the European rights to Val Parnell 
for the Palladium. Paree will break 
in a new girl for the dance, as the 
original flamer, Muriel Page, is de- 
tained by middle western bookings. 

Balance of the Paree show, now 
in rehearsal, includes Mitzi Mayfair, 
Jack Whiting, Buck and Bubbles, 
Saxon Sisters and Stone and Ver- 
non 








‘AMATEUR NIGHT’ BUG 
BITES PHILLY NITERY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
Although the amateurs have been 
reaping a harvest here on radio and 
vaude stages, the first case of a 
nitery succumbing is recorded with 
Howard Lanin’s Town Casino. 
Room has been drawing a swank 
trade, and is setting off Wednesday 
nights as amateur spasms politely 
done. Auditions are held once 
weekly, and from the applicants is 
chosen a varied group to compose a 
complete floor show. Amateurs are 
not paid for their Wednesday eve 
appearances, but those who click on 
the basis of applause alone snare a 
two-week billet at the usual rates. 








Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 

Amateur nights returning here 
with a vengeance. Nabes have been 
going for them strong in last couple 
of months, but now they’ve even ex- 
tended to the first-run sites, with 
the Alvin inaugurating the stunt 
Thursday night (7) and likely to 
become a weekly feature. There'll 
be prizes and a week’s stage en- 
gagement for the winner. 

Another house to go in for ama- 
teur nite as a regular feature is 
Variety, local burlesque site. Held 
here every Tuesday, and it’s cash 
awards for the winners. 





Amateur night even has hit Har- 
lem in a big way and the Onyx, 
West 524 street (N. Y.) black-and- 
tan nitery is likewise sponsoring a 
colored amateur night every week. 


Detroit 100% No-Cav 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 
Last of the night spots remove 
cover charge, the Book-Cadillac 
hotel’s Mayfair and Venetian rooms 
are giving in. 
ONE MORE ‘STEW’ 
Dallas, Feb. 4. 
Adolphus hotel’s ballroom will be- 
me rathskeller for opening of ‘The 





iy:unkard’ Feb. 6. Company coming 
rom San Antonio’s Gunter. 
Large ballroom will permit danc- 


ing between acts. 
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Tiny Little Fingerprints 


No songpluggers, we rise to praise a popular 
song. We haven't even bothered to look up who 
wrote it. The melody and the words are enough. 

Fed up are we, and perhaps you are, on hot-cha and boop- 
a-doop. Jazz now jades, which was intended to excite. 
Jazz, be It known, is jungle music poured over nice people. 
And they take it, who would shriek at a vulgar word. Music 
can be vulgar. 

What is jazz? Jazz—~and hot-cha—is an air accompanied 
by a tom-tom, monotonous underbeat which starts slowly 
and frequently increases in tempo until finally the drums are 
rumbling continuously and the winds shrieking eerily. 

The American tempo was emotionally oversped. Musicians 
too often have operated so as to endanger. Tom-toms have 
sent the blood racing, the emotion reeling, as in the jungle, 
where savages froth. 

Comes a pause. Now upon the air floats a —— in- 
finitely delectable. What is it, this lovely music? You know 
from the start that somebody decent has done a decent 
thing. And then come the words, having to do with tiny little 
fingerprints. 


America owes the author of that song and the 
lyricist a deep debt. To get America singing so 
sweetly is to help bring America’s temperature 
back to normal. As craftsmen whose medium Is 
words, we bow to the men who turned the Amer- 
ican mind and voice to tiny little fingerprints. They 
have done a good work which many earnest edi- 
torials could not do. We would rather have 
written that song than win the Pulitzer editorial 
prize. 











Reprinted by Permission of the Boston Traveler 


TINY LITTLE FINGERPRINTS’ 


Written by Sam H. Stept, Chas. Tobias, Chas. Newman 


TO BE RELEASED FEB. 8 


From the Paramount Picture, “‘LOVE IN BLOOM” 


“MY HEART IS AN OPEN BOOK” 


Lyric and Music by Mack Gordon 


“GOT ME DOIN’ THINGS” 


Lyric and Music by Mack Gordon 
“LOOKIE-LOOKIE-LOOKIE 


HERE COMES COOKIE’’ 


Lyric and Music by Mack Gordon 


“LET ME SING YOU TO SLEEP 
WITH A LOVE SONG” 


Lyric and Music by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
CRAWFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 


745 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
ROCCO VOCCO, V. Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 














ROBERT CRAWFORD, Pres. 
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In Shanghai or Chicago—It’s| 
All the Same to A. B. Marcus ! 


Sein ii _; Aa —.ise ribun 
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TURES | MOTION PICTURES 
ee Fas DOWNTOWN 
& KATZ WONDER THEATERS e¢ 


ORIENTAL 7 
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Direct from Triumphant 
Nine Months’ Tour of Orient 
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CODAY! GIGANTIC. 
FRENCH MUSICAL 


REVUE THRILL! 


All the spectacles of “Folies 
Francais” plus the fun 
of “L’Opera Comique’”— 

A. B. MARCUS’ 
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Living Models Pantomimists; 
It’s Daring ! Troubadours Swordsmen 
It’s Different! Show Girls Comedians 
Midinettes Magicians 
Acrobats Mimics 
Dancers Singers 


1001 new laughs 
34 big scenes 
48 lovely girls 
12 vodvil acts 
514 costumes 

Cast of 100 


ON SCREEN 
oan - $22,000 Oriental Theater, week of November 30. (See VARIETY, De- 
AIR I ES. cember 2.) And now headed for a bigger week on the repeat engage- | 
ment, playing currently to hold-out crowds, 
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Box office records shattered in Honolulu, Shanghal, Osaka, Singapore 
and Manila, Tokyo, Japan, China, India! 

Une orgie de dances, 
h\ de musiques, et sur- 
tout de jeunes et mag- 
nifiques demi nudities. 


But all dialogue 
IN ENGLISH 


ONE SOLID HOUR 
OF STAGE JOY 


Now Marching On to New 
Marks in the United States! 


BACK AGAIN IN CHICAGO! REPEAT ENGAGEMENT AT | 
BALABAN & KATZ ORIENTAL THEATER AFTER 8 WEEKS! T 














(Chicago Tribune, Fri., Feb. 1 1935 


Attention yp | LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! || 


Performers @ While Other Managers Are Blaming 
eae ey es the Weather Marcus Says: “I Never 


cus, 2324 S. Wabash Ave. Knew There Was a Depression !!”’ 
Chicago, Tel. Victory 3362, if 


you are interested in joining 


show for a second world tour. YOU’LL GASP in amazement at this 


Leaving in March for Orient, 


oe ee cs eee titanic girl-filled, surprise-laden wonder! 
of yourself and act. 

YOU’LL THRILL to the exotic pulse- 
THANKS TO raising dances—the multi-colored spectacles! 


Balaban & Katz 48 GIRLS situs 31 SCENES | 
My gratitude to Louie R. Lip CAST OF 70 541 COSTUMES 


stone, Nate Platt, Charley Cot- 
tle, Jim Luntzel, Ben Bloom- 5 

Slt tdiabatt nnicenenaiees 1001 LAUGHS 10 SONG HITS 
One week’s engagement re- ae 
sults in six weeks playing SEE Salome’s dance in King Herod's Court; The Saturnalia of Wanton rhythm; Native 


Geisha girls in passion rites; Scenes of barbaric splendor; 1,000 thrills. 





time. Now repeat engage- 
ments! 


IT’S DARING! IT’S DIFFERENT ! ) 


A. B. MARCUS 
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NAMES SOCKO IN 4 KEYS. 





VODE AND 3 PIX 
IN SYR. AT 
dic TOP 


Syracuse, Feb. 4. 

Vaudeville, dropped by the RKO. 
Paramount recently as a losing 
proposition, returned here this week 
as an auxiliary to subsequent-run 
films at the indie Empire. 

House is using three acts to sup- 
plement tripie-feature screen pro- 
grams, flesh being an added attrac- 
tion nights only, Monday to Friday, 
but appearing at all performances 
Saturdays and Sundays, Bills will 
change twice weekly. 

An eight-piece pit band was in- 
stalled for the new policy, and house 
is scaled at 10-15-25c. for the com- 
be of three Pix and three acts. 


distal Ponselle Pulls 
A Gaston on Sis. Rosa’s 
$3 Top Balto Concert 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Carmella Ponselle skeded for a 
week in vaude beginning Friday (8) 
at the indie Hippodrome here, has 
asked for and received a postpone- 
ment of the date. 

The warbler’s sister, Rosa, has 
been lined up for a recital at the 
Lyric on March 1, at $3 top. Car- 
mella figured her appearance here 
in vaude might take some edge off 
her sister’s stiff-priced one-night 
stand, and asked Izzy Rappaport to 








shunt her date back beyond 
March 1. 
Due to the cancellation, Bob 


Crosby and Dorsey Brothers’ band, 
originally spotted for Feb. 15, had 
their booking moved forward to next 
week, 


ALBANY AGENCY BILL 
EXEMPTS VAUDE REPS 


Albany, Feb. 4. 

Theatrical agencies are exempted 
from the provisions of a proposal 
introduced in the legislature for 
state regulation of employment 
agencies. At a public hearing on 
the bill before the Senate and As- 
sembly Labor Committees, James E. 
Gray, president of the New York 
Association of Commercial Person- 
nel Agencies, asked that the meas- 
ure be amended so as to eliminate 
the exemptions it now provides for 
theatrical agencies. Gray contended 
that to exempt any group {is class 
legislation, 

Similar proposals on the Demo- 
cratic program for several years 
have failed of passage. This year’s 
bill is endorsed by State Industrial 
Commissioner Elmer F. Andrews. 
Labor organizations also are urging 
passage of the measure. 


Collette Sisters Also 
Team Up in Wedding 


Collette Sisters, Ruth and Mil- 
dred, both take the vow in a 
double -wedding in New York today 
(Tuesday). Ruth marries Jerry 
Rosen, Broadway tailor, and Mildred 
weds Phil Samuels, of the Samuels 
Bros, 

After the twin hitching, the Col- 
lettes go to Chicago to step into 
Earl Carroll’s road ‘Vanities.’ 


Bucknell—Du F or 


London, Jan.’ 26. 

Engagement is announced of 
Harry Du For, of the Du For Bros., 
to Betty Bucknell, a danger at pres- 
ent appearing in ‘Dick Whittington’ 
at the Lyceum here. 

In addition to the matrimonial 
alliance, the couple has formed a 
new dacing act, and at the conclu- 
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ELTINGE MAY REVIVE 
SUNDAY VAUDE IN L. A. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Sunday night vaude at the Wil- 
shire Ebell, which folded two weeks 
ago after a 16-week stretch, may 
be revived with Julian Eltinge fig- 
uring on reopening in two weeks. 
Half a dozen other people have 
had the idea but only Eltinge has 
gone to the point of talking busi- 
ness with the house. 


High License Fee 
Has Detroit Bookers 
Doubling and Tripling 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 

In an effort to reduce the cost of 
license to operate a_ theatrical 
agency, which has been said to be 
the highest in the United States, 
many of the local bookers are doub- 
ling and trippling up with each 
other. 

Sol Berns is doubling with the 
Delbridge & Gorrell office, Jimmy 
Rush goes in with Bryden-Worman 
agency, Buddy Fields connects with 
the Detroit Artist’s Bureau and 
Herchei Johnston ties-in with Iodice 
& Brow office. 

Rap for license is $200 on the line 
and a $1,500 bond to guarantee 
salaries to acts, who receive a play 
or pay contract. High cost has been 
the contention here for many years, 
agents at one time getting a fund 
together to lobby for a lower rate. 
Talk now Is for the formation of 
an agents and booker’s protective 
association. 


RKO Drops Albany Vode 
After Trying in 2 Spots 


Albany, Feb. 4. 

Vaudeville {is out of Albany after 
a four weeks’ try at the Palace, 
which was preceded by a similar 
policy at Harmanus Bleecker Hall. 
Both houses are operated by RKO 
and C. H. Buckley. 

When vaude resumed at the Hall 
last November it was the first tire 
it had played the town in more than 
a year. It started off to big busi- 
ness and then after a sudden pre- 
Christmas closing, the stage shows 
were switched Dec. 31 to the Palace. 

Meanwhile, RKO _ Proctor’s in 
nearby Troy continues with vaude 
four dayS a week. 


Omaha’s Vaudfilm 


Omaha, Feb. 4, 

Paramount, dark six months, re- 
opens Feb. 8 on a new policy. This 
will mark first time since Orpheum 
dropped regular vaude that any 
Omaha house has assumed a regular 
stage policy. Plan is to have split 
weeks with stage fare and pictures 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 
and double feature pictures other 
four days. 

William Morris office will book. 
Opening stage attraction scheduled 
is “Continental Revue.” Others set 
include Guy Lombardo, Fred Waring 
and Ted Lewis units, Olsen and 
Johnson and John Boles. 


























Rio Leaves Carroll 





Eddie Rio is out of the Earl Car- 
roll ‘Vanities’ tab, scheduled to play 
the B. & K,. Chicago, Chi, Feb. 15, 
to rejoin the Rio Bros. act. 

Rio left ‘Vanities’ after its legit 
week in Chi, with the Rio Bros. 
skedded to open at the Chicago Fri- 
day (8), a week previous to the tab’s 
playing there. Rios agented by 
Meyer North. 


——————— 


Morton-Parks 
Martha Morton and Eddie Parks 
are reteaming for vaude, latter leav- 
ing the Diamond Broa. act. 





sion of the pantomime season Will 
zo to America to work there. 


Miss Morton was originally 
teamed with Gordon Dooteg, 





PENNER, BENNY 
QE TTING AEGOADS 


-_—— 


Casino de Paree’s Unit Get- 
ting Big Coin at Penn, 
Pittsburgh — John Boles 
Drawing Near $59,000 
Mark in Chi, but with 
Good Pix Support 


————— 


40G FOR PENNER 





Stage attractions are heading for 
records in two key cities at least 
this week. Jack Benny is setting a 
new mark of $23,000 at Izzy Rappa- 
port’s indie Hippedrome in Balti- 
more, and Joe Penner with the Bos- 
well Sisters at the Keith-Memorial 
in Boston are besting the ‘Little 
Women’ previous high of $36,000 by 
4G's. 

Penner, with ‘Carnival’ on screen, 
is heading for $40,000 with six 
shows Saturday, and from Monday 
on. Only five were possible Sun- 
day in Boston due to the 1 p.m. 
opening. 

Benny’s record at the Balto Hipp 
is unusual also in that he and Mary 
Livingstone (Sadye Benny) drop 
out all day Sunday due to their 
Jello broadcast, with the deflated 
gross that day reflecting their ab- 
sence. For six days with ‘Carnival’ 
on screen it’s a new high. 

The ‘Casino de Paree’ revue, 
headed by Milton Berle, is likewise 
doing bullish biz at the Penn 
(Loew’s), Pittsburgh, although no 
record. John Boles at the Chicago 
theatre, Chi, with ‘Gilded Lily’ and 
‘March of Time’ on screen, is an- 
other drawing heavily at the near- 
$50,000 mark, although in Boles’ in- 
stance he has good screen bolster- 
ing with him. 

Last week, in Detroit, Boles op- 
posed himself on the screen when 
the Swanson-Boles film, ‘Music in 
the Air,’ played at an opposish 
house when he was personaling at 
the Michigan, but drew big biz re- 
gardless. 


FOX FILMS SETTLES 
PRODUCERS’ TITLE SUIT 


An out-of-court settlement was 
reached last week between Fox 
Films and Hickey & Anger, vaude- 
ville unit producers, on latter’s suit 
over the title ‘Bottoms Up.’ Filmusi- 
cal with that tag was made by Fox, 
Hickey & Anger claimed, after they 
had produced and booked the unit 
of that name early last spring. 
Case was to have come up for trial 
this week. 

When proceedings were first be- 
gun Hickey & Anger asked for an 
injunction against the picture, but 
court refused. 








WOULD CHECK PARTNER 





Marsline K. Moore Brings Suit 


Against Buck Cathey 





Macon, Ga., Feb. 4. 

Charged with wasting the funds 
of the company and evicting his 
partner from the Top of the World 
Revue, a sult in equity has been 
filed here against Buck Cathey, 
manager of the show by Marsline 
K. Moore, his partner. 

Suit was entered while the show 
was playing the Ritz theater here 
and hearing has been postponed by 
Judge W. A. McClellan of Bibb Su- 
perior court pending a settlement. 

Moore contends that Cathey, man- 
ager and partner in the show, has 
wrongfully obtained control of the 
revue and is wasting the funds. 
Paul M. Conaway, local lawyer, has 
been appointed receiver while the 
case Is pending. 











‘Al Amendments but ‘Responsibility 
Clause Okayed for Vaudeville Code 





TRAIN KILLS ACTRESS 





Six Others Hurt When Auto Is Hit 





One woman was killed and six 
persons injured when a train hit an 
automobile on a grade crossing near 
Elmira, N. Y., Sunday (38). 

Dead woman is Connie Traffick, 
22, of Brooklyn, professionally 
known as Connie Burns. The in- 
jured are William Demarest, Jack 
Weiss, Henry Goldstein, Henry 
Schuster and the latter’s daughters, 
Lucille and Edna. Demarest suf- 
fered a fractured leg, but the others 
escaped with cuts and bruises. 

The Schusters, known as_ the 
Renardi Trio, were on the way to 
fill a date in Endicott. The others 
were members of Goldstein's magic 
act and were on their way to New 
York from a date in Hamilton, Ont. 


RKO Plans Hub Stage 
B’deast as Substitute 
For Baker’s Cufferoo 


Boston, Feb. 4. 

RKO is trying to make a deal 
with NBC to have Phil Baker broad- 
cast direct from the Memorial stage 
the Friday night (8) he is in town, 
thus offsetting the free show angle. 

With ‘Calling All Stars,’ Baker 
and Harry McNaughton delivered 
three gratis radio shows in the 
Bradford hotel ballroom (2,500 
seats) during the run of the musi- 
cal here. 


VALLEE MAYBE FOR N.Y. 
PAR; $12, 000. ASK PRICE 


Another attraction for either the 
pit or the stage is being considered 
for the Paramount, New York, with 
a name orchestra the most likely to 
go into the house in the next two or 
three weeks. 


Band chiefly under consideration 
is Rudy Vallee’s, now at the Holly- 
wood restaurant on Broadway. Ask- 
ing price on Valle for the Par is 
reported around $12,000. 

CBS colored unit built around 
Jimmy Lunceford’s ork, and staged 
by Harry Gourfain, is also being 
mulled for Par’s stage. 


RKO Boston Drops 
Units; Back to 6 Acts 


Boston, Feb. 4. 
Keith-Boston dropped the unit 
idea on the stage this week. Ranny 

















Weeks, house m.c. and conductor, 
is back in the pit, with six acts 
playing sans benefit of George 


Libby’s production. 

With the locally built units, house 
carried two bands: eight men in 
the pit for breakfast shows; 13 
men and Weeks on the stage for 
second shift, Now two orks, of ten 
men each, handle the musical end. 
Weeks figured on way out, too, 
since his personality is sunk in the 


pit. 


Samay White Bankrupt 


Sammy White, formerly Puck and 
White, in a voluntary bankruptcy 
petition lists his abilities at $46,342 
and asets none, excepting life insur- 
ance. 


TRAHAN WEST 
Al Trahan goes to Chi for four 
weeks at the Chez Paree there, 
starting Feb. 17, at $1,500. 
Feb. 16 Al Trahan plays a one- 
show date for the annual Procter & 


Amended vaudeville section of the 
Motion Pictures Code was okayed 
Thursday (31) in Washington by 
Deputy Administrator William P. 
Farnsworth and relayed to New 
York for signatures by the Code 
Authority. Farnsworth’s okay was 
given after the disputed proposal 
making exhibitors responsible for 
payment of salaries was eliminated. 

Signing of the new amendments 
by the C. A. is a foregone conclu- 
sion, inasmuch as they wrote them. 
A vaudeville committee will be 
chosen on or about Feb. 15 and 
the new code will probably go into 
effect next week. 

In eliminating the amendment 
making exhibs responsible for sal- 
aries, it was figured that this could 
be taken care of in arbitration hear- 
ings conducted by the vaude code 
committee to be chosen. It was also 
taken into consideration that ex- 
tenuating circumstances occur which 
sometimes eliminate the theatre op- 
erator from responsibility for the 
chiseling tactics of a contractor. 
Code as it stands provides for pin- 
ning of responsibility by the C.A. 

A public hearing on the 12 new 
amendments, concocted after much 
agitation in New York by producers 
and others that the vaude section 
as it was originally written caused 
many hardships, was held in Wash- 
ington Dec. 19, last, with Farnsworth 
presiding. Everything was okayed 
at that time except the ‘responsi- 
bility’ change, with this holding up 
the NRA’s okay until its elimination 
last week. 

The boon to vaude producers 
comes in the amendment allowing 
choristers to be laid off seven days 
in any six weeks after the opening 
consecutive two weeks because of 
booking irregularities, with any ad- 
ditional layoffs requiring the pro- 
ducers to pay $3 per day to each 
chorus girl. Original code required 
payment to the chorus for all lay- 
offs. 





Alabama Rep. Introes 
Bill to Tax State’s 
Lone Vaude Show 


Birmingham, Feb. 4. 

A bill has been introduced in the 
House of Representatives by Rep- 
resentative Calhoun, designed to 
levy a special tax on vaudeville 
and other types of entertainment in 
theatres with the exception of pic- 
tures. 

Just how Representative figures 
the bill to bring in revenue is hard 
to understand. There is only one 
vaudeville house in all of Alabama. 
Tent shows no longer come into 
the state because the license is 
prohibitive, and road shows are few 
and far between. 


F&M MISSOURI DROPS 
VAUDE AFTER RED WKS. 


Fanchon & Marco’s Missouri, St. 
Louis, is dropping stage shows after 
this week. 

With duals and presentations, 
house has been averaging $6,000 and 
losing consistently. 














Switch Friars’ Frolic 


bookings at the Ma- 





Switch in 


jestic, New York, has forced a 
change in plans for the 27th annual 
Friars Frolic which is dated for 
Feb. 24. 


Show goes on at the Imperial in- 
stead of the Majestic, but date is 
unchanged. 


PEG HEALY, SINGLE 
Peggy Healy plays her first vaude 
date as a single, and away from the 
Paul Whiteman ork, Feb. 15 at the 
Orpheum, N. Y., for Loew. 








Gamble (soap) employees’ show in 
Cincinnati, j 


Singer agented by Matty Rosen 
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UNIT REVIEWS 


CASINO DE PAREE 


(PENN, PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. 

Unit Lew Brown has fashioned 
a@round the Manhattan Music Hall- 
Casino de Paree cafe idea shapes up 
like a natural for the big movie 
spots. Still runs a little overboard, 
some of the numbers are a Dit 
rageed yet, and timing itsn’t too 
accurate, but this is its first week 
out, and whole thing should be in 
tiptop shape before it leaves town 
It holds everything. 

It’s a $10,000 weekly show, and 
looks the part. Carries 64 people, 
including a musical conductor, Lou 


Forman, veteran of Palace pit in its 
vaude heydays, a line of 24 lookers 
and a showgirl contingent of an even 
dozen. Principals are Milton Berle, 
Chilton and Thomas, Cardini and 
Barbara Jason, with Berle carrying 
the load, and doing a neat job. 
Comic is on and off the stage 





STATE 


NEW YORK 


This Week (Feb. 1) 
Where 


GEORGE 
JESSEL 


So Kindly 


RECOMMENDS 


STONE 


ANNE 


LEE 


IN 


“Only a Camp Fire Girl” 
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This marks the completion of 
12 WEEKS LOEW TIME 


Booked by CHAS. YATES 
RKO—MAX TISHMAN 








WILL SACRIFICE! 


Room..nicely furnished..private 
bath. .full hotel service..in Times 
Square..greatly reduced rental. 
Phone Between 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 


SAcremento 2-5312 

















TRACY and VINETTE 


Now Filming in Jugo-Slavia 


CONCORDIA FILMS 
LONDON 














PAULINE COOKE 
Presents 
BEBE BARRI GIRLS 
with 
PETCH and DEAUVILLE 
Palace, New York, THIS WEEK 


COOKE & OZ 








POROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St., New York City 

Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 

tn Boxed Assortments, 15 exclusive 

and original cards to the box, $1.00. 

Special discount on large quantities. 
Write for Particulars 














constantly, coming out in one after 
a screen announcement and warm- 
ing ‘em up immediately with some 
typical Berle crossfire. Blackout 
immediately after is poorly spotted, 
and should come later, if at all, 
since by time Berle gets through 
with his first spot they’re waiting 
for the dames. First ensemble rou- 
tine followed by Chilton and Thom- 
as, class colored dance team, who're 
still pretty much the tops in every- 
thing from showmanship to hoof- 
ology. 

A little more of Berle, this time 
with Barbara Jason, last around 
here as vocalist with Jack Denny’s 
ork. Gal registers vocally, and easy 
on the eyes, too, which helps. Line 
follows her on, there’s a neat 
bit of production stuff with shadows 
behind a transparent curtamm. Next 
is Cardini, and a solid click all the 
way through. It’s his nonchalant 
Park avenue manner, as well as his 
wizardry, that helps him over; he 
seems to be just as much surprised 
as the audience at the endless chain 
of cards and cigarets that pop from 
nowhere. Cardini is one of the 
sturdiest props of the presentation. 

Number with six midgets and 
half-dozen 250-pound rosebuds 
needs considerable polish, and in- 
herent returns didn’t materialize 
during first show. That’s because 
it’s too slow at the start, gals should 
drop those hoopskirts quicker than 
they do, since those legs are the big 
laugh. Beginning of special lyrics 
are lost too, but finish is strong and 
opening should be the same once 
they get the hang of it. Right now 
it’s one of unit’s weakest spots and 
ought to be anything but that. 

Berle naturally absorbs the next- 
to-closing spot, and cleans up. Uses 
a stooge for a bit that’s too long for 
what it produces, and should cur- 
tail it. Aside from that, however, 
comedian requires no _ apologies. 
He’s in there working like a trojan 
every minute, knits together the 
loose end, and the idea that he’s 
strictly Broadway is the malarkey. 
Early bird mob here today ate up 
everything he had and yelped for 
more, 

Billing for ‘Casino de Paree’ has 
been emphasizing nudity, at least in 
poster displays, but very little of 
that apparent here. Perhaps it’s 
just as well, since show doesn’t need 
it to get over. 

Production numbers, with gals all 
beautifully costumed and favored by 
some striking light effects, need a 
little more precision and dash, and 
some clipping wouldn’t be amiss, 
either, but that will come. Most of 
song material is original, with 
credits to Brown, who apparently 
has succeeded in accomplishing in 
the unit fleld what he failed to do in 
legit pastures with “Calling All 
Stars.’ Cohen, 


TOM GENTRY UNIT 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Jan. 27, 

Tom Gentry, whose life in show 
biz has covered everything from 
performing in his uncles’ circus to 
riding in horse opries of the films, 
is touring the midwest with a unit. 
Has an excelient band and some 
novelty acts which shape up into a 
nice variety show. 


Contrary to the custom of dance 
men, who when called upon to stage 
something fall into their own rut, 
Gentry hasn’t too much hoofing and 
ballroom glide to make the offering 
topheavy that way. Instead, im- 
mediately after opening with some 
good music and a flash tap act, he 
brings on Simon Delmar, strong 
man and foot juggler, who muscles 
his way into a good chunk of audi- 
ence enthusiasm with a flock of 
hard tricks—at the same tim ,ehe's 
a sharp departure from Gentry’s 
music, 

St. Clair sisters, hoofing duo, do 
one number together and then 
break to give military tap and acro 
bits later. Average, but filled the 
need in this bill. Zang and Todd 
have two turns, a Bowery and 
adagio, the latter much better. 

Going into the band for talent, 
Red Fields, nut cornetist, sends 
over a novelty, ‘Revival Days,’ with 
a wallop and through it intros all 
sections of the musical aggregation. 
Frank Fay, a handsome lad from 
the front and possessing a good 
throat, pipes three numbers during 
the running time and leaves ’em 


begging. 
Gentry, fronting for the band, is 
a husky with a smile. His unit 


appearance is under guidance of 
Frederick Bros. Louie Siebers is 
with the unit as office representa- 
tive. Running time 48 minutes. 
Biz swell. Bt. 





























FOLIES DE PAREE 


(ORPHEUM, ST, PAUL) 
St. Paul, Feb. 1. 

After several weeks’ lull, due 
mostly to bliizzardy weather, house 
is dusting off its S.R.O. sign again 
with one of the best units seen here 
in a long time. 

With the gals in colorful, trim 
costumes and most of ‘em lookers 
besides, it's hard to award laurels 
to any one act, but outstanders 
when caught were Bernie and Wal- 
ker, two comics who scored so solid- 
ly that they had the customers yell- 
ing for more. Bernie is neat, while 
Walker is a bushy-hatred stooge, 
and funny. 

On the classy side are Currie and 
Naida, ‘danseurs continental,’ ac- 
cording to the billing. Pair clicked 
smoothly here. Three Jacksons are 
a trio of strong-armed lads who did 
some neat acrobatics that almost 
caught an encore. Get away from 
the hackneyed. 

Cleora’s Parisian Melodians is an 
11-piece all-girl band that went to 
town with loads of spirit on every 
tune they tackled. Twelve-girl cho- 
rus is peppy and fresh looking. 
Novello Brothers are on for some 
good comedy fiddling and tumbling, 
later coming out in a burlesque bird 
whistling turn that rang up a good- 
ly share of hand-clapping. Mlle. 
Janis, a looker, comes out to the 
footlights and warbles a few pops 
in the intimate manner. 

On the film side, ‘West of the 
Pecos’ (Radio), a Charlie Murray 
comedy, Pathe news and an Easy 
Aces travelog. Top is 40c. Raschick. 


Girls in Cellophane 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Jan. 23. 

Here's a show that sells easy and 
entertains the audience. Owned by 
Billy Wade, its principal comic, 
‘Girls in Cellophane’ has only 
enough of the latter to live up to 
the advertising and goes directly 
into some fast moving acts and 
chatter for one of the best 650- 
minute stage presentations to hit 
this town in a long while. 
Show opens up on a cellophane 
routine which is quickly abandoned 
for a flash with some fast tap by 
Haydock and Coats. Billy Pape 
pushes them off with a combo acro- 
tap routine and Wade, who imi- 
tates Joe Penner a little, follows 
him to do ‘Three Trees,’ which is 
old, but polished up with some 
monkey business. - 
An iron jaw turn with Senorita 
Conchita varies the trend to make 
way for the girl HMne backing up 
Thelma Flowers in a ‘Congo’ 
routine which is hot. Gags by Hay- 
dock and Wade break in and Le- 
land Adair, falsetto songster, raked 
the house of applause by doing 
both the tenor lead and the prima 
roles for an aria. Pape and Pape, 
perch act, and Eleanor McCarthy’s 
acro dance number go on ahead of 
Wade and Lue Beverly, a looker, 
who sells a bit of foolery. 
A waltz number by the entire en- 
semble and a novelty inserted by 
Emmett Firestone in a tribal dance 
makes way for the Rex family, old 
man and three kids. A fan dance 
by the Haydock Adair, Wade trio 
using newspapers closes into the 
finale. Barney. 


Hollywood Parade 


(NIPPON GEKIJO, TOKYO) 
Tokyo, Jan. 7. 

Pantages Show, which opened 
Jan. 1 at the Nippon Gekijo, under 
direction of Arthur Silber, hasn’t 
caught on. At any other time of 
year it would last 10 days and go 
out a definite flop but January hol- 
idays may prevent important losses 
to Yosaburo Suzuki and Tameo 
Kajiyama, who brought it over. It’s 
a proverb here that you can make 
money in any Toyko house during 
the holidays wit an old ailent 
movie run backward. This show is 
only a very little better than that. 

Show containg an excellent line 
and some standard vaude acts, but 
has been thrown together with the 
apparent idea that anything is good 
enough. Except for Eddie Gordon 
and his hoke bicycle act, and Dave 
Hacker and June Sidell with some 
eccentric and knockabout dance 
routines, there isn’t a giggle in the 
show. Japanese audiences are eas- 
ily pleased and will stop the show 
on the slightest provocation. The 
only stop in this show, though, Is 
the intermission. 

Standard vaude acts in the revue 
are Jerry Coe and his accordion, 
Anita Lou in an acro specialty, Ed- 
die Gordon, Passow and Lee on 
roller skates, Harvey Peary in # 
sharpshooting act and Lottie 
Mayer’s disappearing water ballet. 
Other specialties are Hacker and 
Sidell, dancers; Ty Parvis, song and 
dance; Myra Mason, song and 
dance; Pauline Guthrie, soprano; 
Tommy Jones, tenor; Jac ter, 
taps, and Danye Ross and Regina 
Putnam, dancers. 

Standouts are Passow and Lee, 
Jerry Coe, Eddie Gordon, Anita 
Lou, Hacker and Sidell and Tomm 
Jones, but they haven’t been enoug 
to make the show as @ whole any- 
thing better than second rate enter- 
tainment. 

Dancing follows dancing and then 
there’s more dancing. Audience sits 
on its hands, ne to be oe: 
tained, or yells re at Su 

rect 
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SONGWRITERS OF THE "90s (8) 
Songs 

16 Mins.; Three 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Rich in sentiment Is 
gathering of songwriters. Where 
most of the Tin Pan alley addicts 
have drifted to Hollywood for their 
activities, this group comes forth 
and shows how their pet brain chil- 
dren have survived over a long pe- 


this new 


riod of years. Audience a bit sur- 
prised, too, at the steady introduc- 
tion of old names here. By the 
time ‘Sweet Adeline’ and its creator 
was brought forth, the house 


showed keen interest. 

Frederick V. Bowers acting as 
m.c. explains at first that only 
those songs which have stood the 
test of years are included. Then 
James Kendis and his rendition of 
‘I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles.’ 
Next was William McKenna, who 
sang his ‘Has Anybody Here Seen 
Kelly ?’ Considerable applause 
greeted Theodore Metz when he 
was introduced as the writer who 
turned out ‘There'll Be a Hot Time 
in the Old Town Tonight.’ An 
elderly gentleman who played the 
fiddle besides singing. 

Maude Lambert sang ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling.’ Bowers took 
bows for ‘Because I Love You.’ 
Harry Ellis, also of the older school, 
eame in for a chorus from a box. 
Harry Armstrong's ‘Sweet Adeline,’ 
which has really outlasted all of the 
others, and done double duty by in- 
spiring a musical show and _ film, 
followed. Other members in the act 


gathered around for one of those 
barber shop versions. Alice Lawlor, 
daughter of Charles B. Lawlor, 


writer of ‘Sidewalks of New York,’ 
sang her father’s famous song. To 
more or less add a certain flavor to 
the proceedings, this reminiscent 
vaudeville mood ended in a tribute 
to Victor Herbert. A _ slide was 
flashed on the curtain while Gene- 
vieve Butler sang the ‘Italian Street 
Song.’ Some of the preceding num- 
bers scored heavier, however, Lush 
with that certain appeal which 
catches one. 


PETCH and DEAUVILLE (15) 

and Bebe Barri Dancers 

Dancing, Singing 

15 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace, N. Y. 

This is the first of the $1,000 
flashes produced for RKO by Mack- 
lin Megley and O. L. Oz, the stagers 
providing the talent, costumes and 
scenery for the grand. Originally 
built so that its talent could be 
broken-up and shifted around to 
work all through a vaude show, 
here the act is en toto in the clos- 
ing frame, and just a flash. 

It’s all dancing except for one 
unbilled male, who sings a couple 
of numbers into a mike almost from 
within the wings. Bebe Barri’s line 
is excellent, and so’s the billed 
mixed team. Girl of the latter is a 
fast acro dancer, while boy is a 
rhythm tapper. They each solo and 
do two routines together, with the 
line on for three numbers. 

Scenery is fair, but the costuming 
is good. Pleases as an act, but 
should be more so working all 
through a show where the continu- 
ous dancing wouldn’t be so monot- 
onous. Scho, 





Lowry in Detroit 


Ed Lowry plays the Fox, Detroit, 
week of Feb. 15, to make way for a 
previously booked all-radlo show 
at the Alvin, Pittsburgh. 


ACTS 


LOYALTO’S STALLIONS 
Dog Act 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace, N. Y. 

A flock of French poodles, with 
two or three of the smaller breeds 
intermixed, are put through their 
paces in a small ring, on a jump- 
off and on a tight wire by a ring- 
master. Opening stunt has the 
poodles as midget ponies circling 
the ring and this holds the least of 
the act’s strength. 

Outstanding trick is a black dog's 
balance on the tight wire, without 
prompting. Another poodle catches 
balls, knives and hoops tossed by 


the trainer also good. A mixed pair 
handle the props. 


Good novelty, 
youngsters. 


especially for 
Scho, 














RAY an d 
UNSHINE 


(THE HUDSON WONDERS) 


INCOMPARABLE 


7 TOURING 
DE LUXE THEATRES 


NOW PLAYING 
ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


NEXT WEEK (FEB. 8) 


PALACE, NEW YORK 
Exclusive Direction 
SIMON AGENCY, Inc. 
RKO Building 
Radio City, New York 


JACOBS-PERKINS 
CHICAGO 

















DIAMOND BROTHERS 


The Era, London, on Aug. 8, 1934, 
sald: ‘That great act, the Diamond 
Bros. pays a quick return visit—this 
is one of the funniest and cleverest 
vaudeville turns seen in recent years.’ 
Week of Feb. 8th, Playing Keith's 

Memo Thea., Boston 


Direction, Arthur Fisher, 1560 B’way 
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Variety Bills 





_ NEXT WEEK (Feb. 8) 


THIS WEEK (Feb. 1) 


Numerals In connection with bills pelow indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORE CITY 
Palace (8) 
9 Kanes 
Steve Evans 
Ray & Sunshine 
Slate Bros 
Bar! —— Ore 
qa 


Alf Loyal’s Co 
Nash & Fately 

J Harold Murray 
Frank Gaby 





Boswell Sis 

Joe Penner 

Great Yacopis 
CHICAGO 
Palace (8) 

Joe Peanuts 

Buster Shaver Co 

Roscoe Ates 

3 X Sis 

Herb Williams 

(1) 
Harris 2 & L 








LORRAINE 


Via LEDDY 





PLAYING LOEW CIRCUIT 


THIS WEEK 


LES GHEZZIS 
WINNIE & DOLLY 


and DIGBY 


& SMITH 











Bebe Barri Ens 
Petch & Deauville 
Academy 
Ist half (8-11) 
Arthur Petley Co 

4 Black Jacks 

Sibyl Bowan 

Joe Marks Co 

Petch & Deauville 
2d half (12-14) 

Jerry Baker 

Harrison & Elmo 

Vie Oliver 

Manhattan Steppers 

(One to fill) 

2d half (6-7) 

Case Bros & M 

F & J Hubert 

Therrien 

Lew Parker Co 

Harmony Co-Eds 

Coliseum 
Ist half (8-11) 
Columbia U Bd 
(Others to fill) 
Franklin 
Ist half (9-10) 
Al Shayne 
(Four to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (8) 

Bartel & Hurst Rev 

Paul Sydell & 8 

Lewis & Moore 

Donald Novis 

O'Donnell & Biair 

(1) 

& Sunshine 

Sibyl Bowan 

Hal Sherman 

Salici Varieties 

MADISON 
Ist half (9-10) 

Johnny Burke 

Champagne Cockt'ls 

(Three to fill) 

BOSTON 
Boston (8) 

Chung Yee Wahs 

Nash & Fately 

Keller Sis & L 

George Beatty 

Vernon Rathburn Co 

q1) 

Large & Morgner 
& J McKenna 
ocal Girl Singer 

Williams & Charles 

Radio Ramblers 

Grace Dufaye Co 

Memorial (8) 

Phil Baker 

Mitzi Mayfair 

an Whiting 
eggy Taylor Co 

Diamond Boys 

(One to fill) 

(1) 

12 Aristocrats 

Master Michael 

Stan Kavanagh 


Ray 





Pat Hanning Co 
Mary Small 
Al Norman 
Ferde Grofe Orc 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (8) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 


(1) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
DETROIT 
Fox (8) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Frankie Connors 
(Two to fill) 


q) 
Felovis 
Baby Rose Marie 
Herb Williams 
Vie Oliver 
Frankie Connors 
Barbara McDonald 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (1) 
Duke Ellington Bd 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (8) 

Olsen & Johnson 
(1) 

Weaver Bros 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (8) 
Large & Morgner 

J & J McKenna 
Williams & Charles 
Radio Ramblers 
Grace Du Faye Co 


(1) 
4 Flash Devils 
Grace Doro 
Paul Kirkland 
Local Girl Singer 
Medley & Dupree 
I Vermillion Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (8) 
Van Cello & Mary 
D & E Barstow 
Eddie White 


Cass Mack O & T 
Mr &‘Mrs Johnson 
(1) 
Anatole’s Affairs ‘85 
TRENTON 
Capitol 


Ist half (9-11) 
Frank Gaby 
(Three to fill) 

TROY 


Keith's 
Ist half (8-11) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
F & J Hubert 
Ada Brown 
Ed Foy Jr & Fam 
Briant Rains & Y 
UNION CITY 
Keith's 
Ist haift (9-10) 
Rimacs Ore 
(Three to fill) 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (8) 

Bob Hope 

Gordon Reid & K 

iris 

nrico & Novello 
Boulevard 

Ist half (8-11) 

4 Olympian Aces 

Thelma Wynne 

Angers & Searle 

Goss & Barrows 





Luis Russell Orc 
Metropolitan (8) 
Milton Berle Co 
Valencia (8) 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
Lorraine & Digby 
Reiss & Dunn 
Harry Howard 
Jans & Lynton Rev 
BALTIMORE 
Century (8) 
Benny Davis Co 














OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Wk.: Eddie Leonard, John Holbrook 





Minor & Root 
Orpheum 

Ist half (8-11) 
Evelyn Wilson Co 
Dave Chosen Co 

pen 
Hackett & T Co 
(One to fill) 

24 half (12-14) 
4 Olympia Aces 
Andrea Marsh Co 
Joe Marks Co 
ee & Edwards 

uls Russell Bad 

Paradise (8) 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Mimi Rollins 
Carl Freed Co 
qe Cc. Flippen 
elen Denizon Rev 
State (8) 
Park & Clifford 
Nord & Jeannie 
Everett Marshall 
West & Page 
Helen Compton Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
_Ist half (8-11) 
E Ritchie Co 
John Fogarty 
Joe Philips Co 
Ros & Edwards 





BOSTON 
Orpheum (8) 
Jordan & Grace 
Kay Hamilton 
Mason & Yvonne 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Lew Parker 
Bert Nagle Co 
BRIDGEPORT 
Globe 
Ist half (8-11) 
T & B Waters 
Grace Andrews 
W & G Ahearn 
Young Worth & W 
Merman & B Rev 
2d half (12-14) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Andrea Marsh 
Angus & Searle 
Renard & Frome 
T Rafferty Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (8) 
Johnny Perkins 
Dorothy Bushey 
Robbins Fam 
NEWARK 
State (8) 
Maximo 
Jackie Merkel 
Rex Weber 





Gold Raye &@& Cross 


Duke Norman Rev 
NORFOLK 
Norva 
Ist half (9-12) 
Bert Smith Show 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (8) 

D Dare Dancers 
Jimmy Savo 
Alex Hyde Ore 





RICHMOND 
National (8) 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (8) 
Hal Menken Rev 
Tommy Mack Co 
Geo Givot 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 





Paramount 





BOSTON 
Metropolitan 
Jim Lunceford 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (8) 
Jerry Co 
Michon Bros 
Mitzi Green 
Harriet Hayes 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (8) 
Roy Smeck 
Allen & Kent 4 
Rio Bros 

(1) 

John Boles 
Sylvia Froos 

Marbro (1) 


(8) 
Co 








Warner 


Calif Revels 

Harold Boyd 

Jig Saws 

Margie Greene 

Wynn & Wayne 

Gus Mulchay 

3 Byrne Sis 

Ted Cook 
Oriental (1) 

La Vie Paree Co 
Regal (8) 

Duke ps ey Ba 


Michigan (8) 
Rogers & Wynn 
DeRoze 
Radcliff & Rogers 
+ Gyrols 











PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (1) 
A Duval Co 
Rhythm Redheads 
Slate Bros 
Joe Laurie Jr 
The Rimacs 
Roxy-Mastbaum 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
(1) 





Radio City Follies 
2d half (6-8) 

Pansy 

Joe Besser 

Lee Murray Co 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (8) 

Trainor Boys 

3 Swifts 

Ina Ray Hutton Or 

Dorothy Crooker 








Cy Landry 
Lee Sherman “ 1) 
PITTSBURGH 5 DeGuchis 
Stanley (8) Russell M & J 
Lucky Millinder Ba| Nan Halperin 
(1) Manhattan Steppers 
Ina Ray Hutton Or YORK 
Dorothy Crooker Strand 
Geo Givot 2d half (14-16) 
READING Blackstone 
Astor 2d half (7-9) 
Ist half (9-12) Singer's Midgets 
CHICAGO Marve Jensen 3 
State Lake (2) Charlie Wilkens 
Stalac Bros & P Brody & Delevan 


Chuck & Charles 
Ames & Arno 
Sen Murphy 
Allan Edwards & R 
Jerry Ballard 
Bob Smith 

LONG BEACH 

Strand (1) 

Armand & Lolita 





Raftone Sis 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (30) 
Castle Co 
Moss & Manning 
O'Neil & Manners 
Jack Major 
Gene Sheldon Co 
Monroe & A Sis 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (8) 
Gypsy Nina 
Liazeed Tr 
Foster Ens 
Freddy Mack 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (22) 
F Braggotti Ens 
Clarence Muse 
Al Gordon Co 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (8) 
Phil Harris 
Leah Ray 
(Others to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (8) 
Harris 2 & L 





Maxine Stone 
Flame Girl 
(Others to fill) 
WORCESTER 
* Plymouth 
Ist half (7-10) 
Greenw'h F Hi-lites 
Burns Moriarty & D 
Hartley & Alverez 
Capt L Barrison 
Sol Gould Co 
Paul Nolan Co 
Elaine & Douglas 
2a half (11-13) 
Gresham & Blake 
Yorke & Tracey 
3 Olympics 
Loretta Gray Co 
2 Valors 








Benny Ross (Others to fill) 
Week of Feb. 4 
Astoria D. H. Wensley & Dale 
Donovan & Hayes | Turner 2 
Canterbury M. H. | EDGEWARE RD. 
lst half (4-6) Grand 
3 Accordion Kings | Bobby Howell Bd 
Wood & Frayne HAMMERSMITH 
2a half (7-9) Palace 
Rafferty & Flood Rice Gypsy Gls 
4 Zanoffs HOLLOWAY 
Dominion Marlborough 
Joe Loss Ba Mona Grey 


Annette Keith 
Donovan & Hayes 
Gracie Schenck Co 
New Victoria 
Geraldo Bd 
Drury & Raymond 
Trocadero Rest 
Western Bros 
Assia de Buzny 
Bennett & Williams 
3 Dyna-Miters 
Lionel King 
Maurice 
CHADWELL 
Embassy 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Wensley & Dale 
Turner 2 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Benny Loban Bd 
Annette Keith 
Donovan & Hayes 
Gracie Schenck Co 
CLAPTON 


H’TH 


Rink 
Sybil Stanford 
Low & Webster 


Lennox & lJLoranna 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Conrad's Pigeons 





Olivette & Chatt 
Terry Wilson 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (4-6) 
4 Zanoffs 
Rafferty & Flood 
2d half (7-9) 
3 Accordion Kings 
Wood & Frayne 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Bobby Howell Bad 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Greene Bros 6 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
Shields & Kewley 
Renee & Godfrey 
Welsh Miners 4 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
16 Singing Scholars 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Benny Loban Bd 
Gloria Kaye 
Pennis 4—Rita 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 


Olivette & Chatt 
Terry Wilson 
STARTFORD 


Shields & Kewley 
Renee & Godfrey 
Welsh Miners 4 
STREATHAM 
Palace 


Rico Gypsy Gls 





TOOTING 
Granada 
Ola Time M Hall 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 


Sybil Stanford 
Low & Webster 
Lennox & Loranna 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Bal Musette 
Arden & Duncan 

Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignett! 
Pietro 

Barrel of Fun 


Jack Sheldon 
Annette Lacy 
Andy's Aces 

Lewis & Dody 


Bill's Gay 90’s 


Kathryn Parsons 
Bigelow & Lee 
Jerry White 


Boeuf Sur Le Toit 


Joe Zelli 

Rocky Twins 

Billy Arnold Ore 

Don Alberto Ore 
Bruno 

George Thorne 

Angelita Loya 

Fox & Ballister 

Ralph Navelle Ore 


Cafe International 


Inez Elvira 

Lita Santos 

Lagitanilla 

Los Otedas 

El Chicorrito 

Don Casanova 

Rudy Hernandez Or 
Cantina Barra 

Raym'nd & Lueinda 

Gilberto & Jose 

Briceno 

Don Jose Ore 

Central Pk. Casino 


Libby Holman 
U & B Ebsen 
Leo Reisman Orc 


Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Dick Gasparre Ore 


D'Ivons 
Hartmans, G & P 


Chateau Moderne 


Murial Roger 
Antonio Morchin 
Royal Cuban Ore 


Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 


Lois Blliman 
Comfort & Reilly 
Jack Meyer Ore 


Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Ore 


Cocoanat Grove 


Lloyd Garret 
Adairn Richards 
Durelle Alexander 
Ruth Williams 
Seott Fisher 
Congress 
Tom Nip Rev 
Thais 
Edna Strong 
Beatrice Lane 
Frank Parrish 
Chas Davis Ore 
Paul Rogers Orc 


Cotton Club 


C C Rev 

Mears & Mears 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Opheia & Pimiento 
John Henry 

Swan & Lee 

Lena Horn 

Bill Bailey 

Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora Le Redd 
Cab Calloway 


Coq Rouge 
La Porte Ore 
Cubanacan 


& Carmencita 
Di Grandy 


Joe 


Rigo 
Miguel 
Juanita 
Don Raphael 
Cordoba Sis 
Delmonico’s 
Sid Tomack 
Florence Barlow 
Jerry Baker 
Helen Shaw 
Charles & Celeste 
Mike Durso Ore 
Dubanett 
Josk De Barby Orc 
E! Chico 
Wences 
Emilio de Torre Ore 
Rosarillo de Triano 
Mona Montes 
Rosita Rios 
Nina & Zabal 
Francisco Ramos 
El Morocco 
Irving Rose’s Ore 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
Oliver Wakefield 
El Toreador 
D J Escarpinter Or 
Trini Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Juanita 
Ferinm & Mara 
Essex House 
Glen Gray Ore 
Firenze 
Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Orc 
Flying Trapese 
Hazel Willlams 
French Casino 
Gloria Gilbert 
Maria Desty 
Harald & Lola 
Olympe Bradna 
Lee Manginis 
Lelime Trio 
Drena 
Witman 
Delso 
Roberts 
Juan 





Mona Grey 


Guittar 





Emile Boreo 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Carl Hoff Ore 
Gypsy Tavern 
Nika 
Sally Stark 
Jenya Plobedina 
Kaufman Sis 
Emil’s Ore 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
Eloise Martin 
Sammy White 
Pierce & Harris 
Vera Nizas 
4 Diplomats 
Edith Roark 
Terry Lawlor 
Barbara Blane 
Mills & Kover 
Virginia Vaughan 
Eileen O’Connor 
Jack Star 
Marion Martin 
Pedro Via Cubans 
Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Denny Orc 
Michael Tree Orc 
Wes Adams & IL 
Hotel Commodore 
Archie Bleyer Orc 
Hotel Delmonico 
Julie Gilespie 
Alex Fogarty 
Harry Tuker Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Bert King Orc 
Jerry Blanchard 
H & M Kane 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner Orc 
Horacio Zito Ore 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orcb 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 
Al Kavelin Orc 
Hotel McAlpin 
Joe Haymes Ore 
Bob Barker 
Agnes Anderson 
Hotel Montclair 
Leon Janney 
Leota Lane 
Rosita Ortega 
Franco & Francine 
Ruth Urban 
Marti Michel Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Florence & Alvarez 
Hotel Novarro 
Gay Adams 
Thelma Leeds 
Billy Milton 
Maurice St. 
Gloria Day 
Vie Rodrignez Orc 
Neil Litt Orc 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Medrano & Donna 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rich’d Himber Orc 
Joey Nash 
Arman Vecsey Orc 
Hotel Roosevett 
Del Campo Orc 
Bernice Parks 
Pomeroy Rev 
Sarita 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Vivian Vance 
Fowler & Tamara 
Leon Navara Orc 
Hotel 8t. Regis 
Johnny Green Ore 
Marjory Logan 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Joe Moss Orc 
Hotel Weylin 
Jack Whiting 
Raoul & Reyes 
Milton Douglas 
Larry Siry Orc 
Hernandez Bros 
Hotel Wyndham 
Kathleen Karr 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
Rita Renaud 
Rivera Boys 
Jeannie McCauley 
Kitty Mulligan 
Dorothy Morgan 
Peggy de La Piante 
D’Andre & Tollies 
Sterling Sis 
Chas Albert Ore 
La Rue 
Walker O’Neils Orc 
Le Bijou 
Grace Morgan 
Elise Lord 
Peter Marshall 
Mario Di Palo Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Del Pozo Ore 
Ron Perry Orch 
Maison LaFitte 
Max Dolin Ore 
Maison Voyant 
A Valentino Orc 
Spivy 
Rita Belle 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neil Ore 
Mon Paris 
Gene Fosdicks Orc 
Lucien La Riviere 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Arnoid & Hawkins 


Clair 





Herrerra Orc 


Number One Club 
Mimi Muriel 
Paradise 
NTG Rev 
Sally Rand 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Elenore Woods 
Raye Maye 
Rosezell Roland 
Bernice Lee 
Jayne Manners 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
Reis & Dunn 
Park Lane 
Max Bergere’s Ore 
Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal Or 
A. Matzenauer 
Jos Zatour Bd 
Rainbow Room 
Lydia & Joresco 
Beatrice Lillie 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Reno Merry-Go- 


Round 
Vivien Field 
Red Rock 


Reno Dudes 
Starr West Jones 
Val Olman Orc 
Ritz Tower 
Harris Ore 
Savoy-Plaza 
Bob Grant Ore 
G & C Herbert 
Sherry’s 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Alice Dawn 
Al Ross 
Jos Smith Ore 


Stork Club 
Buddy Wagner Orc 


Nat 


Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Ore 
Loretta Lee 


Thomashefsky's 


Boris Thomaskefsy 

Regina Zuckerberg 

Sammy Colton 

Harry Littman Orc 

Florence Kiug 

Mme. Charova 

Irv Bercowitz 

Gertie Bullman 

Ches Doherty Rev 

Trouville 

Jim Miller Ore 
Ubangi Club 

Gladys Bently 

Allen Drew 

Bill Baily 

Teddy Hill 
Village Barn 

Sammy Walsh 

Chicken Sis 

McCrae Co 

Audrey & Jenesco 

Faith Hoag 

Ben Alley 

Julie Wintz Ore 

Village Nut Club 

Jack Fagan 

Sheer Bros 

Beebe Moffet 

Aileen Cooke 

Val Vestoff 

Floria Vestoff 

Milton Mann Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Sheila Barrett 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Henry King Orc 
Beauvel & Tova 
Mme, Smirnova 
Horacio Zito Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Kay Kyser Ore 
Gloria Seiter 
Maxine Grey 
Benny Strong 
Hersey’s 
Beverly Kirk 
Wayne Van Dine 
Reeves & Lew 


Chez Paree 
Gipsy Nina 
Mario & Floria 
Joaquin Garay 
Selma Marlowe 
Russel Swann 
Mayfair Girls 
Meri Bell 
Oscarda's Ens 
Henri Busse Ore 


College Inn 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Ethel! Shutta 


Colosimo’s 
Walter Guild 
Adelaide Kerkoff 
Gano & Rita 
May Downing 
Inez Scott 
Don Enrico 
Bob Tinsley’s Ore 
Eimer Schobel 
Billy Meyers 

Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 


Robert Royce 
Eddie Scope 
Patricia Norman 
Marcy & LaBelle 
J Cherniavsky Orc 
Club Alabam 
3 Blonds 
Phyliss Harry 
Gloria Starr 
Bernie Adler 
Gale West 
Miss Patsy McNalir 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Algiers 
Kay Davison 
Rosita 
Algiers Club Ore 
Evelyn Camen 
The Weismuellers 
Kay Davidson 
Sammy Kahn 
Austin Mack Ore 


Club Minuet 


Frank Sherman 
Adelina Dossena 
Ginger Wood 
Mary Grant 
Ben Zimberoff 
Del Estes 
Ercelle Sis 
Maxine Kirk 


Drake Hotel 


Karre Lebarons 
Ferde Grofe Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Alta Warsawska 


Herbie Kay Orc 
James Kozaks Ore 


French Casino 
Paris-Vienna Rev 
Tom Gerun’'s Orc 
Earl Rickard 
Eddie Dander’s Ore 
Joe Buckley Orc 
Gay Nineties Club 


Harry’s N. Y¥. Bar 
Harry Harrie 
Al Wagner 
Phil Furman 
Harry LeGrand 
Sid Raymond 
Ht Hat Club 
Trudy Davidson 
Shannon Sis 
Jack Edwards 
Bobby Garth 
Effie Burton 
Velma Hand 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 


Michelob Inp 


Betty Moore 
Delores Marcelle 
Jeannette Graham 
Hal Hiatt’s Ore 
Nut Club 
Cherry Sis 
Carl Whyte 
Holly Moret 
Sam ‘Slim’ 
Vi Kilroy 
Dan Montgomery 
Eddie Meikles 
Hi Wellington 
Opera Club 


Ann Seymour 
Berenoff & Earlyne 
Vernon Rickard 
Jules Alberti Orc 


Paitmer House 


Tommy Martin 

Roy Cropper 

De Roze 

Harris, Claire & § 

Bob Ripa 

Abbott Dancers 

Ted Weems Orc 
Paramount Club 

Billy Gray 

Snannon Dean 

Margot King 

Constance Sis 

Andrews Sis 
Royale Frolics 

Joe Lewis 

Giggles Regan 

Bebe Sherman 

Marge & Marie 

N & O Detrick 

Dolores 

Cecil Blair 

Henri Lishon Ore 
Terrace Gardens 


Roma Vincent 
Alice Blue 
Szita & Anis 
Hank, the Mule 
O’Brien Girls 
Stan Myers Ore 
Via Lago 
Rick & Snyder 
Chicak Stanley 
Peggy Laurie 
Lou Blake Ore 
Walnut Room 
(Bismarck Hotel) 
Art Kassel Ore 
Esther Todd 
B & B Dodge 
Fritz Mueller 
Mara Senta 
Mareell Inn 


Tommy Lyman 
Thech Ore 

Joe Perrone’s 
J. Marengo Orc 
Murray Peck 
Dee Sis 
Patsy Lee 
Texas Tommy 
Freddy Beardan 
Ruth Van Loise 

Palamor 

Nick Stuart Ore 
Hudson-Metzger Gls 
Rita Robins 


Paradise Gardens 


Bud Averill 
Paris Inn 
Bert Rover 
Helen Burns 
June Brooks 
Gabriel Casino 
Diana Tolly 
Weiss Sis 
Miss Valeska 


Rendezvous 
Kay Kalie Ore 
Raymond Littee 
June Marlowe 

The Vanities 
Jack Warren 
May Lanfield 
The Bachelors 

Topsy’s 
Dorothy Gilbert 


Hart 





Keith Beecher 


LOS AN 


Bally hoo 
Myra Mason 
Murray Sis 
6 Counts of Rhythm 


Beverly-Wilshire 
Orville Knapp Ore 
Ramon & Rosita 

Biltmore Bow) 


Jimmie Grier Orc 
Kirby & Degage 
Rita & Rubin 
Marietta 

Biltmore Rend’zv'us 
Senorita Adriana 
Gary Leon 

Marcia (Tut) Mace 
Tommy Wonder 
Ruth Craven 
Burke & Davis 
Billie Lowe 
Kearney Walton Co 





Geo Redmon Ore 


GELES 
Cafe de Paree 


Bill Flech Ore 
Don Santo 
J & J Arnold 
Ann Delikat 
Russ Cantor 
Casino 
(Agua Caliente) 
Nirvanna 
Julian Marjorie 
Beatrice Ynez 
Armida Tovara 
La Francon 
The Casinos 
Merissa Flores 
Bobby Maytoreno 
Benito Bd 
Cocoanut Grove 
Ted FioRito Ore 
Yolanda & Veloz 
Johnny Candido 
Muzzy Marcellino 


3 Debutantes Hotel Roosevelt 





Campbell 2 Joe Marlin Orc 
Clover Club get a 
- “ . ,| Mazie Richardsoo 
Frankie Masters Ba 7 en alien 
Cotton Club | Gray & Hudson 
Mills Bros Kings Club 
Tommy Lyman 
El Ray Club Stan Clare's Ore 
Gene Austin : 
Candy & Coco Palomar 
Joe Marlin Ore Dick Jurgens Or« 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


Midwest pop. price producers 
worried. Before the war from 70 to 
100 troupes worked out of Chi. Now 
reduced to a dozen. Falling receipts 
and rising labor costs hurt. 





Comstock & Gest took a cropper 
on ‘Light of the World.’ Folded 
after a $100,000 loss. Copy of the 
Passion Play. 


Jack Curley and Freeman Bern- 
stein opened an athletic carnival at 
the Mad. Sq. Garden. Hung the 
crepe when license commissioner 
shut down on the concessions in the 
basement. Mostly gambling gags, 
and their loss spilled the gravy. 
Week's gross was $2,500. 





Walter Reade in trouble with the 
Director of Public Safety in Tren- 
ton. Interested with Frank V. 
Stoors in two houses and told to 
quit or no license renewal. Reade 
was scornful of the natives and had 
gotten himself disliked. 





VARIETY moved to its present quar- 
ters. Ousted from its old stand by 
demolition of the building to make 
room for lLoew’s State theatre. 
Moved into its own building. 





Open cabarets were losing to the 
speaks. Lack of booze was killing 
biz. 





It had been hoped that theatre 
bookings would become normal after 
the holidays, but there still were a 
number of shows playing the road 
while waiting a N. Y. house. Too 
many shows were hit. stickers. 
There were 48 open. 


Montreal man advertised he had 
four tickets for ‘Chu Chin Chow’ for 
Thursday. Would give a bonus of 
$20 to exchange for Saturday ducats. 
B.o. sold out, so he resorted to the 
want ads. 


Mark Luescher had arranged with 
Martin Beck to head the promotion 
staff of the reorganized Orpheum 
circuit. Decided he liked it better 
at the Hippodrome and stayed there. 


Broadhurst theatre had to rope off 
a section of seats. That portion of 
the orch floor had sagged, due to 
improper foundation. 





Tabor Grand, Denver, first de luxe 
theatre in America, was to be razed. 


Golfwyn Films was to build a new 
house. But it didn’t. 
French opera co. folded in New 


Orleans. Opera house had recently 
burned, and singers wanted salaries 
guaranteed to the end of season. 





Flu scare brought a new rule in 
Richmond. Theatres were to be dis- 
infected three times daily, and one 
sneeze was enough to cause ejection 
of a patron. 





Empire burlesque circuit § an- 
nounced the largest dividend ever 
paid, 

(From Clipper) 
Rose and Martin Julian were 


playing vaude in Frisco. They were 
contortionists. Bob Fitzsimmons 
later married her, and her brother, 
Martin, became his manager. 





Liberty Bell was removed from 
Philadelphia to New Orleans expo- 
sition. Traveled on a flat car, so 
that all along the route might see. 





Fire scare but no fire at the Acad- 
emy, Jersey City. Furnace smoke 
in the cellar came up through the 
hot air system. 


Clipper plumed itself on sending 
the paper free to correspondents. 


Other dramatic papers charged $4 a 
year to all who wanted a credential 
ecard. Sometimes fired a few to get 
revenue from the new appointees. 


Fred McCloy was zg. m. for Fr 


ank 

Sanger. Later publisher of the 

Dramatic News and last with Co- 
lumbia burley wheel. 

Southern troupe was playing ‘Kast 





(Continued on page 60) 
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Midwest's Fingers Crossed as Plans 
Solidify for Super-Stock in Loop 





Chicago, Feb. 4. 
Return of stock to Chicago and 
the loop after a six-year absence is 
in the offing. Negotiations are now 
on by the Shuberts to establish a 
‘super-stock’ at the Great Northern, 


Harris or Selwyn. Shows will come 
in for two to four weeks with guest 
stars. 

Shuberts have been discussing 
etock in the loop for some time now, 
having had original plans to back 
Charles K. Freeman in a stock ven- 
ture. Freeman is producing on his 
own now, however. 

Sam Gerson and John J. Garrity 
of the local Shubert office have been 
in conference with the home office, 
and it is expected that final details 
will be set by Feb. 15, with the stock 
to open by March 15. 

-There. hasn't been - any © stock 
around -the loop since -the Harry 
Minturn days. Everyone in the legit 
business in the midwest is working 
towards the opening of this new 
stock venture, feeling that if the 
loop stock idea ‘clicks: it will be the 
revival of stock in the other towns 
in this territory,which frequently 
follow the lead of Chicago. 





Four Closings 





Four abrupt. withdrawals last 


Saturday (2). 

‘Prisoners of War’ opened and 
taken off after one week at the 
Ritz. English war drama drew a 
general panning.. Was played over 
there 10 years ago. 





‘PRISONER OF WAR’ 

Opened Jan. 28. Received a 
thorough panning from the 
100% turnout of first-string- 
ers. Sobol (Mirror) called the 
English importation ‘morbid, 
unwholesome and silly,’ while 
Anderson (Journal) dug deep- 
er to say, ‘It is not only rot, it 
is rotten.’ 











‘Creeping Fire’ was withdrawn 
after playing about two and one 
half weeks at the Vanderbilt. Mud- 
dled melodrama panned and got lit- 
tle coin. 





‘CREEPING FIRE’ 





Opened Jan. 15. The second- 
stringers stepped into this one 
and most of them gave it a 
verbal shellacking. 

Varinty (Kauf) said: 
a chance.’ 


‘Hasn’t 











‘Nowhere Bound’ taken off at the 
Imperial Saturday was credited 
with presenting unusual types but 
playgoers weren’t interested, One 
night less than two weeks. 





‘NOWHERE BOUND’ 

Opened Jan. 22. Only four 
of the top-notch critics turned 
out for this one, crediting the 
author with a good idea, but 
poor development, Gabriel 
(American), in suggesting a 
new name for the piece, said: 
‘Oblivion Bound’ would be the 
kindest.’ ‘ 

‘Variety’ (Zcauf) said: 
probably be a quick fold.’ 


it'll 











‘Crime and Punishment’ played a 
week and five days at the Biltmore, 
stopping Saturday and completing 
the list of recent flops which took 

‘the air. 





‘CRIME AND PUNISHMENT?’ 

Opened Jan. 22. Opinions 
were mixed five to one against 
this one among the six major 
critics who attended. Ham- 
mond (Tribune) thought ‘it 
should be patronized,’ but the 
others couldn’t see it. 

Variety (Char) said: ‘isn’t 
going to find a Broadway run 
beer and skittles.’ 











SHOLES STICKS 
Dallas, Feb. 5. 


Maxwell Sholes, resigned last 
week as director of the Oak Cliff 
Little theatre, reconsidered and 


agreed to stay out the season on a 
play-to-play basis. 

Sholes had hinted he was going 
off to little theatre work in Shang- 





WEBB ALMOST MISSES 


Pushed Out of Hauptmann Court- 
room, Buts Back Again Pronto 








Flemington, Feb. 4. 

While Guthrie McClintic and Alex 
Woollcott looked on from their com- 
fortable seats, grinning and chuck- 
ling, Clifton Webb was pushed out 
of the courtroom along with other 
standees at the Hauptmann trial on 
Wednesday (30) as a result of Jus- 
tice Trenchard’s ruling to clear the 
aisles. 

Dancer was back in five minutes, 
however, armed with a special pass, 
which gave him a seat on the front 
row for spectators. 


SPECIAL POLICE SQUAD 
MOBBING CURB SPECS 


Sidewalk ticket specs operating 
in front of, or nearby, Broadway 
légit hits were plenty annoyed when 
detectives made two pinches last 
week. One steerer in front of the 
Broadhurst (‘The Petrified Forest’) 
and another near the Miller (‘Per- 
sonal Appearance’) were held under 
$500 bail charged with disorderly 
conduct. That action by the magis- 
trate’s court is unusual, similar pre- 
vious arrests resulting in a fine and 
warning. 

‘Indications are that orders to 
clean up that phase of the ticket 
situation came from police head- 
quarters. Special squad was as- 
signed to the job, faces of the dicks 
not being known to the specs. Fact 
that the steerers had no tickets in 
their possession is their defense. 
Four sidewalk ticket specs were 
arrested Wednesday (30) while op- 
erating in front of the Martin Beck 
theatre, N. Y., with tickets for the 
matinee of ‘Juliet... Charged with 
violating the law against pavement 
sale of tickets, each was fined $5. 








Shuberts Out 


Newark, Feb. 4. 

The Weingartens have taken back 
from the Shuberts the deed for the 
Shubert theatre, which washes up 
the Shuberts in Newark. 

This leaves the Shubert open to 
any type of entertainment, with no 
holds barred. 


EQUITY CALLS OFF 
CHI ‘SMALL MIRACLE’ 











. Chicago, Fb. 4. 

Equity stepped into the picture 
last week to call off all rehearsals 
for ‘Small Miracle’ when the pro- 
ducers failed to produce any bond 
coin. ‘Miracle’ was the production 
planned by the Theatre group head- 
ed by James Bradley Griffin, asso- 
ciated with the Uptown Players. 

Bond, set at $1,400, failed to ap- 
pear despite the fact that four 
sponsors are understood to have 
promised $2,000 apiece for angeling. 
Producers told the cast that rehear- 
als are ‘temporarily postponed’ and 
hustled out to raise the cash for 
Equity. 

Information had been released by 
the group that they had the Stude- 
baker signatured as the house, but 


John Benero, manager, states no 
such rental had been consum- 
mated. 





Tennyson First Contract 


Warbler for ’35 Chi. Op. 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 

First signature for the coming 
Chicago Civic Opera season this 
winter is Jean Tennyson, soprano, 
who made her debut wtih the Civic 
Opera this past year. 

D. E. Sawyer is general nrnager of 
the organization. 








Op in Reading 
Reading, Pa., Feb. 4. 
Columbia opera company, which 
showed at Capitol theatre last win- 
ter, will present ‘Rigoletto’ and ‘Car- 


men’ in the same house for Wilmer 
& Vincent. 

Louise Caselotti, Luisa Coronina, 
Ivy Dale and Melissa Bay will sing. 
Armand Bagarozy will have charge 
of the two performances, 


Three of those pinched gave the 
names of Willie Lewis, Abe Leffler 
and Leon Liebowitz. 

Specs were finger-printed, indi- 
cating that further violation may 
result in heavier pumishment. 


Inside Stufi—Legit 


Report that the abrupt closing of ‘Battleship Gertie,’ Lyceum, N. Y., 
was the result of the stage hands refusing to accept Courtney Burr's 
check for the total wages owed, was denied by the union. Show opened 
on a Friday and stopped the next day, there being no Saturday night 
performance. When the crew was not paid off at the matinee a delegate 
from the union appeared backstage. Prior to that, however, Equity 
deputy was told there would be no performance, Ticket sale for the 
night show was about $100 up to seven o’clock. Deckhands had $2,200 
due because of rehearsal time. 

Sudden fold left several ticket brokers holding the bag. They’ had 
bought a two weeks’ supply of ducats and there is about $7,500 owing 
the specs. : 

‘Gertie’s’ quick folding ended Burr’s tenancy of the Lyceum, James 
Reilly again has charge of the house which relights with ‘Bitter 
Oleander.’ 














John Cecil Holm, who attracted attention through the opening of his 
first play, ‘Three Men on a Horse’, at the Playhouse, N. Y., last week, 
is an actor. It is a collaboration, George Abbott being teamed in the 
billing. Original script, however, was Holm’s. His wife, Fay Drake, 
former legit casting agent, also aided in the writing. 

Play is partly biographical. Central character is a fellow who can 
pick race-track winners but never bets on the races. Holm commuting 
between South Norwalk and New York, was in the habit of picking ’em 
while riding to and fro and although he called the turn, he did not make 
wagers. 

Late Dan Hennessey, booker of the ‘family’ department of the former 
Keith booking office, often analyzed form charts and picked the races one, 
two, three, but he rarely if ever played his own selections. 

a 

Appeal of a decision which cleared the disputed ownership of a house 
at Lake Hopatcong, N. J., jointly occupied by Jim and Betty Morgan 
and the late Willie Connor, treasurer of the Biltmore theatre, N. Y., will 
shortly be heard at Trenton. Each of the Morgans and Connor had a 
one-third interest. Six months prior to his death the boxoffice man 
deeded the house to Betty Morgan in return for her taking care of him 
while he was ill and to protect the Morgans’ interest in the property. 

A sister of Connor contested the Morgans’ ownership but chancellor’s 
court dismissed the claim, Kin’s contention is that Connor's gift deed 
was to clarify the title for the purposes of securing a mortgage on the 
house. 





Last week Bob Garland, N. Y. World-Telegram’s drama critic, took a 
pot shot at Variety, keeper of the boxscore, for itself going wrong on 
‘Green Pastures’. Latter show goes into its fifth year this month with 
Variety having tabbed it, on its New York opening, as destined to flop. 

Only point to be argued with Garland is his hint that Variery’s review 
came close to being a ‘no opinion’, Insistence is that it was a wrong, 
and how wrong, with Bige (Joe Bigelow) having been the author thereof. 





Gilbert Miller has purchased a plane which he will ship to England 
for personal use. It is a four-passenger cabin ship. Manager is not a 
pilot but a flying enthusiast. Licensed British pilots may be engaged at 





hai. 


wages comparable to chauffeurs over here, 


It's Still Design-For-Living When 
The Lunts Jokingly Mention Coward 





By CECELIA AGER 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Lunt have 
a pet name for Noel Coward. They 
call him Head-in-the-Clouds-Cow- 
ard, because, Mrs. Lunt, 
herself known as Lynn Fontane, ‘be- 
cause—joke—he’s got his feet on the 


explains 


ground.’ 

‘Noel phoned the other morning 
to tell me he'd just awakened from 
the most fantastic dream. He dream- 
ed he called me for rehearsal and I 


said sorry—no. I had to go to my 
tailor or something. So he knew 
he was dreaming.’ Mr. Lunt had 
himself a good laugh. Mrs. Lunt 
laughed too. (It is a well known 
fact amongst the three of them, the 
Lunts and Mr. Coward, that noth- 
ing, absolutely nothing, could keep 
Alfred from a rehearsal. Besides 
the Lunts are always rehearsing— 
even when they're not at a. re- 
hearsal.) 

tight now the Lunts are installed 


STEBBINS BOOKS 44TH 
DIRECT FROM V. ASTOR 


Booking of ‘The Green Pastures’ 
into the 44th Street theatre, N. Y., 
where the colored cast play will 
start a Broadway return engage- 
ment on Feb. 26, was made by 
Rowland Stebbins, show's producer, 
direct with Vincent Astor. Latter 
took possession last Friday (1), 
property taken over including the 
roof theatre formerly called the 
Bayes and now reported being con- 
verted into a night club. 

Shuberts controlled the 44th 
Street under a leasehold disaffirmed 
early in the firm’s receivership, and 
operated it jointly with Astor for 
the past two years. Shuberts, who 
also lost possession of the Imperial 
through foreclosure, have a book- 
ing arrangement for that house up 
to April 1, which prevented the 
spotting of ‘Pastures’ there. De- 
spite the foreclosure, Stebbins of- 
fice failed to get action from the 
representatives ‘of the mortgage 
holder (bank) on a four wall rental 
proposal. 

‘Pastures’ was originally pre- 
sented at the Mansfield at $4.40 top. 
Admission scale on tour has gen- 
erally been $2.75 top, but for the 
return engagement in New York 
top price will be $2.20. Show will 
be able to gross over $16,000 at that 
price if capacity is drawn. 

Astor also owns the St. James 
(originally Erlanger’s), which is 
under lease to Eddie Dowling. It 
is also on 44th street. 

Shuberts have placed the Am- 
bassador theatre, N. Y., on sale. 
House has been something of a 
booking problem for several sea- 
sons because of Shubert owner- 
ship of other theatres on 48th and 
49th streets, which they built dur- 
ing the theatre building boom of 
a decade or so ago. Ambassador 
is offered for $260,000. It was for- 
merly valued at a much higher fig- 
ure. 


ROAD BIZ MAY PULL 
‘LEGION’ OUT OF RED 


‘The First Legion,’ presented on 
Broadway by Bert Lytell and Phil 
Green to mild grosses, is expected to 
work out of the red on the road, 
judging from business to date. 
Drama was booked for two weeks 
in Boston, but is expected to remain 
four weeks. Takings last week went 
to $9,500, best figure since the show 
opened. 

‘Legion’ will break the jump to 
Chicago with a week's date in Cleve- 
land. Following the loop engage- 
ment show is slated for the Coast. 

















Dayton Season 


Dayton, O., Feb. 4. 

A legitimate season has been as- 
sured Dayton with booking of 
George M. Cohan in ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness!’ matinee and night on Feb. 
13, the Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ twice on 
Feb. 25 and Helen Hayes in ‘Mary 
of Scotland’ on March 20. 

Walter Huston in ‘Dodsworth’ is 
a probability for later. All booked 





at the Victory. 





in adjoining dressing rooms at the 
Ethel Barrymore theatre, where 
they may be seen in. Mr. Coward's 
play, ‘Point Valaine,” and may 
sometimes be interviewed after the 
performance. Not before the per- 
formance, however, because Mr. 
Lunt has a deal of bestial make-up 
to put on and Mrs. Lunt says he 
sets fidgety if anyone's watching 
him. So Tuesday night Mr. Lunt- 
was in his dressing room taking hig 
make-up off and friends were drop- 
ping in to tell him how much they 
enjoyed the play and Mrs. Lunt, 
wrapped in.a white satin smock, was 
appearing in the doorway that sepa- 
rated their rooms to greet ithe 
friends and glance at the VArizry 
reporter, when all of a sudden the 
VARIETY reporter, fprcing herself to 
stop just watching the charming 
people, asked a question: ‘Is Mr. 
Coward as mad a lad to work with 
as the outside world believes’ is 
he really truly such a gay blade, 
and if so, how do you ever get any- 
thing done? 

Mr. Lunt sprang to his feet. Mrs. 


Lunt paused dramatically. ‘But 
he’s not at all like that! However 
could anyone think it! He's the 
most practical fellow, the most 


hard working!’ the Lunts answered 
in duet, aghast. So it was that Mrs, 
Lunt revealed their pet name, Head- 
in-the-Clouds, for Mr. Coward, and 
then continued seriously, ‘He works 
so hard, so very hard, he doesn't 
take the care of himself that he 
should,’ while Mr. Lunt observed, 
‘Noel couldn’t accomplish as much 
as he does—if he were at all flighty.’ 
There can be no doubt of it now, 
Mr. Coward is a hard-working chap, 

Also, that Mr. Lunt believes ‘Point 
Valaine’ is Noel’s best play. Not 
that he wouldn't have played in it 
even if he didn’t think so, because 
Mr. Lunt feels there are certain 
playwrights — Behrman, Sherwood, 
Coward—whose work has a right 
to be heard no matter what they 
write, but it so happens that Mr. 
Lunt considers ‘Point Valaine’ Cow- 
ard’s best play anyway. ‘Such per- 
fect characterizations, even the very 
smallest ones, so consistent—writ- 
ten with suth literate economy,’ Mr. 
Lunt said. ‘It’s a peep-show, really. 
That’s what it is, you know, a peep- 
show. None of that trying to make 
the audience like you, to spill charm 
across the footlights, to lure sym- 
pathy and make the audience one 
with the cast. No, the curtains go 
up and there is a peep-show for the 
audience to stay where it is and 
look at, not to enter into. It’s @ 
story. They either like the story 
or they don’t, but they must watch 
ay 

Mr. Lunt confessed at the outset 
that they didn’t piay it very well 
tonight. It went much better last 
night. Why, he doesn’t know, but 
that’s the way it is, and he gave 
an expressive shrug. ‘She got 
away from me tonight,’ he wag 
saying, just as Miss Fontane ap- 
peared again in the doorway. ‘Lynn, 
you eluded me—TI had to drag you 
the full length of the stage,’ and 
everyone laughed some more, Miss 
Fontane’s laugh being unquestion- 
ably the most melodious. 


Mr. Lunt, who is well known 
around Loew’s State as the tall, 
dark gentleman who always catches 
the supper show, deeply regrets that 
he'll have to forego that pleasure 
during the run of ‘Point Valaine.’ 
It takes him so long to put his 
make-up on, he just hasn’t time 
He has been, he admits it, a vaude- 
ville fan ever since he played 26 
weeks in vaude with Lily Langtry. 
Vaude relaxes him and amuses him, 
‘It’s so interesting. The tempo. If 
you miss a beat, you’re gone. Just 
like this, you know,’ and Mr. Lunt 
waved his arm to indicate that he 
meant ‘Point Valaine.’ 


‘Just like this. If you miss a beat 
here, you’re gone.’ Mr. Lunt is also, 
Mrs. Lunt prompted him, a conois- 
seur of burlesque. 


Ah, yes. Save for the art of Ann 
Corio, Mr. Lunt thinks burlesque 
has sort of fallen in a bad way. 
He remembers Rose Sydell, and 
there was a girl called La Villa 
May. ‘She was a dandy,’ he re- 
called, ‘but somehow she never 
seemed to get ahead.’ As a matter 
of fact, Mr. Lunt said, they haven't 
seen anything in town since their 
arrival here with ‘Point Valaine.’ 
They beat each other up so much 
rehearsing it that now they're just 
resting up from their wounds. 
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Dramatic Critics Box Score 








(Key to abbreviations: SR. 
(wrong), O. no opinion 





AS OF JAN. 31 


(shows reviewed), R. (right), W. 
expressed), Pct. percentage). 





- . > & Pct. 
BROWN (Post) ....... TST TTT TTT Ee | 58 a 1 866 
GABRIEL (American) cecsseceeceseeees 68 58 10 2 824 
ANDERSON (Journal) .scoesssseccceeee 66 54 11 1 818 
ATKINSON (Times) ...cccscccecscccee 65 53 6 6 815 
MIATETEE CIUOWE) 2 cc cccccccccccccscces 51 15 es -785 
HAMMOND (Herald Tribune).......... 63 48 12 3 .762 
BOBS CAMETOF) § .iccescsecse Fectnvesee ae 37 12 2 72 
LOCKRIDGE (Sun) ...... caandveveades a 49 16 3 .721 
GARLAND (World-Telegram) ....... oo OF 39 9 ¥ 684 
WARIRT ¥- CereeIMOd) 2. cc ccccccncccccs 83 78 5 ee .940 


(This score computed on a basis of 84 shows) 








Brown, Gabriel Lead at Midseason 


John Mason Brown, Gilbert 
Gabriel, John Anderson and J. 
Brooks Atkinson, in that order, and 
all swatting the critical apple at 
.800 or better, again make up the 
first division in the New York 
drama reviewers league at mid-sea- 
son time. Same four aisle-seat 
boys have been on top longer than 
a perch worker in a pole act, so 
their mathematical superiority at 


timing the productional pitch can- 
not be ascribed to mere accident. 

At the half-way post in the 1934- 
85 Broadway legit season the in- 
dividual leader is Brown of the 
Post, last year’s batting champ, who 
seems far enough in front to be able 
to repeat. Gabriel of the American, 
only four-time winner of the Box 
Score, is within scoring distance of 
Brown and could cop again in the 
e.ent Brown loses ground. Their 
present batting averages awe .866 
and .824, respectively. 

Anderson and Atkinson are run- 
ning their now customary race for 
the first division’s other positions, 
Anderson with .818 and the Times’ 
show analyzer with three percentage 
points less. 

Burns Mantle, who uses the star 
system, shows the most improve- 
ment with the panegyric stick in the 
current computation, topping the 


second division, and coming up 
four places since the close of last 
season. Mantle now is only 15 


points away from the select .800 cir- 
cle. Percy Hammond is sixth at 
.762, Bernard Sobel seventh at .725, 
Richard Lockridge eighth at .721, 
and Robert Garland ninth and last 
at .684. Latter is the only reviewer 
to drop below the .700 mark. This 
is no attempt to get hunk with Gar- 
land for his panning Variety for its 
‘Green Pastures’ review. It just 
shows this way in the record. 

Gabriel and Lockridge have seen 
the most shows, 68 each, and Sobel 
the least, 651. At 58 apiece, 
Gabriel and Brown have been cor- 
rect the most times. Lockridge 
leads in going wrong, 16, and Atkin- 
son said the wrong thing least, six. 

Garland 1s first in delivering 
no-opinions, with nine. Atkinson 
committed six. Otherwise the boys 
are taking more than average care 
to express themselves definitely one 
way or the other. 


With its customary = shyness, 
VarRieTy reveals its own batting 
average of .940 for 78 rights 
and five wrongs in 83 tries. Framed 
is right. 


This mid-season score is based 
on all shows which have opened 
this season, as is the final checkup. 
VarieTy’s muff of one show out of 
the group is because of a last week’s 
premiere with the review due to ap- 
pear in this issue. 


Akron’s First 


Akron, O., Feb. 4. 


First legit of the season here will 
be at the Colonial, when ‘Ah Wild- 
erness’ with George M. Cohan plays 
here March 65. 


Colonial has been adhering to 


straight picture policy for several 


| Saturday (2 





months, 





2 Lambs Gambols 


Lambs will hold two Gambols, one 
to be public, accompanied by a din- 
ner and ball at the Waldorf-As- 
toria March 16 (St. Patrick’s Day 
eve), and the other to be staged at 
the club next Sunday (10) for mem- 
bers and guests. For the emerald 
event, R. L, Hague is chairman of 
the executive committee and A. O. 
Brown in charge of publicity and 
honored-guests committee. 

Club event will be called the St. 
Valentine’s Gambol, to be directed 
by Arthur Hurley, the ‘perpetual 
Collie.’ 


Film Chain Head 
Opposes Detroit 
Pop Opera Plans 


Detroit, Feb. 4. 

A strenuous objection against the 
proposed season of municipal opera 
in Navin Field, was received this 
week by the city council. Objector 
is George W. Trendle, president and 
operator of United-Detroit theatre 
chain, film house operators. 

Although the Board of Commerce 
has appointed a committee to work 
out the final details so as to open 
the season about June 5, this move 
will undoubtedly slow up proceed- 
ings. 

J. J. Shubert and some of his staff 
have made several trips here to sell 
the idea. 

Trendle’s protest said, TI believe 
the city will lose more through 
sponsoring an idea of this kind than 
it will make, and this organization, 
as well as all the other local the- 
atre organizations, greatly oppose it 
unless it pays the same taxes and 
complies with the same restrictions 
as we do. It is unfair from start to 
finish.’ 

He also enclosed a letter from 
Chas. E, Kurtzman, operator of Fan- 
chon & Marco's St. Louis theatres, 
which read, ‘Municipal opera here 
makes an almost insurmountable op- 
position during the summer because 
of its backing by prominent citi- 
zens and business organizations. 
Regular tax paying theatres auto- 
matically close their doors on the 
approach of the opera season. Orig- 
inally, the municipal opera was 
started as a sort of civic pride mat- 
ter, but it has since become an out- 
right commercial enterprise, com- 
peting in every sense of the word 
with the legitimate theatre owner.’ 

Council informed Trendle that it 
could not take any action in the 
matter, as no request for license has 
yet been made. 








‘Vanities’ Quits Road 
Chicago, Feb. 4 


closed its road tour or! 
after its loop week at 


‘Vanities’ 


the Grand. 
Show will stick to vaude tab, and 
now sneling for variety dates. 


+ 





RELIEF SCHOOLS 


Illinois Emergency Educa- 
tion Projects Develop New 
Legit Customers—Besides 
Employing 54 Performers 
as Instructors— Legit 
Managers Co-operating 
with New Patrons by Of- 
fering Cut-Rate Ducats to 
Students 


——__—_ 


OWN PRODUCTION 





Chicago, Feb. 4. 


Most extensive campaign into 
legit by a relief body is now being 
organized by the Emergency Edu- 
cational Project of the State of Illi- 
nois under the direction of Emer- 
gency Relief commission. Plans of 
the organization include not only 
the far-flung instruction of nearly 
10,000 people in the city of Chicago 
weekly on every phase of the legiti- 
mate stage and the relief of many 
indigent performers, but also the 
professionad production of a loop 
show. 

Illinois project is not only provid- 
ing this work for unemployed per- 
formers, but is conducting a cam- 
paign to develop new talent for the 
stage and rekindle public interest in 
legit. In the few weeks that the 
EEP has been in operation here in 
Chicago the theatres report a truly 
new audience in the show-shops, 
faces which never have been seen 
before suddenly hitting the box- 
office for tickets, usually the cheap- 
est available. 

Educational Project today has 
increased its number of teachers to 
54. They are employed at $100 
monthly, for which they conduct 
two classes weekly in dramatics and 
other phases of the legit stage. 
Everybody is welcome and there is 
no charge. Classes are held in the 
various Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A, Y.M.H.A. 
buildings, in many clubs and in fact 
almost anywhere that a room is 
available. 

Unploughed Fields , 

Estimated that these 54 instruc- 
tors reach 10,000 people weekly, 
each class carrying about 100 stu- 
dents and all instructors holding 
two classes weekly. In general these 
students have been pretty distant 
from the legit theatre with hardly 
2% of them ever having purchased 
a legit ducat. 

What is particularly pleasing to 

(Continued on page 56) 
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‘Stevedore’ Plans 


Chicago, Feb. 4. 
‘Stevedore,’ colored cast drama at 
the Selwyn, closed after a fine six- 
week stay on Saturday (2) under 

the auspices of the Drama Union. 
Several plans now underway for 
this show. Understood that several 
leading colored organizations are 
banding together to back the pro- 
duction for other cities in the coun- 
try, feeling that it’s good anti-race 
hatred propaganda. Other angle is 
possible tabbing for vaude dates, but 
this is figured merely as discussion 
and not likely to become a reality. 


CA GETS AGENCY 
GUM-SHOE COIN 


Distribution of money donated by 
ticket brokers last season for the 
policing of their own agencies, and 
still on deposit with the League of 
New York Theatres, was agreed on 
at the legit Code Authority session 
last week. With the assent of the 
ticket men, $600 was paid the CA 
as the brokers’ end of that body’s 
operating expense. When it was 
found the CA then had no authority 
to discipline violators of the code 
rules, policing thing stopped. New 
rules are being contested by some 
agencies, 

Believed that the brokers kicked 
in with $1,000. Actual amount was 
$877, the odd figure being explained 
by the various assessments among 
ticket groups. 

But only $30 of the _ policing 
money was spent. That coin was 
expended in the purhcase of tickets 
from two agencies, both of which 
were found to be charging excess 
prices. Balance of the money has 
been on hand, and, when offered to 
the brokers, they refused to go 
through the red tape of cutting it 
up. Finally the ticket men assent- 
ed to having it apply on the CA 
dues. 

CA will use the brokers’ money 
partly to pay attorney Philip Wit- 
tenberg a fee of $400 for his work 
in defending the Authority in the 
injunction proceedings brought by 
independent brokers, which were 
decided on last week. Which side 
was favored by the court ruling 
appears to be a puzzle. 

















Monday Nights Drop Off 





Shows with Femme Draws Switch—Antici- 


pate Sunday 


Legalization 





As a prelude to the Broadway 
Sunday legit show campaign, due to 
start soon again with the introduc- 
tion of bills in Albany legalizing 


such performances, several shows 
have dropped Monday nights, play- 
ing three matinees. Move is partly 
reaction to light attendance first 
days of the week, which has been 
marked for the past two months. 
Broadway right now depends on 
week-end trade for the greatest 
part. 

Shows which skip Monday for the 
added afternoon performances are 
those with distinct feminine draws. 
That particularly goes for ‘Ode to 
Liberty,’ with Ina Claire, Liberty. 
The controversial ‘Within t he 
Gates,’ although announced to close 
last week, continues through the 
month and announced that Mon- 
day nights are out. For its final 
weeks ‘The Distaff Side,’ with Sybil 
Thorndike, Longacre, skipped Mon- 


days. Latter attraction withdrew 
Saturday (2) and went to the road. 
At last week’s Code Authority 
meeting it was proposed to inform 
Equity by resolution that this body 
also favors Sunday shows. That 
will be in support of the stage 
hands and musicians, who have al- 
ready gone on record, via_ their 
unions, for such’ performances. 
Frank Gillmore, Equity prez, was 
not present and it was decided to 
table the subject until he makes a 
CA appearance. 
While some Equity lqaders have 
|privately expressed themselves in 
| favor of Sundays, the general mem- 
| bership has opposed it. Other stage 
| unions in favor have stipulated that 
| if Sundays are legalized, there shall 
| be a six-day week and general un- 
| derstanding is that Monday would 
ibe dropped. Possibilities are, how- 
ever, that Mondays would be substi- 
tuted for Sundays during the sum 
mer period, 





Court Decision in Ducat Fight 
Has Both Sides Puzzled; Agency 
Men Believe Code Unenforceable 


Washington, Feb. 4. 


Additional 20 days have been 
granted legit ticket committee 
to file a report on operation of 
Ducat Control System under the 
revised code. 

Because injunction~ petitions 
of recalcitrant brokers were 
only dismissed last week, 
Farnsworth moved the deadline 
for committee findings and 
recommendations back from 
Feb. 5 to Feb. 25. 





Attorneys on both sides in the 
legal skirmish over the ticket con- 
trol rules in the revised legit code 
are somewhat puzzled over the de- 
cision handed down by Justice John 
E. McGeehan Thursday (31):‘in the 
Supreme court, N. Y. Decision dis- 
missing the application of five brok- 
ers who sought to restrain the Code 
Authority from enforcing the ticket 
provisions was first regarded as a 
defeat for the agency men, but from 
an analysis of the ruling the opin- 
ion leaves the complaining brokers 
in doubt whether the code is en- 
forceable in its present form. 

Plan to appeal the case has been 
postponed by Charles Abrams, coun- 
sel for the complaining Theatre 
Ticket Brokers Association, pending 
the outcome of what action the CA 
will take. Known that the latter 
plans to attempt to enforce the rules, 
but is not so sure the set-up will 
work. Understood that Philip Wit- 
tenberg, counsel for the code body 
in opposing the injunction, is none 
too pleased over the phrasing of the 
court. 

Crux of the decision appears to 
lie in that the court regards the 
legit code as a contract. It is 
claimed that managers have not 
signed the code and in some quar- 
ters it is hinted that at least sev- 
eral managers would refuse to affix 
their signatures. There were two 
motions to dismiss the action. In 
dismissing one, Justice McGeehan 
said: ‘I fail to see how the plaintiffs 
have any standing. Perhaps the 
managers would if they had not 
been bound by contract.’ 

Ruling 

First part of the ruling reads: 
‘It appears that certain theatre pro- 
prietors have signed a contract reg- 
ulating the terms under which they 
will sell tickets to brokers, and 
those who have not signed are satis- 
fied to adopt those terms. One of 
those terms is that they will not sell 
to brokers who do not conform to 
certain rules. The theatre manager 
can sell his tickets to whom he 
pleases, provided only he does not 
refuse on the ground of race, creed 
or color. These plaintiffs seek to en- 
join the body which the managers 
have agreed shall make the rules, 
from making the rules.’ 

Court said in the additional de- 
cision: ‘Unless the members spe- 
cifically relinquish rights, they still 
have them.’ 

That is the basis for the indie 
brokers feeling that the decision is 
an out for them and the managers, 
About 14 agencies have applied for 
licenses and filed bonds of $500 that 
they will not violate the rules. The 
others, who went to court, refuse to 
be dictated to, claiming that under 
the rules they will have to go out of 
business. 

Decision further states: 

‘As I see this case I think the 
plaintiffs have failed to recognize 
what the code of fair competition 
really is. It is not a fiat of the Leg- 





islature: it is not an executive de- 
cree: it is not a judgment of the 
courts. It is a contract drawn up 
by members of a business, under the 
supervision of the executive agen- 
cies, Unless the members specifice- 
ally relinquish rights they still have 
them. My attention has not been 
called to any provision of this code 
whereby t} +] tra r i) a 

linquishe i right to retuse to 
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Plays on Broadway 


3 MEN ON A HORSE 








Fark omedy in three acts, presented at 
the Playhouse, Jan. Sv vy Alex Yokel; 
written 1 John Cecil liolm and George 
Abbo ized by the latter 
Andre vbridge.. ‘ Joyce Arling | 
T J. Ascher Smith } 
E i a a ail William Lynn 
( DHINS. ccccsees Fleming Ward |} 
Del Ws 6s ceaeeous ..Nick Wiger 
Her yooeeneeeenses James Lan 
cl ..Millard Mitchell 
Fra ..Teddy Hart 
Pa nwensuedecedOubee+sdnn ase, =e 
Mabel ...cccrvcccccccccess ..Shirley Booth 
Mc ~-....-Richard Huey 
Gl» ..-Edith Van Cleve 
Al e Garson Kanin 
Hote! Lnid..ccoccccccecss Margaret Mullen 
Bir. CAIVOEP. 2 cccctoceecsrcenccs Frank Camp 

ge Men’ delivers as a laugh 
show. ‘airly good diversion, it fig- | 
ures a mostly male draw show for 
moderaie coin because of the tech- 
nical nature of its horse bet gag-. 
goodly percentage of women will 
likely muff it, with Light matinee: 
prop. ble. Glossary in the program 


wou'd help if inserted. 

Al Yokel, the presenter, is an- 
othe: press’ agent gone Democratic 
and lec, too, is backed by Warners. 


Autho: is an actor who bases his 
first pc, on fact—there are people 
who never bet on races but can 
dope out the winners with uncan- 
ny aecuracy. 


Clairvoyant hick of the play, Er- 
win '.rowbridge, writes rhymes for 
some A.K. in the greeting card 
business and at the moment is flust- 
ered because the deadline for his 
flock of mother’s day jingles is close 
at hand. Comes an argument with 
his yovng wife in their suburban 
Jerssey home and he scrams. 

He gets himself boiled with 
Scotch whiskey and somehow wan- 
ders into the bar of a cheap New 
York hotel with the ridiculous name 
of th: Lavillere. There at a table, 
are three chiselers pooling their 
last cight bucks, trying to pick a 
Winner trom form charts. 

Erwin’s arrival is blue heaven for 


them—he tells the punks what 
horse: will win and sure enough 
they dco. The wonder selector 
passe; cut and is put to bed but the 


boys continue to nick the bookies 
every race. 

Next forenoon Erwin comes to 
with ihot hangover headache and 
he is given plenty of attention. The 
rhynester is worried about get- 
ting the copy to his boss and also 
want; to see his wondering wife. Er- 
win explains that he can only dope 
out the races on the bus to and 
from his home. So one of the hoods 
and sanother’s sweetie accompany 
Erwin to Ozone Heights for a brief 
stay. then hustle him back to the 
hotel. 

The three are making a clean-up 
but are suspicious when Erwin 
picks Mr. Khayham to beat Equi- 
poise. The stake race is the last of 
a four-horse parlay and the chisel- 
ers have 11 QG’s riding on Erwin’s 
choice. Story of the race comes over 
the radio—Equipoise wins and 
Patsy, the head man of the trio, is 
giving Erwin a shellacking. How- 
ever, further word comes—Equi- 





poise is disqualified and Mr. Khay- 
ham is the horse the bookies pay 
off on. 

Beccuse he had changed his mind 
when picking that race, Patsy had 


insisted Erwin bet all his coin on 
Mr. KKhayham—they had given him 
a 10° cut on the winnings. Er- 


win's boss horns in, thinking somes 


rival has copped his rhymester. Old 
boy doubles his 40 bucks a week 
salary and that sounds great to the 
lad because he likes his job. As 
for easy money with the ‘boys,’ it's 
all off he explains—the spell was 
broken when he made that bet. 
When Patsy apologized a bit earli- 
er, Erwin walloped him on the chin 
with a right, which was about cor- 
rect for a hick. 

William Lynn makes a very good 
job of the Jingle-writing picker of 
winners. Some first 


ter the show’s chances, but that is 
speculative. Sam Levene romps 
away as Patsy, but with a dialect 
creeping into his dialog now and 
then the monicker seemed strange. 
Millard Mitchell and Teddy Hart 
(brother of Larry) are the other 
two of the three horse players, with 
assignments not as meaty. Shirley 
as the sweetie, Joyce Arling as FEr- 
win’s wife, Edith Van Cleve as a 
reporteress and Margaret Mullen as 
a maid, make up the feminine con- 


tingent. Latter as a Swede gets a 
sure Prop laugh. 

Two sets looked very ordinary. 
Indicated modest operating nut 
and should earn money. Thee. 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


Drama in three acts presented at the 


ltitz, Jan. 28, by Frank Merlin; wriiten 
y J. R. Ackerley; staged by the presenter 
Second Lieut. Grayle.......... Ben Starkie 


Lieutenant Tetford.........Lowell Gilmore 
Captain Rickman Charles McClelland 
DE ch ddehashebaceneetees Dorothee Nolan 
Lieutenant Adelby.....+.. Francis Compton 
Captain Conrad.... --- Parton Hepburn 
Jellerton ---John Parrish 






Mrs. Prendergast. ily. ai Set ~Daisy Belmore 
Madame LOuis.....cccccesesses Zola Talma 
Pe, CeO s.cacccv0de0ccuctsessaceeee eee 

Seemed an unlucky selection to 
‘xhume a negligible post-war 
drama done in England about 10 


ago. Just isn’t diversion and 
soon due back in the pigeon 
holes of forgotten scripts. 
‘Prisoners’ ante-dated ‘The Green 
Bay Tree,’ authorship of which was, 
at least for a time, clouded. Drama 
commentators may quibble over 
whose idea it was which was used 
in both scripts. ‘Tree’ got so pol- 
ished a performance that it made 
the grade to moderate success on 
Broadway, but ‘Prisoners’ has no 
such attribute, neither in its writ- 
ing nor playing, despite the sin- 
cerity of the actors. 
‘Temperamentally unsound’ is the 
explanation given for the middle 


years 


is 


sex, to put it as politely as the 
play’s lead, Captain Conrad, puts 
it. Five or six British army airmen 


are interned in» a Swiss mountain 
town in 1918. Not one contented, 
so the play is really a succession 
of bickerings and squawks. No 
chance for fun with such a group, 
and the dramatics are hazy, if not 
distasteful. 

Cap Conrad has taken more than 
a fancy to young Grayle, a second 
lieutenant, and is jealous of his 
friendship with a big Canadian offi- 
cer, Captain Rickman. So they 
quarrel and the kid does not show 
up at Conrad's living room, the only 
comfortable spot in the hotel for 
the discontented officers. 

When Grayle does appear, it is 
to cop some of Conrad’s cigarettes, 
for which he is grilled by one of the 
other officers. Second time Con- 
rad’s favored male acquaintance ap- 
pears is with a widow, reputed to 
be of easy virtue. When the girl 
exits to powder her nose, Conrad 
and Grayle again argue bitterly, the 
Captain felling the lad with a short 
right hook. Conrad’s mental con- 
dition becomes worse and a week 
later, after complaining of a band 
of pain around his head, he col- 
lapses. 

Few days later finds Conrad a 
nut. He has centered his devotion 
upon a potted plant, never leaving 
it out of his hands. Officers go on 
duty watching the queer captain, 
and when it is Grayle’s turn he is 
ina panic. Only sign of recognition 
from Conrad is given Grayle and 
when the cap extends his hands and 
runs them down the kid’s arm, who 
quails in terror. Curtain has the 
boy gazing at the mountains with 
that plant in his lap. 

Barton Hepburn, said to be in- 
terested in the production, gives an 
unusual performance as the lisping 
Conrad with a yen for the youth, 
despite its unsavory classification. 
An effort wasted, though it attract- 
ed attention, Ben Starkie is the 
object of the cap’s curious affec- 
tion, but his Grayle is no sweet po- 
tato. Better audience reaction went 
to Lowell Gilmore as a more bal- 
anced flying man and Charles Mc- 
Clelland as the profane Canuck. 

Ibee. 


(Withdrawn after one week; print- 
ed for the record.) 





nighters fig- | 
ured a name in the part would bet- | 





Dayton Folds 


Dayton, O., Feb. 4. 


Dayton Players closed a_ stock 
season here after trying for 11 
weeks to arouse enough interest and 
patronage to make the venture a 
profitable one. Final production 
was ‘Outward Bound.’ 

Ralph Urmy and Harry Gesham, 
operators of the company, which 
was installed in the State, hope to 
complete financial arrangements for 
a spring season try. 
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I. MILLER 
Semi-Annual SHOE SALE 


$s— 


Broken lines of Ingenue 
aod Beautitul Shoes 








{38 








G*° 


Ingenue Models 
Regularly 8.75 








All from regular stock. 
Not every size in every 
style and material. 


i 1552 Broadway (Showfolk Shoe Shop—Open till 9 P. M.)= 


Beautiful- 
DeLuxe Shoes 


From 10.75 to 15.50 








KINSEYS NEAR RECORD 


In Fourth Month at Grand O.H., 
Canton, O. 





Canton, O., Feb. 4. 

The Kinsey Players, now in their 
fourth month at the old Grand 
Opera house here, are well on their 
way to establish a new all-time 
permanent run record for this sec- 
tion of the country. Record is held 
by the Edith Ambler Players, which 
held forth for 26 consecutive weeks 
at the same house three years ago. 

Kinsey Co. has been attracting 
good business to the local house and 


recently inaugurated a _ split-week 
bill policy, playing ‘St. Elmo’ the 
first half of this week, and ‘Reqd 


Hot Mama’ the last half. 


Guild Leases Hollywood 
Playhouse, Builds In Bar 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

Hollywood Theatre Guild has 
leased the Hollywood Playhouse for 
its productions. tuild had previ- 
ously dickered for the Mirror thea- 
tre but couldn't get together with 
the owners. 

Guild will redecorate the house 
and change the balcony into a cock- 
tail bar for its members. 


New Legit 





(Continued from page 55) 


the legit managers here is that 
these students are already respond- 
ing to the loop shows and begin- 
ning to come against that box- 
office. Many of them can’t afford 
even the cheapest of ducats and it 
is understood that arrangements 
are being made whereby authenti- 
cated EEP students will get a 40% 
reduction in ducat price at a ragu- 
lar ‘student rate.’ Managers can see 
an entirely new and vast audience 
for the legit theatre in the making 
and they are doing everything pos- 
sibl to corral these customers. 

Director of the project is Ken- 
neth Carrington, with a board of di- 
rectors composed of three leading 
litertary and legit lights of Chicago. 
Board has Thoda Cocroft, in charge 
of the American Theatere Society 
here and editor-in-chief of the Mid- 
west Literary Review; Dudley 
Crafts Watson, on the board of di- 
rectors of the Chicago Art Institute, 
and Mrs. A, Starr Best, socialite 
theatre patron. 

Pro Production 


Headed by Thoda Cocroft, who 
secured the rights, the EEP is now 
preparing to launch its first profes- 
sional show in the !oop, a modern- 
ized version of ‘The Girl of the 
Golden West. It is believed that it 
will he possible to open this show 
by March 1 and negotiations are 
starting to secure a theatre, quite a 
difficult task at this time, due to the 
jam of shows in the loop. 

Should ‘Girl of the West’ click, the 
Educational Project will present 
two other plays before the summer 
season sets in, at $1.50 top. Also 
will make special concessions to the 
regular EEP students and with an 
enrollment of 10,000 people the 
Project directors believe that they 
are set with at least 9,009 cure cus- 
tomers. Instead of fearing this com- 
petition, the legit managers of Chi- 
cago are going out of their way to 
co-operate with the show, since 
they feel that this is the first step 
taken in the country to develop new 
followers of the legit stage and be- 
lieve that after the EEP has done 
its work and has passed off the 
scene, the 10,000 students will be 
regular legit patrons. 


Lait-Gross Comedy 


‘Hook Up,’ comedy drama with a 
radio background, authored by Jack 
Lait and Stephen Gross, is due for 
production soon. Ornest Truex is 
mentioned for the lead, with Leslie 
Spiller interested in the presenta- 
tion. 

Play was written last season and 
has since been rewritten. 


SPRING LAKE TRYOUT 
Tryout, ‘By Popular Demand,’ by 








|Evelyn Gerstein and Robert Lee 
| Johnson, is set for Spring Lake, 
IN. J. Feb, 14 t 016. 


| Miss Gerstein is the New York 
| film correspondent for the Boston 
Evening Transcript., Johnson now 
on the Coast, wrote and adapted 
the film ‘Gentlemen Are Born’ for 
| Varner Bros, 


TEMATE | 





Tuesday, February 5, 1935 











PLAY OUT OF TOWN 
THE NEW PIONEERS 


Hollywood, Jan. 27. 


Drama in three acts and five scenes by 
Jack Preston. Directed by Sidney Dexter 
and Max Pollock. Cast: John Burton, Annie 
Morgan, Ann Lee True 
Boardman, Houseley Arthur 
Manuel, Christian Colby, Howard Bankes, 
Charles Ellis, Leo McCabe, Ed Wilson, 
Harold Erickson, Hal Taylor. Produced at 
the Hollywood Playhouse b the United 
Civic Theatres, Inc., Jan. Admission 
> and 40 cents, 


Doran, Virginia 
Stevenson, 





As in most plays with a purpose, 
entertainment is here sidetracked 
for propaganda. ‘The New Pioneers’ 
is the story of a hypothetical state, 
‘Maritime,’ which has seceded from 
the union. As it is established that 
this state is on the Pacific and the 
governor, the central character, is a 
former novelist and political com- 
mentator who renounced socialism 
for the New Idea, supposition is that 
the entire affair is based on what 
would have happened if Upton Sin- 
clair had been elected governor of 
California, 

Play is a sketchy affair, which 
shows the workings of this new 
state; how production is for use and 
how everyone is extremely happy. 
A newspaper owner is the heavy. 
However, he is brought to see the 
light by the rejuvenation of his 
scapegoat son through the efforts of 
the governor. In the end the boy 
marries a worker, giving the play a 
slight love interest. 

Author mistakes exits and en- 
trances for movement, and consé- 
uently has his actors failing over 
each other. Speeches are long and 
rainbling preachments lacking in 
plot. There’s nothing in the play 
for either commercial theatre or 
pictures, 

Actors are amateurish with the 
exception of John Burton as the 
governor, Leona Phillips and How~ 
ard Banks as the lovers and Vir- 
ginia True Boardman as Burton's 
wife. Cast, stage hands and even 
the usherettes are in on a co-opera- 
tive basis. Play is supposedly 
backed by the Utopians, but on the 
second night only 27 people were in 
the house, so the whole thing looks 
like deepest hunger. 

Direction is bad. However, calibre 
of most of the performers would be 
a headache for any director. Best 
thing in the show is the sets by Rita 
Glover, also co-op. all, 


Cornell’s Gross 





(Continued from page 1) 

three times and is now definitely. 
dated to end in three weeks, final 
performance being Feb. 23. Re- 
vival of ‘The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ will start the following 
Monday (25), also at the Beck and 
with other shows Usted to follow, 
Miss Cornell will probably play out 
the season here. 

‘Juliet,’ first slated for four weeks, 
will have played nine and one-half 
weeks. Jane Cowl’s ‘Juliet’ at the 
Henry Miller theatre ran for 20 
weeks in 1923 for a record total on 
Broadway of 162 performances. 
While that engagement was profit- 
able, the ticket scale was lower, as 
were also the grosses, the Miller 
having a@ smaller capacity than the 
Beck, 

No ‘Juliet’ has commanded $3.85 
top previously, as does Miss Cor- 
nell’s, nor have any previous pres- 
entations of the classic drawn such 
high grosses. Rehearsals of Miss 
Cornell’s company counted heavily 
in the production outlay. When 
‘Juliet’ was being readied the 
D'’Oyly Carte Opera Company ten- 
anted the Beck so the Cosmopolitan 
was engaged. That wa: accom- 
panied by considerable back stage 
expense, principally to stage hands. 


Air Touts 


(Continued from page 1) 
cast licenses. Walker emphasized 
that after conferences with the old 
Radio Commission last summer, the 
contract was cancelled, the program 
abandoned, and the feature will not 
be resumed. 

Second program which drew gov- 
ernment fire was feature of answers 
to questions by a ‘metaphysician,’ 
which was dropped when contract 
expired at end of December, 1933. 

Request of WBNX for special ex- 
perimental authorization should not 
be granted, Walker informed Com- 
mish, because use of 500 watts power 
is not experimental operation. 





Examiner noted that simple mathe- | 


matical calculations will show the 
result to be obtained by boosting 
power from 250 to 500 and recom- 


mended that regular license be is- 


sued on present basis, although the |} 
increase would not cause objection- | 


able interference and would enlarge 
the station’s present service area. 
Report stressed, however, that power 
boost would accentuate New York’s 
over-quota condition. 


‘DREAM’ BALLET STAGER 
SIGNED FOR NBC TOUR 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 

NBC Artists Bureau has contract- 
ed Nina Thielade for a series of 
concerts throughout the country as 
soon as she completes staging the 
ballet for Warners‘ ‘Midsummer 
Night's Dream.’ 

Between times she will stage 
dances for ‘Dream’ if and when the 
Max Reinhardt production plays 
Radio City. 





a 


Name Arbitrators in 
Barlow Walk Hearing 


Hollywood, Feb. 4, 

Robert Emmett O'Connor, actor, 
and Harry Sokolov, attorney, have 
been named arbitrators in the 
Equity hearing of charges preferred 
against Reginald Barlow by the 
Lucille Ryman Productions. Bar- 
low is accused of causing the fold- 
ing of ‘Blood On the Moon’ at the 
Mayan, Oct, 14, last. 

Arbitrators will choose a_ third 
disinterested party and set a date 
for hearing. 


‘Noah’ Scenic Jam 


Cleon Trockmorton was calied 
before the board of the Scenic 
Artists union on whether he or 


Ludwig Bemelmans is designing the 
sets for ‘Noah,’ to be presented on 
Broadway by Jerome Mayer next 
week. Bemelmans is not a mem- 
ber of the union, membership of 
which is made up of employers and 
employees of scenic outfits. Throck- 
morton explained he designed the 
settings, though there were some 
sketches ordered from Bemelmans 
by Mayer. Throckmorton then sup- 
plied new sketches drawn to scale. 

Mayer is a graduate of the late 
Professor Baker’s drama ‘Work- 
shop.’ Bemelmans, an Austrian 
artist, is also associated in conduct- 
ing the Hapsburg, class restaurant 
on 57th street, N. Y. 


‘Death’ Dies 
‘Death Comes at Sunset’ passed 
out in Philadelphia after trying out 
fone week. Closed Saturday (2). 
Cast was brought back to New 
York and paid off with money on 
deposit at Equity. 


‘CURTAIN’ IN DALLAS 
Dallas, Feb. 4. 

The John McKee players at the 
Uptown are struggling into their 
third week with ‘The Curtain 
Rises.’ 

‘Men in White’ and ‘Good Bye 
Again’ drew only mediocre houses. 

Kirk Lucas and Virginia Stevens 
are the leads. 


Ducats 








(Continued from page 55) 

sell their tickets to plantiffs. In fact 
the code provisions expressly re- 
serve that right and there is a con- 
tract that they will not. Plaintiffs 
can easily get the tickets if they will 
fulfill the conditions which the ticket 
sellers prescribe. Plaintiffs’ griev- 
ance seems to be, not that any one 
is attempting to induce a breach of 
a contract, but that defendants are 
attempting to induce the contracting 
parties to keep their contract. The 
motion for an injunction pendente 
lite is denied.’ 











or 
17 YEARS 


Mfasbeliire 
MASCARA 


has been the favorite of the profes- 
sion. Its non-smarting, tear-proof, 
perfectly harmless qualities have 
earned this outstanding recognition 
from a group particularly fitted to 
appreciate their true value. Now con- 
| tained in the ultra-smart new gold j 
| and scarlet metal package...75 cents 

at all reliable toilet goods counters. 
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Open Big in Philly; Death Stops 


Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 

Exceptional advance sale for ‘Mary 
of Scotland,’ coming into the For- 
rest today (Monday) for a three 
weeks’ stay, and the rave notices 
given by the critics to the Tallulah 
Bankhead revival of ‘Rain’ are 
prominent features in Philly's cur- 
rent legit picture. 

Although management is only an- 
nouncing two weeks of ‘Mary’ and 
the third won’t be announced until 
after the opening, all indications 
point to absolute capacity for all 
performances, something that Philly 
hasn’t seen in years, if ever. Sub- 
scription will hold the grosses down 
some the first two weeks, but even 
with that gross should hit the close 
to $50,000 for the fortnight. And 
third week, without subscription, 


should find $26,000 or better. Chest- 
nut.is the usual subscription house, 
but moved to the Forrest for this 
engagement because of larger ca- 
pacity... 

‘Rain’ epened Friday night (1) at 
the Chestnut to a good, but not by 
any means capacity, house. It was 
a skeptical house, too, because 
Philly saw the first ‘Rain’ and takes 
a kind of personal pride in the show. 
Cricks were all set to slam it; they 
came out raving. Except for Keen 
of the News (tab) the boys said 
Miss Bankhead’s performance was 
as great as that of Jeanne Eagels, 
and intfmated that it may have been 
better. Show is in for eight days 
and this week should see it jump to 
near-capacity, if those rave notices 
mean anything. 

With the Forrest dark all week 
and the Chestnut until Friday, last 
week's spotlight fell on the Garrick 
and Walnut, both of which had new 
shows. ‘On to Fortune,’ at the for- 
mer house, got the first stringers 
and a general panning all along the 
line. ‘Death Comes at Sunset’ at the 
Walnut drew two favorable notices. 
Neither did anything in the way of 
trade, and ‘Sunset’ folded, ‘Fortune’ 
going to Broadway for Monday pre- 
miere, 

Last minute decision kept ‘Small 
Miracle’ in at the Broad, and it got 
a fairly satisfactory $5,700 in its 
third and last week. 

‘Mary’ is this week’s only opening, 
but a flock of bookings have ap- 
peared on the horizon and indica- 
tions are that Philly’s legit season 
is finally ee a the boom stage. 
‘Merrily We Roll Along’ comes to 
the Chestnut next Monday and the 
Walnut gets ‘Cross Ruff.’ At the 
game time, the oft-promised ‘Mrs. 
Moonlight’ finally hits the town as a 
40-center at the Broad, with Edith 
Barrett in the lead. 

On Feb. 18 the Garrick re-lights 
with ‘Times Have Changed,’ try-out 
with Robert Loraine and on the 25th 
‘The Distaff Side’ comes to the 
Chestnut and ‘The Shining Hour’ 
to the Broad. March 18 finds a spe- 
cial revival of ‘Yellow Jack’ at the 
Broad and ‘No Man's a Hero,’ an- 
other try-out, at the Chestnut. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Death Comes at Sunset’ Walnut. 
Second stringers caught it and only 
two of them were kind. Stopped 
Saturday company returning to 
New York when Equity sent funds. 

‘On to Fortune’ (Garrick). This 
nicely-touted try-out a bust here. 
pane all along the line and ghastly 

Z. 

‘Rain’ (Chestnut). Opened Friday 
and did nice, if not sensational, biz 
in three performances. Rave notices 
ye mean big trade this week at 

top. 


‘CHEER’ DELIVERS SRO 
$32,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 


Very big $82,000 estimated for 
ye Thousands Cheer’ at Nixon last 
eek, with one of biggest ticket 

abs in house’s history. Only 
eason figure didn't go above that 
Was because house couldn't hold 
@ngther cash customer. Revue 
Opened to phenomenal advance sale 
&nd by opening day little more 

an balcony and gallery paste- 
oards were available. Show could 
tose d have stayed a second week 
rofitably. 

Looks like a strong finish here to 
@ legit season that got off to wobbly 
t. This month booked solid. 
ornelia Otis Skinner current for 
days, with ‘Bishop Misbe- 
ves,’ ‘Bimpleton of Unexpected 
les’ and D’Oyly Carte cempany 
ollowing her in order named. 
ishop’ and ‘Simpleton’ will be 
ird and fourth of ATS subscrip- 
on series. 

In meantime, George Sharp's pro- 
—. of Drunkard’ at Fort Pitt 
otel continues to make legit his- 
tory locally. Now in twenty-first 
week, it’s still turni ‘em away 
nightly a4 §75-seet au mm. 















| 
Current Road Shows _ 


Week Feb. 4 

Abbey Players, Harris, Chicago 

‘Ah Wilderness,’ American, &8t 
Louis. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Ford, Balti- 
more, 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, 4-6; Shubert, Cincinnati, 
7-9. 

‘Distaff Side,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Dodsworth,’ National, Washing- 
ton. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Colonial’ 
Boston, 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory, Grand 
Opera House, Chicago. 

‘First Legion,’ Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Follies,’ Orpheum, Phoenix, 4; 
Rialto, Tucson, 5; Plaza, El Paso, 
6; Travel, 7; Paramount, Austin, 8; 
Texas, San Antonio, 9. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Pagan Lady,’ 
City. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘Rain,’ Chestnut, Philadelphia. 

‘Roberta,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

Scottish Musical Players, 
langer-Columbia, San Francisco. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ 
Carter, Princeton, 9. 

Walker Whiteside Repertory, 
Chief, Colorado Springs, 4; High 
School, Laramie, Wyo., 5; Lincoln, 
Cheyenne, Co., 6; Travel, 7; Para- 
mount, Salt Lake City, 8; Para- 
mount, Provo, Utah, 9. 


‘FOLLIES’ HITS HIGHEST 
L. A. GROSS IN YRS., 406 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ wound up a sell- 
out seven nights and two mats run 
at the Biltmore here last (Sun) 
night, plus a special matinee Fri- 
day afternoon for the benefit of the 
Actors Fund of America. Take on 
the nine regular -performances was 
$38,000, heaviest in this neck of the 
woods in a long time, while charity 
performance got $2,020. 

‘The New Pioneers,’ based on Uto- 
pianism and EPIC propaganda, fold- 
ed at the Hollywood Playhouse after 
three performances. Gross was 
brutal. 


Shubert, Kansas 


Er- 


Mc- 











DRAPER RESTING 
Buffalo, Feb. 4. 
Ruth Draper closed her tour sud- 
denly at the conclusion of the Buf- 
falo engagement and is en route to 
Honolulu for a rest. 





‘The Magic Spring,’ by Donald 
Blackwell and Theodore St. John, is 
scheduld for tryout at Annendale, 
N. Y., Feb. 7, preliminary to a possi- 
ble New York showing. Likely that 
St. John will have the lead in the 
tryout, 


| $7,000. 
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Ulric $7,000 


Cincinnati, Feb. 4 

A two-for-one paper spread of the 
town last week on ‘Pagan Lady,’ 
with Lenore Ulric, swelled patron- 
age at the Shubert to approximately 
Scale was 55c to $2.20. Comp 
customers paid full tax on second 
ticket. 

House has Cornelia Otis Skinner 


;in rep for last half of this week at 
| $2.20 top. 


BALTO BIG 256 


Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Dodsworth’ grossed a smash ap- 
proximate $25,000 at Ford's last 
week at $2.75 top. Upper shelves 
had been completely sold out in ad- 
vance, and by Wednesday the lower 
floor ‘sales expanded to capacity 
through the engagement. 

‘As Thousands Cheer’ opens at 
Ford’s tonight (Monday) at a $3.30 
top, tallest tap any show has tried 
here this season, ‘Cheer’ is also the 
first revue routed into this town in 
upward of a year. With a heavy 
mail-order sale, b.o. opened last 
Tuesday and there has been a con- 
tinual line at the window since. By 
Saturday night half the seats for the 
week’s engagement had been dis- 
posed of. Show is a cinch to clean 
up. 

Ford’s, the UBO house, is 
next week. 

The indie Maryland has the Civic 
Grand Opera Company opening next 
Monday for a week of repertoire at 
a $1.50 top. Following week, Feb. 
18, Ford’s will relight with ‘Holly- 
wood Holiday’ (‘No Man's a Hero), 
co-starring Ben Lyon, Bebe Daniels 
and Skeets Gallagher. Same week 
the Maryland has three perform- 
ances in two days, 18-19, of ‘Green 
Pastures.’ 

Week of Feb. 25 Ford's will hold 
forth with ‘Merrily We Roll Along.’ 
Nothing has been inked in by the 
Maryland. Ford's has a flock of 
shows promised beyond that, though 
they haven't been assigned definite 
dates, 


FRISCO’S 3 LEGITS, 
IST TIME IN A YEAR 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 

First time in year that Frisco has 
seen three legit houses lighted up 
at once. Business, however, only 
fair despite attractions. President's 
Birthday Ball hit houses hard one 
night. : 

First week of resumption of stock 
at Alcazar under T. C. Carter and 


dark 





E. O. Bondeson did reasonable 
business. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Curran (Curran) ‘Merrily We 


Roll Along’ (2d week). Getting by 
all right at $13,000 but ought to be 
better. Show building. 

Alcazar (C&B) ‘No More Ladies’ 


(2d week). Last week all right at 
$5,500. 
Columbia (Erlanger). Scottish 


Musical Players in Scotch reper- 
tory in second week not too hot at 





$5,000. 





Abbeyites $12,000 in Ist Loop Week: 
‘Stevedore, ‘Vanities Fade to Tabs 





Chicago, Feb. 4. 

Quartet of productions battled for 
the public coin last week and all 
managed to gross profit-making 
figures. However, the loop legit 
scene changes this week, with two 
shows exiting to be replaced by two 
others. 

Two shows are both foldees. ‘Van- 
ities’ concluding its road tour after 
one week at the Grand here, and 
is now being sliced down to open as 
a vaude tab at the B.&K. Chicago, 
Feb. 15. ‘Stevedore’ hasn’t quite 
decided what it’s going to do follow- 
ing its good six-weeker at the Sel- 
wyn as a Drama Union production. 
Most likely bet is that it will tab 
for one week at the B.&K. colored 
Regal and then revert to legit for 
some road tour under colored or- 
ganization auspices. 

Replacing are Eva LeGallienne in 
‘L’Aiglon’ at the Grand, with ‘Con- 
tinental Varieties’ coming into the 
Studebaker tonight (4) for a one- 
week stay. Will get society organi- 
zation backing through the Grace 
Denton management, This repre- 
sents her first venture into legit, 


having previously concentrated on 


concert work 
Other shows on the horizon are 





roduction of ‘Sixteen,’ by 


the local 





Gnaeries 


Freeman, e¢ the Black - 


stone on Feb. 17; ‘Merrily We Roll 
Along’ at the Grand, March 18, and 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, in ‘Manison 
on the Hudson,’ at the Harris, Feb. 
18. 

Fortune Gallo is back in town dis- 
cussing the opening of the proposed 
‘Decameron Nights’ at the Audi- 
torium. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Abbey Theatre Irish Players, Har- 
ris (1,100; $2.20) (2nd week). Hada 
good opening week on fine notices 
throughout the town. Only slightly 
under capacity at $12,000. Will 
make it three sessions. 

‘Continental Varieties,’ Studebaker 
(1,200; $3.80) (Ist and only week). 
Opening night (4) sold under so- 
ciety auspices at $5.50 top. 

‘L’Aiglon,’ Grand (1,200; §2.85) 
Opens tonight (4). 

‘Roberta,’ Erlanger (1,300; $3.30) 
(6th week). Powerful show of the 
season. Last we2k fine $23,000. 

‘Stevedore,’ Selwyn (1,100; $2.20). 
Closed Saturday (2) after splendid 
six-week run. Built steadily and 
was able to boost top from $1.50 to 
$2.20. Fnished to clean-cut $6,500. 

‘Vanities,’ Grand (1,200; $3.30). 
Only one week here and then de- 
cided to call it quits. Dull notices 
retarded pace at 818,000, fairish. 
Goeg vaude teb. 


ON ‘DODSWORTH 


Broadway Shows Pick Up; ‘Accent’ 
$10,000; ‘Old Maid,’ ‘Rain’ Reach 126 





Broadway's leaders stood up well 
last week but of more interest is the 
development of several attractions 
of an indefinite status and now re- 


changed rating. 


‘Old Maid,” a matinee draw, 
moved up to $12,000. ‘Accent on 
Youth’ topped $10,000. ‘Rain from 


Heaven’ got $12,000. Latter held its 
previous pace without benefit of 
subscription support. First two 
shows went to new high figures. 

There are five standouts among 
the dramas and comedies, a much 
stronger display than musicals. 
‘The Petrified Forest’ is the topper 
with $22,300 last week and Kathar- 
ine Cornell's ‘Juliet’ is only a $100 
or so behind. ‘Escape Me Never’ 
and ‘Point Valaine’ both topped 
$20,000 and ‘Personal Appearance,’ 
leading comedy, was virtual capacity 
at $15,000. 


‘Anything Goes’ is the musical 
leader with more than = $32,000 
weekly. ‘The Great Waltz’ is re- 
ported grossing less. ‘Life Begins 
at 8:40’ is the in ‘show’ position. 

Only two plays bowed in last 
week. ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 


comedy, Playhouse, won a favorable 
press and should be in the money. 
‘Prisoners of War, an Enslish 
drama dug off the shelves, opcned 
and closed at the Ritz—one week. 
‘Merrily We Roll Along’ leaves the 


Music Box after this week, the run 
being much shorter than antici- 
pated. Additional closings last 


Vander- 
Bilt- 
Im- 


Saturday—‘Creeping Fire,’ 
bilt; ‘Crime and Punishment,’ 
more and ‘Nowhere Bound,’ 
perial, all flops. 

‘Within the Gates’ was advertised 
to close at the National but im- 
proved enough to warrant contin- 
uance and will probably stick an- 
other three or four weeks. 


Due next week: ‘Rain’ (revival) 
Music Box; ‘Bitter Oleander,’ 
Lyceum; ‘The Eldest,’ Ritz and 
‘Noah,’ Longacre. 


Business generally picked up last 
week, with Saturday’s trade heart- 
ening to the agencies. New York 
has not yet recovered from the bliz- 
zard, however. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Accent On Youth’, Plymouth (7th 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). Still going 
up; last week’s gross bettered $10,- 
000 and engagement now likely to 
last well into spring period. 

‘Anything Goes’, Alvin (12th 
week) (M-1,325-$4.40) It’s the top 
among Broadway musicals; well 
over $32,000 mark. 


‘Children’s Hour’, Elliott (12th 
week) (C-922-$3.30). Little change 
in weekly pace of dramatic hit, 


which looks set for balance of sea- 
son; around $12,000 or more. 

‘Creeping Fire’, Vanderbilt. Yanked 
Saturday; played bit less than three 
weeks. 

‘Crime and Punishment’, Biltmore. 
Yanked Saturday: two weeks. 

‘Escape Me Never’, Shubert (3rd 
week) (CD-1,387-$4.40). Figures to 
accomplish money engagement lim- 
ited to 12 weeks; second week over 
$20,000. 

‘Field of Ermine,’ Mansfield (ist 
week) (D-1,097-$2.75). Presented 
by Crosby Gaige; adapted from 
Spanish by John Garrett Under- 
hill; opens Friday (8); was pre- 
viously announced for National, 
also Biltmore. 

‘Fly Away Home’, 48th Street |4th 
week) (C-969-$3.30). Improvement 
last week indicates moderate money 
chance; takings around $5,500. 

‘It’s You | Want’, Cort (ist week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Presented by J. H. 
Del Bondio and Forrest C. Haring; 
written by Maurice Bradell and 
George Bradshaw; opens tonight. 

‘Laburnum Grove’, Booth (4th 
week) (CD-708-$3.30). Picked up, 
aided by extra space ads; takings 
went close to $5,000; must improve 
further to stick. 

‘Life Begins at 8:40’, Winter Gar- 
den (24th week) (R-1,489-$4.40). 
Slated to stick into March and may 
take to road then; operating to 
some profit at $25,000. 

‘Loose Moments’, Vanderbilt (ist 
week) (8(€4-$2.75) Presented by 
Walter Hartwig; written by Courte- 
nay Savage and Bertram Hobbs; 
opened Monday. 

‘Merrily We Roll Along’, Music 
Box (19th week) (D-1,013-$3.30). 
Final week: started like season- 
long smash but tapered after three 
months: should be big on road; 
$11,000 last week; ‘Rain’ next week. 
‘Nowhere Bound’, Imperial. Yanked 
Saturday; two weeks. ° 

‘Ode to Liberty’, Little (8th week) 
(CD)-530-$3.30). Last two weeks 
announced, but may satay longer: 
moderately paced, with last week’s 
takings around $5,500. 

‘Old Maid’, Empire (5th week) 
(CD-1,096-$3.30). Improved again; 
although draw is at matinees, went 
to new high figure last week at $12,- 
000. 

‘On to Fortune’, Fulton (1st week) 


| 


up the previous week's slack and 
again grossed $15,000; leading laugh 
show. 

‘Point Valaine’, 


Barrymore (4th 


garded as stickers. Grosses of three | week) (CD-1,090-$3.85). Despite dif- 
shows improved enough to earn the |rerence of 


opinion the Coward- 


Lunts combo is drawing big money; 


|second week again over $20,000. 


‘Post Road,’ Masque (8th week) 
(C-730-$3.30). Moderate gxrosser 
using cut rates and will move to 
larger house soon: averaging £5,000 


or slightly less. 
‘Prisoners of War,’ Ritz. Just one 


week; yanked Saturday. 

‘Rain from Heaven,’ Golden (7th 
week) (CD-950-$3.30). With tak- 
ings approximating $12,000 first 
week after subscription period, in- 
dications are engagement wil! last 
through winter. 

‘Revenge with Music,’ New Am- 


sterdam (Sth week) (O-1,717-£3.30). 
Improved last week and now slated 
through winter; takings around 
$16,000. 

‘The Closed Garden.” Announced 
to debut Thursday (7) by licnry 
Forbes and Elihu Glass, but the- 
atre not definite. 

‘The Great Waltz," Center (20th 
week) (O-3,433-$3.30). Up slightly 
for takings around $20,000; operetta 
in Radio City dated to continue 
through winter. 

‘The Petrified Forest,’ Hvroad- 
hurst (5th week) (D-1,116-23.30). 
New dramatic leader held its pace 


and again grossed $22,300; only 
‘Juliet’ is approximating that pace, 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 


house (2d week) (C-86)-$3.30). 
Opened last mid-week to favorable 


press; new laugh show figured for 
moderate money success. 

‘Thumbs Up,’ St. James (7th 
week) (R-1,520-$4.40). Getting 


fairly good money but does not ap- 
proach musical leaders; estimated 
around $23,000 last week. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (61st 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30). Will stick 
as long as profitable; under fall 


pace but satisfactory at around 
$5,500. 

‘Within the Gates,’ National (re- 
peat date) (18th week) (D-1,164- 
$3.30). When business improved 
during announced last week en- 
gagement was extended through 
February; $8,000. 

Other Attractions 

Katharine Cornell in ‘Juliet,’ 
Martin Beck; engagement again 
extended with final performance 
Feb. 23; has averaged over $22,000 
for six weeks. 

‘Sailors of Cattaro,’ 
theatre; 14th street group 
ready ‘The Pit’ to follow soon. 


D’Oyly Gets 166 


Civic Rep 
will 











In 3d Hub Week; 
‘Legion’ Stays On 


Boston, Feb. 4. 


D’Oyly Carte company’s repertoire 
of Gilbert and Sullivan still getting 





the bulk of Boston legit biz. Last 
week, third, grossed $16,000, very 
neat. 


‘First Legion,’ starring Bert Ly- 
tell, has been extended from a two- 
week engagement to four, reflecting 
a pleasing count of $9,500 at the b.o, 
last week. 

Only other legit piece in Hub last 
week was ‘Loose Moments,’ a new 
comedy presented by Walter Hart- 
wig. Hardly more than a house 
warmer 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte Company (Colonial, 








3rd week). Still going strong here 
at $16,000. Next week is its last. 
‘The First Legion’ (Plymouth, 


2nd week). Hub seems to like the 











(C-913; $3.30). Presented by Crosby 
Gaige and Charles Heidt: written by 
Armina Marshall and Lawrence | 
Langner: opened Monday 

‘Personal Appearance’, Miller | 
(17th week) (C-994-$3.30), Pic) 


ithe 


Jesuit play. Stacked up about $9,500 
last week. In for two more. 

‘Loose Moments’ (Wilbur). Lack- 
ing marquee names and support of 
Hub crix this proved to be just an 
in-and-outer. No better than $1.300. 


Cohan, $4,000, Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 4. 
‘Ah, Wilderness!”, sponsored by 





Omaha Drama League, played a 
single performance to the largest 
gate of any show here past two 
seasons, Tech high auditorium, 
seating something over 2,000, was 
filled to capacity at $2.50 top. Total 
approximately $4,009, more than 
twice that of most legit one night 


stop-offs to hit here, 


After presenting two legits this 
month, Drama League is quiet for 
time being, with no attraction 


‘lated for the remainder of the sea- 


on 
nh. 
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portant West-End Site Goe 
Over to Restaurant or Theatre 


London, Jan. 26. 
Haymarket store buildings and 
the adjoining property, most impor- 
tant island site in the West End 
theatre area, has at last really been 
sold, with all the signatures on the 


line. 

Purchasers are M. H. Morris & 
Co., merchant bankers and insur- 
ance underwriters. Property occu- 
pies over 14,000 square feet, with 
320 feet frontage in Haymarket and 
185 feet in Coventry street, both 
most desirable spots in the West 
End, and was originally sold to a 
company some six months ago for 
the purpose of erecting a huge 
building with swimming pools, sun- 
ray baths, big restaurant and caba- 
ret floors. Concern was registered 
as ‘The Arcadium, Ltd.,’ but owing 
to financial difficulties could not 
complete deal. Was, however, in- 
demnified by the new purchasers, 
although lost around $80,000 on the 
venture. 

New company has two schemes on 
hand. One is to erect a huge eatery, 
with the inside to comprise a series 
of international restaurants, such as 
French, English, American, Hun- 
garian, Russian, German, etc., each 
room to have its national charac- 
teristics, types of entertainments 
and orchestras. Such a scheme was 
on foot for the Alhambra, site some 
18 months ago, but fell through, with 
the promoters losing around $50,000 
deposit. 

Other idea is the erection of a 
massive theatre, to seat 5,000, adapt- 
able for both shows and films, with 
stores adjoining and modern apart- 
ment flats, on the American style, 
built above. 

A temporary hold-up to the 
scheme is that a small portion of 
the Haymarket frontage is freehold, 
owned by a firm of tobacconists 
who have been there for genera- 
tions. Negotiations are now on foot 
to buy them out. 

Importance of the location is such 
that it has fed the London news- 
hounds with more stories since it 
became vacant some five years ago 
than the Hitler situation. Site has 
been reported sold at one time or 
another to every film company in 
America, not to mention a half 
dozen big restaurant concerns in 
Europe. It became a standing joke 
any time Fleet street needed a front 
page story to promote a buyer for 
the spot. 

Same company has also just com- 
pleted purchase of Queen’s hotel, 
one of the oldest in Leicester Square, 
and adjoining Metro’s Empire, for 
the purpose of erecting a big res- 
taurant, with a permanent cabaret 
of international entertainers and a 
string of modern flats above. 


ANZAC LEGIT 
PROD. SPREAD 
TO LONDON 


Melbourne, Jan. 17. 

Williamson-Tait is reported fig- 
uring again on breaking into the 
English legit field. Last venture 
was with “Mr. Cinders” some years 
ago. 

Cyril Richards, producer of ‘Ro- 
berta’ here, will go to London 
shortly to take charge of the ac- 
tivities. Before leaving, Richards 
will marry Madge Eliott, with whom 
he has been teamed for years. 
Frank ‘Tait will probably have 
charge of the business end, leaving 
E. J. Tait and Harald Bowden to 
manage the Australian affairs. Last 
year W-T broke into the South 
African field with Gilbert and Sul- 
livan operas and two musicals. 

Financial developments covering 
their Australian business recently 
caused the W-T management heavy 
head throbs following a period of 
thick red because of the decline of 
legit trade. Said that stockholders 
were becoming somewhat restless 
owing to dividends not forthcoming 
as expected, but it is now stated 
that prospects are much brighter, 
and a rearrangement of finances 
will see the organization happy and 
stockholders taken care of. 











‘Bing’ to Move 


London, Jan. 26. 

Prince Littler, who is presenting 
‘The Bing Boys Are Here,’ revival 
at the Alhambra, by arrangement 
with Sir Oswald Stoll, is likely to 
take the show to another West- 
End house after the run at the Al- 
hambra. Show was originally in 
for six weeks with options, with 
Stoll out for bigger percentage if 
Littler wants to stick, and Littler 
just as firm that Stoll’s end of it 
is fair enough now. 

At present show is making money 
for both, and curiously enough is 
drawing the younger element. 
Back stage crew of the house are 
under provisional notice, but the 
artists have had no intimation of 
any pending closure. 


PAYNE'S VAUDE 
IDEA IN PARIS 


Paris, Jan, 26. 
Jack Payne, English bandmaster, 
wants a vaudeville theatre of his 
own in Paris. 
After playing the Pathe-Natan 
vaudefilm circuit for two weeks 
with his band, Payne decided -that 
local vaude is far too slow, and that 
the natives would go big for some- 
thing real and snappy. So he 
started looking around for a thea- 
tre, and is now negotiating with 
two, each seating about 1,500. Ex- 
pects to open one of them in May 
on a straight vaude policy, entirely 
run by himself. 
Wants to bill 15 or more acts, 
each cut to the bone and moving 
fast, with the curtain coming down 
as soon as the act is done—which 
doesn’t happen here _ normally. 
Thinks American and English num- 
bers can be used largely, both be- 
cause they’re snappier than the 
native variety and because (in 
Payne’s opinion) the higher class 
French can understand enough 
English to get by. 
With the Pathe-Natan theatres 
already wavering on their vaude 
policy, and talking of revues for the 
flesh part of their programs, 
Payne’s project is timely. 


New Grosvenor Show 


London, Jan, 26. 

Felix Ferry’s second floor show 
opened at Grosvenor house. Gomez 
and Winona are the headline at- 
traction, and voted the classiest 
ball-roomers around here in several 
years. Arnaut Brothers, known 
here in vaudeville, proved a big 
laugh on cabaret floor, and Emilee 
Adreon, formerly Bernice and Em- 
ilee, who played the Palladium a 
couple of seasons ago, revealed a 
line of comedy aptly suited to 
cabaret intimacies, Vale and Stuart, 
two good-looking dancers, also in 
the hit class. 

Bunch of good-looking American 
girls surround the talent to advan- 
tage. 




















Dennis at Savoy 


London, Jan. 26. 

Gene Dennis has come to an 
arrangement with the Savoy hotel 
to appear at their tea dances, and 
opens Jan. 28 for a run. This is 
the result of her last appearance at 
the Savoy some eight months ago, 
when she was put in as an experi- 
ment and proved so successful she 
stayed three weeks, Present ar- 
rangement calls for a cut-in of 90c 
per head, whereas during her last 
engagement her share was 35c. 

She is not troubling much about 
local vaudeville dates, 








Vivian’s Revue 


London, Jan. 26. 

The Honorable Anthony Vivian is 
plotting a new revue. Book is by 
Bruce Sievier and music by Peggy 
Cochrane. Backers like show, and 
are ready to finance, but they in- 
sist John Tilley be starred. 

Vaudeville theatre is the likely 
spot for the show, if and when it 





goes through, 





No Business 





Paris, Jan. 26. 

A clown is no businessman, 
according to decision of a 
French court. 

Local circus had summoned 
a ring comedian before the 
Tribunal de Commerce, which 
is reserved for business dis- 
putes, in a suit for damages on 
contract-jumping allegation, 
Clown's lawyer pleaded that 
clowning was no business, and 
court was therefore incompe- 
tent. 

Court acquiesced and dis- 
missed the suit. 


MUSICAL TABS 
PLUS PIX 
AT MOULIN 


Paris, Jan. 26. 


Vaudefilm policy at the Moulin 
Rouge, recently started by Pathe 
Natan, may soon be abandoned, and 
an elaborate revue substituted for 
the vaude part of the program. 
Moulin was originally known as a 
revue house, and Mistinguett played 
there for years. 

Mitty Goldin, booking agent who 
has what they call the ‘artistic di- 
rection’ of the theatre, announces 
that he'll try to resurrect the old 
spirit of the Moulin and still keep 
films in. Plans to put on revues 
running an hour and a half. 

Bills will change every two weeks, 
as is the case of vaudefilm at pres- 
ent. Complete shift of scenes, cos- 
tumes and cast at end of that pe- 
riod. Name stars will be used, 
Goldin says. 

Same shows will undoubtedly be 
booked in other houses Goldin con- 
trols, which total five in Paris at 
present. All now are vaude spots. 
‘Hortensias Sisters,’ Duvernois oper- 
etta which was a hit at the Nou- 
veautes last season, is probable 
starter of the n°w policy. 

















Tough Censors 





(Continued from page 11) 


got by the local censors on a sec- 
ond submission, after having been 
banned a week. | 

‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) still 
lacks permission for French show- 
ing, despite United Artists’ diplo- 
matic waiting policy lasting months. 





The Hague, Jan. 24. 
Censor put the lid on Para- 
mount’s ‘Belle of the Nineties.’ De- 
cision was directed more against 
the acting of Mae West than 
against the reel itself. 
A French film ‘Le Champion,’ pro- 
duced by Naupuas also banned. 


Anti-Natan 


(Continued from page 11) 


theatre owner and operator remain 
as ever and he is still the kingpin 
of local picture business. 

Anti-Natan rumblings finally 
broke seriously last Tuesday (28) 
when Leon Bailby, powerful editor- 
publisher of Jour, right wing morn- 
ing paper, began a strong attack 
against the film man in his news- 
paper. On the same day Robert 
Dirler served a summons on Natan 
to appear before the Tribunal de 
Commerce to argue why an expert 
should not be appointed on behalf 
of the Pathe-Natan stockholders to 
officially examine Natan’s manage- 
ment of the company. Complaint 
accuses Natan of the creation of 
numerous subsidiaries with the ob- 
ject of concealing operation meth- 
ods from stockholders of the hold- 
ing company. Goes on to charge 
that Pathe-Natan is in perilous 
financial condition. 

The Jour article, based on Dirler’s 
charges, accused Natan of running 
the business into the ground. It 
promises more fireworks, of a seri- 
ous political intent, for the near 
future. 








Bailby printed a few short para- 
graphs containing insinuations 
against Natan’s finances some 


weeks ago without actually getting 
libelous and then refused all Pathe- 
Natan advertising so as to be free 





for future attacks. There has been 
beaucoup Pathe-Natan advertising 





Plays Abroad 


Tonight We Improvise 





Paris, Jan. 18. 

Presented by Georges Ludmilla, Pitoeff 
and their company. Drama by Luigi Piran- 
dello, adapted in French by Benjamin 
Cremieux. Presented at Mathurins, Paris, 
Jan. 17, 19385, 
POCMOE. coccveseccoecccescoseses Emile Drain 
DORRIT. 0 00 0600006006666000662 ..Mady Berry 
BEteml. ceccvccesccccocccoees Ludmilla Pitoeff 
Titine®. sd. cccccccccccscesecccccess Agnes Capri 
Pifine. cccccccccccccscccccecss NenAR Ge Vero 
NOMOCES. co ccccccsevecccces Laurence Rivoit 
BOMtA. occcocec ecccceces eeccccecccce e+. Jean 
BRIER. cc ccccvesccccccescvescsccccene Yvetie 
SESOR VOSClecoceseeseses Samson Fainsilber 
PORTE ccc cuceccensceccese Pierre Chevalley 
PUOUGT «ec vcdestesecvceeeet tenes Andre Certes 
BEOMBGIR . nc ecdecccscoccveccscee Louis Salou 
POM. ccetcesscoccnce -»-.-Raymond Dagan 
BawrTel. occccccccccvcccecesece Robert Hommet 
BIMBO es scccscesccescececceesceecees Floryse 
PIMMIRE. ccoccececceccccecececcess Jean Lenoir 
PrOGUCEP. cccccccececceccces Georges Pitoeff 





Pitoeff production of this Piran- 
dello piece was prepared in the 
presence of the author, if not under 
his actual direction, and is there- 
fore important as an indication of 
his current ideas. He wants to take 


those ideas to Hollywood, and is ac- 
tually negotiating with one or more 
major companies fer a chance to do 
so, 

Play is the last of the Pirandello 
trilogy about the theatre, which 
started with ‘Six Characters.’ First 
thing Pirandello wants to do at Hol- 
lyweod is ‘Six Characters,’ for 
which he has already written a con- 
tinuity, and in which he himself 
wants to play the author. 

Current production throws light 
on Pirandello’s idea of several 
planes in a film. ‘Improvise’ is per- 
formed on three imaginary planes, 
that of the living characters of the 
play, that of the actors and that of 
the producer. Pitoeff actually ap- 
pears on the stage as the producer, 
makes a long introductory speech in 
his own character, and in the first 
two acts is constantly butting into 
the action, conversing with the ac- 
tors, and being addressed by them 
by his own name. 

At the same time the actors con- 
stantly move in and out of their 
parts. Sometimes Emile Drain and 
Mady Berry are themselves, talk- 
ing about the difficulty of improvis- 
ing on the stage and calling the 
other members of the cast by their 
own names; sometimes they are the 
mother and the father of the four 
girl characters, and sometimes a 
strange mixture of the two. 

Apply that to a film and have 
Paul Muni, for instance, sometimes 





of late, the other papers getting the 
gravy on Natan’s defense. 

Battle has been fought to some 
extent in the press from the first. 
Anti-Natan trade papers have been 
printing carefully veiled attacks, 
including the circulation of a rumor 
that Pathe owes Kodak $1,600,000 
on its raw film account, and that 
Kodak, to secure the debt, has a 
lien on the capital stock and bonds 
of one of the leading Pathe sub- 
sidiaries, and maybe on the Join- 
ville studios, too. 

On his side, Natan has been pub- 
lishing statements of the successful 
operation of his firm in 1934, claim- 
ing that he produced 10 films, 
although his list includes some 
which were not completed within 
the year. 

Finance committee of Chamber of 
Deputies, in which Natan has al- 
ready been mentioned, is rumored 
as a likely scene for an attack on 
him when it‘meets again next week. 


Paris Distribs 


(Continued from page 11) 


Venloo and Roger Weil, who belong 
to the new association and were 
at first slated for a committee, yet 
remain in the Chambre. 

Neither did meeting hit the chief 
aim of the new bunch, the booking 
combine fight. That will come later. 
General problems were discussed, 
such as arranging a stamp tax on 
contracts to provide funds to run 
the association, and methods of ap- 
plying coercion to exhibs to make 
them observe running contracts. 

Latter subject is an important 
consideration, for at present there 
is no way of making a French ex- 
hib live up to the contract he signs. 
One American exec describes the 
situation by saying he wouldn't 
give a nickel for any signed con- 
tract in his files, except those 
which happen to be with friendly 
exhibs. 

It’s going to make trouble, how- 
ever, if the association starts to 
get tough in the name of the dis- 
tribs, because one of the chief trade 
allies of the new outfit, and par- 
ticularly of the Americans, is the 
exhibs’ association run by Ray- 
mond Lussiez, and he’s not going to 
be able to stand for attacks on his 
constituents. 











himself before the camera and at 
other moments in the same picture 
play a convict part! It’s a lot 
simpler to do in films, because of 
trick photography and easy transi- 
tions from scene to scene: here it 


all had to be done on a simple 
stage. 

Technique Is most strikingly 
shown in the third act. During first 
two acts conflicts between Piteoff 


and his actors, who in turn are 
struggling between their own per- 
sonalities and those of their char- 
acters, are frequent and disturbing, 
They finish by deciding he is gum- 
ming. up the works and throw him 
out of the theatre. After intermis- 
sion they go on with the ‘improvi- 
sation’ themselves. 

Act opens with Mme. Berry and 
the actresses who play Titine, Fifine 
and Nenette coaching © Ludmilla 
Pitoeff in her part of Mimi, who hag 
married a sexual maniac who in 
jealousy of her past has locked her 
and her children in a sort of tower. 
They get a box of makeup and, part- 
ly as actresses, but increasingly as 
her mother and sisters, they whiten 
her face and her hair and pityingly 
put rings under her eyes, to show 
how her terrible married life has 
told on her. The Pirandello idea of 
the planes—just two of them, here— 
is perfectly put over. 

Mme, Pitoeff then plays her big 
scene without interference by her 
colleagues in the cast, except that 
the voices of the mother and sis- 
ter are occasionally heard off stage 
in comment. She dies at the end, 
and the mother and sister rush in 
to pick her up. They find that Mme. 
Pitoeff, the actress, has fainted in 
the emotion of her part, and they 
frantically get hold of Georges 
Pitoeff, as her husband in real life, 
to help her. " 

How far this can go in commer- 
cial theatre—or films—is_ pretty 
doubtful. Pirandello idea, daring 
and original as it is, is fundamental- 
ly a proposition in aesthetics. Hard 
to reconcile this with Hollywood re- 
quirements. He wants to show how 
the artist creates life that is realler 
than real life, and wants to use the 
films to show the conflicts of this 
creation. Maybe one of the more 
highbrow producers could do some- 
thing with the notion and at the 
same time cash in on all the Nobel 
prize publicity, if he didn’t let Pir- 
andello go too far. Stern. 


Maria Bashkirtcheff 


3udapest, Jan. 20. 


Play in three acts by Lajos Balint and 
Erno Anday, at the National theatre, 
Budapest. In the cast: Gizi Bajor, Ma- 
riska Vizvary, Magda Olty, Lllona Aczel, 
Theodore Uray, and Attila Pettreo. 





Maria Bashkirtcheff is known in 
the literature of the late nineteenth 
century by her famous Journal, the 
confessions of a beautiful Russian 
aristocratic girl, center of the world 
of wit, wealth, and fashion in Paris 
and Rome in the eighteen-eighties. 
Worshipped by men, but untouched 
by their passion, she was devoured 
by a thirst for fame and glory and 
tried to make herself immortal by 
her paintings. She died of tuber- 
culosis when she was twenty-four 
and became famous, not through 
her paintings, but through her 
Journal, which reveals her fascinat- 
ing, brilliant, capricious, interest- 
ing personality with entire sin- 
cerity. 

It is this personality which the 
authors have taken for their sub- 
ject. Play follows the data of the 
Journal closely, plot centering 
around her unbounded ambition. 
It is her hated rival, the girl who 
wins the Gold Medal of the Salon, 
which she herself covets, who at 
last shows her that no Woman and 
no artist can live a complete life 
without love. When Maria at last 
realizes this and lends an ear to 
the suit of Bastien-Lepage, the 
painter, it is too late: she is dying. 

Although the story has its dra- 
matic moments, it Is too epic to be 
really effective on the stage. It is 
merely a background to the color- 
ful, romantic, brilliant personality 
of a woman: nothing more than @ 
grand feminine role. Miss Bajor 
acquitted herself in it admirably. 
Some of her scenes, such as the 
one in which she overhears her 
own death verdict pronounced by 
the doctor and her aunt and, un- 
seen by them, may not give her- 
self away but has to overcome her 
shock and grief in silence, are &n- 
forgettable. 

The sumptuous setting of cos- 
mopolitan society of the upper- 
world in Paris and Rome at the 
picturesque period when bustles 
were worn is an attractive back- 
ground. On the whole, a first-rate 
picture proposition, particularly on 
the Continent, where many people 
are acquainted with the ‘Journal 
and the type that Maria Bashkirt- 
cheff personified. Curiously enough, 
a producer, Andor Zsoldos, had that 
idea before this play came out, and 
is making a picture, not of the play 
but of the original ‘Journal,’ with 
Lily Darvas in the part of Maria. 
Picture is to be made in German 
only, financed by Zsoldos, the pro- 
ducer; Lily Darvas, the star, and 
Paul Abraham, the eomposer. 

Jacobi. 
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Paris City News 


First city news association ever 
to be organized in Paris will start 
functfoning Feb. 1 under James Ed- 
monds, American newspaperman, 
who has secured local backing for 
his project. Agency, to be known as 
Paris News Bureau, will attempt to 
cover town as no organization has 
ever done before, and will cater to 
135 foreign correspondents here, 
with emphasis on American agen- 
cies and specials. 

Edmonds himself will be news 
chief, with Robert Stern, former 
Chicago Tribune reporter, second in 
command and handling the night 
trick. Big group of French report- 
ers, mostly on retainers, will phone 
in flashes, which will be rewritten 
and distributed by the bureau's 
American staff, handling both lan- 
guages. News will be distributed 
by telephone and messenger, in 
French and English. Small staff of 
American reporters will cover strict- 
ly American stories. 

Object is to provide the routine 
protection which every correspond- 
ent has got to have and which now 
costs big money in French contacts, 
with little satisfaction. Service will 
be given to everybody free for a 
month, as an introduction, and then 
will be sold. 





Rice Blasting Again? 

Elmer Rice’s newest play, ‘Not 
for Children,’ won’t be produced— 
at least for the time being. But it 
is being brought out in book form 
by Coward-McCann. It’s a play 
about the theatre and is figured to 
be some more hot comment by the 
playwright on critics, ete. 

Involved in the action are a lot 
of Broadway characters, among 
them a radio announcer, a Broad- 
way legit manager, a professor, a 
critic, a playwright, an actress, etc. 
On either side of the stage are sup- 
posed to be a man and a woman 
who discuss the characters and ac- 
tion as it happens. 

Just in case that doesn’t put his 
whole point over, Rice is also writ- 
ing an introduction for the play 
which discusses ‘certain problems 
which confront the playwright in 
the modern theatre.’ 


From Books to Music 

Bruce Humphries, Inc., Boston 
book publisher, has added a music 
department. Issuing not only books 
about music and musicians, but 
sheet music as well. 

On the music list is ‘Croodlin’ 
Doo,’ the Eugene Field poem set to 
music by Roy Newman, and ‘Slum- 
ber Song,’ by Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, the three-time Pulitzer 
Prize winner for poetry, who makes 
his bow as a composer with this 
Piece. Words are by a fellow-poet, 
Louis V. Ledoux. 








Barron Now AP City Editor 


Mark Barron has moved up in the 
Associated Press, being appointed 
city editor in New York. Post was 
formerly held by Byron Darnton, 
now onthe staff of the N. Y. Times. 

Barron will continue to review 
legit shows for AP, but his Broad- 
way column will be assumed by 
James Reston, who also will handle 
radio. Willard Keefe will resign 
from the N. Y. American copy desk 
to become Barron's assistant, 





Reprinting Mag Serials 

Book publishing plans of Harold 
Goldsmith and Harry Steeger, chain 
mag publishers, fully completed. 
Will call the affiliate to their Popu- 
lar Publications the Hartney Press, 
with Hurd Whitney in = charge. 
Whitney resigned from Morrow to 
take the post with Goldsmith and 
Bteeger. 

Hartney Press books will not be 
originals, but reprintings of the 
serials carried in the Popular Publi- 
Cations mags. 





Unholy Hollywood 

Unholy Hollywood, 100-page 
Pamphlet by anonymous local scribs 
now on the press with a first print- 
ing of 50,000 copies aimed at a two- 
bit newstand sale, is latest typo- 
Sraphical blister on the screen col- 
Ony. Contains strong blasts at fan 
Mags, celebs’ marriages and di- 
Vorces, etc, 

Material had previously been sub- 
mitted to several syndicates, but 
was nixed. 





Macfadden’s Whodunit 
Vogue for real-life detective tales 
has prompted Macfadden to get out 
& new mag of that type, Famous De- 
tective Cases. A monthly edited by 


Herbert Bowden, it will. use actual 
detective cases. 

Joseph Appelgate, who was fea- 
ture editor of the defunct Graphic, 
Wili do a series for the new mag. 





Injured Scribe Prize 

The Paris newspaperman who 
gets himself most seriously bunged 
by a cop, or otherwise injured in 
line of duty each year, will get $135 
prize to remember it by. ‘Friends 
of Jean Vertex’ have just founded 
this annual award, and recipient 





the Goncourt Academy and other 


| 


will be picked every year at a din- 
ner to be held January 11, just like | 


| bodies pick recipients of literary | 


| prizes. 

| Vertex is a reporter who lost an 
eye as a result of a dispute with a 
policeman in the rioting a year ago. 
His friends grouped to help him get 
damages, and now that they've won 
this fight they intend to go on con- 
tributing money to similar victims. 





Pushing Mirror’s Mag 

A. J. Kobler, relieved of many of 
his duties as publisher of the Daily 
Mirror, will concentrate on a na- 
tional distribution of the Mirror’s 
Sunday mag section as a week-end 
supplement for other dailies. Since 
the American Weekly is used by the 
Hearst papers, Kobler will offer the 
Mirror mag to non-Hearst sheets. 

Kobler for years headed the 
American Weekly, which now has 
a combined circulation in excess of 
5,000,000. With the 1,300,000 Sunday 
Mirror circulation as a starter, 
Kobler expects to exceed that of 
the American Weekly. 

Business and advertising of the 
Mirror mag will hereafter be han- 
dled apart from the paper itself, 
with a staff now being organized. 
New organization formed. by Kobler 
for this purpose is to be known as 
Sunday Magazines, Inc. Jack Lait 
continues as editor. 





Irish Coining On Basketball 

Ned Irish, who resigned from the 
staff of the World Telegram, N. Y., 
to turn sports promoter, has been 
successful with his initial attempt, 
that of college basketball double- 
headers in Madison Square Garden. 
First three shows were sell-outs, 
last week’s events being not so well 
attended. Three more basketball 
cards are scheduled. 

Irish has an agreement with the 
Garden which extends for two more 
seasons. Sports writer is also con- 
nected with the National Football 
League (professional), doing public- 
ity and statistical work. 





Busy Man 

Press of editorial work has kept 
Jack Lait from covering the Haupt- 
mann trial, it being the first major 
murder case he has missed. He at- 
tended but two sessions at Fleming- 
ton, N. J. 

Lait is tied down with the conver- 
sion of the New York Journal’s 
Saturday mag supplement, which 
goes into tabloid form, handling the 
Sunday edition of the Mirror and, 
in addition to other King Feature 
assignments, is on the radio twice 
weekly, 





Gortatowsky Elevated 

J. D. Gortatowsky has been ap- 
pointed assistant general manager 
of Hearst newspapers. He was 
formerly business manager for King 
Features, the Hearst syndicate. 

’ Directly after being elevated 
‘Gorty’ became acting chief execu- 
tive of the Hearst string when 
Harry Bitner, the g.m., was stricken 
with pneunjnia in Washington and 
went to Florida to recuperate. Ward 
Greene now has’ Gortatowsky’s 
berth at King Features, 





Sobel’s Revival 

Farrar & Rinehart is doing an 
unusual revival of Bernard Sobel’s 
‘Indiscreet Girl’, published a couple 
of years ago, in order to tie in with 
the anticipated ‘Great Ziegfeld’ 
(Untversal Pictures) exploitation 
when that film is released. Sobel 
was the last p.a. for Ziggy. 

Same publishers, in view of Time 
and Fortune’s recent references to 
Sobel’s ‘Burleycue’ book, are think- 
ing of a popular reissue, quoting 
Sobel as an authority on burlesk. 





Plans New Class Mag 

Teddy Epstein back from Florida 
with a tan and an idea for a new 
class mag on which he 1s starting 
immediately. Epstein’s idea is for 
a periodical as a cross between The 
New Yorker and Esquire, for the 
metropolitan area only. 

Epstein reported talking to Cor- 
nellus Vanderbilt, Jr. to take the 
editorship. 





Barrie Play In May 

Sir James M. Barrie has signed a 
contract with Good Housekeeping 
for publication of his new play, the 
first he has written in 14 years. 
Play taken from Margaret Ken- 
nedy’s novel, ‘The Fool of the Fam- 
ily’, which appeared serially “in 
Good Housekeeping, 











‘A House Divided’ ($2.50) 
‘Another Caesar’ ($3.00) 


ereeeeeeee 


‘Via Mala’ ($2.50) 


‘While Rome Burns’ ($2.75) ..... 


‘Why Not Try God’ ($1.00) 
‘Skin Deep’ ($2.00) 
‘42 Years in the White House’ ($3. 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Feb. 2, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 
‘Heaven's My Destination’ ($2.50) ... 





‘Heaven High Hell Deep’ ($2.50) ......+.++++-By Norman Archibald 


eee ewer eee ee eee 


‘Forty Days of Musa Dagh’ ($3.00) .....e..e.. ..-By Franz Werfel 
Non-Fiction 


‘American Diplomatic Game’ ($3.00) By Drew Pearson and 


50) 
“100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) .. 


eecceseeeee by Thornton Wilder 
cocccocsvons ey Freari: @, Buck 
....- By Alfred Neumann 


»».-By John Knittel 


Alexander Woollcott 


Constantine Brown 
By Mary Pickford 
..--By M. C. Phillips 
By Irwin H. Hoover 
By Arthur Kallet and F. Schlink 


eeeeeeeeee 











U. P.’s Springboard 

Prize spot with the United Press, 
outside of some of the top execu- 
tives, is the motion picture-radio 
editorship, judging from the way 
these lads have gone on from the 
position in the last seven years. 
Starting with Dale Van Every, who 
had the job when U.P. first de- 
cided to cover films and radio, four 
men have left for other fields. Van 
Every is now scenario writer for 
Paramount oan the Coast. 

D. N. Parry, who succeeded Van 
Every left to go with Doubleday- 
Doran as publicity chief after hold- 
ing down job less than a year. Paul 
White served as United Press radio- 
picture editor for about two years, 
and then he departed for Columbia 
Broadcasting as vice-president of 
Columbia News Service. At’ present, 
he is director of all public events 
and special features for the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System. 

G. Byron Winstead, who followed 
White into U.P., stayed for more 
than a year and then resigned to 
go with a major utility company at 
Houston as publicity director. 








Radio Guide to 10c 
Radio Guide, sectional ether fan 
mag, slated to go up a nickel to a 
dime for its weekly issue 
Also planning to add a rotograv- 
ure insert. 





From Scribe to Broker 
Walter Merkel, who has been a 
financial writer for the last 10 years 
on New York dailies, has joined the 
staff of Stokes, Hoyt & Co., stock 
brokerage. 





CHATTER 

Julian Huxley coming to N. Y. 

Harry A, Franck has a new pub- 
lisher, Stokes, 

Gordon Sinclair on the way to 
Buenos Aires. 

Ella K. Maillart has gone from 
Asia to China. 

When not writing poetry, Merrill 
Moore is a practicing medico. 

Phil Stong coming into town from 
his Connecticut place more often. 

Nancy Hoyt has written a biog of 
her sister, Elinor Wylie, the poetess. 

The Virginia Quarterly Review is 





Webb Artz, incumbent, has re- 
mained at the post longest. He's 
been in charge since 1930. In addi- 
tion, Artz edits the Oceanic: News 
letter. ; 





James Malcolm Dead 
James Malcolm, editor of publi- 
cations for New York State,: died 


Jan. 30 in Albany. Formerly a 
newspaperman, Malcolm covered 


politics for dailies in St. Louis and 
Chicago before coming’ to Albany 
many years ago as legislative cor- 
respondent for The Knickerbocker 
Press. 





Sexy Title Tabooed 

Achmed Abdullah’s ‘Seven Lovers 
of Jane McNeill’ will be serialized 
in Cosmopolitan under the title of 
‘A Woman Belongs.’ Publishers 
objected to the sexiness of the 
original handle. First of a series of 
six Chinese yarns by Abdullah to 
appear in Liberty is titled ‘We Are 
Two, Not Three.’ 





Alexander Black Marries 

Alexander Black, 76-year-old art 
editor for King Features, who for- 
merly was Sunday editor of the 
World, N. Y., was married to Edith 
O'Dell. Latter is a newspaper- 
woman and lecturer. 

Black was widowed last summer 
through a motor car. accident. 
Couple are honeymooning at Bra- 
denton, Fla. 





Cerf Expanding 

Bennett Cerf is adding a new pub- 
lishing department to his Modern 
Library and Random House to be 
known as Ferret Library. It will 
consist only of reprints of detective 
yarns. Dozen titles already picked 
by Cerf as a starter. 

Ferret books will be marketed by 
Grosset & Dunlap and A. L. Burt. 





Three on Diesels 

Rex W. Wadman, who recently 
resigned as general manager of the 
mags, Diesel Power and Motorship, 
has formed a new publishing or- 
ganization to issue a trio of mags 
covering the motor field. The three 
are Diesel Engineering, American 
Motorship and the Diesel Engineer- 
ing Manual. 





Paul Issuing Topicals 
Norman Paul, -active in Chicago 
publishing circles, going into book 
publishing on his own under the 
name of the Norman Paul Publish- 
ing Co. 
Plans don’t include fiction. 





Hobo Sleuth Arrives 

Frederick Stokes Co. will publish 
‘Murder on the Moon,’ detective 
story by Garnett Weston, Holly- 
wood film writer. Weston also has 
options for three others. All of them 
will centre around the same sléuth- 
ing character, a cultured hobo, 


ten years old with the April num- 


ber, 
J. D. Beresford has just had his 


42nd book published, It’s ‘Peck- 
over.’ 
After so many _ short stories, 


Agnes. Burke Hale is writing her 
first novel. 

Caroline F. Ware has written a 
history of Greenwich Village of the 
1920-30 era. ‘ 

Nat J. Ferber now doing a biog 
of Judge Salvatore Cotillo, the New 
York jurist. 


That forthcoming new novel 
of Isidor Schneider’s is mostly 
biographical. 


Mme. .Tatiana Tchernavin, author 
of ‘Escape from the Soviets,’ is now 
on lecture tour. 

Beatrice Curtis Brown, the novel- 
ist, is a daughter of the literary 
agent, Gurtis Brown. 

The first volume alone of Will Du- 
ran’t new series of books will con- 
tain around a half million words. 

William Seabrook, the explorer, 
has bought a farm near Rhinebeck, 
N. Y. Has decided to settle down. 

Dorothy Bennett has two books 
published on the same day, one by 
Doubleday-Doran and the other by 
Caxton. 

Since Joseph Hergesheimer has 
declared he won't write another 
novel, Knopf is reissuing some of his 
old ones, 

Courtney Ryler Cooper going to 
the Ringling circus winter quarters 
in Sarasota, Florida, for color for a 
new circus story. 

Stanton A, Coblentz going to the 
Coast for the winter and will take 
the editorial offices of his mag, 
Wings, with him. 

Leo Margulies, who edits a heap 
of pulp mags, selecting the best of 
the pieces he has published for a 
book compilation. 

William Harlowe Briggs of Har- 
per Bros. with Metro on the side as 
literary advisor in the scenario de- 
partment in New York. 

Olin Downes, New York Times 
music crick, will have a book, ‘Sym- 
phonic Masterpieces,’ published by 
the Dial Press next month. 

Joseph Dicker and Dave Cohen 
have formed the Klondike Publish- 
ing Co. Plan to get out a couple of 
fiction mags, titles not yet fixed. 

Walter Duranty, the New York 
Times’ roving foreign correspondent, 
has picked ‘I Write As I Please’ as 
the title for the book he is doing 
for Essandess. 

Collected musical writings of the 
late Philip Hale, music and drama 
crick of the Boston Herald for 30 
years, will be published in a book 
by Doubleday-Doran. 

Mag of the Screen Writers’ Guild 
folding with current issue. 30b 
Neville of Fox took over the burial 
issue. Scripterg all too busy to 
write for their own house org. 

Malcolm Campbeil, the auto 
novel, 





speedster, has written a 
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Book Reviews 


The Last Stand 

There will be those who will 
think that Robert Nathan's new 
book, ‘Road of Ages’ (Knopf; $2.50), 
is his finest. It is the book of the 
month selection for February, and 
will, at the very least, arouse a lot 
of comment. Concurrently Nathan's 
last book, ‘One More Spring,’ is 
being released as a film (Fox), 
which should help this one. 

It is Nathan's fantasy-spinning at 
its best and most mature. Story 
opens with the supposition that all 
the Jews have been chased out of 
all the countries of the world and 











have found only one haven, the 
Gobi desert. They are all going 
there. But on the road they still 
can’t forget their own troubles, 
quarrels and arguments. It’s sen- 


sitive and fine writing and accurate 
character delineation at its best. It 
won’t make a film. 





Weak Book, But Good Scribe 


While very little probably will be 
heard about ‘Shabby Tiger,’ by 
Howard Spring (Covici-Friede; 
$2.50), the author may very well be 
headed towards importance as @ 
writer. It’s one of those annoying 
books which has a lot of good writ- 
ing, a lot of fine plotting and enough 
bad work In both to keep it from 
coming through. What Mr. Spring 
needed more than anything on this 
book was an expert copy-reader 
with a sizable pair of shears. 

Even so the story of the artist 
son of a rich and titled Briton, who 
preferred to live in poverty and 
honestly, could be made into an in- 
teresting film. 





Workmanlike Tragedy 


Princess Paul Troubetskoy, in her 
‘Gallows Seed’ (Kendall and Sharp}; 
$2.50), exhibits an expert technique 
in handling the familiar plot of the 
middle class man who seduces & 
young cou..try girl and makes way 
with her when he falls in love with 
her mistress. 
theme as Drieser’s ‘American Trage 
edy’, but the scene is laid in Enge 
land near Portsmouth prison, and 
the color is wholly different, 

But it is not so much the plot as 
the telling which holds the reader, 
She twists and snarls the situa- 
tions with a skill that is not fre- 
quently displayed by modern day 
authors. Scarcely for pictures be- 
cause, of the seduction, but somee 
thing to be read. 





Omnibus of Crime 

Norman Klein is one of the very 
best whodunit spinners, although 
he’s never had luck enough to catch 
on. He belongs in the Hammett- 
Whitfield class, combining realistie 
good writing with clever deduction- 
ing. Perhaps what Klein needs to 
do is invent a dick character whom 
the mass imagination can hop onto 
and hold and keep him running 
through a few yarns. His newest 
book, ‘Terror by Night’ (Farrar & 
Rinehart; $2), is a peach of a yarn 
laid in Long Island among the silke 
romper mob. It’s Klein’s best since 
‘No, No! The Woman.’ Could be 
filmed, too. 

‘Murder Unleashed,’ by Dorothy 
Bennett (Crime Club; $2), is fast 
and colorful, involving the career 
of a radio tenor under suspicion for 
a crime he didn’t commit and man- 
ages to puzzle it out to save his 
neck. Just a mite too romantic, 
but okay reading. Prospective film 
material. 

‘Death Blew Out the Match,’ by 
Kathleen Moore Knight (Crime 
Club; $2), has a good puzzler base, 
but doesn’t come through. Written 
in the memoir manner and too hys- 
terical. Alleged story-teller is @ 
nervous woman who finds a body 
and helps explain it, but she’s so 
nervous the readers, too, get fidgety. 
Not for films. 





‘Salute to the Gods,’ and Putnam’s 
will publish it as soon as he ate 
tempts a new speed record here. 

First move of Ernest L. Heitkamp 
upon his appointment as editor of 
the Midwest Golfer and Club Ree 
view is to change the name of the 
mag to Midwest Golfer and Sports 
Review. 

Harry Langdon working up a 
cartoon burlesque on Ripley, calling 
it ‘Believe It Or What?’ L. A. Times 
interested for one a week but Lang- 
don angling for some syndicate to 
run it daily. 

Preparations under way by the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts 


for the fifth annual exhibition of 
book illustrations. Will taks place 
late in March, probably at the 





Grand Central Palace, 


It’s the same basic 
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Going Places 
By Cecelia Ager 


Everything Oke at State 

The audience at the State is slightly disconcerted to discover it's lov- 
ing everybody on the bill, yet, introduced by that nice Mr, Jessel, the 
singers this week do seem a little sweeter, the comics funnier, the dancers 
smoother, the ladies prettier. And besides, Mr, Jessel himself says 
they're all wonderful. 

So on to Lita Grey Chaplin, handsome girl in her pale green crepe gown 
with a sequin halter-neck bodice. Straight and slim and friendly, she 
stands quite still. None of that jiggling away from the mike and rush- 
ing back for the next note with that girl. When she wants to get torchy, 
she shows it in her voice and expression. She doesn't need to throw 
in torso-tossing. And best of all, you can understand every single word 
she’s singing. She's aware of lighting values, too, changes her's with 
each number to fit the mood, 

Smart of the little girl of Stone and Lee to wear long sheer black 
stockings. They're good to chubby legs, and very pretty when a little 
‘personality girl’ tears off her shortish black chiffon velvet skirt to stand 
revealed in splendid-fitting, short black velvet trunks. The little girl, 
who has reddish hair, is also wearing a sheer red plaid blouse and black 
velvet bolero, and she dances vigorously. 

Then there is that tried and true ‘Living Jewels,’ featuring Adair and 
Richards, who do their adagio and whirling ballroom-dance numbers 
before a black velvet hung stage, set with jeweled pieces studded with 
practically nudes in chiefly white wigs. The girl wears silver trunks and 
bandeau draped with little bits of chiffon and decorated with flowers, 
and the man wears a black and silver striped Roman gladiator-style lit- 
tle costume and a black moustache. Also in the act, while Adair and 
Richards make their changes and rest from their daring jumpings, leap- 
ings and catchings, are a lady and gentleman who spurn the mike with 
complete justification as a singing duet. The lady wears bias cut 
evening dresses with cowl necklines, ruffed armholes, and belts placed a 
little low at the waist, even though ladies with beam should never traffic 
with bias cut, it's so mean about pointing out things. 


Realistic Myrna Loy 


Myrna Loy, in ‘Wings in the Dark’, has noticed that in real life women 
sometimes wear the same costume two, maybe even three times. Par- 
ticularly is this little idiosyncrasy true of women who earn their own 
living, Miss Loy has observed, pursuing this remarkable discovery to its 
ultimate conclusion. Whereupon Miss Loy, who is a stickler for what 
real women are like—the very nicest real women—herself boldly adopts 
the custom, 

Since she is playing a barnstorming aviatrix who earns not only her 
own living, but also that of the blinded aviator she loves, Miss Loy dar- 
ingly permits herself to be seen wearing almost every costume in her 
wardrobe a second time, and furthermore, her entire wardrobe might 
very well be acquired from no more than the earnings of a barnstorming 
aviatrix, 

It is a simple wardrobe, composed chiefly of sports clothes, classic 
berets, polo coats, turtleneck sweaters, and a practical white flying suit 
with a helmet that fits. Miss Loy’s sensational realism has its own 
reward in becomingness, for it so happens that, set in simplicity, Miss 
Loy’s completely likeable personality shinés brightest. Miss Loy’s 
clothes are never important to her appeal, and a hard working aviatrix 
wouldn’t have ‘important’ clothes anyway, not if she’s sincere. Since 
Miss Loy’s sincerity is one of her most pleasant traits, she owns, in 
‘Wings in the Dark,’ but one evening costume, a wise one, whose Grecian 
gathered bodice squares her sloping shoulders, and whose long slim tunic 
silhouette minimizes where minimizing should really be done. 





Not So Daft Miss Sullavan 

Margaret Sullavan, a nice-girl sensible-girl actress, strives earnestly 
in ‘The Good Fairy’ to be light-headed, as her role demands. She suc- 
ceeds, in the whimsy part; in the slightly daft section, that persistent in- 
telligence of her’s keeps getting in the way. Miss Sullavan, tossed into 
the tangled complications of farce, feels she really ought to explain every- 
thing, which is okey-dokey—but Miss Sullavan, who is sincere, feels she 
should explain everything very slowly, bit by bit. Since the audience 
knows all the explanations long in advance, it kind of gets to wishing 
from time to time that Miss Sullavan would please hurry up and get it 
over with. Let us, the audience can be heard muttering restlessly to 
itself, get on. 

Interspersed among Miss Sullavan’s explanations of what has just hap- 
pened and why, are numerous close-ups of Miss Sullavan looking very 
wide-eyed and good. She may be seen looking wide-eyed and good un- 
der all sorts of circumstances, as an orphan with pig-tails, as a picture 
house usherette garbed like a musical comedy hussar, as a gel at her 
first party, as a gel looking into the eyes of the man she loves, As a gel 
at her first party, Miss Sullavan is slim and willowy in a white Chanel- 
inspired frock with a long fitted basque buttoning up the front with little 
jeweled buttons, a full, tiny-ruffled long skirt, and, for some reason, black 
ruffied short chiffon cape. 


Beulah Bondi, who plays the directrice of Miss Sullavan’s orphan 
asylum, only appears to be severe and strict. Though her small charges 
wipe perspiration off their childish brows while engaged in domestic 
drudgery about the place, they all love Miss Bondi and she loves them, 
for ‘The Good Fairy’ is a quaint picture and Miss Bondi can be just as 
quaint as the next person. 





Wasted Motion 

Nice of Barbara Stanwyck to interrupt her picture career and go into 
‘The Secret Bride,’ darned nice of her, but not very bright. What of her 
admirers, please, who keep tapping their feet all through it, waiting for 
the Stanwyck big emotional scene which never comes—what of them? 
Anybody’s admirers are a fickie lot, alas, and also anybody can play The 
Governor's Daughter, as written for ‘The Secret Bride.’ 

It doesn’t take the talent of Barbara Stanwyck to sit about a gover- 
nor’s mansion—in a white ‘at home’ gown dotted with gold lame, belted 
and faced at the high neckline in front with black velvet—and look wor- 
ried. It doesn’t need her better-than-that services for hurrying from 
office to office—in a dark dress and hat, and skimpy sables slung scantily 
across her shoulders and down her back, even though her sable muff may 
be fulsome—and looking worried some more. Almost anybody could 
wear the clothes Miss Stanwyck wears—and that’s just about all she 
does—better than Miss Stanwyck—for style is not one of her attributes 
—but there aren't many who can be as honestly moving as Miss Stan- 
wyck, when only she’s granted something to get worked up about, when 
only she’s given something richer and deeper and more real to be than 
The Governor’s Daughter in ‘The Secret Bride.’ At that, Miss Stanwyck 
could have taken this time out to work on clarifying her diction, but 
she didn’t. 





Oh, Doctor! 
‘Society Doctor’ it calls itself, ‘Society Doctor’—when it’s all about 
an interne who doesn’t even leave the hospital. ‘Society Doctor,’ yeah! 


Oh sure! 
Billie Burke feels bad about it herself, and since there is no society 





Did You Know That— 


Fulton Oursler and Grace 





Studio Placements 





Perkins are on their way to 
Egypt...Vicki Baum was a 
symphony first harpist before 
she became an authoress... Harry Tyler, 
Mary Lewis has 11 dogs...that 2" Metro. 

was Ethel Barrymore chatting 

with Vivienne Segal during the 
performance of “Accent on 
Youth” last Wednesday night 
...Mrs. Jack Whiting is nurs- 


(Continued from page 29) 


‘Public Enemy No. 

John Meehan, QJr., 
Pieces,’ U. 

Hobart Bosworth, ‘The Crusades,’ 
Par. 

Mary Forbes, ‘Laddie, ’Radio. 
Par. 


ing her husband's mother... Olive Tell, ‘Small Miracle,’ 

Pauline Frederick, who will Charles Sellon, Irving Bacon, ‘It’s 
‘ ‘ 7 : , a Small World,’ Fox. 

wd — Elisabeth Be Robert Glecker, Olin Howard, 
eren ayes on tour, is 80 ‘Case of the Curious Bride,’ WB. 


lovely in her heavy mourning. 
Eddie Cantor's daughter, Mar- 


Dorothy Burgess, ‘Village Tale,’ 


Radio. 


jorie, has the § flu...Merle Sidney Miller, Richard Quine, 
Oberon was beautiful. the ‘Dinky,’ WB. 
other night, at the St. Regis Russ Powell, ‘Call of the Savage, 


... Ethel Merman’s mother had U 


Patricia Chapman, ‘Princess 
a narrow escape in that auto- O'Hara,’ U 
mobile accident...Louiis Gladys Gale, ‘Gumshoes,’ Col 
Shurr’s new offices will be done short. 
by Paris...the Gil Kahns have Nat Pendleton, ‘Times Square 


Lady,’ Metro. 
Betty Jane Haney, George Ernst, 
‘Dinky,’ WB. 
Ruthelma Stevens, 
Talk,’ Par. 
Adrian Morris, ‘I'll Love You Al- 


a new bar in their triplex 
apartment...Grace Brinkley's 
a brunette now...Jascha Hei- 
fetz and Florence Vidor were 
grounded in a plane and had to 


‘People Will 


call off that big cocktail party ways,’ Col. 
last week. Joan Gale, ‘Miracle Rider,’ Mas- 
cot. 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Green are 
joining the Florida colony... 
the Skeets Gallaghers brought 
their two children east, and 
young Bebe Lyons with her 


Tommy Jackson, George Humbert, 
‘Case of the Curious Bride,’ WB. 
Bobby Connolly directing dance 
number, ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ WB. 
Claude Binyon, screen play, ‘The 


parents, too...much to their Bride Comes Home,’ Par. 
amazement Margaret Sullavan Wesley Ruggles, _ directing ‘The 
received the press the other — wag A saaaay Pt waaceiee 
, ‘ r vosepn a rth, é é 3 ’ 
day...Gloria Vanderbilt and || poi¢ Sedan, Meeka Aldrich, John 


Lady Furness are off to a fly- 
ing start in their new dress 
shop...Irene Purcell has never 
been so lovely as in her present 
play in that heavenly blue satin 
gown worn with a short er- 
mine cape, silver fox 

trimmed...the Ned Depinets 
are going west this month... 
Ray Perkins was in Washing- 


Ardizoni, Nanette Lafayette, Alice 
Ardell, Elsa Peterson, Arthur Hous- 
man, Harrison Meeker, Corinne 
Williams, ‘Two On a Tower,’ Par. 

Ray Milland, ‘The Glass Key,’ 
‘Jungle,’ Par. 

Susan Kaaren, Leon Waycoff, Clif- 
ford Jones, Sam Hinds, ‘Strangers 
All,’ Radio. 

S. K. Lauren, screen play, ‘Maid of 
Honor,’ Col. 


ton for the President's Ball... Anthony Coldeway, adaptation, 
Jane Winton is Chez Marrian- || Super Speed,’ Col. 
: Charles Brackett, Harold Lamb, 


ning...that was Jack Warner 
at the Casino, Saturday night, 
also Sharon Lynn and the 
Gaxtons...the town's gone 
dithery over Elisabeth Berg- 
ner...Radie Harris had her 


revising script, ‘The Crusades,’ Par. 
Tiffany Thayer, screen play, 

‘Criminals,’ Par. 
Jack Cunningham, 

inal, Par. 

Jack Kirkland, Dale Van Every, 

scripting ‘Federal Dick,’ Par. 


writing orig- 


handwriting ‘read’ at the Norman Krasna, scripting ‘Guns,’ 
House of Lords, last week... Par. 

Will Rogers was reminiscing Mare Connolly, adapting ‘The 
with Joe Howard at Dinty Good Earth,’ Metro. 

Moore’s the other night... Joel McCrea, Lyle Talbot, Rose- 


mary Ames, Herbert Mundin, 
‘Heavens Gate,’ Fox. 

John Robertson, directing ‘Heav- 
en's Gate,’ Fox. 
Albert Conti, 


Phyllis and Billy Seeman are 
leaving for the West Indies 
soon. 











Pat Moore, ‘The 





Crusades,’ Par. 





except some old comic-menace who wears a wing collar and bow tie and 
doesn’t count—Miss Burke has determined that she, single-handed, shall 
make good the ‘society’ part. She shall be at least a ‘society woman.’ 


So Miss Burke installs herself in the hospital as a patient, though 
there’s nothing the matter with her save a crush on internes, determined 
to give it tone. She brings with her her own silken sheets and bed- 
coverings, her colored maid, her Elsie De Wolfe upholstered bed-and-arm 
rest, myriad satin and maribou bed-jackets, silk and lace nightzowns— 
with lace Peter Pan collars—ribbons for her hair, and her pearls. The 
well-dressed bed, and lady in it, always reflects the quiet gleam of pearls. 
The pearls, Miss Burke's final sly ‘society woman’ touch. Miss Burke's 
continuously fluttering eyelids, her distraction, her trilling flute-like voice, 
these are her very own. 


Yes, there's a nurse in the hospital, Virginia Bruce. Miss Bruce wears 
regulation nurse’s uniforms with no Hollywood nonsense about them, a 
cap that frames her head like a halo, and a sympathetic and slightly 
done-in manner. The hospital's nurse-telephone operator looks like 
Talullah Bankhead, 





A Robot as M. C. 

The sweetest, most gentlemanly sort of a robot, whipped up from 
gleaming bands of metal, electric-light eyes, a loud speaker voice with an 
English accent, and a steel trap mouth that works like a ventriloquist's 
dummy’s, sits all by himself at one side of the Music Hall stage this 
week, a gigantically wistful M. C. His name is Alpha, the Mechanical 
Man, and he not only rises to his huge chromium feet every time he 
announces the next number—making a loud whirring noise like wheéls 
going round as he does it—but he is a poetic soul who yearns to speak 
his brassy little pieces all in rhyme, and he does that, too. Nice work, 
Alpha. 

The show, as Alpha explains so precisely, has to do with contrasts. 
Like Blonde and Brunette, for instance, which is the Rockettes’ business, 
and which splits their ranks asunder, half of them snuggling under 
blonde wigs, half under brunette. Then the blondes proceed to act like 
blondes: in flame taffeta short bodices with grey chiffon long—and trans- 
parent—skirts, they prance frisky hot-cha, frank and honest. The bru- 
nettes now, in grey taffeta short bodices and flame chiffon long—and 
transparent—skirts, they’re hoity-toity. They’re cool, they're aloof, 
they're langourous, they slink. 

Next contrast, Sublime and Ridiculous, with the ballet corps Sublime, 


of course. Sublime, in white ballet skirts, besprinkled with flowers, glis- 
tening with diamants, their lovely smooth gliding—and on their toes, 
mind you—suffused with ethereal blue light. Head sublimer, Hilda 


Echler, fights a winning fight with mists of orchid tulle. 


Finale contrast, Night and Day, asks of half the ballet corps that they 
writhe ‘modernely’ in pairs, in front of a row of huge silver disks, them- 
selves wrapped throat to toe in black satin, their heads hung with silver 
cloth that descends down their backs, a stylized long-haired wig. The 
other half—Day—wears sheaths shaded the colors of the dawn. There 
is a lot of running and falling in front and behind the silver disks— 
that by now have rolled about in a series of classic frieze formations, 
until at last the dawn itself comes up on an upstage elevator, exempli- 
fied by Rockettes in their gold sequin sunburst costumes, and the thing 
is settled once and for all. This Night and Day contrast, it’s been a 





doctor in the picture to make an even half-way honest man of the title— 


‘Save the}, 


Gail Patrick, Lillian Harmer, ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1935,’ Par, 

William Bakewell, 
‘Strangers All,’ Radio. 

Frank Reicher, Sidney Toler, ‘Star 
of Midnight,’ Radio. 

George Offerman, Jr., 
Paris,’ Radio. 

Andy Clyde, Arthur Hohl, Dewitt 
Jennings. Otto Fries, ‘Village Tale,’ 
Radio. 

. Virginia Sale, ‘It's a Small World,’ 

Ox, 

Mike Simmons, screen play, ‘Jim 
Burke's Boy,’ Col. 

_Alan Crosland, ‘Keep On Dancing,’ 


‘Laddie,’ 


‘Spring in 


Stuart Palmer, Marjorie Klein, 
screen play, ‘Keep On Dancing,’ U, 

Clare Verdera, Helena Grant, 
‘Werewolf of London,’ U. 

Barlowe Borland, ‘Folies Berge P 
20th Century. Sar 

Frank Grenardi, ‘Dinky,’ WB. 


Ricardo Cortez, Mary Astor, 
‘Dinky,’ WB. eee 
Philip Wylie, adaptation and 


screen play, untitled pic, Par. 
Robert Allen stays on at Colum- 
bia on a six months’ option lift. 
Mary Russell and Philip Reed 
termed for six months more by 
Warners, with Reed going at once 
into ‘Case of the Curious Bride.’ 
Helen Westley given a termer at 


Radio after working in ‘Captain 
Hurricane.’ 
MG handed a term ticket this 


week to Edward Ward, as musical 
conductor. 

Kay Irancis will be a Warners 
star for at least another year, stu- 
dio having termed her for the 12- 
month period. 

Option on Erik Rhodes, signed by 
Radio after ‘Gay Divorcee,’ exer- 
cised by company last week. 

Melville Cooper, now in London 
‘Laburnum Grove’ legit cast, con- 
tracted by MG to come here when 
the play closes. 

Pat Flaherty, ‘Naughty Marietta,’ 
‘Times Square Lady,’ ‘Casino Mur- 
der Case,’ MG; ‘It Happened in 
New York,’ U. 

Jimmy Butler, ‘Dinky,’ WB. 

Stanley Price, Mix serial, Mascot. 

Sam Flint, ‘It Happened in New 
York,’ U. 

Monte Collins, short, Col. 

Ketti Gallian, ‘Under the Pampa 
Moon,’ Fox. 

Walter Johnson, ‘Scandals,’ Fox. 

Waldemar Young, scripting ‘This 
Dream,’ Par. 

Harry Ruskin, collabing on con- 
tinuity of ‘The Plot Thickens,’ Par. 

Lambert Hillyer, scripting ‘ody 
Guard,’ Col. - 

Henry Symonds, original, Col. 

Boyd Irwin, ‘Richelieu,’ 20th Cent. 

Jack Conway, directing, Howard 
Emmett Rogers, screen play, ‘Man- 
ners Make the Man,’ MG. 
Ralf Harolde, ‘Stolen 
Par. 

Billy Gilbert, short, Col. 
Mort Dixon and Allie Wrubel, 
song numbers, ‘Mollie and Me,’ WB, 
Russ Clark, ‘Princess O'Hara,’ U. 
Alf Goulding, directing short, Col. 
Janet Beecher, ‘lhe Village Tale, 
Radio. 

Donald Wood, ‘Case of the Curi- 
ous Bride,’ WB. 


Harmony,’ 


90 YEARS AGO 
(Gentinues dooms page 53) 


Lynne.” Guaranteed $250 by one 
house. Received $100 after the first 
act, with the assurance that was all 
there was. Went over to the depot 
and sent the house manager a note 
the first act was all she could afford 
to give for $100. 


Harrigan and Hart, who had gone 
into the Park when their Comiqueé 
burned, announced they would shift 
to the 14th St., giving that house 
their name. To play on shares until 
the end of the season and then take 
over the lease. 





Jake Tannenbaum, casually re- 
ferred to as ‘the old-time minstrel 
leader,’ wrote Clipper he was first 
to stage a female minstrels. Later 
a big figure in the south. 





Clipper commented on the scar- 
city of song and dance teams. Some 
got married; others formed quartets, 


The Hanlons, who had been play- 
ing ‘Voyage en Suisse’ for four or 
five years, were to split. Ed and 
Fred were to go to Italy with ‘Voy- 
age’ and the new ‘Fantasma.’ 
George and William to go into the 
American ‘Fantasma.’ 





Victorien Sardou admitted to & 
French newspaper that he had pla- 
giarized ‘Theodore’ from an earlier 
play of the same title, and ‘L’Empe- 
reur et Juive,’ an old French drama. 


Matinee audience at the Indian- 
apolis Grand was so small it was 
dismissed. No ‘trouble at the eve- 





problem all righé, 


ning show—nobody came, 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news ttems ag pudb- 
Hshed during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit for these 











East 


‘Thumbs Up’ to have a float in 
the New Orleans Mardi Gras pa- 
rade. Masks will be used to sug- 
gest the actual players. 

Mayor LaGuardia in conference 
with Met opera heads. Wants the 
house in its spare time for his new 
municipal art center. More time 
will be required to arrive at any 
definite conclusion. One handicap 
will probably be the stockholders’ 
boxes. Owners expected to resent 
their use. 

Mrs. Barbara Chapman, known 
in pictures as Barbara Scherman, 
killed herself by inhaling gas in her 
Cliffside Park (N. J.) home Jan. 
29. Left no explanation. 

Si Stebbins in a mild run-in with 
the Shuberts. He hired the 44th St. 
theatre from Vincent Astor, the 
Shubert lease being about to expire. 
Told them he would not permit 
Shubert advertisements unless they 
granted him similar privilege in 
their other houses. 


Nazis read Ernst Lubitsch out of 
the party. His German citizenship 
declared forfeited. 


Harold Clurman bossing the stag- 
ing of ‘Awake and Sing.’ 

To celebrate his 50th anniver- 
sary, Dr. Walter Damrosch will 
conduct at the Metropolitan April 
12, including a part of ‘Die Meis- 
tersinger,’ which was his first di- 
rectorial job. His father, Dr. Leo- 
pold Damrosch, died while super- 
vising the first season of German 
opera at the Met, and his son as- 
sumed his baton in 1885. 

Albany has a bill to discourage 
tipsters. Newspaper can give their 
own racing tips but cannot adver- 
tise tipster selections. It’s not 
passed yet. 

Fay Webb Vallee in town. To 
confer on coming trial for more 
alimony. 

Danubian American sales corp., 
130 W. 42d street, raided by the 
police. They got a million lottery 
tickets and 111 of a new type of 
slot machine. Two officials booked 
on a triple lottery charge. 

Juilliard school pupils sang ‘Orph- 
eus’ in their auditorium Wednes- 
day (30). Chorus augmented by 
members of the N. Y. Oratorio s0- 
clety. 

Robert E. Sherwood, accompanied 
by his daughter, Mary, off to Lon- 
don. Says he can do no work here. 
Too much temptation to hang 
around the theatre. 

yilbert Miller reports a deal to 
bring Herbert Marshall back to 
Broadway, but not until next fall. 


Paramount coughs up $60,000 for 
film rights to ‘Accent on Youth.’ 


Katharine Cornell shoves ‘Ro- 
meo and Jullet’ over to Feb. 23, but 
announces that’s positively the last 
time this season. 

Legit Theatre Code Authority de- 
clared for Sunday shows at its 
meeting last week. Labor mem- 
bers to try and persuade Equity to 
acquiesce. 

Lillian Bond announces in Miami 
her engagement to Sidney Smith is 
‘definitely’ broken. 

Will of the late Marcella Sem- 
brich leaves most of her estate to 
her son, Marcel William Stengel. He 
gets his mother’s personal effects 
and certain specified securities, also 
seven-twelfths of the residuary es- 
tate. A nephew in London gets 
three parts and a niece the remain- 
ing two. Small legacies to grand- 
children and others and her sum- 
mer home to her daughter-in-law. 

Man booked as Ernest Hammett, 
but believed by the police to be 
Jack H. Moore, who was arrested in 
September by Linden, Tenn., police 
for alleged bombing of a _ theatre 
there, taken in. Newark last week. 
Bome 60 sticks of dynamite found 
among his effects. Prisoner will be 
visited by detectives from New 
England states who seek to connect 
him with theatre bombings there. 
He's a motion picture projectionist. 

Giovanni Martinelli announces 
he’ll stick to the Met despite smaller 
dollars and shorter terms, A matter 
of loyalty. 

Crosby Gaige forms a touring 
company for ‘Accent on Youth’. To 
play 12 weeks in as many eastern 
ities. 

Friars to do a secret parade to 
advertise their Frolics Feb. 24. 

John Barrymore in on the Rex and 
telling ship news men he went to 
Agra, India, to see his father’s birth- 

lace. Didn’t take the Mrs. along 

ecause it’s no California climate 
there. 

Cobina Wright nixed in her 
divorce cause against her husband, 
William May Wright. Testimony 
showed he was in evening clothes 
though his companion wore pa- 
jamas. Judge told her to get more 
convincing evidence. 

Eddie Dowling offering a com- 
bination ticket to ‘Thumbs Up’ and 
Miami. Patrons ean see the show 








in the evening, hop a plane and have 
breakfast in Florida. 

Max Meth, musical director of 
‘Revenge,’ working on tab versions 
of current musicals to be presented 
in the city parks this summer. 

Federal district court of Phila- 
delphia finds for the independent 
exhibs in their suit to restrain nine 
picture producers from enforcing a 
contract clause against double book- 
ing. Judge Welsh commented he 
found ‘an almost complete domina- 
tion’ by the producers, who could 
strangle the cultural life of the na- 
tion. Clause ordered abrogated. 
Held to be a well studied intent to 
accomplish a purpose prohibited by 
the federal laws. 


Internal revenue department lost 
its effort to collect income taxes in 
excess of $1,500,000 from Cecil De 
Mille and Cecil DeMille Productions, 
Inc. Had held the corporation was 
retaining a surplus to prevent tax- 
ation. Also claimed he was behind 
in his ‘24-'30 personal taxes. Board 
ordered a recomputation. 


N. Y. Supreme Court upholds 
managers’ contention they have a 
right to issue tickets for resale to 
whom they please. New Code pro- 
visions held unconstitutional by 
Justice McGeehan. 

‘Within the Gates,’ back at the 
National did not close as in- 
tended. Now dated until Feb, 23. 
‘Field of Ermine’ shifted to the 
Biltmore in consequence. 

A. C. Blumenthal’s former valet, 
Joseph Wagner, brought suit in 
White Plains for $4,991, which he 


asserts is the value of his wardrobe 
lost in the fire which destroyed the 
Blumenthal home in Larchmont. 
Decision reserved. Some of the 
suits were given by Blumey, but he 
had 59 shirts, including a dozen 
which cost $8 each. 

Dorothy Fell, socialite, denies she 
and her sister-in-law, Mrs. John R. 
Fell, are going to Hollywood for 
pictures. Just going, she says. 

Gaumont-British asks metro for 
the loan of Chester Hale to stage 
some dance sequences for a pic. 

After banning Pola Negri, Hitler 
changed his mind and put the ekay 
on her. 

Prosecuting Attorney Wilentz 
thunders denunciation of the ‘steal- 
ing’ of actual Hauptmann trial pic- 
tures screened last week. Wired all 
newsreel companies to yank ‘em. 

May be a press gag, but Sig Rom- 
berg says a man stole his music case 
and refused to return it until the 
composer promised to play one of 
the swiper’s songs on his air pro- 
gram. 

Atlantic City authorities announce 
lace bathing guits will not be barred 
this summer. Black lace, but with 
a flesh colored lining. 

Wiman & Kondlof has locked ‘A 
Room in Red and White’ until fall. 

George Bernard Shaw says there 
are no undesirable films, though he 
admits some may not be desirable 
to an archbishop. 

Dorothy Atkinson, Paul White- 
man’s niece, and _ recently in 
the ‘Roberta’ chorus, married to Dr. 
Gerald B. Harrington at Harrison 
Feb. 1. 

Juilliard school to do ‘Maria Mali- 
bran,’ opera, in April. Laid in the 
New York in 1820. Will be sung four 
times. 

Loew’s Nationa] theatre, Bronx, 
held up Saturday night, while Henry 
Loew, brother of the late Marcus 
Loew, was temporarily relieving the 
girl cashier. Robber got about $40, 
as the main receipts had been 
banked. He also took the cashier's 
pocket book. Loew fired two shots 








VARIETYS BROADWAY GUIDE 





For show people as well as laymen, thie Guide to general amusements 
in New York, first inaugurated here in 1926, Is revived and published 
weekly in response to repeated requests. Variwry lende the guidance of 
its judgment in the various entertainments denoted. 

No slight Is intended for those unmentioned as text will be switched 


weekly. 
reference. 
PLAYS ON 


The lists are of Variery’s compilation only and as a handy 
It may serve the out-of-towner as a time saver In selection. 


BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions ‘are eompletely fisted and 
commented upon weekly in the Legitimate Section, 

In that department, both in the comment and the amount ef the gross 
receipts of each show will be found the necessary Information as to the 
most successful plays, also the scale of admission eharged. 


FILMS ON 


BROADWAY 


Similarly the new pictures in the Broadway first runs and eombina- 
tions are covered weekly in the reviews, the film gross boxoffice story and 
the standing box on Page 6 which indicates the new filme for next week 


and the week after. 


BEST NEW FILMS ON BROADWAY 
R. ©. Music Hall—‘The Good Fairy’ (U). 


Roxy—'The Secret Bride’ (WB). 
HOTCHA 
Onyx Club on West 52d, Ubangi 


NITERIES 
in Harlem, Nut Club im the Village, 


and King’s Terrace in Times Sq., are sufficiently heated for the hectic 
nocturnal addicts. Savoy ballroom in the heart-of-Harlem, under guided 


local auspices, is also a kick for a 
and dusky dansapation. 
Less hectic but equally hilarious, 


flash of some McCoy LIAndy hopping 


Eddie Davis’ saucy songs at Leon & 


Eddie’s and the mauve-decade gang-singing at Gay 890’s are surefire for 


lively diversion and divertissement. 


The ‘nice boys’ who haunted the Village hideaways are now something 
of an institution at the Club Richman with an elaborate floor show and 


femme waitresses, 

Harlem’s Cotton Club and Small’s 
and-tans. 
insiders, principally professionals. 


Paradise are highlights for the black- 


There are other hideaways but they, too, must be guided by 


In line with kill-time spots, the taxi-dance ballroom in the Broadway 
belt are sometimes a laugh if looking for excitement. Any number of 


Times Sq. side-street dialecteries 
for ‘different’ type of atmosphere. 
Bal Musette are in that category; 


are also good diversion if yearning 
Mimi’s Faubourg-Montmarte and the 
likewise the Cafe International, and 


any number of Italian eateries. Latter have about killed off Little Italy, 


since it’s easier to get everything 


in that field right in the Broadway 


belt without taxi-ing. However, authentic Flamenco entertainment like 
E! Chico in the Village, and Havanaese like the Cubanacan in the Span- 


ish sector of Harlem, are well worth the trips. 


Old Roumanian on the east side is 
nocturnal divertissement. 


Boris Thomashefsky's 
a different type of Ghetto-American 


‘CLASS’ AND ‘POPULAR’ NITERIES 

Smarter east side (mostly) eateries such as Robert’s, Volsin, Crillon, 
Colony, Maison, LaFitte, E! Morocco, House of Lords, Jack and Charlie’, 
Club New Yorker, the new Stork Club all fave oases. Anna Held’s In 
Town in Sutton Place is a bit more formal. 

Rainbow Room in Rockefeller Center; Johnny Green at the St. Regis 
hotel; Libby Holman and Leo Reisman’s music new at the C. P. Casino; 
the Savoy-Plaza; the Waldorf; Ozzie Nelson at the Hotel New Yorker; 
Peppy’s Chapeau Rouge and the Place Piqualle are among the smarter 
supper hooferies. Some of ’em starting to ease off because of the Florida 


and resort exodus but they’re class 
French Casino’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ 


with a capital K. 
revue is the sole cabaret-theatre left 


now that the Casino de Paree has shuttered preparatory to reopening 
Feb. 15 with its new show. Paradise and Hollywood among the out- 


stander mass cabarets. 


RECOMMENDED PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 
(Under Disk Reviews will be found the recorded outstanders regularly 


each week.) 


RECOMMENDED NEWEST POPULAR SONGS 
‘Don’t Be Afraid to Tell Your Mother’—Novelty boy-and-girl ballad 


with a different twist. 


‘So Close to the Forest’—Ballad with an almost poetic lyric; a better 


grade song in toto. 


‘Things Might Have Been So Different’—Another in the colloquial type 


of unrequited amour. 


‘Don’t Cry Baby’—Isham Jones’ latest foxtrot ballad. 
‘Rain in Spain’—Melodic tango foxtrot. 
‘The Church Belle Told’—Sentimental parlor-piano refrain, but mot too 


sloppy. 





Chimes Out 





Zero weather didn’t stop the 
chime elock sponsored by a 
brewer at 46th street and 
Broadway. Beer people’s lease 
on the roof expired and the 
contraption was dismantled last 
week. Chimes, which accom- 
panied the tolling of the hour 
through amplifiers, was per- 
haps Broadway's strangest 
noise. 

Similar device was being 
erected in another midtown 
spot, but tenants in the sec- 
tion squawked so heartily that 
the thing was not set in action, 











at the man, who was tackled by a 
passer-by, and he dropped the loot. 
An off-duty policeman also fired 
four shots and later the man’s body 
was found a few blocks distant, hav- 
ing evidently been pushed from the 
car by an accomplice. 

Times Square all kinked up Satur- 
day afternoon when melting snow 
caused short circuits in trolley con- 
duits. Lasted about two hours. 

Theatre Union decides upon “The 
Pit’ as its finaler for this season. 
Coal mining story. ‘Strike Song’ 
won't be sung until next fall. 

Guild hopes to get the new play 
Sir James M. Barrie has written for 
Elisabeth Bergner. But it will have 
to get a London production first. 
‘Postman Rings’ is fading from this 
season’s schedule. Casting trouble. 
Maybe ‘Porgy’ next. 

Jimmy Durante says he has not 
signed with Billy Rose. Hap had 
conversations, but won’t decide until 
he gets to New York and can talk 
turkey about the money erd 

Paul Mellon, son of the former 
Secretary of the Treasury, married 
Feb. 2 to Mary Conover Brown, who 
was once the wife of Karl Brown, 
picture director, 

Frank Wilson, who played Porgy 
in the drama of that name, now 
Moses in ‘Green Pastures.’ 

Ringling - Barnum & Bailey 
wagons all to go rubber tired this 
year. Change made at Sarasota this 
winter. 

Irene Purcell, struck by a taxi 
several weeks ago, but just telling 
about it. Did not miss a show. 

Saturday (2) a banner day in 
Square theatres. Afternoon showed 
19 sellouts with 14 in the evening. 

Estate of the late A. L. Erlanger 
receives a refund of $554,628 federal 
inheritance tax. 

Nat Lang, Jack Little’s arranger, 
hitched to Doris Delaires, chorine, 
Jan. 31. 

Lucy Cotton Thomas Magraw 


$17.50 Verdict 
Affirmed Against 
Winchell-Mirror 


A $80,000 libel verdict against 


Walter Winchell and the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror, Inc., was ordered cut 
in half by the Appellate Division of 
the N. Y. Supreme Court, and, if 
agreeable with the plaintiffs, af- 
firmed unanimously. A supplemen- 
tary $2,500 award against Winchell 
individually for ‘malice’ was not cut 
but sustained, making the total of 
$17,500 in favor of Fleetwood Foun- 
dation, Inc., the plaintiff. 

From understanding, the Mirror's 
Broadway chatterer is contractually 
committed to defraying the costs of 
all libel defenses involving his 
paper; also to assume the liability 
of any such damage award. In all 
proceedings, both Winchell’s own 
lawyer and the Mirror’s regular 
counsel appeared for the defense. 

Richard J. Mackey, attorney for 
F"eetwood, consulted his clients as 
to their acceptance of the reduced 
damages, and they have indicated 
they will abide by the Appellate 
Court’s suggested compromise. The 
higher court otherwise opined that 
a new trial would be ordered with 
costs to the appellants. As modified, 
no costs are allowed, It was an 
unanimous decision, 

Action arose from the promotion 
of Fleetwood Foundation, Inc., as @ 
semi-theatrical and sporting beach 
club, situated about 100 yards, from 
the Lido Beach Club at Long Beach, 
LL 

Winchell was on the original 
board of governors, but when Eddie 
Cantor, who was also listed on the 
prospectus as a co-board member, 
voiced objections to the Broadway 
chatterer, a new prospectus 
was issued and Winchell’s name 
dropped. Cantor’s reason was 
given to be that he would not feel 
at ease in the organization for fear 





bought the Deauville club, Miami 
Beach, last year. Now she faces a 
suit for involuntary bankruptcy. 


Coast 


Pleading guilty to a violation of 
the immigration laws by bringing a 
Mexican actress into the country 
without a passport, Clarence Brick- 
er, studio production manager, was 
sentenced to six months in a Fed- 
eral road camp and fined $1,000. 


Testifying that she knew her 
husband made $350 a month be- 
cause she kept his books, Mrs. Hilda 
Garber, film player, was awarded 
$10 a week temporary maintenance 
reneged outcome of her divorce ac- 
tion. 


Radio-Pathe Forty Acres studio 
at Culver City threatened with de- 
struction when two-hour fire swept 
through one of the standing sets. 


Fire destroyed the Rendezvous 
ballroom at Balboa Beach, Cal., with 
loss estimated at $100,000. 


Paul and Evelyn Osborn, stage 
dancers, seriously injured in Los 
Angeles when the motorcycle on 
which they were riding crashed into 
an automobile. 


Los Angeles county sued Zane 
Grey for $4,528 in taxes. 

Paul Kelly and his wife, Dorothy 
MacKaye, had a narrow escape 
when fire broke out in their Beverly 
Hills home. 

Public sale of Karl Dane’s estate 
brought $197. Discarded as worth- 
less were 101,000 shares of mining 
stock. 

Thieves broke into Jackie Cooper's 
Beverly Hills home and made off 
with a truckload of wearing apparel. 

J. Roy Stewart, film director, won 
a judgment for $6,966 against Aimee 
Semple McPherson on the ground 
she breached a contract which 
called for Stewart to produce ‘Clay 
in the Potter’s Hands’, a picture 
based on the evangelist’s life. 

Bill introduced in Sacramento 
would abolish breach of promise and 
alienation of affections as grounds 
for court action. 

Settlement of $612,000 damage 
suit against a trucking firm, the re- 
sult of an accident near Bakersfield, 
Cal., which took four lives, was ap- 








proved in Los Angeles Superior 
Court. Arthur Stebbins, insurance 
man and former agent, receives 


$20,000 for the death of his wife and 
two children; Ned Marin, film pro- 
ducer, will be paid $$8,500 for his 
wife’s death. Award of $10,000 is 
made to Marin’s 12-year-old daugh- 
ter, seriously injured in the tragedy 


some gossip in Winchell’s column 
would eventuate from the club or 
involving the beach club members, 

Winchell’s story in the Mirror 
referred to the Fleetwood Founda- 
tion as being ‘operated as &@ 
racket.’ Fleetwood Foundation, Inc., 
eventually abandoned its beach club 
promotion, refunded some $7,500 in 
advance for membership, and found 
itself tied up with a piece of beach 
property, but no club. It sued for 
$245,000. The jury awarded $30,000 
against the paper and the columnist, 
and an additional $2,500 against 
Winchell. About $1,000 in interest 
has since accrued. 


BILL UP IN ALBANY 
TO END RACE TOUTING 


Albany, Feb. 4. 

Senator John McCall, New York 
City Democrat, has introduced a bill 
in the Legislature which would 
class as a misdemeanor the giving 
of tips or other advice on racing. 
Persons found giving such informa-« 
tion, as at a race or dog track, would 
be Hable to a fine of not less than 
$25 or more than $50 or imprison- 
ment of from five to 30 days. No 
suspended sentence could be given. 

Advertisements in newspapeis 
pertaining to such tips also would 
be prohibited. Newspapers, how- 
ever, would be permitted to continue 
to forecast in news columns on the 
outcome of sports events, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Westmore, 
daughter, Jan. 27, in Hollywood. 
Father is screen makeup expert, 
Mother is former Ethelyn Claire, 
screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Bloomfield, 
daughter, in Chicago, Jan. 29. Fae 
ther is manager of B&K Oriental 
in Chicago. 














MARRIAGES 


Antoinette Lowrance to Dean 
Jagger, Bingham, Mass., Jan. 27. 








(Continued on page 63) 


Groom is a picture actor. 

Larry Wellington to Mary Mont- 
gomery, in Chicago, Jan. 26. Groom 
is a member of ‘The Westerners act 
on WLS, Chicago. 
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Broadway 





Nate Spingold to Palm Beach. 


Jack Dempsey’s cafe will open 
Feb. 17. 

Mrs. Mare Connolly to Europe 
Saturday (2). 

Billy Taylor, the juve, has turned 
Vaude agent. 

Sidney Wilmer off on a West 
Indies cruise. 

George Golden in Coral Gables, 
Fla., recuperating. 


Phil Green and wife to Palm 
Beach for six weeks. 

Phil Offin’s billiard ability slight- 
ly torn down last week. 


Mrs. Milton (Sophie) Biow to the 
Coast for a month's holiday. 


Abe Lastfogel due in this week 
but going right back to the Coast. 


Bob Collier is laid up with a com- 
bination of sinus trouble and grippe. 

Paramount trustee, Charles D. 
Hilles to Florida on a month’s vaca- 
tion. 

Charlie O'Reilly back from confab 
in Washington on N.Y. booth-pay 
schedules, 

Kay Brown, ex-eastern story edi- 
tor of Radio, gave birth to a daugh- 
ter Saturday (2). 

Nudest nude photos on Broadway 
are now displayed in lobby of Con- 
gress restaurant, 

Dorothy Bryant, head of Chorus 
Equity, at Mt. Sinai hospital for 
second operation. 

Harvey Day, Terry-toon cartoon 
chief, back after a frigid swing 
through the midwest. 

Maj. Bowes on the sick list and 
enlisting Perry Charles to fill in 
those speakers’ dates. 

Wilbur Daniel Steele, co-author 
of ‘Post Road,’ guest of honor at 
Denver alumni dinner. 

First break in the zero weather on 
Sunday saw that spring harbinger 
out—the street photographer. 

Carrie Maude Beville at the Per- 
roquet nitery was at Harry’s New 
York Bar in Paris for some time. 

A. G. Berg now technical engineer 
and in charge of all sound equip- 
ment sales for Bell & Howell 
in N.Y. 

Georgie Jessel says he’s filling ina 
week for Loew at the State on a 

loanout from Bradley’s in Palm 
Beach. 

Jack Dillon, general manager for 
the late A. L. Erlanger, interested 
in Will Oakland's Greenwich Village 
night spot. 

Wrestling shows at Star Casino 
have opera singers as added attrac- 
tions, warblers going on after the 
grunters finish. 

Helen O'Donnell has joined her 
former boss on the Coast, Bob Sisk, 
after a brief stopover in the home 
town, Cleveland. 

Harry Landers, secretary of the 
New Haven grievance board of the 
C. A., dropped into New York to 
look things over. 

Warner Club will hold annual 
ball at the Waldorf-Astoria Feb. 
16. Paul Whiteman ork will sup- 
ply the dansapation. 

Gideon Seymour, vet N. Y. col- 
umn writer for the Associated 
Press, has been p!aced in charge of 
the A. P. new wire photo service. 

Sudden decision not to keep 
‘Lancer’ a fourth week at the Para- 
mount brought Boris Morros back 
from his Florida vacation ahead of 
time. 

The price of tobaggoning was a 
mussed-up hand and trouble in 
pounding the typewriter for At- 
torney Arthur Israel at Par for 
Frances Gashel 

Max Fuchs again Potentate of 
Mecca Temple, with Ranney Wil- 
son, of the Times, and a VARIETY 
mugg rounding out the Times 
Square representation. 

FBen Sonnenberg, Park avenue p.a., 
having ballyhooed bowling on behalf 
of Brunswick-Balke, his client, now 
has society organized into a Carom 
Club on the 17th floor of the Wal- 
dorf. 

Manhattan Towers, 74th and 
Broadway residence known to many 
show people, in reorganization pro- 
ceedings, Ditto the 59th and Fifth 
Ave. Corp., otherwise the Sherry- 
Netherland hotel. 

Ed M. Hart, who had charge of 
the President's Ball in Yonkers, 
made it a three-story affair at the 
Elk’s club. Took the whole house. 
Made sure of 700 sales by appoint- 
ing a sub-committee of 350. 

Doc Joe Lee busting into the so- 
ciety pages both in N. Y. and 
Brooklyn through addressing wom- 
en’s clubs on clean motion pictures, 
block booking, etc., but always keep- 
ing the Brooklyn Paramount to the 
front for any newspaper quotes. 

A film talent scout came across 
the picture of a comely femme ina 
current periodical but when she 
came to the home office the talent 
scout needed smelling salts. The 
girl was too short for pictures and 


weighed 175 pounds. She’s a so- 
prano in a smalltime opera com- 
pany. 

Some Broadwayites who sought 


to crash the Flemington circus 
even recoursed to pseudo-subpoenas 
which a friendly official issued, 
identifying them as ‘witnesses’ for 
the defense, but even that ruse 
didn’t work. The court bailiffs got 
a load of the Broadway manner and 
decided that it was a gag and that 
was that. 
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London 





Zena Dare to appear here in Jane 
Cowl’s ‘Hervey House.’ 

Arthur Dent figuring on being in 
New York early in March. 

Lord Rothermere off to Norfolk 
Broads for three weeks vacation. 

Rego Brothers split, with Billy 
Rego to star in new Archie Pitt 
revue, 

Evelyn Laye and Frank Lawton 
honored guests at the Press Club 
Dinner. 

Harry Foster just back from fly- 
ing trip to the Continent seeking 
talent. 

John Hendrick practically signed 
for the Ivor Novello-Drury Lane 
musical. 

Sonny 
to help with the new 
floor show, 

Julius Hagen’s next production 
will be ‘Three Witnesses,’ adapted 
from a novel. 

Georgie Wood writing his rem- 


Miller off to Monte Carlo 
Felix Ferry 


iniscences in ‘Tit-Bits,’ a _ local 
weekly magazine. 
Hassard Short finding it dif- 


ficult to get a juvenile for the Clif- 
ford Whitley revue. 

Stewart and Olive on 10 weeks 
road showing with Elsie and Doris 
Waters, radio stars. 

Alfredo, band leader, has discov- 
ered a harmonica player of im- 
portance. So he thinks. 

Ben Weldon has an American 
play which he figures would make 
a good show for the sticks. 

Charlotte Greenwood and Martin 
Broones have gone arty and attend 
highbrow concerts regularly. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., to be the 
guest of honor at the Cinema Trade 
Benevolent Dinner at Cardiff. 

Doris Canfield, formerly Allen 
and Canfield, now joined the Frank- 
lyn D’Amore act, with Jack Lane. 

Albert de Courville returns to 
Gaumont-British to do ‘Charing 
Cross,’ musical originaliy done on 
the air. 

Helen Gilliland making Sunday 
dash to London to look over her 
new apartment in*swanky Portman 
Square. 

‘Young Mr. Disraeli’ closed at the 
Piccadilly after nine weeks; ‘A 
Father of Lies’ after nine days at 
the Royalty. 

Eric Barker trying to forget he 
had to pay $2 to see the Will Ma- 
honey pantomime at the Palace, 
Manchester. 

Gerard Heath paging Kimberly 
and Page on the day they arrive 
from New York, to line up some 
vaudeville dates. 

Robert Speaight, actor and 
dramatist, marnied Esther Bowen, 
organizer of Welsh National The- 
atre, in London. 

Lee Ephrain to stage ‘Toi C’est 
Moi,’ Paris hit, in the West End. 
Wants John Garrick and Clifford 
Mollison for the leads. 

Frank and Milt Britton held over 
at the Paramount’s Plaza for an- 
other fortnight. Unusual for a 
West End picture house. 

Marie Tempest celebrating fiftieth 
stage jubilee with a _ nall-star 
charity matinee, May 30, in which 
she will appear in three of the roles 
she created. 

Francis Bolton, manager of the 
Opera House, Manchester, com- 
pletely recovered from illness. 
Given up by doctors six months ago 
as incurable, and now back on his 
job. 


Vienna | 


Albert Coates ovated. 








Rudolf Kneidinger, actor (73), 
died. 
‘Men in White’ transferred to 


Raimund theatre. 

Fritz Kortner and Eugene Rob- 
ert in from London. 

‘Viktoria and Her Hussar’ 
vived at Stadt theatre. 

Paula Wessely to play lead in 
Georg Kaiser’s ‘Adrienne.’ 

Talk of signing Alexander von 
Zemlinsky for State opera. 

Hans Jaray’s ‘Is Geraldine an An- 
gel’ revived at Reinhardt’s. 

Eduard Bourdet expected over 
for rehearsal of his latest play ‘Bad 
Times.’ 

Alban Berg's 
well received at 
Prague. 

Emmet 
signed for 
harat’s. 

M. Noe’s French comedy ‘Teddy 
and Partner’ under way at Kam- 
merspiele. 

Stephan Zweig writing a preface 
to ‘The Mountain Boy,’ new novel 
by Louis Golding. 

Philharmonic Orchestra and Ra- 
vag Broadcasting management 
squabbling over coin. 

Ferdinand Bruckner festival to be 
held under Bruno Walter at Linz, 
Upper Austria in July. 

Hans Jaray, Oscar Karlweis, 


re- 


‘Lulu’ symphony 
Smetana Hall, 


Lavery’s ‘The Legion’ 
production at Rein- 





Fritz Imhoff and Josef Egger to 


star in ‘Hoheit Tanzi Walzer,’ talk- 
er. 

Two hundred and fort? unknown 
Beethoven letters edited and pub- 


lished by 
Zurich. 

‘The Man Who Changed Hig 
Name,’ by Edgar Wallace, to have 
first local performance at Raimund 
theatre. 

Leo Ascher returning from Lon- 
don to prepare ‘Hoheit Tanzt Wal- 
zer,’ talker to be made by Richard 
Oswald. 

Ruth Albu, 


Professor Max Unger in 


ex-wife of Heinrich 
Schnitzler, to play opposite Karl 
Kyser in ‘The Man Who Changed 
His Name.’ 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 








Current dramatic smash is a play 
based on life of Mata Hari, at Maria 
Teresa Montoya theatre. 


Tiajuana has upped monthly tax 
on wet goods emporia which have 
gambling on the side from $100 to 
$300, 

‘Flirtation Walk’ (retitled ‘Ca- 
dets’ Sweetheart’) (WB) and ‘Mid- 
night Alibi’ (WB) current cinema 
leaders here. 


Gregory Taylor, owner of the 
Saint Moritz hotel, N. Y., here for 
the reported purpose of lining up 
a large tourist hostelry. 

Ignaz Friedman, Polish pianist, 
giving free Sunday morning con- 
certs for organized workers at Pal- 
ace of Fine Arts (National theatre). 
Novice matador, named Antonio 
Rangel, who slays bulls with his 
left hand, a sensation here. First 
southpaw matador in local arenas 
in nearly 30 years. 

Ludwig Lewisohn has filed suit 
for diverce in Ciudad Juarez, across 
from El Paso, against Mary Arnold 
Crocker Lewisohn, also an author. 
Charges incompatibility and cruelty. 


Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 








Recent bans here: ‘Girl Trouble’ 
(WB), ‘Crime Without Passion’ 
(Par) and ‘Jew Suss’ (G-B). 

‘Woman With a Past,’ running 
successfully at Belvarosi, optioned 
for a Mae West vehicle by Par. 


Marica Gervay, 16, starring in 
new home-made picture, ‘Students 
of Iglo,’ considering an offer from 
Metro. 

Desiree Kurz-Halban, daughter of 
Selma .Kurz, soprano of Vienna 
Opera, made her debut here in 
‘Rigoletto.’ 

‘Eighty-Mile Speed,’ currently at 
Kamara theatre, purchased by Fox. 
One of the team of authors, Armand 
Szanto, is local title writer for Fox 
pictures. ‘ 

Max Aussenberg here, negotiat- 
ing a Hollywood contract with Irene 
Agay, who won't sign up without 
her husband, Stephen Szekely, pic- 
ture director getting a contract too. 

‘Viva Villa’ (MG) and.‘It hap- 
pened One Night’ (Col) first real 
American film hits this season. Of 
home-niades, ‘Fairy Tale Car’ beats 
all records. German films nowhere 
at all this year. 

Every play by an unknown au- 
thor is attributed to Laszlo Fodor, 
who has written a number under 
various pseudonyms. Fodor now 
declares he will never write a play 
under a pseudonym again and in 
future acknowledge only those that 
are signed by him. 

‘Another Langue’ by Rose 
Franken is scheduled for early pro- 
duction at National Theatre, with 
Hungary’s leading Jecit actress, 
Gizi Bajor, in the lead. Translation 
is by Imre Farkas, Budapest pro- 
duction to precede that of Vienna, 
where Felix Salte~ is making an 
adaptation. 





The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





Willy Thunis, Dutch tenor, at 
Riviera shooting a French film. 

At Odeon Cinema, Holland pre- 
miere of ‘Bureau of Missing Peo- 
ple’ (MG). 

Dutch revue-comic Buziau cele- 
brating 40th year on stage and, for 
that occasion, showing for first time 
before microphone of K.R.O. 

Cor van der Lugt Melsert and his 
wife Annie van Ees, both popular 
actors at The Hague, are liquidat- 
ing the stage company managed by 
him. 

Dutch premiere of C. L. Anthony’s 
‘Touch Wood’ in a Dutch version 
by Jacques van Tol and specially 
composed music by Lemaire at Mu- 
nicipal theatre, Amsterdam. 

Action by fanatics trying stop 
smoking at Hague cinemas squashed 
by Municipal Council, which an- 
nounced that whoever objected to 
smoking was not obliged to go to 
cinemas. Some cinemas here for- 





bid smoking on Fridays, first nights. 





Paris 
By Bob Stern 


Wallace Haendler returning. 

Mrs. Frank Jay Gould ill with 
grippe. 

Beatrice Wanger to America in 
February. 

Theatre Fontaine and Ambigu 
both to let. 

Georgius back from tour, sing- 
ing at European. 

Sim Viva cast in operetta at 
Folies Wagram soon. 

Alice Cocea to play in new Mol- 
nar piece at Michodiere. 

Eclair Journal shooting Arab 
music feature at Epinay. 

French cameramen’s union elect- 
ing J. L. Mundviller president, 

Louvigney, Sim Viva and Andre 
Berley back -from Hollywood, 

Jean Coquelin returning to local 
legit at the Sarah Bernhardt. 

Fernand Ledoux saying he liked 
New York better than Hollywood. 

Lily Palmer, local tri-lingual ac- 
tress, to London to see Alexander 
Korda. 


‘Little Minister (Radio) spotted 


in Avenue to follow ‘Gay Di- 
vorcee .’ 
‘Thousand France Note,’ local 


newsmen’s benefit film, a click at 
the Olympia, 

Mrs. Lacy Kastner running 
amateur plays of American Stu- 
dent’s Center. 

Lineup of swank autos nightly in 


front of the Avenue, for ‘Gay 
Divorcee’ (RKO), 
Cecile Sorel planning tour of 


U. S. in show combining comedy, 
music and dance. 

Charles Martinelli, of Artists’ 
Union, nursing a secret project to 
revive legit in the sticks. 

Jules Berry putting on ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’ at the Sarah Bernhardt, 
replacing Cecile Sorel’s ‘Sapho.’ 
Charles Mere, president of inter- 
national author's confederation, 
decorated by Italian Government. 

‘Crepiscule du Theatre’ company 
to tour Belgium, after closing at 
Theatres des Arts end of January. 
New arty, called Theatre 1935, 
opening at Place Denfert Roche- 


reau with a satire by Rene Au- 
bert. 
Philip Carr telling American 


Library lecture audience that only 
highbrow plays make money in 
Paris. 

Pola Negri’s friends waiting in 
vain with flowers at the Gare St. 


Lazare, while actress goes. to 
Bremen. 
Louis Masson holding ‘Pretty 
Viennese,’ Straus operetta, over at 
Trianon Lyrique until end of 
January. 


Jane Pierly, vaude singer, pro- 
testing to audience at her last ap- 
pearance at Bobino that she had 
been unjustly told to withdraw act. 


Egypt 


By Edward Asswad 








Rex Ingram visiting Egypt for the 
first time. 

Wahbi Cinema in Cairo has been 
sound equipped. 

Banquet held in Cairo in honor of 
‘The Tropical Express Review’. 

Ali El Kassar, comedian, has em- 
barked on a film career. First pro- 
duction will be ‘The Building's 
Porter’. 

Chefalo, Italian magician, and his 
troupe, operating at the Kursaal in 
Alexandria, 

Amr Bey, squash racquet cham- 
pion, has arrived from London on 
his annual two months’ vacation. 

Sir Alfred Butt, London theatre 
magnate, spending some weeks in 
Egypt; now camping in the desert. 

Educational Control Committee 
has decided that all films made in 
Egypt sRould be submitted to it be- 
fore being exported. 

Clothilde and Alexandre Sakharoff 
giving dancing performances at the 
Alhambra in Alexandria, after hav- 
ing scored a success in Cairo. 

‘Princes’ Castles,’ Turkish film, is 
being presented at Wahbi Cinema, 
Cairo; features Ferik Tewfik, If- 
talla Hamen, Behzet Bey and Wasfi 
Bey. It is a production of the Aba- 
cadji Flm Co. of Istambul. 

A group of artists from the Com- 
edie Francaise of Paris is now at 
the .Royal Opera House, Cairo. 
Principal actors include Jean Mar- 
chat, Jeanne Boitel, Germaine Lau- 
gier, Pierre Magnier, Monique Rol- 
land, Delivry and Colette Regis. 

Amin Sidki, well-known Egyptian 
actor, has inaugurated his new Ca- 
sino under the name of ‘Egyptiana’, 
in Cairo. Bill includes’ Syrian 
singer Badia El Turkia, dancer Im- 
tisal Fawzi, Mimi Martins, Dolly, 
Kiki, Abbas Younes and Mohamed 
Salama, 

Youssef Wahbi has left for Paris, 
accompanied by Mrs. Prosperi and 
Mr. Carini, in order to make several 
copies of his sound film, ‘The De- 
fense’. On his return from Paris he 
will collaborate with Zaki Tuleimat 
on a proposed theatrical congress in 
Cairo for studying the best means of 





improving theatre conditions, 





o—— 


Bill Conklin on the mend. 

Don Smith in on the Jockey Club. 

Flu has Ben Bernie as a victim. 
Sig Marcus vacationing in Mex- 
ico, 

Nils Asther back from Lunnon 
town, 

Dr. Herbert Kalmus to New York 
next month. 

Dorothy Burgess back from her 
eastern jaunt. 

Sol Lesser at Palm Springs be- 
tween pictures. 

Jesse Martin east for the Jacke- 
son-Leyton office 

Chic Sale doubling from Metro 
to the Shell air show. 

Harry Ruby celebrated his birthe 
day Sunday at a ball game. 

Pep Lee organizing a basketball 
team on the Paramount Iot. 

Mae Clark dashed north to pass 
a few days with Fanny Brice. 

Milton Bren not interested {a 
turning producer at this time. 

Joseph Pollock drove in from 
New York with that trick bus. 

Universal's ‘Good Fairy’ gets @ 
$2.50 premiere at the Pan Feb. 12. 

Dean Jagger back from Boston 
with his bride after air hop both 
ways. 

Bette Davis on six-week layoff, 
spending it in San Francisco with 
her husband, 

Joe E. Brown’s hospital benefit in 


the Shrine auditorium netted 
around $7,500. 
Eugene Forde and John Stone 


eastbound to look over the shows 
with their wives. 

Andrew Tombes in from New 
York for part in Will Rogers’ star- 
rer, ‘Torchbearers.’ 

Newton Steers, prexy of Du Pont 
Film, and sales-manager Henry 
Briggs, in for a visit. 

Mitzi Cummings now full time 
with Photoplay, handling beauty 
and fashion sections. 

Frances Marion gets honorary 
Doctor of Letters degree from 
Oglethorpe University May 25. 

Carl Brisson licked the flu and 
back at Paramount for concluding 
shots of ‘All The King’s Horses.’ 

J. T. Reed back from New York, 
where he secured numbers for 
Paramount's ‘Big Broadcast of 1935.’ 

Ann Ronnell signed to write new 
numbers for Clifford Whitely’s Lon- 
don musical, “Merry Go Round,’ 
based on ‘As Thousands Cheer.’ 





Chicago 


Harry Smitz on the high seas. 

Nettie Hirsch studying lullabies. 

Four Camerons reorganizing their 
act. 

Larry Rich unit hitting the trail 
north, 

Horace Sisters ahead of 
Along.’ 

Nate Platt up and around after 
a siege of flu. 

Icy roads have the acts back to 
traveling by train. 

Bill Halligan on his way to New 
York out of Miami. 

Mary Sunde, burlesque stripper, 
playing vaude dates. 

John Joseph back with a flock of 
stories about Jamaica. 

Billy Diamond heading back after 
a tour of the Canal Zone. 


‘Shuffle 


Lou Cowan arranged a ‘bike 
race’ party for the Trianon, 
John Balaban and frau back in 


the loop after a Honolulu sojourn. 

Aaron Jones and wife in town 
following a short vacash at Biloxi. 

Charley Miller and Bill Stein 
back in the local MCA offices after 
short trips. 

Al Beilin has opened the classiest 
looking music publisher’s office in 
the Woods building. 

Charlie Riley, ex-p. a., flipped 
south to handle rewrite for the 
Miami Beach Tribune. 

Clark Robinson airlined into the 
loop on a talent hunt for the new 
Casino de Paree show. 

Richard Cook writing ‘Colorful 
Evening’ column of. ‘things to do 
in Chi’ for Inland Topics mag. 


Palm Springs 








Elsa Maxwell expected shortly. 

‘Ninth Guest’ being produced by 
the little theatre. 

Stefi Duna and 
breezed in for a week. 

New York mob planning to go 
up to Los Angeles for the ‘Follies. 

El Paseo, new picture hous 
opened last Sunday by Erle Strebe 

Patricia Ziegfeld, the Irving Bere 
lins and the George Hearsts partied 
at the Dunes. 

Harry Grabiner, v.p. of the Chi- 
cago White Sox, talking possible 
pre-season games here. 

Load of heat moved in to the 
valley last week, with the there 
mometer up to 98 several days. 

The Kenneth Fitzpatricks ia 
town for a week, but no polo for 
the former Chicago theatre man. 

Baroness Vendla von Langenn, 
German writer and photographer, 
doing a story on the local Indians. 

Government stepped in with 
financial aid for the airport, which 
will bring more picture people's 
planes to town: 

Charles Laughton “trying to look 
like a native and getting away from 
it all, but winding up in the evé- 
ning at the picture show. 


Irene Biller 
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OBITUARIES 





H. BART McHUGH 

H. Bart McHugh, 75, died Jan. 28 
at his home in Philadelphia following 
the second heart attack in two days. 
He was 75 and active to the end as 
head of the National Artists Bureau, 
central casting office and talent 
agency for all the radio stations in 
Philadelphia. 

In becoming head of the N.A.B. 
five years ago, McHugh gave up a 
30-year career as a vaudeville pro- 
ducer and agent to go into radio. 
Before entering show business he 
was sports editor of the defunct 
Philadelphia Item. 

McHugh, however, attained more 
fame as originator and director of 
the annual Mummers’ Parade in 
Philadelphia than he ever did as a 
talent purveyor, although he discov- 
ered and brought to the top a num- 
ber of vaudeville headliners. Ex- 
Mayor James J. Walker once ap- 
proached McHugh to stage a Mum- 
mers’ Parade in New York, an event 


IN MEMORY OF 
My Good Friend 


ALFRED DE MAMBY 


Who Died 
February 1, 1920 


JERRY VOGEL 





in Philly similar to the Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans, but N.Y.C. wouldn't 
meet McHugh’s asking price for or- 
ganizing the street cleaners for a 
gala fete. 

In vaudeville McHugh was unique 
in maintaining his office in Philadel- 
phia, although having a Keith fran- 
chise, commuting to Broadway daily 
to sell his acts, and in never han- 
dling an act which he did not own 
at least in part. He refused to work 
on just a commission arrangement, 
and some of the performers who 
started their careers in his employ 
were the Dooleys, Ray, John, Bill 
and Gordon; Frank Fay, Frank 
Orth and Ann Codee, Keller Sisters 
and Lynch, Herb Williams, Olsen 
and Johnson, and El Brendel and 
Burt. He was also w.k. for his 
charities, maintaining a long list of 
pensioners. 

Survived by his widow, Eleanor; 
his son, H. Bart, Jr., an executive 
of WCAU, CBS’ Philadelphia outlet, 
and his daughter, Mrs. Catherine 
Reilly. Burial in Philadelphia, 


MAY HOWARD 


. May Howard, 65, in her day a 
famous burlesque actress, and long 
star of her own company, died in 
Hollywood Feb. 1 of a heart attack. 
She had retired to the film capital 
some years ago, playing occasional 
bits. 

For years she toured the bur- 
lesque theatres, and her name was 
more closely associated with this 
form of amusement in the minds of 
the general public than that of any 
other of the burlesque queens of 
that day. She had also played 
Broadway, appearing about the 
turn of the century in George Led- 
erer’s summer production, ‘The 
Merry World,’ at the Casino. She 
Probably could have remained up- 
town, but she preferred the easier 
life of the road. She was noted for 
the smart dressing of her com- 
panies and designed the costumes 
herself. She was the originator of 
the May Howard hat, a _ large- 
brimmed headpiece with the edge 
turned up at right angles. This 
Was copied by the stores and had 
quite a vogue for a time. Originally 
a school teacher, she broke in as a 
singer with ‘The Letter That Never 
Came,’ long a trademark. Later 
she married Harry Morris, who put 
her at the head of her own com- 
pany. He died many years ago. 

There will be services held by her 
old friends and the body will be 


held awaiting the arrival of rela- | 


tives, 


PAUL NICHOLSON 

Paul Nicholson, 58, dramatic and 
vaudeville actor, and for the past 15 
years a screen player, died in Santa 
Monica Feb. 2 after a brief illness 
from influenza. He was the son of 
Panl F. Nicholson, original drama 
and music critie of the N. Y. World. 

Nicholson appeared in many of 
the Henry W. Savage productions 
and was a member of the vaude- 
ville act of the Mimic Four. When 
the White Rat strike was called, 


Sidney Grant and Angie Norton 

broke their long partnership, Miss 
\g ee4 a = . * ! 

Norton walking in sympathy with 


Nicholson, while Grant, in a singl 
went on as strikebreaker. When 


+28 in Albany, 


married Miss Norton, and together 
they did acts in vaudeville. The 
growth of pictures and the downfall 
of vaudeville led them to Holly- 
wood. Miss Norton survives. 

Funeral services were conducted 
by the Masquers Feb. 4 and the 
body was cremated. 

MRS. MARJORIE GOULDING 

(Marjorie Moss) 

Mrs. Marjorie Goulding, 45, wife 
of Edmund Goulding, Metro direc- 
tor, died Feb. 3 at her home in 
Palm Springs, Cal., after long ill- 
ness of pulmonary disease. She was 
Marjorie Moss of dance team, Fon- 
tana and Moss, before marriage to 
Goulding two years ago. 

She was taken ill in New York 
and brought to California six 
months ago, being bed-ridden since 
at their Beverly Hills and Palm 
Springs homes. Funeral service 
take place Feb. 5, with burial in 
Forest Lawns Cemetery. 


MRS. EDWARD J. CONNELLY 

Mrs. Edward J. Connelly, 75, stage 
actress, died Jan. 27 in Los Angeles 
after a brief illness. Under her 
maiden name of Annie Virginia 
Ross, she appeared in the original 
Hearne ‘Shore Acres’ and many 
other productions. She was wid- 
owed seven years ago when her hus- 
band, 13 years with Metro as a 
stock actor, passed away. 

Funeral was held Jan. 30 with 
burial in Hollywood cemetery. 





SAM DILL 

Sam Dill, formerly manager of 
the American Circus Corp., the John 
Robinson show, and until recently 
co-owner with Tom Mix of the mo- 
torized show which has been tour- 
ing under their joint names, died in 
Los Angeles Feb. 1, of a complica- 
tion of diseases. He is survived by 
his widow, father, two sisters and 
brothers. Funeral services were 
held in Los Angeles Feb. 4, with 
interment in Bloomington, Ind. 


EDDIE BOLAND 

Eddie Boland, 52, died of a heart 
attack Feb. 3 in Santa Monica, 
Caitf, 

He was long known on the Coast 
as an actor and theatre manager, 
also as treasurer of the Grand opera 
house, San Francisco. 


CONNIE BURNS 

Connie Traffick, 22, professionally 
known as Connie Burns, vaudeville 
actress, was killed near Elmira, N. 
Y., Feb. 3, when the car in which 
she was making a jump was struck 
by a train, Details in the vaudeville 
section. 


BARBARA CHAPMAN 

Mrs. Barbara Chapman, who for- 
merly played in pictures as Barbara 
Scherman, ‘died of gas poisoning 
Jan, 29 at her home in (Cliffside 
Park, N. J. No motive can be as- 
cribed to her act. She was recently 
married to Milton K. Chapman. 

BURT SMITH 

Burt (Pap) Smith, 74, cireus 
clown, died in Kalamazoo, Mich., on 
Jan, 29, 

Smith had been with some five 
circuses during his career and was 
particularzy known for a _ trained 
socose act. 


BILLIE McCORMACK 

Mrs. Blanche E. Burke, known 
professionally as Billie McCormack, 
died in Santa Monica, Cal., Feb. 1. 
Iluneral services and interment in 
Hollywood Feb. 4. 

Charles Liebman, 78, died Dec. 
24 in New York. Burial was in his 
birthplace, Youngstown, Ohio. 

Liebman was a musician and also 
a musical teacher in N. Y. and 
Youngstown, leading pit orks in 
theatres in both cities. His wife, 
Mrs. Augusta M., and a son and 


riage survive. 


Anne Schneider, 68, reputed to 
have been one of the. original 
‘Florodora’ sextet, died in Los An- 
geles Jan. 30 of a heart attack, In- 
terment in Los Angeles. 

Clarence G. Pitkin, 36, band- 
i; master, died at his home in Mar-h- 
field, Vt., Jan. 29, following a short 
illness. He is survived by his 
widow and three children, 














| John E. Roach, 79, died January 
N. ¥. For many years 


four daughters of a previous mar- | 


Phone Gyps 


(Continued from page 1) 


scriptions, generally for $10 each. 
A former Broadway name player, 
known to be on his uppers for sev- 
eral years, igs used as being one of 
the leads, Another well known actor 
is also mentioned but he denies 
having any connection with the 
group. 

Latter actor’s name was also 
used without permission last season 
in a telephone coin raising collec- 
tion racket which purported to aid 
indigent players. One of those 
charged with the phoney scheme at 
that time was convicted and sent 
to the workhouse. 

One of the gullible wealthy 
women who kicked in asked for lit- 
erature about the proposed produc- 
tions and was told the ‘group’ 
couldn’t afford to have the matter 
printed at this time. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 61) 


A son, 8, receives $1,500 for the loss 
of his mother. 

Suit of Lyons & Lyons agency 
for $17,195 against Bette Davis for 
asserted unpaid commissions, set- 
tled out of court. 

Los Angeles dailies fall hard for 
a press agent stunt which has 
Garbo and Dietrich making faces at 
each other across cafe tables. 

W.S. Van Dyke wins L. A. divorce 
on desertion charge. 





Juanita Hansen initiates new 
drive against dope traffic. 
Nita Cavalier, actress, filed 


$2C..400 heart balm suit against 
George Benton Wilson, reputed mil- 
lionaire sportsman. 

Ann Harding to resume fight for 
custody of her son upon her return 
from a health cruise to China. 

Claudette Colbert declared her 
trial separation from Norman Fos- 
ter will be permanent. 

Virginia Reid, film actress, an- 
nounces engagement to Dr. Ralph 
McClung of Birmingham, Ala. 

Sister of Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
asked to be relieved as administra- 
trix of estate, claiming there’s noth- 
ing to administer. 

Elsa Peterson, actress, fined $25 
and given five-day suspended jail 
sentence for kicking a deputy 
sheriff. 

Lonnie d’Orsa, film director, ac- 
quitted in L. A. of intoxication 
charge. 

Hollywood police hold Solon W. 
Henkle, brother of Agnes Ayres, as 
a psychopathic case following as- 
serted threats on the life of C. B. 
De Mille. 

Counter suit filed in L. A. by 
Thomas Lee against claim of Mrs. 
Geraldine May Lee for a widow’s 
allowance of $2,500 a month pending 
settlement of the $2,000,000 estate of 
Don Lee, late radio chain owner. 

Several studios experimenting 
with invention of Stuart Paton, 
partially blind former film director, 
which would show how a picture 
would appear on the screen with- 
out the use of a camera. 

Custody of the twin children of 
George Hearst, son of the publisher, 
granted in L. A. to his former wife, 
Mrs. Blanche Wilbur Hill. 

Ernst Lubitsch preparing himself 
for full American citizenship on be- 
ing advised that the Nazi govern- 
ment had cancelled his rights as a 
German citizen. 

Francis Lederer threatens to carry 
his sentence of five days in jail for 
speeding to the U. S. Supreme 
Court if verdict of a Visalia court is 
upheld. 

Dean Borland, musician, divorced 
in L. A. and ordered to support 18- 
month-old infant, whose paternity 
he denied, 

Bandit who attempted hold up of 
Merle Armitage, manager of L. A. 
Philharmonic auditorium, ran into 
an empty till, a lot of conversation 
and fled. 

Damages of $56,500 sought by Mrs. 
Hattie Goetten, mother of-June Mar- 
lowe, for assertedly consuming 
small splinters of glass in food 
served in an L. A. drug store, were 
denied. 

Beverly Hills city council okayed 
Sunday dancing. 

Well Acquainted 
Albany, Feb. 4. 

Peter Gansevoort Ten Eyck, who 
‘will be appointed State Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture and Markets | 
|by Governor Lehman is well ac- 
{quainted with fairs and fair prob- | 
llems. Is a former president of the 
| Albany Agricultural and Exposition 
Society, which stages a big fair at 
Altamont, and is the owner of a 
large herd of prize Guernsey cows 
which he exhibits at various fairs. 














lin the Empire theatre at Gler 
| Falls, 

Valerien Svetloff, 72, lussian 
{dance critic died Jan. 22 at the 


| American Hospital, Paris Was 
| well known in Paris show and poe 


the Four also broke up, Nicholson |he was a member of the orcheetra'ary worlds. 


Halifax Fair Out 


St. John, N. B., Feb. 4. 

The Halifax, N. S., fair, one of 
the oldest and largest fairs in 
Canada, and housed in a plant es- 
tablished in 1927, after the original 
plant was destroyed in the big Hali- 
fax explosion of 1917, may be 
abandoned. At the recent annual 
meeting of the Nova Scotia Exhibi- 
tion Commission, official 
of the fair, as representatives, joint- 
ly, of the provincial government of 
Nova Scotia and city of Halifax, 
warfare developd over the report. 
The 1934 deficit was $29,000; biggest 
deficit ever reported from a Ca- 
nadian fair. 


HERK-JAFFE'S 
SAPOLIO TRY 


——__ 





George Jaffe and I. H. Herk 
opened the Gaiety on Broadway Fri- 
day (1) with a new departure for 
burlesque—a clean show. If click- 
ink, the policy sticks. 

Troupe contains 15 principals and 
16 chorus girls. Paul Marakoff is 
producing. 

While the new city regulations 
limit strip specialties to three per 
show, Jaffe and Herk are going the 
rules one better by holding down the 
number of peels to two. Experi- 
ment is in the nature of a gamble, 
and the first real clean-up attempt 
in burlesque that New York has 
seen. 


PROV. MODERN GOING 





Providence, Feb. 4. 

The management of the Modern 
theatre has given up burlesque as 
a paying proposition after many 
months of tough going, and has de- 
cided’ to go in for the high arts. 
Within a few weeks the oid burley 
stand, which has been dark for two 
weeks, will be reopened as an out- 
let for foreign made films. House 
is being wired for sound, and book- 
ing arrangements are now under- 
way. 

Management proposes to operate 
the theatre on a two-a-day plan, all 
rush seats selling under 50 cents. 
This makes about the sixth or sev- 
enth change in policy since the 
house was opened as a first run 
picture house about 20 years ago. 

Everything but rolling skating 
has been tried at this stand. Bur- 
lesque has been in and out at least 
four times. Couple of times Mod- 
ern was used as legit house also. 
Just now house is used every Mon- 
day night for amateur boxing. 


Cleaned Up Shows Now Playing 
, to 30% Women 
Baltimore, Feb. 4. 

Gradual evolution in type of au- 
diences attending burlesk apparent 
here at the Palace (Supreme 
Wheel). Women, for the first time 
in Balto, are commencing to attend. 
Of late, night performances are 
playing to crowds composed of more 
than 30% femmes: afternoons are 
finding a smaller percentage in at- 
tendance. Reason for the fair sex’s 
sudden interest in burley at the 
Palace is ascribed to fact bawdy 
bits and stripping have been elim- 
inated by police order. 

Larger spreads of advertising and 
more repressed in tone are what the 
Palace is feeding the newspapers 
The News-Post has even taken to 
sending up a staff man once weekly 
to interview the light of 
each rotating show, and more often 


leading 





than not it is the comic who gets 
the write-up, fact that should cheer 
burley comedians with the realiza- 


tion that they are not completely 
forgotten men. 

Another new twist given burlesk 
here is the recent removal of all 
lobby and front art showing gals 


undressed. Since women have 
hown inclination to attend the 
house has commenced to display 
ist heads of the chorines. 
HINES IN N. Y. 
Earl Hines, Chicago band leader 
ikes his first N. Y. appearance 
iFeb. 8 at the Palace, Kathryn 
Perry is vocalist with the band 
|which has been playing at the Grand 
| Terrace Cafe in Chicago. 
Harry Squires is repping Hines’ 


tour, 


sponsors | 


FAIR AN ANNEX 
IN TEXAS IN 36 


Dallas, Feb. 4. 

Officials expect to complete plans 
| for 1936 Texas Centennial exposition 
within a few weeks. Scheme calls 
for central exposition at Dallas, 
with numerous pagents all over 
Texas during. state’s hundredth 
birthday anniversary. 

Dallas park board has $3,000,000 
in okayed bonds ready to release 
when Texas Centennial Central Ex- 
position, Inc., floats a $2,000,000 is- 
sue plus state and federal aid. 
State Fair of Texas plant to be «n- 
arged for the exposition. 

Managing director is Walter D. 
| Cline at rumored $25,000 salary; as- 
sistant director, Otto Herold. at 
$10,000; comptroller, Chas E. Tur- 
ner, Dallas mayor, at $15,000. 

Concessionnaires and exhibitors 
will get word as soon as exposition’s 
master plan is completed in a fcw 
days. An athletic committee is em- 
powered to sign six big intersec- 
tional games, one for each Texas 
school of Southwest football con- 
ference, in Dallas for fall of 1936 

Officials expect to spend around 
$10,000,000 on buildings and grounds 
here. 


Gamble with L. A. Agency, 
Booking Japanese Expo. 


Hollywood, Feb. 4. 
Eddie Gamble, for the past five 
years outdoor booker for the Ecrt 
Levey office, has joined Bernard & 
Meiklejohn to handle the company’s 
He fills the 


~ 








FROM BURLEY TO ART outdoor department. 
spot of Charles Hatch, who died last 


week, 

Office is booking the attractions 
for the Yokahama Exposition. A 
complete rodeo, several freak acts 
and 20 midget racing autos and 
their drivers leave here for Japan 
Feb. 19. 


NEB. MAKES DEADLINE 


Clip 





No Circus or Carneys to 
Fair Takes 


Lincoln, Feb. 4. 

Two bills came up before the Ne- 
braska legislature last week which 
will affect outdoor shows here. One, 
pertaining to carnivals, says under 
penalty of $1,000 fine for violation, 
no carney can show in a county or 
state fair town within 18 days of 
the fair in that locality. This bill 
was brought out because of circus 
practices in this area of hitting just 
ahead of various expos and gob- 
bling up the available amusement 
money. Lately, the menace has 
been carneys which took lessons 
from the larger tent outfits which 
have abandoned the practice. 

Second bill would throw out the 
existing board of agriculture which 
rules over the State Fair and take 
the power of appointment to fill the 
positions on the board to the gov- 
ernor instead of by vote of the 
board, 





Shriners Circus Red 


a 


Canton, O., Feb, 4. 

Second indoor circus effort of the 
Canton Shrine at the city auditori- 
um here proved more profitable 
than the initial try a year ago. 

But despite big jump in business 
after mid-week the show did net 
get off the nut. 

SAM DILL DIES 
Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Funeral services were held in 
Los Angeles on Feb. 4 for Sam Dill, 
who died Feb. 1 with a complica- 
tion of diseases, The body was sent 
to Bloomington, Ind., for interment. 

Some three months ago Dill sold 
his interest in the Dill-Mix show 
to Mix. Extensive plans have 
been made for a greatly enlarged 
show this season. 
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Helen Jepson, Metropolitan as well as radio star, is voted: 
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